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HOUSE BILL NO. 265 

INTRODUCED BY ELI,ISON, RYAN 

IN ThE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Agriculture. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass and be placed on 
consent calendar. Report 
adopted. 

Considered correctly enqrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to Senate. 

IN THE Sf:NATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Agriculture, 
Livestock, and Irrigation. 

On motion hill taken from 
Committee on Bills and Journal 
and rereferred to Committee 
on Agriculture, Livestock and 
Irriqation. Motion adopted. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

SP.cono reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in 
as amended. Ayes, 47; Noes, 1. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Returned from Senate with 
amendments. 
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Second reading, amendments 
concurred in. 

On motion rules suspended and 
bill placed on third reading 
this day. 

Third reading, amendments 
concurred in. Ayes, as, 
Noes, 7. Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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_fj_QfJ.5_£_ BILL NOo .0_6,2::_ 

~~~-------------------------INTR'-'lJUCfC 6Y 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

CRroATIOI\ AND DPERATIOI\ OF RCDENT CONTROL DISTRICTS; 

REPEALING SECTIONS 7-22-2201 T~RQUGH 7-2?-2~~6, ~CA." 

P~ IT E~ACTED 3Y TH~ LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Cf ~ri\TA~•: 

Section 1. Definitions. As used in [sections 1 through 

19], unl~ss the context indicates o~herwise, the followin~ 

definitions apply: 

(l) "Board" means the rodent control board fer a 

district. 

(?} "Department" means the dep~rta.ent of livestock. 

(~} "District" weans a rooent control district cre3teo 

under ttr provisions of (sections 1 thrcu~h 19]. 

(4) •Fund" means the rccPnt contrDl district furJ 

auth~riLec ty rsection 10]• 

('J) "Governinc, body" iT~cns -chE: ~cv<'rnin<: boc'y 

specified in the alternativa fer~ of ~overn~ent a~ortcd by ~ 

ccu~ty. 

{6) "Kooent" waans Colurrbia crcunc sauirrel (Citdlus 

cclu!l'bianus)t Richc;rcoson ~round squirrel (Cit£llus 

rich?rdscni i)• Aramatus ~rounc s~uirrel (Citellus arawe~us)• 

thirte~n-stripqc ground squirr~l (Citellus triece~lir~~tus)• 
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~ccKet gopher (Thomomys, various species)• field w.ice 

p;i cr-otus, Vdrious species) and prairie dcJ (Cynomys 

Jujovicianu$)• 

Section 2. Application to state landso [Sections 1 

through 1 'J J '-'PP 1 y to 1 an.js owner! by tho;, state. 

Section 3. ~odent control districts authorized. The 

gov2rnin~ ~vGy of a county may cr~at~ a district as provided 

in [sections 1 throu~h 19]. A district ~ay not contain any 

city or town. 

s~ction 4. Petition to cr26te jistrict -- heari,g. (l} 

Tha creation of a district may be initi2ted only by 3 

petiti ->n: 

(a) si jroed by at 1 P;::.st 51'; of th0 nwn<'rs of 1 and 

within the proposed district; 

(:J) submitted to the qoverning booy of the county; anj 

(c) acccmp~niEO ~y sufficient fun~s to defray the cost 

0F giving notic~ ~s required by [secticn 5]• 

(Z) Tte ?etition shall set forth t~e buundari~s of the 

propos~d district. 

(~) Upon rec£iot of the :Jetition• tt!e governins ~0dy 

shr.J11 S'2t a da+:.t- for 2 t"-ie3rin·.~ on th_~ ~,~titian. T:·:--=-:. •~E . .:.rin .... 

i~uit te t~la hitnin 3 ~Q~~s of recei~t ~f the ~etitio~. 

Sectiorl 5. ~!atice cf he~rin~. ~Jpsn settins a ~~te f0r 

tn:. i120ring, tt-lE' ~~·.JV:..?!rflin:.:! body sf".a11 ~.iv~ •~ctice ~i the 

h~Jrin] in the followin~ ~anner: 

-2-
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(1) notice is to be sent oy certified mail to ~ach 

owner of land within the prc~osed district at ~hP l?st-known 

address ~s sha~n in tn~ county r2cords; 

(l) notice is tote posted in dt la•st three ~ublic 

placs• within tha proposed district; cind 

(3) notice is to be published in at least two is~ues 

of ~ nawspa~er of ~eneral circul~tion in the proposeo 

aistrict, with at least 7 days bet~aen publication, ~nd the 

first publication must be at least 10 d~ys before the 

hea.-ing date. 

Section 6. Objection to district. (1) ~t any time up 

to and including the date of the hearing, a lan~ownar may 

file written objection to the creation of the district with 

the county clerk. The county clerk sh~ll note the time of 

race i pt on tha written protest .omd s:-;a 11 co1'pute th"' 

percentage of 1 and in the proposed a i strict rep resent"'O hy 

the ~retesting landowner. 

