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1 —-/jOILSE BILL NO. M {i :'! 1 exceed-25-eents—per—acre-in—eny-sne-year. Whenever waters of
o in9e3”

2 pin 2 the stream under the irrigation district created by this
I‘*“;Zt“f' .¥%7?'47L7Z;?;}/ 3 part are commingled with other waters or it is difficult to
AN ACT TC GENERA E?;éi:ISE THE 4 determine how many acres are irrigable by the water rights
5 LAW CONCERNING THE ADMINISTRATION OF IRRIGATION OISTRICTS; S held in the streame the acre basis eof levy shall be
6 REMOVING TYHE MONETARY LIMITS ON CERTAIN LEVIES; RAISING THE [ determined by the number of cubic feet of water per second
7 COMPENSATION AND EXPENSE ALLOWANCES OF CERTAIN BUOARD T owned by such party or parties at the rate of «023 cubic
8 MEMBERS; PROVIDING THAT VACANCIES BE FILLED UNTIL THE NEXT 8 feet of water per second to the acree The board may not
9 ELECTION; PROVIDING THAT DOCUMENTS BE FILED 1IN THE COUNTY 9 issue bonds or incur any indebtedness other than warrant
10 WHEREIN THE OFFICE OF THE BUARS IS LOCATED; RAISING MINIMUN 10 indebtedness under the limitations imposed by lawe"
11 CONTRACT AMOUNT FOR WHICH BOARD MUST HAVE PRIDR TITLEHCOLDER 11 Section 2. Section B85~7-306s MCAe is amended to read:
12 APPROVAL; REMOVING THE REQUIREMENT THAT ALL IRRIGATION WORKS 12 ng5-T-306e Development of water supply -—— ¥imit-on
13 BE DONE BY CONTRACT; AMENDING SECTIONS B5-T-205¢ 85-T-306 13 Jevy for expenses. The board of commissioners of such
14 85=7~15054 85-7~1613¢ 85-T7-17034 85-7-1713s 85-T-1904y AND 14 irrigation district shall have authority +to develop the
15 85-7T-1941y HCA." 15 source of supply and increase the means of distribution of
16 16 water to the end that all owners of water rights under sa+d
17 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MOKTANA: 17 the system shall receive the amount of water whi~h can be
18 Section 1. Section B85-T-205+ MCAs is awmended to read: 18 beneficially used upon their lands within the districta. Not
19 "85-7T-205. Duty of trusteesy levys and indebtedness. 19 more-then—$4-per-naere-shati-be-}evied TIhe Dboard .may  levy
20 The board of trustees may develop the source of supply; 20 against each irrigable acre of land in the district +n-eny
21 clean, improves and develop the channel of the stream; and 21 one~year on account of administrative expensesy cost of
22 de and perform other work on the main distributing system as 22 maintenance and repairsy development of water supplys or
23 will be beneficial to the better distribution of the waters 23 enlargement of distribution facilities.”
24 of the decreed water right streamy-but-in-no——-esse angdg may 24 Saction 3e Section 85-7-15uU5¢ MCAs is amended to read:
25 the--boardy——te cover the expenses of such worky py levy te 25 »35-7-1505« Compensation and expenses of

-2- INTRODUCED BILL

WS AR



11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

LC 0781701

commissionerse The commissionerss when sitting as a board or
when engaged in the business of the districty shalt-each
receive-an—amount-not-to-exceed-$28-n—-day-for--servieces are
entitled _to compensation_  for board members as_ provided in
£-15-124. and tg rejmbyrsement for Lrgvel _expepnses. Qs
provided in. 2-18-5%01.__tbrough . 2-18-503s andy-in-sddition
theretoy for their necessary expenses +a-ettending——meetings
or when otherwise engaged on district pusinessy including
premiums on qualifying bonds and any other bonds required of
them in connection with their officey-provided-sueh,  _Iravel
and__other _pecessary expenses and-—per-—diem—-ore gysi be
approved by a unanimous vote of the boardy--and--a--mitesnge
altowance——of-itf-cents-e-mite-in-attending-board-meetings-or
when-engaged—in-the—-business-of-the-irrigation-district.”
Section 4« Section 85-7-1613y MCAy is amended to read:
®"85~7-1613+ Board of control! -- per diem and expensese
The members of the board of controls when sitting as a boarcg
or_when engaged in the pusioess of the boacds shelt-—reeeive
for--services--not--to--exceed--$i5--per-day gre_eptitled to
compensation for board members as provided in . 2:=13-124__aond
to_reimbursement for travel cxpenses as proyided in £-18-501
threugh _2-18-503s andy--#n--addition-—theretoy for their
necessary expenses in-attending-meetings-or--when—-otherwise
engaged—in—-beoard-of-tontrol-bhusiness.”

