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INTRODUCED BY ~~~~-(J:j - '!" ••. _ill_~ &/!_ 

A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ALLOW HIGH SCHOOL 

SENIORS TO GRADUATE UP TO 5 DAYS BEFORE COMPLETION OF THE 

;:(EQU!RI:'D 180 PIJPIL-INSTRUCTION D"YS Itf THE 5CHODL YEAR 

WITHOUT A lOSS OF STATE FOUNDATION FUNDS TO THE SCHOOl 

DISTRICT; AMENDING SECTIO~S 20-1-301 AND 20-9-313, MCA; AND 

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE•" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-l-301, ~CA, is amended to read: 

"20-1-301. School fiscal year. The school fiscal year 

shall begin on July 1 and end on June 30. At least 180 

~chool days of pupil instruction shall be conducted during 

each school fiscal year, ~~~ tbat lli_g~Qf-pUQil 

l~D.ICt i OQ fO( SL<tliwlt.ipg_ani.Q.u__may be SUf..fjj;_jj!gj.__li 

~QxidaQ _ _io_zQ=l=~~-2~ unless a variance for kindergarten 

has been granted under 20-1-302 or a district is ~ranted a 

variance under the provisions of chapter 9 9 part e, of this 

title. Any district that fails to provide for at least 18~ 

school days of pupil instruction shall not be entitled to 

rec€ive any apportionment of the state interest and income 

funds. Any such forfeited moneys shall be apportioned by the 

county superintendent to the other elementary districts of 
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his county." 

Section 2. Section 20-9-313t MCA• is amended to read: 

20-9-313. Cl rcumstances under which the regular 

average number belonging may be increased. The average 

number belonging of a school for a given school fiscal year, 

calculated in accordance with the A~B formula prescribed in 

20-9-311, may be Increased when: 

(1) the opening of a new ele•entary school or the 

reopening of an elementary school has been approved in 

accordance with 20-b-502. The average number belonging for 

such school shall be established by the county 

superintendent and approved, disapproved, or adjusted by the 

superintendent of public instruction. 

(2) the opening or reopening of a high school or a 

branch of the county high school has been approved in 

accordance with 20-6-503, 20-6-504, or 20-6-505. The average 

number belonging for such high school shall be established 

by the county superintendent's estimate, after an 

investigation of the probable number of pupils that will 

attend such high schocl. 

(3) a district anticipates an increase in the average 

nu~ber belonging due to the closing of any private or public 

school in the district or a neighboring district. The 

estimated increase in average number belonging shall be 

established by the trustees and the county superintendent 
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and approved, disapproved, or adjusted by the superintendent 

of public Instruction no later than the fourth MondGy In 

.June. 

(4) a district anticipates an unusual enrollment 

increase in the ensuing school fiscal year. The increase in 

average number belonging shall be based on estimates of 

increased enrollment approved by the superintendent of 

public instruction and shall be computed in the manner 

prescribed by 20-9-314• 

(5) for the Initial year of operation of a prograa 

established under 20-7-117(1), the ANB to be used for budget 

12 purposes is the same as one-half the nuaber of 5-year-old 

13 children residing in the district as of September 10 of the 

14 preceding school year, either as shown on the official 

15 school census or as determined by some other procedure 

16 approved by the superintendent of public instruction; 

17 (6) a special full-time pupil, as defined in 2G-9-3111 

18 in a given school year will no lon9€r be considered a 

19 special full-time pupil In the ensuing school year (the 

20 superintendent of public instruction may qrant one AKB for 

2~ such pupil for the ensuing school year); or 

22 (7) a high school district provides early graduation 

23 for any student who completes graduation requirements in 

2~ less than eight semesters or the equivalent amount of 

25 secondary school enrollnent QL_wben a high _$cboal distrjct 
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~es early graduatioo for a_d~~ti&DU-~dl!~.JlilX£ 

~mpl etetl the ce.Q~-~u.dl.Wt,lan_-iltUJ:_.J.n 

gugil=iQ$tructlon da¥s in tbe twelfth grade. The increase 

shall be established by the trustees as though the student 

had attended to the end of the school year and shall be 

approved, disapproved, or adjusted by the su~erintendent of 

public instruction.• 

Section 3. Effective date. ThJs act is effective on 

passage and approval. 

