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In The

House

Introduced and referred
to Committee on Taxation.

Committee recommend bill
do pass as amended.

Bill printed and placed
on members' desks.

Second reading do pass as
amended.

Motion to reconsider.
Rereferred to Committee on
Taxation.

Committee recommend bill
do pass as amended.

Bill printed and placed
on members' desks.

Second reading do not pass.
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HOISE .. 2ILL NO. __293_

INTRODUCED 3Y ZA—;; Lesr
-

A BILL FPR AN ACT ENTITLED: ®AN ACT TO REVISE THE ACREAGE

AND ANNUAL GRCSS INCOME QUALTIFICATIONS FOR AGRICULTURAL LAND
ASSESSMENT; TO PROVIDE ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FGR ASSESSMENT
CF 2ECREATICHMAL LAND AS AGRICULTURAL; AYMENDING SECTION

15-7-202+ MCA.®

L2 IT ZMACTED B8Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANAS
Section le. Section 15-7-202s MCAy is amended to read:
®15-7-202« Zligibility of 1land for valuation as

agriculturale. (28] Ltand which is actively devoted +to

agricultural use shall be eligible for valuations
assessmenty  and  texation &s hersin orovided esch year it
rezts eny »f the following qualificaticns:

{a2) the area of suchh land is net 1less than 5 40
cuntijucus acres when measured in accerdance with provisions
of 15-T7-226y 2nd it has been actively devoted to agricultura
during the 1last growing seascns and it continues to be
actively devoted to agricultural us2y which means:

(i} it is used to produce field crosvs including but
not limited to grainse feed crupssy fruitsy vengetables; or

{ii) it is used for grazing; cr

{iii) it is used for arowing timbers or
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fiv) it is in a cropland retirement program; or

(%) it agriculturally produces for sale or home
consumption the eguivalent of 5% 52 or wora cof the owners®
annual gross income regardless of the number of contiguous
acres in the ownership; or

{c) it is used to raise animals in confined areas fcr
the sroduction of fooo or fibers including but not Timited
to livestocks feedlotse dairiess fish hatcheriesy and
poultry farmse

(2) Land shall not be classified or vatued as
agricultural if it is subdivided with stated restrictions
prohibiting its use for agricultural purposess

{3) The grazing on land by a horse or other animals
kept as a hobby and not as a part of a bona fide
agricultural enterprise shall not be considerad a2 bens fide
agricultural operations

i14)__land _purchased. for _recregtional uss._ is_ . _pokt
eligible for yaluaiion as__agriculiural land unless it is
2ctively devoted to sgricultural uss 2nd & dwelling %hait _is
occupied duripg.tie enfirs year =xisis op the propuriy.”

-End-

INTRODUCED BILL

HE 293



47Tth Legislature

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

HB 0293702

Approved by Comittee
on Taxation
HOUSE BILL ND. 293

INTRODUCED BY HOLLIDAY

A BILL FOR AN ACY ENTITLED: ™AN ACT TO REVISE THE ACREAGE
AND ANNUAL GROSS INCOME QUALIFICATIONS FOR AGRICULTURAL LAND
ASSESSMENT; TO PROVIDE ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT
OF RECREATIONAL LAND AS AGRICULTURAL; AMENDING SECTION

15-T-202+ MCA"

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OGF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 15-7-202¢ MCAy is amended to read:
"}15-7-202. Eligibility of land for valuation as

agricultural . {1) Land which is actively devoted ¢to

agricultural use shall be eligible for valuations
assessmenty and taxation as herein provided each year it
meets any of the following qualifications:

(8) the area of such land is not tess than 5 48 20
contiguous acres when measured in accordance with provisions
of 15~7-206y and it has been actively devoted to agriculture
during the TJast growing seasony and it continues to be
actively devoted to agricultural uses which means:

{i} it is used to produce field <crops including but
not limited to grainse feed cropss fruitss vegetables; or

{ii) 1t is used For grazing; or

fiii) it is used for growing timbery or
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(iv) it is in a2 cropland retirement program; or

by it agriculturally produce; for sale or home
consumption the equivalent of i15% 56% 20X or more of the
owners® annual gross income regardless of the number of
contiguous acres in the ownership; or

{c) it is used to raise animals in confined areas for
the production of food or fibers including but not limited
to livestocks feedlotss dairiess fish hatcheriess and
poultry farms.

{2) Land shall not be classified or valued as
agricultural if it is subdivided with stated restrictions
prohibiting its use for agricultural purposess

{3) The grazing on land by a horse or other animals
kept as a hobby and not as a8 part of a bona Fide
agricultural enterprise shall not be considered a bona fide

agricultural operation.