Section S5« Section 85-7-1703y MCAs is awended to read:
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ng5~T-1T7T03. Vacancies among commissionerss In case of
a vacancy in the buard of commissicnersy fror any causes
such wvacancy shall be filled for-the—remainder—-of-the-term
until the next regular or special selectign by appointment by
the judge of the district court of the county in which the
division or major portion thereof is situatede The appointee
shall be an owner cof 1and within the districty shall be a
resident cf the county in which the division of the district
{or some portion of the division for which such commissioner
is so elected) is situateds and shall hold office until his
successor is elected and gqualifiede®

Section 6« Section 85-7-1T713y MCA» is amended to read:

"8§5~7-1713« NWhere documents to be filed and
proceedings to be heldes Where the lands of a district Jlie
within more than one countys all petitionsy papersy
documentss or other instruments shall be filed and
proceedings had in the county eomtatning-—the-greater—pertion
of-—said-—distriet jp__which _the offige of _ihe hoard is
establisheg."

Section T« Section 85-7T-1904e MCAy is amended to read:

n35-7-1904« Acquisition of water and waterworks by
bearde (1) The board shall have power and authority to:

{a) appropriate water in the name of the district;

{b} acquire by purchasey leases oOr contract water ang

water rights; additional waters and supplies of water;
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canalse reservoirss dams s and other works already
constructed or in the course of construction; and

fc) acquire by purchases leasey contracte
condemnationsy or other legal means:

(i) 7lands and rights in lands for rights—-of-ways for
reservoirsy for the storage of needful waterss and for dam
sites and necessary appurtenances; and

{ii} such other lands and property as may be necessary
for the constructionsy usey maintenances repairy improvementy
enlargementy and operation of any district systea of
irrigation workse

{2) The board shall have the privileges if desired, to
contract with the owner or owners of such canalss
reservoirsy damss and other works so purchased and in the
course of construction for the completion thereof.

{3) WMo purchases leases or contract for purchase of
any waters water rightsy canalss reservoirss reservoir
sitesy dam sitess irrigation workss or other property of any
nature or kind or for the making or purchasing of surveyss
mapsy plansy estimatesy and specifications or for the
purchase of machinery for pumping plants or for the erection
of buildingss aqueductsy and other structures necessarily
used in connection Wwith such pumping plantss for a price or
rental in  excess of $80y8860 $1002000, she3d-be js final or

binding upon the district, nor-sheit-sa+d and 0o sum @may be
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paid without the written consent or petition of at least a
majority in number and acreage of the holders of title or
evidence of title +to the lands within the districte. Any
splitting or division of such purchases leasey or contract
with the purpose or intention of avoiding or circumventing
the provisions of this section shall render such divided or
split contract or contracts voide”

Section Be Section B85-7-194ly MCAy is amended to read:

“g5~7-1941e Contractse (1) The construction by the
district of &%t irrigation works of-—every--kind——whatscever
amstunting-—to—~4$5y0686--or--more—~—shal} pay be done by the
districts by privote ownerss Qr by contracts

{2) Before any sdeh contract is lety the board of
commissioners shall employ competent engineers to make
surveysy plansy mapse and estimatess which shall include
everything necessary to show the entire cost in detail of
everything necessary to complete the work re uired to
irriagats any of the lands in the district under the proposed
systeme.

{3) Notice of any contract tc be awarded for the
construction of such works shall state where the plans and
specifications may be seen and shall be published at least
once a week for 3 successive calendar weeks in 2 newspaper
published or of geperal circulation in the county where the

office of the district is Jlocatedes Sealed bids shall be

—-—6—
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1 called for in such published ncticey and bids shall be
2 opened in public.”

