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J/Jh~~-~ - -----2 INTRuDUC:OO BY 

3 

1 (3) Every such contract shall be let to the lowest and 

2 best responsible bidder.• 

3 Section 2• Section 7-5-2302, MCA, Is amended to read: 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ftAN ACT INCREASING C~RTAIN 4 "7-5-2302. Use of competitive, nonadvertised bidding 

5 LI~ITS OF DISCRETIONARY AUTHORITY OF COUNTY OFFICIALS TO ACT 5 for certain purchases. (ll Except as provided in 7-5-2303, 

0 IN FISCAL MATTERS IN ORDER TO ADJUST FOR INFLATION; AMENDING 0 on any purchase contract entered into by a county governing 

1 SECTIONS 7-5-2301, 7-5-2302, 7-5-23a3, AND 7-7-2101, ~CA.ft 1 body for the purchase of any vehicle, machinery, appliances, 

8 8 apparatus, building, or materials and supplies for which 

9 3£ IT ENACTED 3'( THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 9 must be paid a sum in excess of ~~Teea ~Q~ but less than 

10 Saction l• Section 7-5-2301, HCAt is amended to read: 10 ~i:eTeae tzs.ooo, bids shall be solicited without advertising 

ll "7-5-2301. CompEtitive, adve~tised bidding ~equired 11 from persons, firmso or corporations who have caused to be 

12 fo~ certain large purchases or construction contracts. (1) 12 filed with the governing body of the county a request in 

13 Except as provided In 7-5-2304t no contract for the purchase 13 writing that Its name be listed with the governing body for 

14 of any vehicle, road machinery, or ether machinery, 14 solicitations on the particular items set forth in the 

15 a~par3tus 9 appliances, or equipment or for any materials or 15 request. The governing body shall solicit bids of 

10 supplie~ of 3ny kind for which must be ~aid a sum in excsss 16 pr~spective suppliers whose names are listed as provided 

l7 of $10,000 or for the construction of any ~uiljing, road, or 17 herein, which solicitatIon shall contain ':he same 

18 t>~idge fer which must be paid a sum in excess of 'ti:6T666 16 information as is required to be set forth in 

19 ~~UQ shall be entered into t>y a county governing t>ody 19 advertisements. If a person, firm, or corporation whose 

20 without first publiShing a notice callin9 for bids for 20 name is listed fails for a period of 1 year to respond to 

21 furnishing the same. 21 any solicitation for bids• such 1 istinq ~ay be canceled. 

22 (2) The notice must be publisheo in the official 22 (2) The governing body of the county shall let such 

23 newspaper of the county at least once a week for 3 23 contract to the lowest and best respon5it>le bidder. 

24 consecutive weeks before th~ date fix~d therein for 24 (3) Compliance with the provisions of this section 

<:3 receiving bids. 25 shall be consid2red as meetinq the re~uire~ants of 
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1 7-5-2301." 

2 Section 3. Section ?-5-2303, MC~, is amended to read: 

3 •7-5-2303. Use of public auctiun to make purchase. (ll 

4 In 1 iBu of soliciting bids, the gov~rning body may purchase 

5 ~~ public auction any vehicle, machinery, appli2nces, 

6 apr ratus, building, or materials and supplies for which 

7 must be pa i o a sur11 1 ess than $l:9y999 li:23.Jl.Oll• 

~ (2) Compliance with the provisions of this section 

9 

10 

11 

12 

shall be considered as meeting the requirements of 

?-5-2301.• 

Section 4o 

"7-7-2101. 

Section 7-7-2101, MCA, is amended to 

Limitation on amount of 

r.-ad: 

county 

13 indebtedness. {1) No county may become indebt~d in any 

14 manner or tor any purpose to an amount, including existing 

15 indebtedness, in the aggregate exceedin~ 1~% of the taxable 

16 value of the property therein subject to taxation as 

17 ascertained by the last assess~ent for state and county 

16 taxes previous to the incurring of such indebtedness. 

19 (2) No county may incur indebtedness or 1 lability for 

20 any single purpose to an amount exceeding $~9y999 11~ 

21 without the approval of a majority of the electors thereof 

22 voting at an election to be provided by law, except as 

23 provided In 7-21-3413 and 7-21-3414." 

