
HOOSE BILL NO. 336 

INTR.OOUCE:D BY KANDUCH, 0,. JlROWN, 
MANUEL, DAILY, SEIFERT, PAVLOVICH, CONROY 

.January 19, 1981 

February 14, 1981 

February 16, 1981 

February 17, 1981 

February 18, l9Sl 

February 20, 1961 

February 21, l9Rl 

February 24, 1981 

Harch 2, HHH 

t1arch 25, 1981 

Hareh 27, l9Sl 

~1arch 30, l!HH 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass. Report adopted .. 

Bill printed and placed on 
membo rs • cle sks,. 

Motion pass consideration. 
Rereferred to Committee on 
State Administration 

Hotion pass consideration. 
3ill taken from Committee 
and referred to second 
reading. 

Second readin9, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, paaeed. 
Ayes, 59; Noos, 40. 
Transmitted to Senate. 

IN TRE SENA'l'E 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on State AdMinis­
tration. 

committee recommend bill be 
concurred in as amended. 
Heport adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in 
as af!lentted. 1\yeo, 34J Noes, J.4. 



r1arch 31, 1981 

April B, 1981 

April 10, 1981 

April 11, 19tH 

April 17, 19tH 

April 20, l98l 

IN Tac uousr: 

Returned from senate with 
amendments. 

second reading, amendments 
not concurred in. 

On motion Conference Committee 
requested and appointed. 

Conference Committee diaeolved. 

On motion new Free Conference 
Committee requested and appointed. 

Free Conference Committee re­
I~rted and dissolved. 

second reading, Freo Conference 
· Cornmi ttee report adopted. 

On motion rules auspended and 
bill placed on third reading 
this day. 

Third reflding, f'ree Conference 
Committee report adopted. 
Ayes, 66t woes, 17. Trans­
mitted to Senate. 

IN THE SENATE 

Free Conference Committee 
report atlopted. 

IN THE HOUSE 

-2-

Returned from sonate. Con­
curred in. Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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A BILL FOR A ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROHISIT 

2 

3 

4 

5 S~LICITATIDN ~!THIN OR AT THE ENT~Y OF ANY POLLI~G PLACE; 

6 A~ENDI~G SECTION 13-35-218, ~CA." 

7 

<l ~~ IT ENACTED 9Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE nF ~JNTA~A: 

9 ~ection lo Section 13-35-218, MCA, is amgndad to r9ad: 

1') "13-35-l18. Coercion or undue influence of voters. (1) 

ll ~o person, directly or indirectly, by himself or 2ny other 

12 pc;rsun in his behalf• in order to i01duce .:>r compel a person 

13 tc vnt~ or refr~in from votinq for any candidate, the ticket 

14 of ~r.y politic~l ?arty, or any ~allot issue before the 

15 peorlc, n:ay: 

16 (~) u~e or threaten to use any force, coercion, 

17 vicl~nce, restraint, or undue influence 3gainst any person; 

18 or 

19 (b) inflict or threaten to inflict, by himself or .3ny 

20 other person, any temporal or spiritual injury, damage, 

21 harn, or loss upon or against any person. 

22 (2) No person who is a minister, preacher, priest, or 

23 ether church officer cr who is an officer of any corporation 

24 or organization, religious or otherwise, may, other than by 

2~ ~ublic speech or ?rint, urge, persuade, or command any voter 
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9 

10 

ll 

12 
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15 

16 

LC 0914/'ll 

to vote or r~frain from votinc f~r or 3jainst any candidate, 

political ~arty ticket, or ballot issu~ sub~itted to the 

people because of his reli~ious duty or the interest of any 

corporation, church, or other organization. 

(3) ~o parson may, by abduction, duress, nr any 

fraudulent contrivance, impede or prevent the free exercise 

of the franchise by any voter at any election or thereby 

compel, induce, or prevail upon any elector to give or to 

refrain from giving his vote at any election. 