(2) If the owners of at least 51% of the land in the 

proposed district file written objections with the county 

clerk, the district may not be created. 

Section 7. Hearing -- decision. (1) On the date set 

for the hearing. the governing uody shall hear comments on 

the proposed district. If objections h3ve bBen filed ~y 

owners of at least 51% of the land within the districto the 

governing body shall deny the petition .-e~uest and may net 
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create the district. Prior to cr~atin~ a aistrict. the 

governing body shall mC>ke 2 findin1 that creatiJr. of th<o 

disi:rict i~ in the be~t interests cf th'' ~istrict lands ··n·' 

r~sidf"qts. ~xc2;'t ~s ~rovided in subsectioP {~)• t~" 

decisiorl on whot~er to grant or deny th~ p-t~tion request 

"'''~11 ''e inade <titl1in 10 cc:Jys of the he3rinc<• 

(2) The decision is to be ~aae by an cr1~r r~c~r1e~ in 

th2 minutes of the ~overnins body. If th~ wistrict is tn ~· 

created, the order shall state the name of thE district, 

describe the district bou~d~ri~S9 ·inj pr3Vi1~ 3ny ~t!1~r 

inforillation r1eede~ to describe the lane: included ~ithin the 

district. 

Section 8· Rocent control board. fhe CQUnty weec boaro 

appc i nted under 7-22-2103 shall 5erv'' as tl1•? ro<;ent centr" l 

ooard• 

Section 9. Soard po~ers. The board ~ay: 

(1) develop and administer a progra~ for th~ ah2te~ent 

anj alleviation of rodent pest conditions within 

district; 

th• 

1 2) employ such assistants and employees as are 

necessary; 

(3) purchase or lease such equipment, ~ateriel, or 

s~rvices as are considered necess~ry for a11 affective 

control program; 

(4) sell or 1 ease such equi pmento :nat2ri2-l 9 or 

-4-
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1 services to district landowners or r2sid~nts as ~re 1 be placed in the district fund. 

considerad nEcess3ry t~ implemgnt th~ rod~n~ atat2went 2 Section 12. Financial o;..er"J.f:i on. { 1 l Naterial, 

:;, ~rogr :.t,r.; 
3 Equi~ment, and servicPS purch2sGJ or leJsed ~y the bnard ~re 

4 ( 5) cooperat-e with any corporation, associc:tion. 
4 to be paid for by warrants drawn on t~e fu~d. 

5 qroup, individual, or st~t~ or federal aq€ncy in rodent 
5 (2) Poyri:E.nt rdceiv9d for material. equipment, ::;nd 

a::...cJtem•·nt pr oc,rams; 6 services supplied by the board is t0 be deposited in the 

7 (o) receive sifts or :rants for the implem~ntatian of 7 fund. ~ei~burse~ant payments as provided for in [section 14] 

!l d rodent abatement program; and a d~d p?naltias collected und~r [s0ction 15) are to be 

" (7) enter district lands in order to survey and study 
9 deposited in the fund. 

lc1 conditjons an~ tc ilrplement a rodent dbate~?nt program~ 
lC :::,.ection 13· lii!pl 'Omentati on of rocent control. { 1) 

11 Section 10. Rodent control fund. ( 1) Th·2 governin:; 11 Whenever the board ~as reason to believe a rodent control 

12 ~Ldy shall establish ~ s~ecial fundt to De kno~n as th~ 12 problem exists, it sh2ll inst=''?Ct th2 -::..ff·:::c:.cc lend -::r.~ ·n;__-:-y 

13 rodent control district fundr for each district in th~ l3 issue an ord~r to th~ lan~owner to t~k~ th~ 2ppr2;Jri .;-t:0 

14 county. Xoney in the fund may be exoended only for district 14 e-ctiun. 

a~ .. :inistrdtiv~ costs and the dXpenses of establi5hin; 2nd 1~ (L') If ~h-::- nrv::>r is ;.ot ·)~2y-2t.! i;l "'ch~~ tir~H:; ~~.:ecifi-et:' 

1o i:al;2'1-e.J:f::il"' in~ a ro:J~nt abatemenT. progra-rtl. 1·=- i d t. J_ -:...;r.,_; .. ::!rt ti:-: )-. .:..-...::.ru SJ~<::-'11 -~ ... cir-~·2 t~~ .. : n cc c: ss o' ry st.q~s t-o 

17 (2) The county treasurer is tha administrotcr of th~ n cuntrc-i t~~~ ro1ant problem. The 2X~~nsrs of tl bo3rd i r> 

1;~ fund 'lnc shall draw W3rrants on the fund by order of the lS carryin~ aut th~s2 we2sures shall b~ Daid from the fund by 

19 ~0V1:rnin:' tody. A~rrants shall ~·~ 8rdHred by the sov~rnin~ 1•;' t~~ ~ovErnin~ joJy. 