—-End-
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Approved by the

Select Committee on Water

HOUSE BiLL NO. 269
INTRODUCED BY MCLANEs ASAYe FEDAs VINGERs BRIGGS,
CUNRDYs DEVLINes DONALDSOM s METCALFe SIVERTSENSs

ROTHe BURNETTs CURTIESSy KEYSERe THOFT

A olib FOUR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ALT TU GENERALLY REVISE THE
LAW CONCERNING THE AUMINISTRATION OF IRKRIGATION QOISTRILTS;
REMOVING THE MONETARY LIMITS ON CERTAIN LEVIES; RAISING THE
COMPcNSATIUN  AND  EXPENSTS  ALLOWANCES OF CERTAIN ROARD
MEMBERS; PROVIODING THAT VACANCIES BE FILLED UNTIL THE NEXT
cLECTTION; PROVIGING THAT DOCUMENTS BE FILED IN  THE L(OUNTY
WHEREIN THE OFFICE OF THE BOARD IS LOCATED; RATSING MINIMUM
CONTRALT AMOUNT FOR wHICH B0ARD MUST HAVE PRIOR TITLEAOLDER
APPROVAL; REMOVING THE REQUIREMENT THAT ALL IRRIGATIQON WORKS
BE OJONE 3Y CONTRACT; AMENDING SECTIONS 85-7-205, 85-7-30c+s
55-7-1505¢ B85-7-1613y 85-T-1703y 85-7-1T13s B5-7-1904s AND

85~7T-1941s MCALT

BE IT ENACTEU 3Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le Section 8%-T7T-205¢ MCAs is amended to read:
"§5-7-205. Duty of trusteess levys and indebtednesse.

The board of trustees may develop the source of supplys

cleany tmproves and cgevelop the channel of the stream; and

do and perform other work on the main distributing system as

will ©De beneficial to the better distribution of the waters
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of the decreed water right streamy—Bot-in-no--case and may
the--boardy~--te cover the expenses of such worky by levy te
exceed-25-cents-per-acre-in-any-one-year. Whencver waters of
the stream under the irrigation district created by this
part are commingled with other waters or 1t is difficult to
determine Now Many acres are irrigable by the water rigbhts
held n the streame the acre basis of levy shall be
getermined by the number of cubic Feet of water per second
owned by such party or parties at the rate of 025 cubic
feet of water per second to the acre. The board may not
1ssue  bonds or incur  any indebtedness other than warrant
indebtedness under the limitations imposed by lawe™

Sectiaon 2. Section %5-7-306+ MCAs is amended to read:

"E5-7-306e. Develupment of water supply =- Fimit-on
levy For expensess The board of commissioners of such
iryijation district shall have authority to develop the
source of supply and increase the means of distribution of
water to the end that all owners of water rights under sat4
the system snall receive the amount of water which can be
beneficially used upon their lands within the districte Not

more-than-sh-per—acre-shalti-pe-erred The_ _board__may__levy

against each irrigable acre of Jand in the district tm-any
ene—-year on account of administrative expensess cost of
maintenance and rep3irss development of water supplys or

eniargement of distribution facilities.™

—2- H3 269

SECOND READING



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
i9
20
21
22
23
24

25

HB 0269,02

Section 3. Section 85-7-1505y MCAe is amended tO read:
"8§5-7-1505. Compensation and expenses of
commissioners. The commissioners, when sitting as a bosra or
when engaged in the business of the districty shali-eaeh
receive-an-amount-not-to-exceed-$25-a-day-for--services are

entitled _to_ _compensation_ _for board_members as _provided in

2-15-124 ang__to_ _reimbursement for trawvel expenses as

provided _in__2-18-501 _through__2-18-503y andv-tn-addition
theretoy for their necessary expenses itn-sttending--meetings
or when otherwise engaged on district businesss including
premiums on qualifying bonds and any other bonds required of

them in connection with their ufficev-provided-sueh, #raved

and-—other-—necessary expenses--and--per—-diem—-are must_8e

appreved-by-a-unanimous-vote-of-the--beardy--and--a--mrieage
asttowanee—-of-t2-cents-s-miie~-in-attending-board-meetings-or
when-engaged-in-the-brsiness—ef-the-trrigation-distrtet."
Section 4« Section B85-7-1613s MCAs i5 amended to read:
"85-7-1613. Board of control -- per diem and expansess
The members of the board of controls when sitting as a board