(4) No person may, in any manner, interfere with a 

voter lawfully exercising his ri~ht to vote at an election 

so as to prevent the election from being fairly held and 

lawfully conducted. No person may obstruct the doors or 

entries of any polling place gL_engage in anx-~lLkLliitiQo 

.af_lo~ii~l:.LfQ.L.b..lll~_ium-lfj tb i o or ~1-1ll~-imt~f 

.an:t.-J;Wl~lUiikli:• .. 

-End-

I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
-2-
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Approved by Committee 
on Judiciary 

IN_T,RODUCijfB) ... ~~ _ / ~·"'a:'" ~W 
17~.J1J~ 
A BILL FO;-~ ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROHIBIT 

SOLICITATION WITHIN OR AT THE ENTRY OF ANY POLLING PLACE; 

AMENDING SECTION 13-35-218, HCA." 

eE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1o Section 13-35-218, MCA, is amgnded to read: 

"13-35-218. Coercion or undue influence of votdrs. (1) 

~o p~rson, directly or indirectly, by himself or ~ny other 

p~rson in his behalf, in order to induce or compel a person 

to vote or refrain from voting for any candidate, the ticket 

of 3ny politic31 party, or any ballot issue before the 

people, may: 

(a) use or threaten to use any force, coercion, 

violgnce, restraint, or undue influence against any person; 

18 or 

19 (b) inflict or threaten to inflict, by himself or any 

20 other person, any temporal or spiritual injury, damage, 

21 hara, or loss upon or against any person. 

22 (2) No person who is a minister, preacher, priest, or 

23 other church officer or who is an officer of any corporation 

24 or organization, religious or otherwise, may, other than by 

25 public speech or print, urge, persuade, or command any voter 
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to vote or refrain from voting for or against any candidate, 

political party ticket, or ballot issue submitted to the 

people because of his religious duty or the interest of any 

corporation, church, or other organization. 

{3) No person may, by abduction, duress, or any 

fraudulent contrivance, impede or prevent the free exercise 

of the franchise by any voter at any election or thereby 

compel, induce, or prevail upon any elector to give or to 

refrain from glviny his vote at any election. 

(4) No person may, in any manner, interfere with a 

voter lawfully exercising his right to vote at an election 

so as to prevent the election from being fairly held and 

lawfully conducted. No person may obstruct the doors or 

entries of any polling place gL_engage in any sollcjtatjon 

of sjgnatuL~fQL_hallot jssyes ~jtbjo or ~1--1b~-£at~f 

any polling ~e.n 

-End-

S E C 0 N D R E A D I N G 
-2-

/IB.J.!~ 
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l ~ "C&:L 336 H'_T_,RODUC~~ ~ ~ ---a- ~ 0 J1 j 17~1' ~~J ~- d-~ 
A BILL FOR~ A ACT ENTITLEO: "AN ACT TO PROHIBIT 

2 

3 

4 

5 SOLICITATIOi~ tiiTHIN OR AT THE ENTRY OF ANY POLLING PLACE; 

6 AMENDING SECTION 13-35-218• ~CAo" 

1 

8 Ei IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATC: OF I':~NTM:A: 

9 Section 1. Section l3-35-216y MCAt is am9ndad to read: 

10 "13-35-218. Coercion or undue influence of v-:>t~rs. (1) 

11 ~o parson, directly or indirectly, by himself or ~ny other 

12 parsjn in his behalf, in order tc induce or cowpel a person 

13 to vote or rQfr~in from votinq for any candidate, the ticket 

14 of a~y politic3l ~arty, or any ballot issue Defore the 

15 people, n:c-y: 

10 (a) use or threaten to use any force, coercion, 

17 vicl2nce, restraint. or undue influence against any person; 

18 or 

19 (b) inflict or threaten to inflict, by himself or .,my 

20 other person 9 any temporal or spiritual injury, damage, 

21 harm, or loss upon or against any person. 

22 (2) No person who is a minister, preacher• priest, or 

23 other church officer or who is an officer of any corporation 

24 or organization, religious or otherwise, may, other than by 

25 public speech or printt urge, persuade, or command any voter 
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to vote or refrain from voting for or against any candidate, 

political party ticket, or ballot issue submitted to the 

people because of his religious duty or the interest of any 

corporation, church, or other organization. 

