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do pass as amended. 
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1 :!ILL NOo -2!U-

2 INTRCDUCf"'O 3Y 
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~~~ 
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4 A BILL FO~ A~ ACT ENTITLED: HAN ACT TO REVISE THE ACREAGE 

~ AND AN~UAL GRCSS INCOME QUALIFICATIONS FOR AGRICULTURAL LAND 

ASSESS~ENT; TO PRCVIDE ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT 

7 CF- ''.ECREATIDrlAL LAND AS AGRICULTURAL; A'lENDIO'fG Si:CTION 

0 15-7-202• MCA." 

9 

lJ IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF KONTANA: 

11 Section 1. Section 15-1-202, MCAt is amended to read: 

12 "15-1-202. Eligibility of l~nd for valuation as 

13 agricultural. Ill Land which is actively devoterl to 

14 3~ricultural use shall be ali gible for valuation, 

lS assess~ent, and taxation as hersin provided each y~ar it 

16 ne~ts .cny ::>f the follow in::; qual i ficatic~s: 

11 (<:) the area of such lend is not less than <; ~!2 

lB conti~uous acres when measured in accordance with provisions 

lQ of 15-7-2·J&, end it has b"en actively devoted to agriculture 

20 duri~q the last ~rowing seasGnt ana it continues to be 

21 actively devotee to agricultural usa, which means: 

22 (i) it is used to produce fielj crorys includinq but 

23 n~t limited to ~rains. feed crDps, fruits, vegetables; or 

24 ( i i) it is used for r,razing; or 

25 (iIi) it is used for g..-owinn tl mb;:,r, or 
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(iv) it is in a cropland retire~ent pro~ram; or 

(b) it ayriculturdlly produces for sale or homE 

consum;:>tioct the equivalent of T5\li ~! or ~·ore of the owners• 

annual gross income regardless of the number of contiguous 

acres in the ownership; or 

(c) it is used to raise animals in confined areas fer 

the ;>reduction of fooG or fiber, including but not limited 

to livestock, feedlots, dairies, fish hatcheries, and 

poultl'"y far,ns. 

(2) Land shall not be classified or valued as 

agricultural if it is subdivided with stated restrictions 

prohibiting its use for aq..-icultur~l purposes. 

(3) The grazing on land by a horse o..- other ~nimals 

ke~t as a hobby and not as a part of a bonJ fide 

agricultural enterprise shall not be considered a bon2 fide 

agricultural operation. 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 293 

Aprroved by C01rn1ittee 
on Taxation 

INTRODUCED BY HOLLIDAY 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REVISE THE ACREAGE 

AND ANNUAL GROSS INCOME QUALIFICATIONS fOR AGRICULTURAl LAND 

ASSESSMENT; TO PROVIDE ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA fOR ASSESSMENT 

Of RECREATIONAL LAND AS AGRICULTURAL; AMENDING SECTION 

15-7-202, MCAo" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 15-l-202• MCA, is amended to read: 

"15-7-202. Eligibility of land for "aluation d'i 

agricultural. '1) Land which is actively devoted to 

agricultural use shall be eligible for valuation, 

assessment. and taxat"ion as herein provided each year it 

meets any of the following qualifications: 

(a) the area of such land is not less than ~ ~ {Q 

contiguous acres when 111easured in accordance with provisions 

of 15-7-206, and it has been actively devoted to agriculture 

during the last growang season, and it continues to be 

actively devoted to agricultural use, which means: 

( i) it is used to produce field crops including but 

23 not limited to grains, feed crops. fruits, vegetables; or 

24 Iii) it is used for grazing; or 

25 (iii) it is used for growing timber, or 

HB 0293/02 

(iv) it is in a croptand retire~nt progra•; or 

2 (b) it agriculturally produces for sale or no~ 

3 consumption the equivalent of ~~• ~~! lQ~ or ~ore of the 

4 owners• annual gross income regardless of the number of 

5 contiguous acres in the ownership; or 

b (c) it is used to raise aniaals in confined areas for 

1 the production of food or fiber. including but not limited 

8 to livestock, feedlots, dairies. fish hatcheries. and 

q poultry farMS· 

10 (2} Land shall not be classified or valued as 

11 agricultural if it is subdivided with stated restrictions 

12 prohibiting its use for agricultural purposes. 

13 (31 The grazing on land by a horse or other ani•als 

14 kept as a hobby and not as a part of a bona fide 

15 agricultural enterprise shall not be considered a bona fide 

16 agricultural operation. 

17 ~l _ _i~~--Qurchased for recreational use is not 

18 eligi~le_i~~-Y~!~~i~-~~~g~icultu~~-~Q2~nle~__i!__i! 