20 ~cjy ~~~n so rEquested hy the ~~Jrd. 21) Sect i ,)n 1-'t· R~i~bursement of funo. (1) ~henever the 

Zl :;ection 11. "'i 11 levy authorized. To aa1~inist~r and 21 b0~~~s nas underta~~n rcde~t control ~~rsu2nt t0 [s~ctiorl 

22 i~~lcment a rodent abat2ment pro~ran~, the q~vernin; body m2y 2<. 1~], t:1e l3n1own~r sh2ll reimburse th~ funrl fer the exrensas 

23 lavy 3 tax, not to exce~d 2 ~ills, on the taxabl~ value of 23 r2l ateJ to roce,Jt control an his ]Jnd. T~~ b06rc may, ~y 

24 t~1~ horticulturdlt far-1r.i n~, ~razi:l'~' for..?s.t, a•~1 r3il ro~J 2-'t writt.e.n contr::~c.t nitil t:..n~ 1-Jn~ow:-..2rt .:::. re.:::! t"1 ext-::..r;.-1 1:flc 

2~ lands ~ithin the district. The ~roceejs of the levy 3re tc 25 r:__·i:T!:-:ursE..IrF~nt o:>vcr .a ~'f'~rioj not t.J .!?>:"C~-?~ :=- ;'e::::rs. 
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{~) Th~ .::H~r~-::mC::nt r11ay ~rovi ~--::! for tht r: i "";Jt.,urs~r.:snt 

?aymAnts to be ccl1ect£d ~ith prop2rty t~x~s, ?nd in this 

ca~£, th" CJGcrd sh'>l1 i nfcr.11 til< county cl·=r'- of the 1 ~n<js 

to b.a- char..;ed ancJ t;-.e amount to ~::-; pl Jced on tl-:t tcx notice. 

U;'.>n rsceipt of the p.eyment, th.c .:uunty cl.'rk s~.ell .j<':"os it 

it i<1 the fund. 

52ction 15. Penalty. (1} Any pers~n ~he interf?res 

witn tt,~ board or its employees or ~g~nts is subject t~ 8 

civil ~enalty not to exceed ,100. The Joard •ay i~stitute 2 

court action to recover the penalty. 

(21 Penalties assessed under this s2ction ar~ to rye 

deposited in the fund. 

Section 16. Enlar~e~ent of aistrict. A district ~ay be 

enlarged upon vresentation of a petition ~igned by at least 

51% of th" owners of the land in the 3re3 Dro?ose1 ~c ~e 

annexed to the district. The provisions of [sections 4 

throu~h 7] apply to the annexation petition, with the term 

"district• in those sections taken tCJ mean the area croposed 

to be added. 

section 17. Dissolution of a district. (1) u,:>an 

receipt of a petition signed ty th3 owners uf at lq3st 51~ 

of the land in the district ~n~ ~fter ~ hearins on t~s 

oetition, a district may be dissolvaa QY urder ~f th~ 

9overnin~ body. Notice of the h~ariny is to te aiven by 

posting notice in at least three public places in the 

-1-
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j is tr i ct and by publ ish i nq n~;t i c -~ ;t: 1 -:-..1~ t one- in .._ ... 

:1~~s0a~€r 3f ~2s1~ral circulation in th~ ~istrict. !f t~~· 

~~vErrlin; body finds it to be in th~ ~~st i~terest ··~ ~~~ 

(istrict l~nds ~nu r~sidcnts to ter~inat~ t~~ ~i~trict, t~~ 

sov-=rnin~.; ':Jouy s'l~ll so crder. 

(?) Tile uissclution -:Jrc1er s!-lall ;:;rc.vi 0€ for ,:, 

t~r~in~ticn date and for liqui~atino thY dis~-lct assots anj 

li~bi1itias •. ~ny ~on£y re~aininq i~ th~ 1istrict fun~ 2fter 

;11 assets ar1··; l iabiliti2s ~~ve ~sen 1 i~ui~~tsd sh~ll b~ 

transferre~ to the county s2ner21 fur.c. 

S~ction lRo Multicounty districts. ;,. !'Ulticounty 

jistrict IDay be created by interlocal 3~reem@nt, as ?roviJeo 

in Title 7, chapter 11• part 1, between tn~ governin~ boties 

of the counties involved. 

s~ction 19. LaaSE~ land. Lessees 0f lan~ ~~it~in ~r~~ 

district are liable for assess~ents an1 levies f~r rodent 

control and must comply with [sections 13 3n~ 14] unless t~~ 

leasG specifically forbids rojcnt control t~r0u~h ch~0ic•l 

o,.- other mec.ns. 

s~ction 20. Severability. If 8 part of this cct is 

inval id• all valid p&rts that arc severable from the i~valid 

p~rt rerrajn in effect. If ~ o~rt of tt1~s ~ct is inv~l id i!1 

one or •ore cf its spplicetions, the ~art re,ains in effpct 

in all valid applications that Hre 5ever?~le ~ro~ tnc 

invalid appl ic>tions. 