-End-

-Lt-
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INTRODUCED !\Y 

Approved bv Committ~e 
on Educ<~tion 

~~:~~h:_449 ~ H--l.L~~---- ~ ~ -

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ALLOH HIGH SCHOOL 

SENIORS TO GRADUATE UP TO 5 DAYS BEFOR!" CO~iPLETIDN OF THE 

.~EQ0Ht'D leO P•_:;>IL-lNSTi<UCTim: DAYS IN T.-IE SCWY.L YEAR 

WITWJUT A LOSS OF ST.UE FiJUi\IOATION FUNDS TO THE SCHOOL 

DISTRICT; AMENDING SECTim;S 20-1-301 A:;O 20-~-313t ...,CA; AND 

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATEo• 

uE IT ENACTED BY TH~ LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

s~ction 1. Section 20-1-301, ~CA• is amended to read: 

"20-1-301. School fi seal year. The school fi seal year 

shall ~egin on July 1 and end on June 30o At l€ast 180 

schou 1 d3ys of pup i1 instruction shall be conducted dur i n<J 

€ac;, ~c~.oal f i seal year, ;il:o~UL-:tll.aL-lllJillL2f-lllUill 

ionr.w;t I QO fO.L.!ilf.iU!.Wl:tiiUI-~JUl~t.~:t-.-.b~U!fls;aa.t._.a~ 

~Qxltt~ __ iD-Z0=2=~la1-2t. unless a variance for kindergarten 

has t:>een granted under 20-1-302 or a district is c;ranted a 

variance under tha provisions of chapter i 9 part Bt of this 

title. Any district that fails to provide for at least lfU 

school days of pupil instruction shall not be entitled to 

rec~iva any apportionment of the stat~ interest and income 

funJs. Any such f0rfeited moneys shall be apportioned oy the 

county superintendent to the ~ther ~lementary distri~ts of 
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nis county." 

Section 2. Section 20-9-313, ~CA, is amended to read: 

20-9-313. Circumstances under which the regul er 

average number belonging may be increased. The average 

number belonging of a school for a given school fiscal year, 

calculated in Jccoroance with tha A~B for~ula prescribed in 

20-9-311, may be increased when: 

(1) the opening of a new elementary school or the 

reopening of an elementary school has been approved in 

accordance with 20-6-502. The average number belonging for 

such school shall be established by the county 

superintendent and approved, disapproved, or adjusted by the 

superintendent of public instruction. 

(Z) the opening or reopening of a high school or a 

branctl of the county high school has been approved in 

accordance with 20-6-503, 20-6-504, or 20-5-505. The avarage 

number belonging for such high school shall be established 

by the county superintendent•s estimate, after an 

investigation of the probable number of pupils that will 

attend such hi-;,h schoclo 

(3) a district anticipates an increase in the average 

nu.!lber balonging due to the closing of any private or public 

school in the district or a neighboring district. The 

esti~r,ated increase in average number belonging s:Hll be 

e3tabl i shed by the trustees and 1:he county superintendent 
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and approved, disapproved, or adjust~d by the superintendent 

of public instruction no later than tllG fourth Honday In 

June. 

(4) a district anticipates an unusual enrollment 

increase in the ensuing school fiscal year. The increase in 

average nuwber belonging shall be based on estimates of 

increased enrollment approved by the ~uper I ntendent of 

public instruction and shall be co,:puted In thoc manner 

orescribed by 20-9-314• 

(5) for the Initial year of operation of ~ program 

established under 20-7-117(1), the ANB to be used for budqet 

12 purposes is the same as one-hal~ the number of 5-year-old 

13 children residing in the district as of September 10 of the 

14 preceding school year, either as shown on the official 

15 school census or as determined by some other procedure 

16 approved by the superintendent of public instruction; 

17 (6) a special full-time pupil, as defined in 20-9-311, 

lR in a given school year will no longer be considered a 

19 special full-tir~e pupil in the ensuing school year (the 

ZO superintendent of public instruction •ay grant one ANg for 

21 such pupil tor the ensuing school year); or 

22 (71 a high school district provides early qraduation 

23 for any student who completes graduation requirements in 

Z~ less than eight semesters or the equivalent amount of 

25 secondary sct-oool enroll ~~ent QL_J:d!Jm_~_b.um__~twQJ._sllllJ:lct 
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~es early graduation fot_a~a~~~~~~en~~-lib~-~ 

J;j2mWJU~-_j;~QulL.UWJll-fw:_~GU1!ti!:ti2n_-i;Jfti:r._-.ll..2 

ll.Ulll.l::.lmi~mi-~L. in tile twel f:tl:l~_....;~e. Th(, i ncrea5e 

shall be established by the trustees as though the student 

had attended to the end of the scllool yi"ar and s11all be 

approved, disapprovedt or adjusted by the su~erintendEnt of 

public instruction.• 

Section 3. Effective date. This act i~ effective on

passage and approval. 