or_when_engaged_in_the business_of the_bgards shali--recetve

for--services--not--to--exceed--$t5--per-day are_entitled t

-]

gompensaiion for board members as _provided in  2-15-124 and

to_reimbursement for travel expenses_as_provided in _2-18-501

throuah _2-18-503s andy--in--sddition--theretoy for their

necessary expenses in-attending-meetings-or--when--otherwtse

-3- HB 269
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engaqed-in-board-ef-control-bosiness "
Section 5. Section 85-7~1703s MCAs is amended to read:
"§5-7-1703- Vacancies among commissionerse In case of
a8 vacancy in the board of commissionerss from any c3uses
such vacancy shall be filled for-the-remainder-of-the-term

until the next regular or_special election by appointment Dy

the judge of the district court of the county in which the
division or major portion thereof is situatede The appointese
shall be an owner of land within the districty shall oe a
raesident of the county in which the division of the acistrict
{or some portion of the division for which such commissioner
is so0 elected} is situateds and shall hold office until his
successor is elected and qualifieds®™

Section 6« Section 85-7~1713, MCAy is amended to read:

"385-7-1713« where documents to be filed and
proceedings to be held. Where the lands of a district tje
within more than one countys all petitionss paperss
documentss or other instruments shall be filed and
proceedings had in the county eontatning-the-greater-portion

of--satd--distriet in__which the office of _the board is

established."
Section 7. Section 85-7-1904s MCAs is amended to read:
"85-7-1904e« Acquisition of water and waterworks by
boarde (l} The board shall have power and authority to:

{3) appropriate water in the name of the district;

-G HB 269
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{p) acquire by purchases leases Or contract water and
water rights; additional waters and supplies of water;
canails, reservoirsy dams » and other works aiready
constructed or ia the course of construction; and

{c) acquire by purchascy leases contracts
condemnations or other legal means:

(i} lands and rights in lands for rigyhts-of-ways for
reservoirss for the storage of needful waterse and for dam
sites and necessary appurtenanc2s; and

(1i) such other lands and property as may be necessary
for the constructions uses Maintenances repaires improvements
enlargements and operation of any district system of
trrigation workse

{2} The poard shall have the privileges if desireds to
contract with the owner or owners of such canalss
reservoirsy damse and other works so purchased and in the
course of construction for tne completion thereofe.

{3y Ko purchases leases or contract for purchase of
any waters water rightss canalss reservoirss reservoir
siteses dam sitess irrigation workss or other property of any
nature or kind or for the making or purchasing of surveysey
napss planse estimatesy and specifications or for the
purcinase of machinery for pumping plants or for the erection

of ouiltdgingss agueductsy ana other structures necessarily

used in connection with such pumping plantss for a price or

-5- HA 259
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rental in excess of $85v088 $106+0808 $£125+s000s shall-be 5
final or binding upon the Jdistricty nor-shali--said and__no

sum may oe paid FOR__SUCH _PURCHASEs _LEASEs DOR_CONTRACT

without the written consent or petition of at least a
majority in number and acreage of the holders of title or
evidence of title to the lands within the Jdistricts. Any
spltitting or division of such purchases leasess Or contract
with the purpose or intention of aveiding or circumventing
the provistons of this section shall render such divided or
split contract or contracts voidae"

Section 8. Section 85-7-1941s MCAs is amended to read:

“355-7-1941le Contractse {1) Fhe construction by the
district of a¥+ irrigation works ef-every-kind-whatisever
ameunting-to-55y8683--or--more--sha*l may be done by__the

districty by private _ownerss _or by contracte

{2) Before any suem contract is lets the poard of
commissioners shall empltoy--competent—-engimeers—-to-—-maie
PRUOVIDE surveyss plansy mapses and estimatess which shall
include everything necessary to show the entire cost in
detail of everything necessary to complete the work required
to irrigate any of tnhe Jands in the district under the
proposad systems

(3} Notice of any contract to be awarded for the

construction of such works shall state where the plans and

specifications may be seen and shall be publisned at lteast

- H3 269
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once a week for 3 successive calendar weeks 1n a2 newspaper
published or of general circulation in the county where the
office of the district is Jlocated. Sealed bids shall pe
called for in such published notices and bids shall be
opened in public.”

