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BILL NOo 320 

!NTRnOUCEO BY 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE 

6 DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS TO ADOPT RULES IMPLeMENTING TITL~ 61, 

7 CHAPTER lOt HCA, RELATING TO SIZE, WEIGHTo ANu LOAO 

B PROVISIONS.• 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 Section lo Rulemaking authority. The department of 

12 hiqhways a~ay adopt and enforce rules to implement, 

13 interpret, or otherwise execute the provisions of this 

14 chapter. 

15 Section 2. Codification instruction. Section 1 is 

16 intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 61, 

17 chapter lOo and the provisions of Title 61, chapter 10, 

13 apply to section 1. 
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STATEMENT OF INTENT 

HOUSE ~Ill 320 

House Hiyhways and Transpo~tation Committee 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

it g~ants rulemaking autho~ity to the Department of Highways 

to implement, interpret, and car~y out the provisions 

~elating to mota~ vehicle size, weighto and load 

restrict aons. 

Th~ legislature intends that the department havP 

discretion to adopt rules or to amend existing rules in such 

manner as wi 11 promote the enforcement of provtstons 

regulating vehicles pursuant to Title 61, chapter lOt MCA, 

for the protectton of the public and the state highways. It 

15 is intended that the depa~tment. with its expertise and 

16 experience in the administration and enforcement of gross 

17 vehicle weight laws, supplement the statutory provisions 

18 with such enforceable rules as are necessary to further th~ 

19 administrati~n and regulation of vehicles under this 

20 ch~pter. 

21 It is contemplated that such rules shoul~ supplement 

22 anc interpret the provisions of Chapter 10, by proviJing: 

23 (1) guidance and dtrection for the administration and 

24 callection of yros~ vehicle w~iqht f2es; 

25 (i:) tm;:._l1.c-mEnt 1tion 3nd r-~~ul :1t ion _)f the J.Y rmi ~ 
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HB 320 

systems authorized by statute; and 

(3) regulation of the movement of vehicles with 

over~ized or overw~ight loads for the purpose of insuring 

highway safety for the protection of the traveling public 

and the state hiJhway system. 

It is not intended that the department have the 

authority to adopt ~ules having the effect of increasing the 

size, weight• and height standards contained in Title 6lo 

chapter 10. 

-l-



47th Legislature HB 0320/02 

Approved by Committee 
on Highw~ys & Tr~nsport~tion 

HOUSE BILL NOo 320 

2 INTRODUCED BY KROPP 

3 BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGH~~YS 

4 

5 A Bill FOR 4N ACT ENTITLED: ·~N ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE 

b JEPARTMENT OF HIGH~AYS TO ADOPT RULES IMPLEMENTING TITLE 61, 

7 CHAPTER lOo MC~, RELATING TO SilEo WEIGHT, AND LOAD 

8 PROVISIONS." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED 3Y THf LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Uf MONTANA: 

11 Section 1. Rulemaking authority. The department of 

12 hi yhways may adopt and enforce rules to implement, 

13 interpret• or otherwise execute the provisions of this 

14 chapter. 

15 Section 2. Codification instruction. Section is 

16 intended to be codified as an integral part of Titl2 61, 

17 chapter la, and the provisions of Title 61, chaiJter 10, 

18 apply to section 1. 

-End-
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STATEMENT OF INTENT 

HOUSE eiLL 320 

House Hi~hways and Transportation Comm•ttee 

A stat~men~ of intent is required for this bill b~cause 

it grants rulemaking authority to the Department of ~ighways 

to implement, interpret, and carry out the provisions 

relating to motor vehicle si.ze., weight, and I03d 

..-estrictaons. 

Tho le>gislature intends th,'lt the dep<~ rt111ent hdVf' 

ll discretion to adopt rules or to amend existinq rules in such 

ll m.anne r as w• 11 promote the enforcement of proviSiOns 

13 re·~ulat•nq vehicles pursuant to Title 61, chaot<>r 10, MCA, 

14 for the protectiOn of the public and the state highw~ys. It 

15 is Intended that the department, wlth its ~xpertis~ and 

16 
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exper len-ce in the 

vehicle weight laws, 

administration and enforc~ment of gross 

supplement the statutory provisions 

18 "ith such enforceable rules as are> necessary to further th'' 

19 administration and regulation of vehicles under this 

20 ch.,pter. 

21 It is contemplated that such rules shoul~ supplPment 

ll anc •nt·-,rrr<·t the provisions of Chapter 10, by f}rovi~ing: 

23 ( 11 ~uid~nce and direction f0r the ~dmintstration an·j 

24 collection of gros~ vehicle waiqnt fees; 

25 ( Z I irn.Jlem'". nt..ition 1nrl r ;.JulJt:inn :>f the ;Yr'"i~ 
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vehicles with 

ov2rsized or overweight loads for the purpose of insuring 

hiyh~ay safety for the protection of the traveling publ1c 

and the state hi~hway system. 

It is not: intended that the department have the 

authority to adopt rules having the effect of increasing the 

size, weight, and height standards contained in Title 61• 

ch~pter to. 
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1 HOUSE BILL NO. 320 

2 INTRODUCED BY ~ 
3 BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 

4 

5 A SILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE 

6 DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS TO ADOPT RULES IMPLEMENTING TITLE 61, 

7 CHAPTER 10, MCA, RELATING TO SIZE, HEIGHT, ANO LOAD 

B PROVISIONS•" 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF TH~ STATE OF ~ONTANA: 

11 Section l• Ruleaakinq autho~ity. The depa~tment of 

12 highways may adopt and enforce ~ules to implement, 

13 inte~p~et, or othe~wise execute the p~ovisions of this 

14 chapt~~. 

15 Section 2. Codification Instruction. Section 1 is 

16 intended to be codified as an lnteg~al part of Title 61o 

17 chapter 10, and the provisions of Title 61, chapte~ 10, 

18 apply to section 1• 

-End-
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