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IN THE HOUSE 

Int.rodttced and reforret1 to 
Committee on Hi9hwaya and 
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Committee recommend hill 
do r>a••. ~eport &<!opted. 

Bill printed and place~ on 
mem'be.ra • desks. 

Second reading, do paas. 

Considerttt1 correctly engroeaed. 

n•!rd reading, passed. 
Transmitted to Senate. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referre~ to 
Committee on Hi9hwaya an~ 
Traneportation. 

Cownittee recommend bill 
be concurred in. Report 
adopted. 

Second reading, concurred 1.n. 

Tl'lird reading, coneurred in. 
Y.eaa, 4BJ says, 1. 
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R•turned from the Senate. 
Concurred in. Sent t,o 
enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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''~-,,~~=:-=~=--------------2 INTtl.0DUCcD 

3 3Y RF\l!JEST OF THE OFPAHTI"ENT IJF JUSTICE 

4 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "A~ ACT TC ALLOH THE OPERATORS 

6 OF POLICE AND .~UTHORIZ!:D EI'ERGENCY VEHICLES OISCR!=TION 11: 

7 THE USE OF AUOIHLE OR VISUAL SIG~ALS ~NO TO ELI~INAT 0 

~ aUPllCATIO~ IN THE lAW R~GARDING DISPLAY OF A R[U LIGHT; 

'1 A~ENDI~G SECTIOh 61-6-107, MCA.• 

10 

ll BE IT E~ACTED RY THE LEGISLATURE OF TH[ STAT~ OF MONTANA: 

12 Section 1. Section 61-8-107, ~CA, is amended to re•d: 

13 "fil-8-107. Police vehicles and authorized emergency 

l't v0hlcles. (l) The driver of a police venicle or authorize~ 

1" a~flr~sncy vehicle, when respandin; t0 an em2rgency call or 

l ,_ ~h~n in the pursuit of an actual or suspected viclator of 

J7 the law or when responding to but not upon returninl fro~~ 

18 fire alarm• may exercise the privile~~s set forth in this 

H sectiont but subject to the conditions herein stated. 

20 (2) The driver of a police vehicle or 'uthorized 

.i'l er.1er~ency vehicle may: 

22 (a) park or stand, irrespective of the orovisions of 

23 this chapter; 

24 (b) oroceco past ~ red or sto~ si~n~l or stoD siyn, 

25 out only after slowin1 down as may be nece~sary for safe 
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operation; 

(c) exceed the speed l irn its so lon; as he does not 

en,lan~er life or property; 

(Jl disregard r~gulations governing direction of 

~ove~ent or turning in specified directions. 

(3) The exem?tions ~e~e?~ granted tc a police vehicle 

or authorized er..eryenc y vehicle ~Mel+ apfJl y only when 5ttel-l 

wel-l+e+e~--e~e tb~~~~~ making use of au audible end ~L 

vi sua 1 ~1-gnel~ ilw~_{lL-J:l~ meeting the rer-u i rements of 

61-9-402•---exeept--thet--en--e~tl-lo~+~ed--emer~eney--weft+e+e 

epereted-e5-e-pel?ee-wen?e+e-need-net-~e--eqtt+~pe~--w+t~--er 

~?~p+ey-e-red-l+ght-w?5+b+e-frem-+n-frent-o~-the-weM+e+e. 

(4) The foregoing provisions shall not relieve the 

driver of a police vehicle or authorized emergency vehicle 

from the duty to drivE with due resard for the safety of all 

oersons, nor shull such provisions protect the driver fro~ 

thE ccnseyuences of his r~ckless disrea2rd for the s~faty of 

others." 

-t:nd-

-z- I N T R 0 D U C E D B 1 L L 

f/8. ") ~~:;;;.. 
- .j ...) :> 
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Approved by Committee 
on Highways & Transportation 

BY DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ALLOW TH~ OPERATGRS 

rF POLICE AND AUTHORIZ~O E~ERGE~CY ViHICLES DISCRCTICN IN 

THE USE OF AUDIBLE OR VISUAL SIGNALS AND TD ELIMINATE 

DUPLICATION IN THE LAW REGARDING DISPLAY OF A ~ED LIGHT; 

A~ENDJNG SECTIO~ 61-6-107o MCAo" 

BE IT ENACTED RY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ~ONTA~A: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-107, ~CAo is amended to read: 

"61-8-107. Police vehicles and authorized emergency 

vehicles. (1) The driver of a police vehicle or authorized 

a~er~tncy vehicle, when responding to an em~rgency call or 

when in the pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of 

the law or when responding to but not upon returning frorr. " 

fire alarm, may exercise the privileges set forth in this 

section, but subject to the conditions herein stated. 

(2) The driver of a police vehicle or authorized 

21 emarJency vehicle may: 

22 (a) park or stand, irrespective of the orovisions of 

23 this chapter; 

24 (b) proceed past a red or stop si9n3l or stop siqn, 

25 out only after slowing down as may be necessary for saf~ 
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operation; 

(c) exceed the speed 1 imits so lon] as he does not 

endanger life or property; 

(d) disregard regulations governing direction of 

movement or turning in specified directions. 

(3) The exemptions he~e+~ granted tc a pclice vehicle 

or authorized emergency vehicle ~he~~ apply only when ~tieh 

Y@h+e~e~--e~e ~ebjcle Is making use of au audible end QL 

visu~l ~+~ne+~ ~~~b21h1 meeting th~ requirements of 

61-9-402y---exeept--thet--e~--e~the~+~ed--eme~~eney--ven+e+e 

eperetee-e~-e-pe++ee-Yefl+e+e-need-net-~--eqtif~p~--w+th--e~ 

df~p+ey-e-~ed-++~ht-!+~+b+e-~rem-+n-~~ont-e~-the-veh+e+e. 