-&nd-
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HJOUSE Bill NO. 269
INTRODUCED BY McLAMEe ASAYs FEDAe VINGERes BRIGGS.
CUNROYy DEVLINs DONALDSONe METCALFe SIVERTSEN,

RTTHe BURANETTs CURTISSe KEYSERe THOFT

A olLL FUR AN ACT ENTITLeOD: "AN ALT TU GENERALLY REVISE TdF
LAW CONCERNING THE ADMINISTRATINN OF IRRIGATION QOISTRICYS;
REMOVING THE MONETARY LIMITS ON CERTAIN LEVIES; RATISING THE
COMPcNSATION AND EXPENSE ALLOWANCES OF CERTAIN BOARD
MEM8ERS; PROVIDING THAT VACLANCIES BE FILLED UNTIL THE NEXT
ELECTION; PROVIDING THAT DJCUMENTS BE FILED IN THE LDUNTY
WHEREIN THE OFFICE OF THE BOARD IS LOCATED; RAISING MINIMUM
CONTRACT AMOUNT FOR mHICH BOARD MUYST HAVE PRIOR TITLEAOLDER
APPRQOVAL; REMOVING THE REQUIREMENT THAT ALL IRRIGATION WORKS
BE JONE 3Y CUMNTRACT; AMENCING SECTIONS 85-7-205¢ B5-7-30o0.
55-T7-1505¢ B5~T7T-1613s 85-7-1703y 85-7-1713y B5-T7-1904¢ AND

85-T-19%is MCA."™

BE IT &NACTED 3Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STAT: OF MONTANA:
Section le. Section 85-7-20% #MCAy is amended to read:
"§5-7-205. Duty of trusteess levys and indebtedness.

The board of trustees may develop the source of supply;

cleany improvesy dand agevelop the channel of the stream; and

do and perform other work on the main distributing system as

will e beneficial to the better distribution of tha waters
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of the decreed water right streamy—but-tn-no--case and may
the--boardy--¢6 cover the expenses of such worky by levy te
exceed-25-cents-per-acre—in-any-one-year. Whenever waters of
the stream under the irrigation district created by this
part are commingled with other waters or 1t is difficult to
getermine NOw~ Many acres are irrigable by the water rights
held i1n the streams the acre basis of levy shall be
getermined by the number of cubic feet of water per second
owned by such party or perties at the rate of 025 cubic
feet of water per second to the acres The board may not
issue bomds or incur any indebtedness other than warrant
indebtedness under the limitations imposed by lawe®

Section 2. Section 95-7-306+ MCA, is amended to read:

T85-T-306. Development of water supply -- Iimit-onm
levy for expensess The Doard of commissioners of such
irrigation district shall have authority +to develop the
source of supply and increase the means of distribution of
water +to the eno that all owners of water rights under satd
the system snall receive the amount of water which can Dpe
beneficially used upon their lands within the districte Net

more-than-$4-per-acre-sha¥i-pe-tevied The board may_ _levy

against eacn irrigable acre of Jand in the district tm-anmy
one-year on account of administretive expensess cost  of
maintenance and repairsy development of water supplys or

enlargement of distribution facilities."

-2- H3 269
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Section 2. Sectjon B5-7-1505s MCAy is amended to read:
"§5-7T-1505. Compensation and expenses of
commissioners. The commissioners, when sitting as a boara or
when engaged in the business of the gistricty shali-each
recetve-an-amoant-not-to-exceed-$28-a-day-for--services are

entitled_ _to__compensation__for_ board members as_provided i1n

2-15-124 _and _to _reimbursement for _travel expenses as

provided _in__2-18-501 _through__2-18-503y a&ndy-in-additton

theretoy for their necessary expenses in-attending--meetings
or when otherwise engaged on district businesss including
premiums on qualifying bonds and any other bonds required of
them in connection with their officev-provided-such. ¥raved

and-—other-—necessary expenses—-and—-per—-diem——-are mgst-se

approved-by-a-unanimous-vote-of-the--beardy-—-and--a--mtieage
attowanee——of-iZ2-centas-a-mrie-itmn-attending-board-meatings-or
nhen-enqaged-in-the-business-ef-the-irrigation-dtratrree.™
Section 4. Section 85-7-1613+ MlAs is amendeg to reag:r
"45-T-1613s &Hoard of control -- per diem and expanses.
The members of tne board of controls when sitting as a board