-End-
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT INCREASING CERTAIN 

LIMITS OF DISCRETIONARY AUTHORITY OF COUNTY OFFICIALS TO ACT 

IN FISCAL MATTERS IH ORDER TO ADJUST FOR INFLATION; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 7-5-2301, 7-5-2302, 7-5-2303, AND 7-7-2101t MCAe• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1• Section 7-5-2301 9 MCA, is amended to read: 

•7-5-2301. Competitive, advertised bidding required 

for certain large purchases or construction contracts. (1) 

Except as provided In 7-5-2304t no contract for the purchase 

of any vehicle, road machinery, or other machinery, 

apparatus, appliances, or equipment or for any materials or 

supplies of any kind for which must be paid a sum in excess 

of SlOoOOO or for the construction of any building, road, or 

bridge fer which •ust be paid a sum in excess of ~~8y&e8 

szs.ooo shall be entered into by a county governing body 

without first publiShing a notice calling for bids for 

furnishing the same. 

(2) The notice must be published in the official 

newspaper of the county at least once a week for 3 

consecutive weeks before the date fixed therein for 

receiving bids. 
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LC 1163/01 

(3) Every such contract shall be let to the lowest and 

best responsible bidder.• 

Section 2. Section 7-5-2302, MCAt Is amended to read: 

•7-5-2302. use of co~petitive, nonadvertlsed bidding 

for certain purchases. (1) Except as provided in 7-5-2303, 

on any purchase contract entered into by a county governing 

body for the purchase of any vehicle, machinery• appliances, 

apparatus, building, or materials and supplies for which 

must be paid a sum in excess of *4y889 SlOoOOD but less than 

5~8ye&e S25eODD, bids shall be solicited without advertising 

fro• persons, fir•s• or corporations who have caused to be 

filed with the governing body of the county a request in 

writing that Its name be listed with the governing body for 

solicitations on the particular items set forth In the 

request. The governing body shall solicit bids of 

prospective suppliers whose names are listed as provided 

herein, which solicitation shall contain the same 

Information as is required to be set forth in 

advertisements. If a person, firm, or corporation whose 

name is listed fails for a period of 1 year to respond to 

any solicitation for bids, such listing may be canceled. 

(2) The governing body of the county shall let such 

contract to the lowest and best responsible bidder. 

(31 Compliance with the provisions of this section 

shall be considered as meeting the requirements of 

S E C 0 N D R £ A D I N G 
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1 7-5-2301.• 

2 Section 3. Section 7-5-2303, MCA, is amended to read: 

3 •7-5-2303. Use of public auction to make purchase. (1) 

4 In lieu of soliciting bids, the governing body may purchase 

5 at public auction any vehicle, machinery, appli~nces, 

6 apparatus, building, or materials and supplies for which 

1 must be paid a sum less than $!6T9&8 1Z~· 

8 (2) Compliance with the provisions of this section 

9 shall be considered as meeting the requirements of 

10 

11 

12 

13 

7-5-2301.• 

Section It• 

"7-7-2101· 

Section 7-7-2101, MCA, is amended to 

U mitat I on on amount of 

indebtedness. (1J No county may become Indebted 

read: 

county 

in any 

14 manner or for any purpose to an amount, including existing 

15 indebtedness, in the aggregate exceeding 18% of the taxable 

16 value of the property therein subject to taxation as 

17 ascertained by the last assessment for state and county 

18 taxes previous to the incurring of such indebtedness. 

19 (2) No county may incur indebtedness or liability for 

20 any single purpose to an amount exceeding $lt9y9&8 11~ 

21 without the approval of a majority of the electors thereof 

22 voting at an election to be provided by law, except as 

23 provided in 7-21-3+13 and 7-21-3414.• 

-End-

-3-
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HOUSE Bill NO. 256 1 consecutive "'eeks oefore the date fixed therein for 

2 INTRODUCED BY YINGER, FEOA, CONROY, KROPP 2 rece&ving bids. 

3 3 (3) Every such contract shall be let to the lowest and 

4 A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT INCREASING CERTAIN 4 best responsible bidder." 

5 LIMITS OF DISCRETIONARY AUTHORITY UF COUNTY OFFICIALS TO ACT 5 Section 2. S~ction 7-5-2302, HCA, is aMended to read: 

b IN FISCAL HATTERS IN ORDER TO ADJUST FOR INFLAriON; AMENDING 6 "7-5-2302. Use of competitive. nonadvertised bidding 