(4) The foregoin~ provisions shall not relieve the 

driver of a police vehicle or authorized emergency vehicle 

from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all 

persons, nor shdll such provisions protect the driver from 

the consequences of his reckless disregard for the safety of 

others." 

-End-

-2- SECOND 

1!13 
R E A D I N G 

,# f /_-:- .;:( 

tt.fi!'t ../ """' 
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INTRODUCED BY 
~ "" "· 25l 

----·-----
BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ALLOW THE OPERATORS 

OF POLICE AND AUTHORIZED E~ERG~NCY VEHICLES DISCRETION IN 

THE USE OF AUDIBLE OR VISUAl SIGNALS AND TO ELIMINATE 

DUPLICATION IN THE LAW REGARDING DISPLAY OF A RED LIGHT; 

AMENDING SECTION 61-6-101, MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-6-107, MCA, is amended to re~d: 

n61-8-101· Police vehicles and authorized emergency 

vehicles. (1) The driver of a police vehicle or authorized 

~mP.rgency vehicle, when responding to an emergency call or 

when in the pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of 

the law or when responding to but not upon returning fro~ro a 

fire alarm, may exercise the privileges set forth in this 

section, but subject to the conditions herein stated. 

(2) The driver of a police vehicle or authorized 

Zl emergency vehicle may: 

22 (a) park or stand, irrespective of the provisions of 

23 this chapter; 

24 (b) proceed past a red or stop signal or stop siqn, 

25 but only after slowing down as may be necessary for safe 
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operation; 

(c) exceed the speed limits so long as he does not 

endanger life or property; 

(d) disregard regulations governing direction of 

movement or turning in specified directions. 

(3) The exemptions here~n granted to a police vehicle 

or authorized emergency vehicle ~he++ apply only when ~Heh 

yeh+e+es--ere tbe_xehjcle is making use of aa audible eftd aL 

visual ~+gnet~ ~glo pr b~~ meeting the requirements of 

61-9-402T---exeept--thet--en--eHther+red--emergeney--Yeh+ete 

e~ereted-as-e-pet+ee-yeh+ete~eed-net-ee--e~a+p~ed--~th--er 

d+sp+ey-e-red-t~ght-Yf~+ete-~em-fn-frent-of-the-Yeh+e+e. 

(4) The foregoing provisions shall not relieve the 

driver of a police vehicle or authorized emergency vehicle 

from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all 

personsr nor shall such provisions protect the driver from 

the consequences of his reckless disregard for the safety of 

others.• 

-End-

-2-
T H 1 R D R E A .D I N G 

Hfi '2-S$ 
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HOUSE ~Ill NO. 253 

INTRODUCED BY KROPP 

3Y REQUEST OF THE OEPARTMfNT OF JU~TICE 

A ~ILL FOR A~ ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT T~ ALLOW THE OPERATORS 

JF POLICE AND AUTHORIZED EMERGENCY VEHICLES DISCRlTlON IN 

THE JSE OF AUDIBLE OR VISUAL SIGNAL5 AND TO ELIMINATF 

X"-'L IC A Tl ON IN TH~ LAW REGARDING CllSPLAY Of A REJ LIGHT; 

AMENDING SECTION 61-8-107, MCA.• 

BE IT fNACTED HY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTAN~: 

s.,ction 1. 

"61-'l-107. 

Section 61-8-107, ~CA, is amended to read: 

Pol1ce vehicles and authortzed emergency 

vehacles. (IJ The driver of a police vehicle or authoriz"d 

em~rgency vehicle, when responding to an emergency call or 

~h~n in the ~ursutt of an actu.31 or suspected vaolator of 

th-e law or wh~n responding to but not upon returniny from a 

fare alarm, may exercise the priv1le~es set forth in 

section, but subject to the conditions herein stated. 

th j<, 

( 2) The driver of a police vehicle or authorized 

em~r1ency vehicle may: 

(Q) prirk or stand, irrespective af the provi-saons of 

23 thi5 cha~tar; 

24 

?0, 

(t>) proceec past a red or 5top signal or stop Slon. 

out only after slowanq down as may be nece~sJry for safe 
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operation; 

(C) exceed the speed limits so long as he ooes not 

end<lnqer I if e or proyerty; 

(d) disregard regulations govern1ng direction of 

movement or turnin~ in ~pecifie<l directions. 

(3) The ~xemptions ~~•~i" granted to a police vehicle 

or authoriz~d emergency vehicle ~~~~ apply only when ~a~h 

·~~ie~~~--~re lbs_~~biS~~l~ making use of 2~ audible ~nd or 

vi sua 1 ~1-'3";,~~ ~!.2':!2!.!_2!._!?2lb.! me•c•t i ng the requirements of 

6l-9-40>~---e~e~pt--t~~t--e"--eathorit~d--~mer9~ney--•~~i~~~ 

e~~r;ot~~-e~-e-pe~ie~-•~ht-e~~-n~~d-net-~~--~~~t-pped--pft~--~• 

rli~p~ey-e-r~d-lT~~t-yf~+~+e-from-tn-front-of-t~~-•e~t-e~e. 

(4) Th<' fJr~goino provisions shall not rel iev~ tt¥.! 

driver of d ~ol 1CP v~htcle or authar1zed emer~Ency v~h~cle 

fro1o th'~ duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all 

pPrsons.,. nor s~.~-all such provisions protect ttlt-! driver frorr. 

thP cons~quances of his reckless disregard for the s~fety of 

at~ers." 

-End-

R E F ~ R E ~ C E B I L L 
-2- H'· 253 