(3) No person may, by abduction, duress, or any 

fraudulent contrivance, impede or prevent the free exercise 

of the franchise by any voter at any election or thereby 

compel, induce, or prevail upon any elector to give or to 

refrain from giving his vote at any election. 

(4) ~o person may, in any manner, interfere with a 

voter lawfully exercising his right to vote at an election 

so as to prevent the election from being fairly held and 

lawfully conducted. No person may obstruct the doors or 

entries of any polling place QL_~age in a~1Lki~~ 

of sjgoa~~fCL-~allQi issues wjtbjo pr ~--~ entry gL 

any pollin~~~·" 

-End-

-2- T H I R D 
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HOUSE Bill NO. 334 

INTRODUCED BY KANDUCH, o. BROWNo 

MANUElo OAILYo SEIFERT, PAVLOVICH, CONROY 

ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROHIBIT A 3Ill FOR 

SOlICITATION 

AN ACT 

WITHIN OR AT THE ENTRY OF ANY POLLING PLACE; 

AMENDING SECTION 13-35-218, HCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-35-218, MCAo is a~nded to read: 

"13-35-218. Coercion or undue influence of voters. (11 

No person, directly or indirectly. by hi•self or any other 

person 1n his behalf, in order to induce or compel a person 

to vote or refrain from votinq for any candidate, the ticket 

of any political party, or any ballot issue before the 

people, may: 

taJ use or threaten to use any force, coercion, . 
violence, restraint, or undue influence against any person; 

or 

(b) inflict or threaten to infJicto by himself or any 

other person, any te111poral or spiritual injury, dama<Jeo 

har•• or loss upon or against any person. 

(l) No person who is a minister. preacher• priest, or 

24 other church officer or who is an officer of any corporation 

25 or or~anizationo religious or otherwise, may, other than by 
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public speech or prints urge, persuade, or com.and any voter 

to vote or refrain from voting for or against any candidate, 

political party ticketo or ballot issue submitted to the 

people because of his religious duty or the interest of any 

corporation, church, or other organization. 

(3) No person mayo by abduction, duress, or any 

fraudulent contrivance, i~pede or prevent the free exercise 

of the franchise by any voter at any election or thereby 

compel, induce, or prevail upon any elector to give or to 

refrain from giving his vote at any election. 

(~) No person may. in any aannero interfere with a 

voter lawfully exercising his right to vote at an election 

so as to prevent the election from being fairly held and 

lawfully conducted. 

121 No person may obstruct the doors or entries of any 

polling place ~~=~g~-+ft-aftr-~o~ei~~+eft. SOLICITATION of 

~atuL!!L!!ll_balloLi!~ lli!_FOII._~_OTH£R P!,!RPOS~ within 

~-POL~ll;!LPLA_!;f QL et: WITHIN 200 FEET OF .lhe entry of ~ 

QQlling __ ~ce !1_ OBS!RUCTION WITHIN THE ME~NING OF THIS 

SUB~ECT!ON•• 

-End-

-2- H9 336 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 336 

INTRODUCED BY KANOUCHo D. BROWN, 

MANUELo OAILYo SEIFERT, PAVLOVICH, CONROY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROHIBIT 

SOLICITATION WITHIN OR AT THE ENTRY OF ANY POLLING PLAtE; 

AMENDING SECTION 13-35-218o MCA.• 

8E IT ENAtTEO BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-35-218• MtAo is a~nded to read: 

•13-35-218. Coercion or undue influence of voters. llJ 

No person, directly or indirectly, by himself or any other 

~erson in his behalf, in order to induce or compel a person 

to vote or refrain from voting for any candidate• the ticket 

of any poli t ica 1 party, or any ba 11 ot issue before the 

people, may: 

(a) use or threaten to use any force. coercion, 

violence, restraint, or undue influence against any person; 

or 

(b) inflict or threaten to inflict, by himself or any 

other person, any temporal or spiritual injury. da11ageo 

harmo or loss upon or against any person. 