-End-

-4-
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INTRODUCED BY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ALLOW HIGH SCHOOL 

SENIORS TO GRADUATE UP TO 5 DAYS BEFORE COMPLETION OF THE 

REQUIRED 180 PUPIL-INSTRUCTION DAYS IN THE SCHOOL YEAR 

WITHOUT A LOSS OF STATE FOUNDATION FUNDS TO THE SCHOOL 

DISTRICTj AMENDING SECTIONS 20-1-301 AND 20-9-313w HCA; AND 

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED 8Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-1-301• MCA9 is a•ended to read: 

•20-1-301. School fiscal year. The school fiscal year 

shall begin on July 1 and end on June 30. At least 180 

school days of pupil instruction shall be conducted during 

each school fiscal year, excegt that 115 days 21-R~ 

iullrw:t I oo for ~t.lng seniors may be su.f!.i.!;.an.t--ll 

QLQxld~-Zn:~-2£ unless a variance for kindergarten 

has been granted under 20-1-302 or a district is granted a 

variance under the provisions of chapter 9 9 part s, of this 

title. Any district that fails to provide for at least 18v 

school days of pupil Instruction sha11 not be entitled to 

receive any apportionment of the state interest and income 

funds. Any such forfeited moneys shall be apportioned by the 

county superintendent to the other elementary districts of 
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his county•" 

Section 2. Section 2D-9-313t MCAt Is amended to read: 

20-9-313. Circumstances under which the regular 

average number belonging may be Increased. The averag~ 

number belonging of a school for a given school fiscal yeart 

calculated in accordance with the ANB formula prescribed In 

20-9-311 9 may be Increased when: 

(1) the opening of a new ele•entary school or the 

reopening of an elementary school has been approved in 

accordance with 20-6-502. The average number belonging for 

such school shall be established by the county 

superintendent and approved, disapproved, or adjusted by the 

superintendent of public instruction. 

(2) the opening or reopening of a high school or a 

branch of the county high school has been approved In 

accordance with 20-6-503, 20-6-504t or 20-6-505. The average 

number belonging for such high school shall be established 

by the county superintendent•s estimate, after an 

investigation of the probable number of pupils that will 

attend such high school. 

(3} a district anticipates an Increase in the average 

nuaber belonging due to the closing of any private or public 

school in the district or a neighboring district. The 

estimated increase in average number belonging shall be 

established by the trustees and the county superintendent 

-2- T H I R D READING 
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and approved, disapproved, or adjusted by the superintendent 

of public Instruction no later than the fourth Monday In 

June. 

[4) a district anticipates an unusual enrollment 

Increase In the ensuing scnool fiscal year. The increase In 

average number belonging shall be based on estimates of 

Increased enrollment approved by the superintendent of 

public instruction and shall be computed In the manner 

prescribed by 20-9-311t• 

(5) for the initial year of operation of a program 

established under 20-7-117(11• the ANB to be used for budget 

12 purposes Is the same as one-half the nuaber of 5-year-old 

13 children residing in the district as of September 10 of the 

14 preceding school year, either as shown on the official 

15 school census or as determined by some other procedure 

16 approved by the superintendent of public Instruction; 

17 (61 a special full-tiae pupil, as defined In 20-9-311• 

18 in a given school year will no longer be considered a 

19 special full-time pupil in the ensuing school year (the 

ZO superintendent of public Instruction may grant one ANB for 

21 such pupil for· the ensuing school year); or 

22 (7) a high school district provides early graduation 

23 for any student who co•pletes graduation requirements In 

Zit less than eight semesters or the equivalent aNOunt of 

25 secondary school enrollment gt_wbeo a hjgh ~booJ district 

-3-
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pcovldes earl¥ graduation toe a class of students who baye 

kQJDpl eted the reQ~Qr graduation__~--lll 

PUAil-ios~on dij¥5 lo the twelftb g(ade. The Increase 

shall be established by the trustees as though the student 

had attended to the end of the school year and shall be 

approved, disapproved, or adjusted by the superintendent of 

public instruction.• 

Section 3. Effective date. This act is effective on 

passage and approval. 