19 act i~!l': __ Q~Y~!~<L-1~-~g!.i£ u 1 t u .@l_~fL-!L_.QE T ERMI N.EO IN 

20 SEC!! ON-~ .!'! !!.!!_ ~U!!!~!!i!!!L!!l~Li!-2££!!ill.~...sl.ill!!.!Li!!L!!!lli! 

21 ~r-~xist~_QD_lb~_p£2Qf£tx~ft 
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HOUSE Bill NO. 293 

INTRODUCED BY HOLLIDAY 

A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REVISE THE ACREAGE 

AND ANNUAL GROSS INCOME QUALIFICATIONS FOR AGRICULTIJKAl LAND 

ASSESSMENT; TO PROVIDE ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT 

OF ~E&REA+iSN~-~ANB-*5 AGRICULTURAL kANQ; AMENDING SECTION 

15-7-202 • MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 15-7-202• MCA, is amended to read: 

"15-7-202. Eligibility of land for valuation as 

agricultural. ( 1} land which is actively devoted to 

agricultural use shall be eligible for valuation• 

a~~e~sment. and taxation as herein provided each year it 

meet~ any of the following qualifications: 

(a) the area of such land is not les~ than 5 ~e 20 

contiguous acres when measured in accordance with provisions 

of 15-7-206, and it has been actively devoted to agriculture 

during the last growing season, and it continues to be 

actively devoted to agricultural usew-wh*eh-M@e"~~ 

t+t--+~-+~-u~@d-t~-p~edaee-~@+e--e~ep~--+"e+ue+"g--but 

"ot-++m+ted-te-g~e+"~y-+eee-e~op~y-~~u+t~T-ve9@teb+e~~-e~ 
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t++*t-+t-+~-u~ed-fe~g~ew+"g-t+M&e~y-e~ 
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t+vt-+t-~-+"-o-e~~p+a"d-~e~~e~t-p~~reM; or 

(bl it agriculturally produces for sale or home 

consumption the equivalent of $3o30Q_Q~ T5• 2&* ~0~ or more 

of the owners• annual gross income regardless of the number 

of contiguous acres in the ownership ANO_!HE_OW~ER OF~~ 

MU~! SUPflY~ 

ill PROOF OF THE PREVIOUS OR CURRENT YEAR'S FiliNG uF 

!_ffQf~~k-~!~!~8~f~_!~fOHE TAX_STATtHEN!i_~tlQ 

iJ!!_!_fOP!_Q~-!~PRI~!~~-CUR~EN!_!~~~S COMPlETED 

COU~!!_~~RM_~NO_~~NC~-~~SESSHENT_fQ~~; or 

(cl it is used to raise ani111als in confined areas for 

the production of food or fibero including but not limited 

to livestock, feedlots. dairies. fish hatcheries. and 

poultry farms ~~Q_!~£_Q~NER_Qf_EECO~Q_MUST_f~OV!~-fQfY OF 

!HE _ _f~£Y!QY~ __ Q8 __ f~RR£~_YEAR'S __ COUNTY __ ~~~ RANCH 

!SS£~SM£~!_fORM_TH~!_SHQ~!HAT THE_AVERAGI_YEARlY NUMBER OF 

.!_N ~~~l S __ 8 A IS ED _I N_f ON!:!~_!R EALJ:Q8_!_!:!LfROOUf!l.illL!lLf!!!Q 

~~!~£~_£QUAl~_20_Q8_~Q8L~NIHA~_OR 

i.Ql __ OT!;!ER_flB~-~~!LfONVlNCIN~ EVIDENCE. 

(2) ~e"d--~het~--"et--ee--e+e~~•~+ed--~---we+~ee---a~ 

e~+e~+tH~e+--+~--+~--+~-~ed+vtded-w+th-~teted-~e~t~tet+~~ 

~~h+~t+"g-+~-u~e--~e~--eg~~ttu~a+--~~~~~- ANY __ LANO 

ACCffTEO__!~Q__~ff~QVEQ_~~lVI~!Q~_OF LAND BY THE lOCAl 

T Ag~~~THO~ IT!~--AP PROy.!;_Q__~tlQ_-ACCEPT E 0 _.Jr!_!!:!L_lQ£..!1 

!AX!.!':!!;: __ ~UTt!OR I!!_!.~_f.Q!JFOR~!!L WITH_hOCAL ZONl~LOROJ N~NC ES 
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~-~_y~t_Q!HER_!~_!&~ICU1TURAh_1~~-~Q!_~£--Y!h~Q~ 

CLA~~!f!fQ_!~~~RJCUhTU~~~ 

(3) The grazing on 

kept as a hobby and not 

land by a horse or other animals 

as a part of a bona fide 

5 agricultural enterprise shall not be considered a bona fide 

6 agricultural operation. 

7 f~:l=t~~==~~~~~~=-+or=.::r.~~~he"'""=::.~=-:U=~ 

8 eH~b!~-f'e!:::.~!u'"'~!!!!:~.9"-i'euHtl_!:e+---~_::!!!!+e~s--+~--n 

9 eet±~e+x:_~~~!t::.~::.~9.!±~f'M-~~-IIS-~EH~M+N,t:9-£H 
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