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House Bill 443

In The House

Introduced and referred
to Committee on Judiciary

Fiscal note redquested.
Fiscal note returned.

Committee recommend bill
do not pass. Objection.

On motion postponed
consideration of adverse
committee report until
32nd legislative day.

Committee recommend bill
do not pass. Objection.

Report adopted.
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HOUSE BILL NDe 443

ATTORNEY

GENERAL TO PREPARE INSTRUCTICNS ON Q¥ TO PROBATE A WILL ©OR
STTThe a4 TSTATS.  TL PREZARE FORMS NECISSARY TL PPOITATD A
HILL AND ADFINISTER AN ESTATEs AND T4 DISTRISUTE TH:

TH4STAUCTIGHS AND f2RMS TO THE PUSLICW™

©Z 1T cNACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:R

Section le Purposes The ourpcse of [this sct] is to
waks instructions available to +the publics in casily
understood languagcse on how %5 probate a will or adeinister
an 2state and tc make availazle thz forms necessary for
tinose purposes. ot all probates or sdministrations require
extensive lagal expartise apd {this act] is intended to
provide for assistance to personal represantatives of those
2states not involving significant legal aspeacts and wWhich
are capible of being settlad with a ainimal amocunt of
axzartisce

Section 2 Attorney general to prepare instructions
anag formse The attorney general shall orepare Jena2ral
instructionsy in e2&sily understood languages on how to
arvbiste a will and administer an  estate. Tha attornay

general snall also przgare forms for thn: decuments that 3re
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generally necessary in the administration of an estatee Tha
attorney gen=2ral shall review and revise the instructions
and forms toc insure they are consistent with changing
statutory provisionss

Section 3. Distribution of probate instructions and
forms. The attorney general shall distribute the probate and
administration instructions and forms to the clerk of the
district court in each countye The clark of the district
court shall then make the instructions and forws available
to the public at no chargee.

Section 4« Cost tc prepares publishy and distribute
instructions and formss The ccst incurred by the attorney
Jensral to prepares publishy and distribute the instructions
and forms provided fer in [section 2] shall be reimbursed:
from the procseds of the Montanz estate and inheritance taxe

-End~
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STATE OF MONTANA
REQUEST NO. 217-81

FISCAL NOTE
Form BD-15

In compliance with a written request received 1-27 , 19 81 , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note

for HB 443 pursuant to ' Title b, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA).

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members

of the Legislature upon request.

DESCRIPTICN ¢

House bill 443 is an act to require the Attorney General to prepare instructions on how
to probate a will or settle an estate and prepare necessary forms to distribute to the

public.
ASSUMPTIONS:

1. Preparation of forms will require the expertise of a probate attorney. It will be
necessary to contract with private counsel to develop instructions and forms.

2. Approximately 20,000 sets of instructions and forms will be required annually.

3. A training session will be required for clerks of court to answer general questions
fram the public.

4. The Attorney General's staff will direct and review work of the contracted probate
attorney.

FISCAL IMPACT:

Contracted Attorney, including clerical services, 8 weeks at 6 billable hours/day =

240 billable hours at $75/ hour = $18,000
Publishing and distribution costs; 20,000 sets of instructions and forms/year
at $1.90/set = 38,000
Training sessions, 6 locations arcund the state = 1,000

FY 82 costs $57,000
Publishing and distribution costs only FY 83 costs 38,000

Total Biennium costs $95,000 (General Fund)

BUDGET DIRECTOR
Office of Budget and Program Planning

Date: - 2%" X,