-End-

-4-
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HJUSE BILL NO. 449 

INTRODUCED BY OBERG. SIVERTSEN. HEMSTAO 

A diLL FOR A~ ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ALLOW HIGH SCHOOL 

SENIORS TO GRADUATE UP TO 5 DAYS BEFORE COMPLETION OF TH~ 

~EQUIRED 160 PUPIL-INSTRUCTION DAYS IN THE SCHOOL YEAR 

WITHOUT A LOSS OF STATE FOUNDATION FUNDS TO THE SCHOOL 

JISTRICT; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-1-301 AND 20-9-313• MCA; ANO 

PRJVIOING A~ IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED 3Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-1-301• MCAo is amended to ~ead: 

"20-1-301. School fiscal yea~. The school fiscal yea~ 

'>hall begin on July l and end on June 30. At least lt!O 

scr1ool days of pupi 1 instruction shall be conducted du~ing 

each school fiscal yearo ex£~ __ th~! __ !l2-~~~~Qf_Q~~il 

l~2!ruc!lQD_fQL_~r~S!~~!lDg__~nl~--~~~--be_~yffi£l~n! __ ~ 

Q.r!t~.ul~S!_J.~~Q=9-1ll.!._Qr unless a var 1 an<: e fo~ kinde~ ga ~ten 

has been q~anted unde~ 20-1-302 o~ a district is granted a 

variance under the provis1ons of chapter 9• part tl• of this 

t1tle. Any district that fails to provide for at least 1sry 

school aays of pupil 1nstruct1on shall not oe entitl<'d to 

rece1ve any apportionment of the statP 1nterest and 1ncome 

funas. Any such forf~ited moneys shall be apportioned by the 

county superintendent to the other el<>ment_ary districts of 
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his county." 

Section 2. Section 20-9-313, ~CAt is amended to read: 

l0-9-jl3. Circumstances under which the regular 

averdge number belonging may be increased. The average 

number belonging of a school for a given school fiscal year. 

calculated in accordance with the ANB formula prescribed in 

20-9-311• may be inc~eased when: 

(1} the opening of a new elementary school or the 

reopeniny of an elementary school has been approved in 

accordance with 20-6-502. The average number 

such school shall be established by 

belonging for 

the county 

superintendent and approved, disapproved• or adjusted by the 

superintendent of publiC instruction. 

high school or a (2) the openiny o~ reopening of a 

branch of the county htgh school has been approved in 

accordance with 20-b-503, 20-b-504, or 20-b-505. The average 

number belonying for such high school shall be established 

by the county superintendent's estimate. after an 

1nvest1gat10n of the probable number of pupils that will 

attend such hiyh school. 

(3} a d1stroct anticipates an increase in the average 

number belon~ing due to the closing of any private or public 

school in the district or a neighboring aistrict. The 

estimated increase in average number belonging shall be 

established by the trustees and the county superintendent 

-2- H3 449 
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and approved, disapproved, or adjusted by the superintendent 

of public instruction no later than the fourth ~onddy in 

June. 

(4) a d1str1ct antiCipates an unusual enrollment 

increase in the ensuing school fiscal year. The increase in 

average number belonging shall be based on estimates of 

increased enrollment approved by the superintendent of 

public instruction and shall 

prescribed by 20-9-314. 

be computed 10 the mdnner 

(5) for the initial year of operation of a pro~ram 

established under 20-7-117(1)• the ANB to be used for budget 

purposes is the same as one-half the number of 5-year-old 

13 children residing in the district as of September 10 of the 

14 preceding school year. either as shown on the official 

15 school census or as determined by some other procedur~ 

!6 approved by the superintendent of public instruction; 

17 

18 

(6) a special 

1n a given school 

full-time pupil, as defined in 2u-9-31lt 

year wi 11 no longer be con,.idered a 

!9 special full-time pupil in the ensuing school year (the 

20 superintendent of public instruction may qrant one A~~ for 

21 such pupil for the ensuing school year); ::n 

22 

23 

24 

(7) a h1gh school district provides early gradUdtion 

for any student who completes 

less than eight semesters or 

graduation requirements in 

the equivalent amount of 

l5 secondary school enrollment QL_~he~-~blgb __ ~£b22l__di~~Li£! 
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~~y~des __ ~2Llt _ _9~2~2!!Q~_!QL_2-f!~~-2f-~!~~fU!~-~b2_hd~ 

fE~QlgteQ __ !~--L~~~~nt~ __ fo_r ___ gr~~~tiQQ_ __ if!~! ___ ll~ 

Q~Qil=iU2!r~£!!QU __ 1iY2_-iQ __ th~_!~~lftb_sra~~· The increos~ 

shall t>e e,;tabl isherl by the trustees as thou'-jh the stuaent 

had attended to the ena of the school year and shdll o~ 

approved, disapprove~, or adJusted b~ the sup@rintendent 0f 

publjc instructi~n.'' 

Section 3. Effect1ve date. This act is effective on 

passage and approval. 

-End-
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