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Introduced and referred 
to Committee on Education. 

Died in Committee. 
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HOUSE Pill NO. ~ 

INTRODUCED BY ~~~-----

A Elll FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO GENEaALlY REVISE 

TEI'MI NATIO~' PROVISIONS FOR TEACHERS; DECREASihC TH= 

PkCe!TIU~A~Y f~RIOO RECLIRED B~FDRE A T~ACHEq MAY BE CffERED 

TE~URc WITH A SCHOOL DIST~ICT; Elllo!It~ATING MANDt. TORY 

RETIREMi~T PROVISICNS FOR TEACHERS; CLARIFYING THE REASONS 

FuR WHICH TRUSTEES MAY TERMINATE THE SERVICES Of A TENURE 

TEA!:~tE::; A;..D CLARIFYING THE GROUNDS CN W~ICH A TEACHER ~AY 

APPEAL A TERI"INATION DECISION TO THE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT 

OF SCHOOLS OR THE STAT!:' SUPERINTE~nENT CF PUBLIC 

lNST?UCTICN; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-4-203 THQ2UGP Z0-4-20?, 

r-~c.'t • tl 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE ST~TE OF ~ONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-4-203, ~CA, is amended to ~~ad: 

"20-4-203. Teache~ tenure. Whenevsr a teache~ has been 

elected by th~ offer and acceptance cf a contract for the 

fettr~~ ~~ c~nsecutive year of employment by a dist~ict 

in a position ~equiring teacher ce~tification except as a 

dist~ict suoerintendent er-~ee+e~+~~. the teacher shzll te 

dee~ea to be reelected from yea~ to yedr the~eafter 2s a 

t;,nure teacne~ at the same QL-~.t:!;;a:ts:r: salc.~y ana in th<" sa~re 

or 2 compa~able position of ewplcyffient as th~t provided by 
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lC 0922/01 

the last executed contract with such teacherT unless+ 

t~t the trustees resolve by majo~ity vote of thei~ 

membership to ter.,inate the services of the teacher in 

accordance with the provisions of 20-4-204~-or.a 

trt--~he-~eaeher-wt++-at~ei~~he-ege-e~-65-yeer~-be~re 

~he-en~u+n9-5e~tember-~-e~-the-~rtt~~ee~-heve--net+~ted--the 

teeeher--+n-wr+t+ng-by-~~r++-~-thet-h+~~erw+ee~-w+f+-net-be 

needed-tn-the-en~~+ng-~thee+-~+~ee+-yeerT--e~eept--t~et--the 

trtt~tee~--~ey-eenttn~e-~-eap~y-~ueh-e-~eee~~-~ree-y~er-~ 

yeer--~nt++--tne--~enee+--f+~e+--yea~--+e++ew+ft~--h+s--~eth 

b+rthd<!yw• 

Section 2. Section 20-4-204• ~CA, is amended to read: 

•2c-4-204. Termination of tenure teacher services. Lll 

Ih~~~uf_a_~~rl~aax-terffiin~~-1be_~xi~~-~r__a 

uwu:.ii-~cb~r uoslu...:.t.WL.iuov is i oo s~L&=!t:=ZilLLQ.L-i2Dii-lU 

mg,o:_~f_tJ:u:_:f!UlwUIUI-U:lii~L.SIDUl 

.lal--UD.filo~~.i 

ibl-l~J:<d~.i 

.Ls:l-..xllllill~-~f__:tll~-<l.!W~-~lkil!l---ilL_~ 

:tl:.llll.eil.!O..L.QJ: 

!JU __ ItM.n__:tb.e ___ fiD.ims;laL~ti.w:l--.cf __ :tlJii_llb.a.cl 

sihtr..itl_.r.e.qlli.J:~_a_.[.eW-L.tl.iruL.Jo _ _tb~num~.eL-_.2.f __ t~.5 

~l2X~~a__tb.e __ ~a~o __ fQL_t.e.rmlnatl2o_is_~-~gu~~~.e 

num~~r:_Qf _ _t.e~kh~_.em~l&~~-t~re__~.e __ UQ __ ~~bin~ 

r.e~Q2o~tlllti~~-u.erfQLm.e~x_a_oQnt.eUUL.e_t~.er-1ha~Qul~ 

-2-
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t~tiZl Whenever the trustees of any district resclv~ 

to terminate the services of a tenure teacher under the 

~rovisions of ~&-4-r&3t~t ~~~1i2D-!11• they shall, before 

~+-~ Hax--1• notify such teacher of such ter•ination in 

writing by certified or register~d letter or by personal 

notification for which a signea receipt Is returned. Such 

notification shall include a printed copy of this section 

for the teacher•s information. 

t~tLll Any tenure teach€r who receives a notice of 

termination may request, in writing 10 days after the 

receipt of such notice, a written statea~nt declarino 

clearly and explicitly the specific reason or reasons for 

the termination of his services, and the trustees shall 

supply such stateEent within 10 days after the request. 

t3tL~ ~ithin 10 days after the tenure teacher 

receives the statement of reasons for termination, he may 

request in writing ~ hearing before the trustees to 

reconsider their termination action. when a hearing Is 

requested, the trustees shall conduct such a hearin~ an~ 

reconsider their termination action within 10 days after the 

receipt of the reGuest for a hearing. If the trustees affirm 

their decfslon to terminate the teacher•s employment, the 

tenure teacher may appeal their decision to the county 

superintendent who may appoint a qualified attorney at law 

-3-
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LC 0922/01 

as legal adviser who shall assist th@ suoerintendent In 

preparing findin~s of fact and conclusions of law. 

t~t~ Subsequently, either the teac~er or the 

trustees may appeal to the superintendent Gf public 

Instruction under the provision for the appeal of 

controversies in this title. 