12) No person who is a minister, preacher, priest, or 

other church officer or who is an officer of any corporation 

or organazation, relagious or otherwise, mayo other than by 
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public speech or print• urgeo persuade, or c~nd any voter 

to vote or refrain fro• voting for or against any candidate• 

political party ticketo or ballot issue sub•itted to the 

people because of his religious duty or the interest of any 

corporation, churcho or other organization. 

{3) No person mayo by abduction, duress, or any 

fraudulent contrivance, iMpede or prevent the free exercise 

of the franchise by any voter at any election or thereby 

compel, induce, or prevail upon any elector to give or to 

refrain from giving his vote at any election. 

{4) r•o person IAayo in any manner, interfere with a 

voter lawfully exercising his right to vote at an election 

so as to prevent the election from being fairly held and 

lawfully conducted. 

121 No person ~~LEt!ION_OAY may obstruct the doors 

or entries of any polling place ~-eftg~~~ 

~~~e~~~~~~~ 9R-EN6~~E-fH-AN¥-S9tlt~~A~iaNw-S~+&~~A~f9N o+ 

!±.g~~~=!!!e!!eH~~-~ .!l.!!ll aR-FSR-~!ff!:!f~~~ .. ~~*"' 

~=-P8tH!:!!i~I:Af:E !!!: ~ A'l W~'lHHti!e&-FH~~ the-en~ry-o+ 

~2~±~~~~ fS-~~?R~E'l+SN-wifHfH-'lHE-"e.NtH6-8F--fHf5 

S~~~~!!9N ~-ENG!~s_!~~y SOLICITATION OF A VOTER WITHIN 

THE _ _I!OO!'!~~ VOTES_!_!!L~!~tAS T _Q!_ELSEW!:!ERE _l!i__!!f! 

""~~~!L~HI~!Ll!:LANY _WA'I' INT~RFERll_~ITH_ THLELEfTION PRQlli1 

Q!L_Q!!EI!Il~!!:!L ACt~ll__OF VOTER~!!U1!LFRO!'!...!!:!Le_g!.LING 

f~AC£.• 

&J: Hil 336 
REFERENCE BILL: Includes Free 
Conferen9~ Committee Report 
Dated 7-/&?- J'l 



......................... April ... lO., .................. 19 ... B.l .. . 

FREE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
ON HOUSE BILL NO. 336 

(Report No. 1, April 10, 1981 

MR. PRESIDENT AND SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE: 

We, your Free conference committee on House Bill No. 336, met 
April 10, 1981, and considered: 

·.;' Senate State Administration Committee Amendments to the third reading 
copy, dated March 25, 1981, and recommend as follows: 

That the House accede to committee amendment No. 1; 

That the Senate recede from Committee amendments No. 2 through No. 4~ 

That House Bill No. 336 be further amended as specified in the CLERICAL 
INSTRUCTIONS Nos. 1 and 2. 

That the reference copy of House Bill No. 336 read as specified in the 
CLERICAL INSTRUCTIONSi 

And, that the Conference Report to House Bill No. 336 be adopted. 

CLERICAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

1. Page 2, line 15. 
Following: "person" 
Insert: "on election day'' 

2. Page 2, line 16. 
Following: "eei:i:ei:t1ia~i:ers·" 
strike: the remainder of subsection (5). 
Insert: "or engages in any solicitation of a voter 

within the room where votes are being cast or elsewhere 
in any manner which in any way interferes with the election 
process or obstructs the access of voters to or from the 
polling place" 



March 25, 1981 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(State Administration) 

That House Bill No. 336 be amended as follows: 

J. Poge 2, line 13. 
I''•, I I' 1w 1 1••1, "1 :lluducted." 
Insert: 11 (5)" 

2. Page 2, line 14. 
Following: "place" 
Strike: 11 or engage in any solicitation" 
Insert: " Solicitation11 

3. Page 2, line 15. 
Following: "issues" 
Insert: "or for any other purpose" 
Following: "within" 
Insert: "any polling place" 
Following: "or" 
Strike: 11 at 11 

Insert: 11 Within 200 feet of" 

4. Page 2, line 16. 
Following: "place" 
Insert: "is obstruction within the meaning of this subsection" 