-8-



\ 
.() 

'-!l 

\"( 

~
 

~
 

.... 
.r::. 

{?
 

V
' 

.... 
:;l 

0 
0 

(!>
 

.... 
r-

.:: 
0 

..... 
u -' 

..... 
G

 
N

 
N

 I "' N I 
r-"' c: () 

..... 
v Q

 
I 

L
~
 

"' 
I 

c: 
C

· 
. 

kl' 
I 

T
J 

I 
. 

Q
! 

.... 
... 

0> 
"l 

... 
QJ 

'" 
0.. 

1J 
"' 

Q
. 

... 
0

) 

"'-
Q

J 
.... '" 

. .... 
.. 

N
 

<
t 

u 
c: 

no: 
0 

..... 
'"' 

<
) 

C"J 
<ll 

'" 
(/) 

N
 I " N I 

r-

.... 
"' 



SECOND READING BILL 

WAS NOT PRINTED. 
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_f:/_QU5L_ BILL NO. ~ 

EA~-+-------------INTRODUCED BY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

CRI"ATIOr. AND OPERATION OF RODENT CONTROL DISTRICTS; 

REPEALING SECTIONS 7-22-2201 THROUGH 7-22-2206, ~CA." 

P.E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Definitions. As used in [sections 1 through 

1~]• unless the context indicates otherNise, the following 

definitions apply: 

(1) •aeard• means the rodent control beard for a 

district. 

(2) •oep~rt~ent" means the department of livestock. 

(3) •District" ~eans a rodent control district created 

under the previsions of [sections 1 through 19]• 

(4) •Fund• means the rodent control district fund 

authorized by [section 10]• 

(5) •Governing body• means the governing body 

specified In the alternative form of government adoptee by a 

county. 

(6) •Rodent• means Columbia ground squirrel (Citellus 

colurrbianus), Richc;roson !;round squirrel (CitEllus 

richerdsonii}y Aramatus ground squirrel (Citellus aramatus)o 

thirteen-striped ground squirrel (Citellus triece~lineatus)o 
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pocket gopher (Thomomys, various species)• field mice 

(Microtus, various species} and prairie dog (Cynomys 

ludovicianus)• 

Section 2. Application to state lands. [Sections 1 

through 19] apply to lands owned by the state. 

Section 3. Rodent control districts authorized• The 

governing body of a county may create a district as provided 

in [sections 1 through 19]. A district may not contain any 

city or town. 

Section 4• Petition to create district -- hearing. (1) 

The creation of a district may be initiated only by a 

petition: 

(a) signed by at least 51% of the owners of land 

within the proposed district; 

(b) submitted to the governing body of the county; and 

(c) accompanied by sufficient funds to defray the cost 

of giving notice as required by [section 5]. 

(2) The petition shall set forth the boundaries of the 

proposed district. 

(3) Upon receipt of the ?etition, t~e governing body 

shall set a date for a hearing on th~ petition. The hearin9 

must be held within 3 weeks of recei?t of the petitio~. 

Section 5. Notice of hearing. Upon setting a date for 

the hearin9o the governing body shall give notice of the 

hearing in the followin~ manner: 
CONSENT CALENDAR 

-2- T H I R D R E A D I N G 
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(1) notice is to be sent by certified mail to each 

<»o~ner of land within the proposed district at the l<>st-kno.m 

address as sho1111n in the county records·; 

(2) notice is to be posted in at le3st three public 

places within the proposed district; and 

(3) notice is to be published in at least two issues 

of a n~spaper of general circulation in the proposed 

district, with at least 7 days between publication, and the 

first publIcation must be at least 10 days before the 

hearing date. 

Section 6. Objection to district. (1) At any time up 

to and including the date of the hearing, a landowner may 

file written objection to the creation of the district with 

the county clerk. The county clerk shall note the time of 

receipt on the written protest and shall compute the 

percentage of land in the proposed district represented by 

the protesting landowner. 

(2) If the owners of at least 51Z ~f the land in the 

proposed district file written objections with the county 

clerk, the district may not be created. 

Section 7. Hearing decision. (1) On the date set 

for the hearing, the governing body shall hear co-ents on 

the proposed district. If objectioAs have been filed by 

owners of at least 51% of the land within the district, the 

governing body shall deny the petition request and may not 

-3-
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create the district. Prior to creating a district, the 

governing body shall make a finding that creation of the 

district is in the best interests of the district lands an.' 

residents. Except as provided in subsection (3)• the 

decision on whether to grant or deny the petition request 

shall be made within 10 days of the hearing. 

{2) The decision is to be maae by an order recorded in 

the 111inutes of the governing body. If the district is to be 

created, the or~er shall state the na~e of the district, 

describe the district boundaries, and provide any other 

information needed to describe the land included within the 

district. 