U!l A teoun UiH:her uv ~R~t.WLt.J:u~ui:~edllnn 
. ~he &ouor.,. $UpJ!C jnteo<teot as_su3nU.WIJL.iD-...uhu~-Ul 

QL_.lUWll~¥--ill:lllfal~:t.lle~u~tiDu~nL_.II.f pubJ i c 

io~truc;ti on as provi delLJ.o-SilbU«:tl2Il (5] on -tl:lL-f.!llu~ 

Sl.£j2~oln 

.LJU__t~ __ _tb£_tru.:o~.!-~till2D-Ji>~L-SU::~e"--l:x 

~tjgo Q£ fa:.awll 

LbJ that ~_trustees•__Q~gn__tg_~~[oate tbe 

.:o~es of t.lle-teacber was ngt~~bx_the gyjdeO&~~ 

.QL 

L~--tb£1_t~1Lu~~c~-9ui1t¥--QL __ !i~~duct __ w; 

~ltte~--Uc~ __ error In refu~· on cau~-~~ 

~pg~~.icg 0[ i n__t.dlllillg__:tJL_~jiL-.>letlinnn.t 

e¥LQ~~ or ctbecwjse actad_imprgperly jo a_aanoer by w~ 

tbe teacher•s til;lh:ts weu preludic;eda• 

Section 3. Section 20-4-205, KCA• Is amended tc read: 

•2o-... -2os. Notification of tenure teacher reelection 

acceptance. (1) The trustees shall provide written notice 

by •P?++-~ ~ to all tenure teachers who have been 

-Lt-
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reelected. Any tenure teacher who does not receive notice of 

reelection or termination shall be autow.atically reelected 

for the ensuing school fiscal year. 

(2) Any tenure teacher who receives notification of 

his reelection for the ensuing school fiscal year shall 

provid~ the trust~es with his written acceptance of the 

conditions cf such reelection within 20 days after the 

receipt of the notice of reelection, and failure to so 

notify the trustees within 20 days 

conclusive evidence of his nonacceptance 

position." 

shall constitute 

of the tendered 

Section 4• Section 20-4-206, MCA 1 is amended to read: 

"20-4-206. Notification of nontenure teacher 

reel~ction acceptance ----~e~+ne~+~-~n~-~tete~@nt-et 

~ee~en. (1) The trustees shall provide written notice by 

~f+--~5 ~1 to all nontenure teachers who have been 

reelected. Any nontenure teacher who does not receive nctice 

of reelection or ter~ination shall be auto~aticelly 

reelected for the ensuing school fiscal year. 

(2) Any nontenure teacher who receives notific~tion of 

his reelection tor the ensuing school fiscal yea~ shall 

provide the trustees with his written accep~~nce of the 

conditions nf such reelection within 2C ddys ~ft&r t~e 

receipt of thF notice of ree1ecti0n• Failure to so notify 

thP trustees within 20 days may be considerPd ncnacceptancc 
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of the tendered position. 

t3t--~hen-~he-~u~~ee~-nc~+fy-e--nentenu~e-~eeehe~--e~ 

~~mf~~+eny-~he-~eeeher-mey-w+~n+n-~e-~ey~-et~e~-Peee+~~-e+ 

~ueh--~ct+ee--meke--wr+t~en--reque~~--e+--the-~~u~~ee~-+e~-a 

~etemen~-+n-w~+~~n~--o+--the--~~en~--+e~--tepmfne~en--et 

em~+eymen~·---~+~h+n--~e--days-e+tep-reeefpt-e+-~he-~eque~ty 

~he-~~u~~ee~-~he++-tu~n+~h-~ueh-~tetemen~-~e-~e~eeehe~. 

t+t~ The provisions of this section shall not apply 

to cases in which a nontenure teacher is terminated when the 

financial condition of the school district requires a 

reduction in the number of teachers employed and the reason 

for the termination is to reduce the number of teachers 

employed.• 

Section 5. Section 20-4-2C7, MCA, is amended to read: 

•zo-4-207. Dismissal of teacher under contract. {1) 

The trustees of any district may dismiss a teacher before 

the expiration of his employment contract for fl!ul!e~e++t:yy 

unfitness, inco~petence, or violation of the adopted 

policies of such trustees. 

(2) Any teacher who has been dismissed ~ay in writing 

within 10 days appeal such dismissal to the county 

superintendent. following such a~peal a nearinq shall be 

held within 10 d~ys. If the county superintend~ntt after a 

hearing, determines that the diswissal by the trustees was 

made without gocd cause, he shall order the trustees to 

-6- \-t {3 '-\~ ' 
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1 reinstate such teact.er and to compensate such teacher at his 

2 contract amount for the time lo5t during the perding of the 

3 appeal. • 

-End-
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