gr_when_engaged _in_the business _of the boardy shali--receive

compensation_for board memuers_as provided_in _2=-15-124__and

to_reimbursement for travel expenses_as_provided in 2-18-501

through_ _2-15-503y andy--+n--additien--theretoy for their

necessary expenses tn-attendtmg-meetings-or--when-—otherwise
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engaged-tn-board-of-control-pustness.”
Section S« Section 85-7-1703, MCAs is amended to read:
"85-7-1703« Vacancies among commissionerse In case of
a vacancy in the board of commissionerss from any causes
such vacancy shall be filled for-the-remsinder-of-the-term

until _the next reqular _or_special _zlection by appointment oy

the judge of the district court of the county tn which the
division or major portion thereof is situatede. The appuintes
shallt be an ownar of 'and within the gistricts shall oe a
resident ot the county in which the division of the cistrict
{(or some portion of the division for which such commissioner
1S so electedj is situateds and shall hold office until his
successor is elected and qualified."

Section &e Saection B85-7-1713s MCAe is amended to read:

"35-7T-1713« Where documents to be filed and
proceedings to be helds where the lands of a district 1lie
within more than one countys all petitionse paperssy
documentss or other instruments shall be Filed and
proceedings had in the county comtatning-the-greater-martics

of-—sard--distritet in__which the office of the boera 1s

Section 7« Saction 85-7-1904s MCAs iSs amended to read:
"gS-7-1904. Acquisition of water and waterwurks Dy
boardes (1} The board shall have power and authority to:

(4) appropriate water in the name of the district;

—-4- HE 269
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{b} acquire by purchases leases or contract water and 1 rental in excess of 5868v600 $199y8989 $125:000+ shall-be jis
water rights; additional waters and supplies of water: 2 Final or binding upon the Jdistricts nor-shali--said and_ _no
canalsy reservoirss dams s and other works already 3 sum may oe paid FOR__SUCH__PURCHASEs LEASEs OR_CONTRACT
constructed or in the course of construction; and 4 without the writtean consent or petition of at least a

{¢c) acquire by purchaseae leaser contracts 5 majority in number and acreage of the holders of title or
condemnations or other legal! means: 5 evidence of title to the lands within the dJistricte Any

(i) lands and rights in lands for rights-of-ways for 7 splitting or division of such purchases leas2s oOr contract
reservoirsy for the storage of needful waterse and for dam 8 with the purpose or intention of avoiding or circumventing
sites and necessary appurtenances; and 9 the provisions of this section shall render such divided or

{ii) such other lands ang property as may be nacassary 10 split contract or contracts voide"
for the constructions uses maintenances repairs improvements 11 Section 8. Section 85-7-1941ly MCAs is amended to read:
enlargementy and operation of any district system of 12 "35-7-194le Contractse {1} The construction by the
irriygation workse. 13 district of a*b irrigation works of-every-kind-whotsoever

(2' The poard shall nave the privileges if desireds tro 14 amountiny-to-$5y880--or--more--shat}¥ may be done by _the
contract with the owner or owners oOf such canalse 15 districts 0Oy private ownerss ©Or by contracte
resarvoirss damse anc other works so purchased and in  the 1) (2} 4efore any sdeh contract is lete the board of
course of constructioun for tne completion thereof. 194 commissionars shall - empley--competent--engineers--to—-make

{3) No purchasey, lteases or contract for purchase of 18 PRUVICE surveyse plansy mapses and estimatess which shall
any watery water Trightsy canalsy reservoirss reservoir LS inctude everything necessary to show the entire cost in
sitesy dam sitess irrigation workss or other property of any 20 detail! of everything necessary to complete the work required
nature or kind or for the making or purchasing of surveyss 21 to irrigyate any of the lands in the district under the
mapss plansy estimatess and specifications or for the 22 proposed system.
purcnase of machinery for pumping plants or for the erection 23 {3) Notice of any contract to be awarded for the
of osuilaingss agueductss and other structures necessarily 24 construction of such works shall state where tne plans and
usz2d i1n connection with such pumping plantse for a price or 25 specifications may be seen and shall he publisned at ‘teast
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once a3 week for 3 successive calendar weeks i1n a newspaper
published or of General circulation in the county where the
office of the district is Jlocated. Sealed bids shall ope
called for in such publisned notices ana bids shaill be
opened in publice”