Section a. Rodent control board• The county weed boaro 

appointed under 7-22-2103 shall serve as the rodent control 

board. 

Section 9.. Board powers. The board aoay: 

(1) develop and adalinlster a program for the abatement 

and alleviation of rodent pest conditions within th~~ 

district; 

(2) e111:ploy such assistants and employees as are 

necessary; 

(3) purchase or lease such equipment, ~ateri?l, vr 

services as are considered necessary for an effective 

control program; 

(4) sell or lease such equipment, material, or 

-4-
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services to dist~ict landowne~s o~ ~esidents as a~e 

conside~ed necessa~y to implement the ~odent abatement 

prog~am> 

(5) coope~ate With 

groupo individual, or state 

abatem~nt pro~~ams; 

any corpo~ation, association, 

or federal agency in rodent 

(6) receive gifts or g~ants for the implementation of 

a rodent abatement prog~a~; and 

(7) ente~ district lands in o~der to su~vey and study 

conditions and to implement a rodent abatement prog~am. 

Section 10. Rodent cont~ol fund. (1) The gove~ning 

body shall establish a special fund, to be known as the 

rodent cont~ol district fund, for each dist~ict in the 

county. Xoney in the fund may be expended only fo~ district 

a~~inistrative costs and the expenses of establishing and 

im~leroentin~ a ~odent abatement p~ogram. 

(2) The county treasure~ is the administrate~ of the 

fund and shall draw wa~~ants on the fund by order of the 

~overnin~ body. Warrants shall be orde~ed by the governing 

body when so requested by the board. 

Section 11. Mill levy authorizea. To administer and 

implement a ~odent abatement prog~am, the governins body may 

levy a tax, not to exceed 2 Tills, on the taxa~le value of 

the ho~ticultural, farming, grazing, foresto and railro~d 

lands within the district. The proceeds of the levy a~A to 
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be placed in the dist~ict fund. 

Section 12. Financial operation. (1) Mate~ial, 

equipment, and services pu~chased or leased by the board a~e 

to be paid for by wa~rants d~awn on the fund. 

( 2) 

servicas 

Payffient received 

supplied by the 

for material, equipment, and 

boa~d is to be deposited in the 

fund. Reimbursement payments as provided for in [section 14] 

and penalties collected under [section 15] are to be 

deposited in the fund. 

Section 13· Implementation of ~odent cont~ol. (1) 

Wheneve~ the board has reason to believe a ~odent control 

problem exists, it shall inspect the affected land and may 

issue an o~de~ to the landowne~ to take the appr~~ri3te 

action. 

(2) If the orde~ is not obeyed in the time specified 

in the orde~, the board shall take the necessary steps to 

control the rodent problem. The expenses of the board in 

carryins out these measu~es shall be paid from the fund by 

the governing body. 

Section 14• Reimbursement of fund. (1) Wheneve~ the 

board has undertaken rodent control pursuant to [section 

13], the landowner shall ~eimbu~se the fund for the expenses 

related to rodent control on his land. T~e board may, by 

w~itten cont~act with the landowner, agree to extend the 

reimbursement ove~ a pe~iod not to exceed 5 years. 
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(2) The agreement may provid~ for the rei'llbursement 

payments to be collected with property taxes, and in this 

case, the board shall inform the county clerk of the lands 

to be charged and the amount to be placed on the tax notice. 

Upon receipt of the payment, the county clerk shall deposit 

it in the fund. 

Section 15• Penalty. (1) Any person whc interferes 

with ttoe board or its employees or agents is subject to a 

civil penalty not to exceed .$100. The board may institute a 

court action to recover the penalty. 

(2) Penalties assessed under this section are to be 

deposited in the fund. 

Section 16· Enlargement of district. A district may be 

enlarged upon presentation of a petition signed by at least 

51% of the owners of the land in the area proposed to be 

annexed to the district. The provisions of [sections 4 

through 7J apply to the annexation petition, with the term 

•district" in those sections taken t~ mean t~e area proposed 

to be added. 

Section 17. Dissolution of a district. (1) Upon 

receipt of a petition signed by the owners of at least 51% 

of the land in the district and after a hearing on the 

petition, a district may be dissolved by order of the 

governing body. Notice of the hear i.ng is to be given by 

posting notice In at least three public places in the 
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district and by publishing netic~ at l~ast once in a 

newspaper ~f general circulation in the jistrict. If the 

governing body finds it to be in the best interest ~~ ~~0 

district lands and residents to terminate th~ district, the 

governing body shall so order. 

(2) The dissolution order shall provide for a 

termina,ion date and for liquidating the district assets and 

liabilities. Any money remaining In the district ~und after 

311 assets and liabilities have ~een liquidatsd shall bP 

transferred-to the county general fund. 