{4) Land purchased for recreational use is not

eligible for valuation _as agqricultural lJand unless__it_ _is

actively devoted to _agricultural uses AS_ DETERMINED IN

SECTION ls and _a_dwelling that_is occupied during the entire

year _exists_on_the property."

-End-

—-2- HB 293
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tpproved by Committee

con Taxation

HOUSE BILL NOe. 293

INTRODUCED BY HOLLIDAY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REYISE THE ACREAGE
AND ANNUAL GROSS INCOME QUALEFICATIONS FOR AGRICULTURAL LAND
ASSESSMENT; TO PROVIDE ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT
OF REEREAFIGNAL-EANB—AS AGRICULTURAL LAND: AMENDING SECTION

15-7-202+ MCA."™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE UF MONTANA:
Section l. Section 15-7-202+ MCAy is amended to read:
®15-T-202. Eltigivility of land for valuation as

agriculturala il} Land which is actively devoted ¢to

agricultural use shall be eligible for valuations
assessmenty and taxation as herein provided each year it
meats any of the following qualifications:

{a) the area of such land is not less than 5 48 20
contiguous acres when measured in accordance with provisions
of 15-7-20%s and it has been actively devoted to agriculture
during the last growing seasons and it continues to be
actively devoted to agricultural user-which-means#®

f+1-—tt-ta-vused-to-preduce-fietd--crops——-itnciuding—~but
not-timited-to-grainsy-feed-cropsr-fruitsvr-vegetabiest-or

trif-te-ra-used-for—qrazingt-or

trtti-te-t3-vaed-for-greowing-timbery-or
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fHvi-tt-ts-in-a—cropland-retirement-program; or

{b} it agricutturally produces for sale or home
consumption the equivalent of $3,300 _0OR 5% 56X 20X or more
of the owners® anmnual gross income regardless of the number

of contiguous acres in the ownership AND_THE _OWNER_OF RECORD

{1) PROOF_OF_YHE PREVIOUS OR _CURRENT YEAR'S FILING__OF

A_FEDERAL FARM AND RANCH INCOME TAX_STATEMENT; ANO

(I1I) A COPY_OF THE PREVIOUS OR_CURRENT_YEAR®S COMPLETED

COUNTY FARM_AND _RANCH_ASSESSMENT_FORM; or

{c) it is used to raise animals in confined areas for
the production of food or fibersy including but not 1limited
to livestocks feedlotss dairiess fish hatcheriess and

poultry farms AND_THE OWNER _DF RECDRD MUST PROVIDE A COPY OF

THE PREVIODUS OR_ CURRENT YEAR®S COUNTY FARM__AND_RANCH

ASSESSMENT FORM_THAT SHOWS_THAT THE AVERAGE YEARLY MNUMBER _OF

ANIMALS RAISED _IN CONFINED_ AREAS FOR_THE PRODUCTION OF FOCD

DR _FIBER EQUALS 20 OR MORE ANIMALS; DR

£D)_ OTHER CLEAR _AND CONVINCING EVIDENCE.

(2) teand--shait--not--be--classitfted--or--—-vatoved---as
agricotturat——tFf--tt——is—subdivided—with-stated-restrictions
prohibiting—tts-use——for—-aqricoitvrai-——purposess ANY _LAND

ACCEPTED AND__APPROVED _AS A DIVISION OF LAND BY THE LOCAL

TAXING AUTHORITY OR__APPROVED AMD ACCEPTED BY THE LOCAL

JAXING _AUTHORITY IN CONFORMITY WITH LOCAL ZONING ORODINANCES

SECOND READIN

-2- H8 293

SECCOND PRINTING
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FOR_A_USE OTHER_THAN AGRICULTURAL SHALL__NOT__BE_ _VALUED_ _OR

CLASSIFIED _AS AGRICULTURAL.

{3) The grazing on land by a horse or other animals
kept as a hobby and not as a part of a oona fide
agricultural enterprise shall not be considered a bona fide
agricultural operation.

f43--tang--—purchased--—for-—recreationat--vse-—its--not

ettgibie—Ffor-valuation-as-egricuiturat--tand-—uniess-—tt--ts

actively-—devoted-—to——agricotturali——usey—-AS—DEFERMEINER—EN

SECTION-1-SUBSEEFION-f1}y and-a-dweiting-—that--is-—occupied

during-the-entire-year-extats-on—the-propertys"

-End-
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