7 SECTIONS 7-5-2301, 7-5-2302, 7-5-2303o ANO 7-7-2101• HCA.• 7 for certain purchases. {l} Except as provided in 7-5-2303, 

8 8 on any purchase contract entered int~ by a county governing 

9 BE IT ENACTED bY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: q body for the purchase of any vehicle, machinery, appliances, 

10 Section 1. Section 7-5-2301, MCA, is amended to read: 10 apparatus. building, or materials and supplies for "'hich 

11 "7-5-2301. Competitive, advertised bidding required 11 must be pa1d a su~ in excess of *+Y9&e !~QOO but less than 

12 for certain large purchases or construction contracts. (1} 12 •+9y998 !25,QQQ• bids shall be solicited "'ithout advertising 

l3 Except as provided in 7-5-2304• no contract for the purchase l3 from persons, firms, or corporations who have caused to oe 

H of any vehicleo road machinery, or other .achinery, 1~ filed with the governing body of the county a request in 

1" apparatus, appl ianceso or equipment or for any materials or 15 writing that its name be listed "'ith the governing body for 

16 supplies of any kind for which must be paid a suM in ~xcess 16 solicitations on the particular iteMs set forth in the 

17 of S1Dr000 or~ for the construction of any building, road, 17 request. The governing body shall solicit b,ds of 

18 or bridge for which must be paid a sum in excess of •1e~eee 18 prospective suppliers ~hose names are listed as provided 

19 !~~y899 ~!Q2QQQ_OR_tQ~}HE __ REPA~_QR ___ ~!~TEN~~~-OF __ ~ 19 herein, which solicitation shall contain the same 

20 ~1Q!~~--~QADL__Q~-~~~i-FOR~~~Yl!-~£AIO_~-~y~_lN 20 information as is required to be set forth in 

21 ~XCl~~-Qf__!25~QOO shall be entered into by a county 21 advertisements. If a person, firm, or cor~oration "'hose 

22 governin~ oody without first publishing a notice calling for 22 name is listed fails for a period of 1 year to respond to 

23 bids for furnishing the same. 23 any solicitation for bodso such listing may be canceled. 

2it (2) The notice must be published in the official lit (2) The governing body of the county shall let such 

25 newspaper of the county at least once a week for 3 25 contract to the lowest and best responsible bidder. 

T H 1 R D R E A D I N G 
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(3} Compliance with the provisions of this section 

be considered as meeting the requirements of 

3 7-5-2301·· 

4 

5 

Section 3. Section 7-5-2303, ~CAt is amended to read: 

"7-5-2303. Use of public auction to make purchase. Ill 

6 In lieu of soliciting bids, the governing body may purchase 

7 at public auction any vehicle, machinery• appl iancest 

8 apparatus. building, or materials and supplies for which 

9 must be paid a sum Jess than Sle~eaa !~~tOQQ• 

10 

ll shat I 

(2) Compliance with the provisions of this section 

be considered as meeting the requirements of 

12 7-5-2301 ... 

13 

14 

Section 4• Section 7-7-2101, HCA, is a~nded to read: 

"7-7-2101. Limitation on amount of county 

15 indebtedness. (1) No county may become indebted in any 

16 manner or for any purpose to an amount, including existing 

17 indebtedness. in the aggregate exceeding l8l of the taxable 

18 value of the property therein subJect to taxation as 

19 ascertainea by the last assessment for state and county 

20 taxes previous to the incurr1ng of such indeotedness. 

Zl (2} No county may incur indebtedness or I iability for 

22 any single purpose to an a~unt exceeding ~9Y999 !l~Q~OO 

23 without the approval of a majority of the electors thereof 

24 voting at an election to be provided by law, except as 

25 provided in 7-21-3413 and 7-21-3414•" 

-End-

-3- HB 256 
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HOUSE Bill NO. 256 

INTRODUCED BY YINGER, FEDAt CONROY, KROPP 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT INCREASING CERTAIN 

LIMITS OF DISCRETIONARY AUTHORITY OF COUNTY OFFICIALS TO ACT 

IN FISCAL MATTER~ IN ORDER TO ADJUST FOR INflATION; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 7-5-2301, 7-5-2302, 7-5-2303, ~NO 7-7-210lt MCA." 