Section 18• Multicounty districts. A multicounty 

district may be created by interlocal agreement, as provided 

in Title 7, chapter 11 0 part lo between the governing bodies 

of the counties involved. 

Section 19• leased land. lessees of land within the 

district are liable for assessments and levies for rodent 

control and must co•ply -~lth [sections 13 and 1~) unless the 

lease specifically forbids rodent control t~rou~h ch~mic~l 

or other means. 

Section 20. Severability. If a part of this act Is 

invalid, all valid parts that are severable from the i·nval id 

part re~r.ain.in effect. If a part of this aet is inv;liJ i,: 

one o·r more of its applIcations, the i)art re111ains ·-in effect 

in all valid applIcations that are severable freon the 

invalid applications. 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 265 

INTRODUCED BY eL~ONo RYAN 

A Blll FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

CREATION AND OPERATION OF RODENT CONTROL DISTRICTS; 

REPEALING SECTIONS 7-22-2201 THROUGH 7-22-2206o MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Definitions. As used in [sections 1 through 

19]• unless the context indicates other~iseo the following 

definitions apply: 

{1) "Board" means the rodent control board for a 

district. 

(2) "Depart~nt• means the department of livestock. 

(3) "District• means a rodent control district created 

under the provisions of [sections 1 through 19]• 

(41 "Fund" ~ans the rodent control district fund 

authorized by [section 10]. 

(51 "Governing body" means the governing body 

specified in the alternative for• of government adopted by a 

county. 

(6) "Rodent" means Colulllbia ground squirrel (Cite11us 

co1umbianus) • Richardson ground squirrel (Cite 11 us 

richardsonii)• Aramatus ground squirrel (Cite1Jus aramatus)• 

thirteen-striped ground squirrel (Citellus triecemlineatus)• 
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pocket gopher (Thomo•ys, various species)• field mice 

dog (C ynomys (Microtuso various species) and prairie 

ludovicianus). 

Section z. Application to state lands. [Sections 

through 19) apply to lands o~ned by the state. 

Section 3. Rodent control districts authorized. The 

governing body of a county •ay create a district as provided 

in [sections 1 through 19]. A district may not contain any 

city or town. 

Section 4. Petition to create district-- hearing. 11, 

The creation of a district Ray be initiated only by a 

petition: 

(a) signed by at least 51' of the owners of Jand 

within the proposed district; 

(b, subMitted to the governing body of the county; and 

(c) accompanied by sufficient funds to defray the cost 

of qiving notice as required by [section 5]. 

(2) lhe petition shall set forth the boundaries of the 

proposed district. 

(3) Upon receipt of the petition. the governinq body 

shall set a date for a hearing on the petition. The hearing 

must be held within 3 weeks of receipt of the petition. 

Section 5. Notice of hearing. Upon setting a date for 

the hearingo the governing body shall give notice of the 

hearing in the following manner: 
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(1) notice is to be sent by certified mai I to each 

owner of land within the proposed district at the last-known 

address as shown in the county records; 

(2) notice is to be posted in at least three public 

places w1thin the proposed district> and 

(3) notice is to be published in at least two issues 

of a newspaper of general circulat1on in the proposed 

district. with at least 1 days between publication. and the 

first publication must be at least 10 days before the 

hearing date. 

Section 6. ObjeCtion to district. (l} At any time up 

to and including the date of the hearing. a landowner may 

file written objection to the creation of the d1strict with 

the county clerk. The county clerk shall note the time of 

receipt on the written protest and shall compute the 

percentage of land in the proposed district represented oy 

the protesting landowner. 

(l) If the owners of at least 5ll of the land in the 

proposed district file written objections 

clerk• the district may not be created. 

Section 7. Hearing decision. 

With the county 

(l) On the date set 

for the hearing. the governing body shall hear comments on 

the proposed district. If Objections have been filed by 

owners of at least 5lt of the land within the district. the 

governing body shall deny the petition request and may not 
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create the district. Prior to creating a district. the 

governing body shall make a finding that creation of the 

district is in the best 1nterests of the district lands and 

residents. E~~e~t--e~--~~8vtded-t"-sttbseettOft-t3tT-~e !HE 

decision on whether to grant or deny the petition request 

shall be made within 10 days of the hearing. 

(2) The decision IS to be made by an order recorded 1n 

the minutes of the governing body. If the district IS to oe 

created• the order shall state the naae of the diStrict. 

describe the district boundaries, and provide any other 

1nformation needed to describe the land included within the 

district. 

