
January 23, 1981 

January 26, 1981 

January 29, 1981 

February 2, 1981 

February 10, 1981 

House Bill 443 

In The House 

Introduced and referred 
to Committee on Judiciary 

Fiscal note requested. 

Fiscal note returned. 

Committee reco1nmend bill 
do not pass. Objection. 

On motion postponed 
consideration of adverse 
committee report until 
32nd legislative day. 

Committee recommend bill 
do not pass. Objection. 

Report adopted. 
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5 Gtf'iEi<AL TO PP.EPARE INSTRUCTICi~S 'JN H·JW TO PROlOAT<: A WILL (',~ 

s~r·rL~ ~r~ :sT~T~t TG P~i?A~~ fS~~S ~ECiSSARY TL PP~!AT£ A 

7 HILL !.NO AD~'lNISTER A~'i ESTATE, AND TU 01 STR!5UT<: THe 

f, I~ST<UCTIU~S AN0 ~DRMS TO THE PU~LIC.M 

lu ~~ 11 ~NACTED BY THE LfGISLATURE OF THE STATE JF ~ONTA~A: 

11 Section 1. P~rpose. The ~urpose of [this act] is t~ 

12 1ioa~a instructions available to "the public• in ••as i 1 y 

E u;-,derstood lcnguage, on how t<> prob.lte a will or aclirinist<?r 

14 ~n est3te 2nd tc make availa~le tha forms necessary for 

~~ ti1os<o> p:.~rposes. "ot all pro3ates or aJwini strations require 

1..:. ex~ensive lagal exp~rtise and [this act] is intended to 

17 provide for assistance to personal represantatives of thos~ 

li est3~es r~ot involving si~nificant l~gal asp~cts 2nd ~~ich 

19 are c.::~p;ble of being settl.'?d with a minimal amount of 

2: ~x~ar~ise. 

21 S~ction 2o Attorngy general to pre~are instructions 

22 ana forms. Thd attorney 9e~eral shall prep~re ~en~ral 

2: instructions9 in 2asily un1erstood l3nquaqe. en ho~ to 

24 :lr~bit~ a will and aominister an astatg~ T~;~ att~rn~y 

25 ~enera1 shall also pre~are forms f~r th~ docum2nts t~dt 3re 
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1 g~nerally necessary in the administration of an estate. Th9 

z attorney general shall review ana revise the instructions 
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and forms to insure they are consistent with changing 

statutory provisions. 

Section 3. Distribution of probate instructions and 

forms. The attorn0y general shall distribute the probate and 

administration instructions and forms to the clerK of the 

district court in each county. The clerk of the district 

court shall then make the instructions ana for~s available 

to the public at no charge. 

Section 4o Cost to prepare, publish, anti distribute 

instructions and forms. The ccst incurred by the attorney 

Jeneral to prepare, publish, and distribute the instructions 

and forms provided fer in [secti~n 2) shall t>e reimbursed· 

from the procseos of the Montana estate and inheritance tax. 
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STATE OF MONTANA 

FISCAL NOTE 

217-81 REQUEST NO. -------· 

Form IW-15 

In compliance with a written request received 1-27 , 19 81_, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 
HB 443 for ---------- pursuant to 'Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTICN: 

House bill 443 is an act to require the Attorney General to prepare instructions on how 
to probate a will or settle an estate and prepare necessa:ry fonns to distribute to the 
pililic. 

ASSUMPTICNS: 

l. Preparation of fonns will require the expertise of a probate attorney. It will be 
necessa:ry to contract with private counsel to develop instructions and fonns. 

2. Approxi.rrately 20,000 sets of instructions and fonns will be required annually. 

3. A training session will be required for clerks of court to answer general questions 
from the public. 

4. 'Ihe Attorney General's staff will direct and review Y.Ork of the contracted probate 
attorney. 

FIOC'AL IMPACT: 

Contracted Attorney, including clerical services, 8 \lv'eeks at 6 billable hours/day = 
240 billable hours at $75/ hour ~ $18,000 

Publishing and distribution costs; 20,000 sets of instructions and fo:rms/year 
at $1.90/set = 38,000 

Training sessions, 6 locations around the state = 1, 000 
FY 82 costs $57,000 

Publishing and distribution costs only FY 83 costs 38,000 

Tbtal Biennium costs $95,000 (General Fund) 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: I . 2Cf - 8' r 