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NOe. 269
INTRODUCED BY McLANEs ASAYs FEDAs VINGERs BRIGGSe
CONROYs DEVLINs DONALOSONs METCALFy SIVERTSENSs

ROTHy BURNETTs CURTISSs KEYSERs THOFT

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ®aN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE
LAW CONCERNING THE ADMINISTRATION OF IRRIGATION OISTRICTS:
REMOVING THE MONETARY LIMITS ON CERTAIN LEVIES; RAISING THE
COMPENSATION AND EXPENSE ALLOWANCES OF CERTAIN BOARD
MEMBERS; PROVIDING THAT VACANCIES BE FILLED UNTIL THE NEXT
ELECTION; PROVIDING THAT DOCUMENTS BE FILED 1IN THE COUNTY
WHEREIN THE OFFICE OF THE BOARD IS LOCATED: RAISING MINIMUM
CONTRACT AMOUNT FOR WHICH BOARD MUST HAVE PRIOR TITLEHOLDER
APPROVAL; REMOVING THE REQUIREMENT THAT ALL IRRIGATION WORKS
BE DONE BY CONTRACT; AMENDING SECTIONS 85-7~205+ B5-7-306+
85-7-1505+ B5-7-1613+ B5-T-17T03, B5-T-1713s B85-T-1904s+ AND

85-T-1941le MCA."

BE IT ENACTED 8Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section l. Section B85-7-205s MCAy, is amended to read:
"85-7-205. Duty of trusteess levys and indebtednesse.

The board of trustees may develop the source of supply;

cleans improves and develop the channel of the stream: and

do and perform other work on the main distributing system as

will be beneficial to the better distribution of the waters
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of the decreed water right streamy—bot-in-no--¢case and may
the--boardv——%o cover the expenses of such worky by levy te
exceed-25-cents-per-acre-in-any-one-year. Whenever waters of
the stream under the irrigation district <created by this
part are commingled with other waters or it is difficult to
determine how many acres are irrigable by the water rights
held in the streame the acre basis of Jlevy shall be
determined by the number of cubic feet of water per second
owned by such party or parties at the rate of 025 cubic
feet of water per second to the acre. The board may not
issue bonds or incur any indebtedness other than warrant
indebtedness under the limitations imposed by lTaw."

Section 2. Section B85-7-306y MCA+ is amended to read:

"85-7-306. Development of water supply — Fémie-on
levy for expenses. The board of commissioners of Tsuch
irrigation district shall have authority to develop the
source of supply and increase the means of distribution of
water to the end that all owners of water rights under satd
the system shall receive the amount of water which can be
beneficially wused upon their lands within the districte. Not

more-than-s4-per-acre-shati-be-tevied The board may _levy

against each irrigable acre of land in the district +n-any
one-year on account of administrative expensess cost of
m3intenance and repairse development of water supplye or

enlargement of distribution facilities."

-2- HB 2569
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Section 3. Section 85-7-1505s MCAs is amended to read:
*85-7-1505. C(ompensation and expenses of
commissioners. The commissionerss when sitting as a board or
when engaged in the business of the districty shabtt-eaech
recetve—an—anoont-not-to—exceed-$20-a-day-for——services are

entitled to compensation__for board _members as provided in

2-15~-124 and__to reimbursement for_travel expenses as

provided__in 2-18-501 through_ _2-18-503sy andy-in-addition

theretoy for their necessary expenses tm-attending-—meetings
er when otherwise engaged on district busimesss including
premiums on qualifying bonds and any other bonds required of
them in connection with their officer-provided-Suchs ¥ravel

and-—ether—-necessary expenses——and--per-—drem—are Mmust-be

appreved-by-a-unanimous-vote-of-the--poardy——and--a—-mrieage
aliowance-——-of-t2-cents-a-mite-in-attending-board-meetings-or
when—engaged-in-the-bosiness-of-the-trrigation-district.”
Section &4« Section 85-T7-1613y MCAs is amended to read:
"gS5~7-1613. Board of control -- per diem and expenseses
The members of the board of control. when sitting as a board