i11 __ ~_1ANQOWNE~~!THIN THE PROPOSED DISTRICT AFTER THE 

!NI!~BO~~OAR!t~~AV~_BEEN~!ABlfSHEQ~~~!_fl!L!!Q~NG 

!~~--BOARQ __ Qt_~OUNTY_~Q~Mli~ERS_HAV~_!ll~-~ORTIQN OF 

}HE_k~~Q~~NEO_BY_~!~iflF R~~OVED __ fRO~ __ kQNSIQERA}!ON _ _£Q~ 

IN£1~ilQ!L~! THI~ THE:_O li~fi~HI S_LANDOWNE!L!:!!!lli_ill!!i~VER. 

t.G_!!;fL_!~L~RI!I N!i_ TO_fONTROL ROOENTS_Q.IL!:!.!_Lk~NO_ WIT H~~22..Q 

YARQ_BUfFE~_ZONL.QE_THf_QillRICT_!!Q!/NOARYo 

Section e. Rodent control board. The county weed board 

appointed under 7-ZZ-2103 shall serve as the rodent control 

board. 

Section 9. Board powers. The board •ay: 

(lJ develop and administer a pro9ram for the abatement 

and alleviation of rodent pest conditions within the 
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district; 

(2) emp,oy such assistants and employees as are 

necessary; 

(3) purchase or lease such equtpmentt material, or 

services as are considered necessary for an effective 

control program; 

( 4) sell or lease such equipment• Material, or 

services to district landowners or residents as are 

considered necessary to i~te-..nt the rodent abatement 

program; 

(5) cooperate with any corporation, associatton, 

group. individual, or state or federal agency in rodent 

abate-..nt progra~s; 

(6) receive gifts or grants for the imple.entation of 

a rodent abateMent program; and 

(7} enter district lands in order to survey and study 

conditions and to implement a rodent abatement program. 

Section 10. Rooent control fund. (l) The governing 

body shall establish a special fund, to be known as the 

rodent control district fund, for each dtstrict in the 

county. Money tn the fund may be expended only for district 

administrative costs and the expenses of establtshing and 

1 mp 1 ement inq a rodent abatement progr a.n. 

(2) The county treasurer is the administrator of the 

fund and shall draw warrants on the fund by order of the 
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governing body. Warrants shall be ordered by the governing 

body when so requested by the board. 

Section 11. Mill levy authorized. T~ administer and 

tmple ... nt a rodent abatement program, the governing body may 

levy a tax, not to exceed 2 mills, on the taxable value of 

the horticultural. far~ing, grazing. forest, and railroad 

lands ~ithin the dtstrict. The proceeds of the levy are to 

be placed in the district fund. 

Section 12. Financial operation. tl} Material. 

equipment. and services purchased or leased by the board are 

to be paid for by warrants drawn on the fund. 

(2} Pay~nt received for material, equipment. and 

services supplied by the board is to be deposited in the 

fund. Reimbursement pdyments as provided for in [section 14] 

and penalties collected unde~ [section 15J are to be 

deposited in the fund. 

Section 13. Implementation of ~odent control. (l) 

Whenever the board has reason to believe a rodent control 

problem exists. tt shall inspect the affected land and may 

issue an order to the 1ando~ner to take the appropriate 

action. IHE__Q~Q~~--.!Q __ THLLANDOW~~-~AY~LY_REQUIRE_THAT 

~FFEf!£0 lANDS BE TREATED WITHIN A 250 YARD SUFFER lONE OF 

TH£_AO~~(ENT_Ql~TRlf!_h~NDS~ 

(2) If the order is not obeyed in the ti"'e specified 

in the order. the board shall take the necessary steps to 
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control the rodent problem. The expenses of the board tn 

carrying out these measures shall be paid from the fund by 

the governtng body. 

Section 14. Reimbursement of fund. (1) Whenever the 

board has undertaken rodent control pursuant to [section 

13)o the landowner shall reimburse the fund for the expenses 

related to rodent control on his land. The board mayo by 

written contract with the landowner• agree to extend the 

reimbursement over a period not to exceed 5 years. 

{2) The agreeMent may provide for the reimbursement 

payments to be collected with property taxes, and in this 

case, the board shall infor11 the county clerk of the I ands 

to be charged and the amount to be placed on the tax notice. 

Upon receipt of the payment, the county clerk shall deposit 

it in the fund. 

Section 15. Penalty. {1) Any person who tnterferes 

with the board or its employees or agents JS subject to a 

civil penalty not to exceed llOO. The board may institute a 

court action to recover the penalty. 

(2) Penalties assessed under this section are to be 

deposited in the fund. 

Section 16. Enlargement of district. A district 11ay be 

enlarged upon presentation of a petition signed by at least 

51~ of the owners of the land in the area proposed to be 

annexed to the district. The provisions of [sections 4 
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through 7] apply to the annexation petition, with tne term 

"district" tn those sections taken to mean the area proposed 

to be added• 

Section 17. Dissolution of a district. (l) Upon 

receipt of a petition signed by the owners of at least 51% 

of the land in the district and after a hearing on the 

petition, a district may be dissolved by order of the 

yoverning body. Notice of the hear1ng is to be given by 

postang notice in at least three public places in the 

district and by publishing notice at least once 1n a 

newspaper of general circulation in the district. If the 

governtng body finas it to be in the best interest of the 

oistrict lands and residents to terminate the district, 

governing body shall so order. 

