
January 19, 1981 

January 21, 1981 

January 26, 1981 

April 23, 1981 

House Bill 318 

In The House 

Introduced and referred 
to Committee on Business 
and Industry. 

Fiscal note requested. 

Fiscal note returned. 

Died in Committee. 



47th legislature LC 0637/01 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

B 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HOUSE _w;;-;;:;;.. 318 BILL NO. 

INTRODUCED BY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT AMENDING SfCTION 

69-3-302, MCA, TO PROHibiT UTILITY RATE INCREASES DU~ING A 

RUOGET PERIOD OF A STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY OP 

SCHOOL DISTRICT WITHOUT ADVANCE NOTICE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 69-3-302, MCA, is a~ended to read: 

"69-3-302. Changes in schedules. (1) No change shall 

be made in any schedule, including schedules of joint rates, 

except as approved by the commission or upon the passage of 

9 months. 

(2) Notwithstanding any provision of this title tc the 

contrary and notwithstanding tha existence of and 

authorization for the office of consumer counsel, the rates, 

tolls, or charges set forth in any schedule filed with the 

commission pursuant to 69-3-301 shall become effective and 

be lawful rates, tolls, or charges for the utility service 

r2ndered 9 ~onths after the date upon Mhich the schedule was 

filed under the rules of practice and procedure for filin 0 

as adopted by the commission or uryon commission approval, 

whichever shall occur first. However, if the rates, tolls, 

or char9es become effective ~8cause of ~he pass3qe of 9 
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months' time, the revenues collected thereunder shall be 

subject to rebate, plus interest at the rate of 10% per 

year, to the extent that the rates, tolls, or charges 

ultimately approved by the commission in its final decision 

produce revenues which are less than those collected under 

the filed schedules. 

L~ (a) Ao__jncrease__in a scn~le-Qf_utilitx ra~ 

a.Q.D~le_12_~te department. agem_s._s.Ufi.!:.la-.UD~~ 

.s.¥il>::m _ _un.u....__,;u:__gllt~~i:ti$:¥---:Ulrul~IU--..l.~~ 

~u.~rla.li12IL_2L.-_~a._school dj str j ct. cj :t.x.1-~lb.-kWUIJ;~ 

2t.b.e.LIUlll:t.l~-~g.iJ£il.i2Jl.a._QL_Q:t.bti_~o:t.i.U--fiJ:I2w;.~_b.l: 

l<WUl.i; funds j s_ng_:t. cbarl)eabl e liLt.twu:t.-.iHI.lt~,W;.,i.(;~_Bu:_.o 

~12ill-11l.llLll.U_.og~~-.IUl1l.!:..!L.LL.r:>::®lJ:~-'".Lleast 40 ~.X.S 

l:l.rlQJ:.e_~~-~li:~JJnnL~c.liJJJL~ll~e.~Lll.D-llle fir s:t. 

Iue.i.d>a-lJL-All.L.il__tu_z!l=ZQ::.lll!l..o. _ _Ea:.r:_~oc.l~--f.u.wl.ei1_il¥ 

l.e.Q.llLllllU:-~~Llil:tiLlli_<IJJg_Qj;Jle.r:_~li:t~Jl.oa.w;.iHL~ 

llUilll.!:.-L.u nd s • adyanc.s:_wl:t.l.!:..iL.ll-LliHULi~_.oL_l~ll~-~~ 

b~gr.a__tb~_flnal_i1a:t.~£2L-~ml~go_g[_"~lmloar~-~o~e.t 

e..:olim~e.:o~.tlU!l.!l.e!LIU-I=2=Ull.!-I=!l=!t.Z..Zl.t.-'lD>l __ il=1=lih-_lf 

~ll-~DC.S:_-DJ:.l.ti.!:S::--U®iLs::m!:Jll._i!;--liJll.t.-iil--lttill:t:t-LilU 

lou~:oLi~r.~~~rw:t.~.c:r._tl:l~~Lfl.ULJ1a:t-2f_:the 

.!lD~iog_fl:o.!:~_xga.r-fl2r._:o~~~Q.(;~gQ~e.nt __ ~~.euc.~ 

2L-:>ktlrwl_~!i:t.Liu~ ... 

.LtU _ _Ao__iw;;.r..ea..a_io _ _u:tllin_u:t.eL~l1211litiLl!uJ:iru:I-Jl 

QL.~il2u!il:t-~LQJU:o__m,~_c;u;:r.l.wi~nli_~ll~:.aill~J.g__<l 
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 167-81 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request received January 22 ' , 19 _81_., there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for _ HB-~18___ pursuant to' Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An act amending section 69-3-302 MCA, to prohibit utility rate 
increase during a budget period of a state or local government agency 
or school oistrict without advance notice. 

ASSUM.PTIONS: 

(1) The PSC would be responsible to notice the affected parties 
of requested rate increases. 

(2) The utilities -,ould notify the PSC of the increases they would 
be seeking during the budgeting period in question. This 
notification would be far enough in advance to enable the PSC 
to carry out the provisions of section 3(a) of HB-318. 

REVENuE & EXPENDITURE IMPACT: 

State FY 82 FY83 

Revenue $ 0 $ 0 
Expenditures 

Personal Services 0 0 
Operating 

E;xpenses $5,000 $5,500 

NET EFFECT: $5,000 $5,500 

LOCAL IMPACT: 

If notification of pending rate increases are late, local & state 
governments may put off utility rate increases for a year or more. 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: l · z._. l, ... l I 