or _when engaged_in the business of the boardes shalt——recetve

for--services—neot-—-te—-exceed--$i5--per-day are entitled to

compensation_for board members as provided in__2-15-124 _and

to _reimbursement for travel expenses_as provided_in 2-18-501

through 2-18-503y andy--tm--additien--theretoy for their

necessary expenses tn-sttending-meetings-or—-when--otherwise

-3- HB 269

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

HB 0269/02

engaged-tn—board-of-controi-bostness.”
Section S5« Section 85-7-1T703s MCAs is amended to read:
“85-7—1705. Vacancies among commissioners. In case of
a vacancy in the board of comsissionerse from any causes
such wvacancy shall be filled for-the-rematnder-of-the-term

until the next reqular_or_special election by appointment by

the judge ofF the dgistrict court of the county 1n which the
division or major portion thereof is situated. The appointee
shall be an owner of land within the districty shall be a
resident of the county in which the division of the district
{or some portion of the division for which such commissioner
is so elected) is §ituated' and shall hold office until his
successor 15 elected and qualified."

Section 6e Section B5-7-1T13y MCA, is amended to read:

#85-7-1713« HKhere documents to be filed and
proceedings to be held. Where the lands of a district lie
within more than one countys all petitionss papersey
documentss oOr other instruments shal? be Filed and

proceedings had in the county contatning-—the-greater-pertion

of--satrd--distriet in__which _the office of _the board is
gﬁiéﬁ"éﬁed-"
Section 7. Section 85-7-1904s MCAy is amended to read:
#85-7-1904. Acquisition of water and waterworks by
boarde {1} The board shall have power and authority to:

{a) appropriate water in the name of the district;
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{b) acquire by purchases leases 0Or contract water and
water rights; additional waters and supplies of water;
canal se reservoirss dams ¢ and other works already
constructed of in the course of construction; and

(c}] oacquire by purchases leaser contracte
condemnations or other legal means:

(i} lands and rights in lands for rights-of-ways for
reservoirss for the storage of needful waterses and Ffor dam
sites and necessary appurtenances: and

(it) such other lands and property a5 m3y be necessary
for the constructions usey maintenances repaire improvements
enlargementy and operation of any district system of
irrigation workse

tZ) The board shall have the privileges if desireds to
contract with the owner or owners of such canalse
reservoirsy damss and other works so purchased and in the
course of construction for the completion thereof.

(3) No purchasey, leases or contract for purchase of
any waters water vrights, candlss reservoirs, reservoir
sitess dam sitess irrigation workse or other property of any
nature or kind or for the making or purchasing of surveyss
mapse plansey estimatesy and specifications or For the
purchase of machinery for pumping plants or for the erection
of buildingss agqueductss and other structures necessarily

used in connection with such pumping plantse for a price or

5= HB 269
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rental in excess of $86+y066 $168v006 $125,000s shati-be is

final or binding upen the districtsy ner-shatt--sstd and__no

sum may be paid FOR__SUCH PURCHASEy LEASEs OR_CONTRACT

without the written consent or petition of at least a
majority in number and acreage of the holders of title or
evidence of title to the ltands within the districts Any
splitting or division of such purchases leasee Or contract
with the purpose or intention of avoiding or <circumventing
the provisions of this section shall render such divided or
split contract or contracts void."

Section 8. Section B85-T-194ls MCAe is amended to read:

"g85-T-1941e Contractse {l}) The constructi1on by the
district of a¥¥ irrigation works of-every-kind-whatseever
amounting-to-$5vy880--or--more--shatt may be done by _the

districts by private ownerss or by contracte

{2) Before any seekh contract is lety the board of
commissionars shall employ-—-competent—-engineers——to-——-make
PROVIDE surveyss planss mapse and estimatess which shalt
include everything necessary to show the entire cost in
detail of everything necessary to complete the work required
to irrigate any of the 1lands in the district under the
proposed system.

{3} MNotice of any contract to be awarded for the
construction of such works shall state where the plans and

specifications may be seen and shall be published at least
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once a week fFor 3 successive calendar weeks in a newspaper
published or of general circulation in the county where “the
office of the district is located. Sealed bids shall ope
called for in such published notices and bids shall be
opened in publice™

-End-
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