the 

(21 The dissolution order shall provide for a 

termination date and for liquidating the diStrict assets and 

liabilities. Any money re~ining in the district fund after 

all assets and liabilities have been liquidated shall be 

transferred to the county general fund. 

Section 18. Multicounty districts. A multicounty 

district may be created by interlocal agreement• as provided 

in Title 7o chapter 11o part lo between the governing oodies 

of the counties involved. 

Section 19. leased land. Lessees of land within the 

district are liable for assessments and levies for rodent 

-a- HB 2o5 
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control and ~ust comply with [sections 13 and 14) unless the 

2 lease specifically forbids rodent control through che~ical 

3 or other means. 

4 Section 20. Severability. If a part of this act 1s 

5 tnvalido all valid parts that are severable fro~ the invalid 

6 part rema1n in effect. If a part of this act is invalid 1n 

7 one or ~ore of its applications, the part remains in effect 

8 in all valid applications that are severable from the 

9 invalid applications. 

10 

11 

Section 21. Repealer. Sections 

7-22-2Z06t MCA, are repealed. 

-End-
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March 16, 1981 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(Agriculture, Livestock & Irrigation) 

That House Bill No. 265 be amended as follows: 

1. Page 4, line 4. 
Strike: "Except as provided in subsection (3), the" 
Insert: "The" 

2. Page 4, line 12. 
Following: "district" 
Insert: "(3) A·landowner within the proposed district after the initial 

boundaries have been established may, by petitioning the board of 
county commissioners,have all or a portion of the lands owned by 
himself removed from consideration for inc~usion within the district. 
This landowner must, however, agree in writ.ing to control rodents on 
his land within a 250 yard buffer zone of the district boundary." 

3. Page 6, line 14. 
Following: "action" 
Insert: "The order to the landowner may only require that affected lands 

be treated within a 250 yard buffer zone of the adjacent district lands. 



March 10, 1981 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(Agriculture, Livestock & Irrigation) 

That House Bill No. 265 be amended as follows: 

1. Title, lines 5 and 6. 
Following: "DISTRICTS" 
Strike: The remainder of these lines through "MCA" 

2. Page 1, line 10. 
Following: line 9 
Strike: "19" 
Insert: "21" 

3. Page 1, line 14. 
Following: line 13 
Strike: line 14 in its entirety 
Renumber: Subsequent sUbsections 

4. Page 1, line 16. 
Following: "through" 
Strike: "19" 
Insert: "21'' 

5. Page 1, line 18. 
Following: "section" 
Strike: "10" 
Insert: "12" 

6. Page 2, line 5. 
Following: "through" 
Strike: "19" 
Insert: "21" 

7. Page 2, line 8. 
Following: "through" 
Strike: "19" 
Insert: "21" 

8. Page 4, line 13. 
Following: "board." 
Insert: "(1) (a) The board of county commissioners, upon the 

creation of a rodent control district, shall appoint a rodent control 
board composed of not less than three or more than five members. 
(b) Each member of the board must be an elector within the 
boundaries of the district. 
(c) Members of the board are public officers. 
(d) The county extension agent in a county electing to create a 
district is an ex officio member of the board. 

(2) II 

9. Page 4, line 14. 
Following: "7-22-2103" 
Strike: "shall" 
Insert: "may" 



Page 2 
House Bi~l No~ 265 

10. Page 4, line 15. 
Following: "board." 
Insert: "Section 9. Term of office. (1) Initially, at least one 

board member shall serve a 1-year term, at least one shall serve 
a 2-year term, and at least one shall serve a 3-year term. 
(2) Thereafter, all appointments shall be for 3-year terms. 
Section 10. Compensation and expenses. (1) Each appointed member 
is entitled to: (a) a mileage allowance as provided in 2-18-503 
for the distance actually and necessarily traveled to perform 
official duties; and (b) per diem expenses as established by the 
board of county commissioners. (2) Board members shall receive 
no other compensation." 

Renumber: subsequent sections 

11. Page 5, line 21. 
Following: "authorized." 
Insert: "(1)" 

12. Page 6, line 1. 
Following: "fund." 
Insert: "(2) A person taxed under this section may not be taxed 

13. Page 6, line 7. 
Following: "section" 
Strike: "14" 
Insert: "16" 

14. Page 6, line 8. 
Following: "section" 
Strike: "15" 
Insert: "17" 

15. Page 6, line 22. 
Following: line 21 
Strike: "13" 
Insert: "15" 

16. Page 8, line 17. 
Following: "sections" 
Strike: "13 and 14" 
Insert" "15 and 16" 

17. Page 9, lines 1 and 2. 
Strike: These lines in their entirety. 