Be IJ ENACTED 3Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-5-2301, MCAt is amended to read: 

•7-5-2301. Competitive, advertised bidding required 

for certain large purchases or construction contracts. (l) 

Except as pro~ided in 7-5-2304, no contract for the purchase 

of any vehicle, road machinery, or other machinery• 

apparatus, appliances, or equipment or for any materials or 

supplies of any kind for which .ust be paid a sum in excess 

of S10o000 orL for the construction of any building, road, 

or br1dge for which mu~t be paid a sum in excess of **9~eee 

J~'>-.9e9 UQ,OOO OR FOR THE REPAIR _OR MAINTENANCE OF ANY 

fl:lJilDI NGo____BOAO.!___f!!!_~!!!!!:LfOR~!QL~ST ~fAID L~!JM IN 

EXC£ii__Qt__S25,000 shall be entered into by a county 

governing body without fHst publishing a notice calling for 

bids fur furnishing the same. 

12) The notice must be published in the official 

newspaper of the county at least once a week for 3 
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consecutive weeks before the date fixed the~ein for 

receiving bids. 

(3) Every such contract shall be let to the lowest and 

best responsible bidder.• 

Section 2. Section 7-5-2302• MCA, is a~nded to read: 

•7-5-2302. Use of COMpetitive, nonadvertised bidding 

for certain purchases. (11 Exc~pt as provided in 7-5-2303, 

on any purchase contract entered into by a county governing 

body for the purchase of any vehicle, ~achineryo appliances, 

apparatus, building, or materials and supplies fo~ which 

must be paio a sum in excess of ~-.9&9 !lOoOQQ but less than 

~*ST999 $25~000, bids shall be solicited without advertising 

from persons. firms, or corporations who have caused to be 

filed with the governing body of the county a request in 

wrtting that its name be listed with the governing body for 

solicitations on the particular items set forth in the 

request. The .,:jOvern,ng body shall solicit bids of 

provided prospective suppliers whose na~s 

herein, which solicitation 

i nforllldt ion as is required 

are 1 isted as 

shall 

to 

contain 

be set 

the saae 

forth in 

advertisements. If a person, firm, or corporation whose 

name is listed fails for a period of 1 year to respond to 

any solicitation for bids, such listing may be canceled. 

12) The governing body of the county shall let such 

contract t0 the lowest and best responsible bidder. 

-2- HB 256 
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(3) Co•pliance with the provi~ion~ of this section 

2 shalt be con~idered a~ meeting the requirements of 

3 7-5-2301o" 

4 

5 

Section 3. Section 7-5-2303• MCA, is amended to read: 

•7-5-2303. Use of public auction to make purchase. (1) 

6 In lieu of soliciting bidso the ~overning body may purchase 

1 at public auction any vehicle, machinery, appliances, 

8 apparatusw building, or materials and supplies for which 

9 must be ~aid a sum less than ~8T996 S22rO~O. 

10 

11 shall 

(2) Compliance with the provisions of this section 

be considered as meeting the requirements of 

12 7-5-2301." 

13 

14 

Section 4. Sectton 7-7-2101, ~CA. is amended to read: 

"7-7-2101. Limitation on a111ount of county 

15 indebtedness. (11 No county ~~~ay become indebted in any 

16 manner or for any purpose to an amount, including existing 

17 indebtedness, in the aggre~ate exceeding 18\ of th~ taxable 

18 value of the property therein subject to taxation as 

19 ascertained by the 1 ast assessmen·t for state and county 

ZO taxes previous to the tncurrong of such Indebtedness. 

.. ll (lJ No county may incur indebtedness or liability for 

22 any single purpose to an amount exceeding •4e.eee l15Qr000 

23 without the approval of a 111ajority of the electors thereof 

24 voting at an election to be provided by law, except as 

25 provided in 7-21-3413 and 7-21-3414•" 

-End-
-3- HS 256 


