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A &ILL FoR AN ACT E~Eri: "A'< ACT TJ SUSI'IT ,JTo Tt.>;: 

2 

3 

4 

5 f:lUALIFIEL ELECTCIRS GF i'-H:;"lTAI;~ A'' o\i'.EII:Di1c:-.IT TU ARTICLE VII, 

6 SfCTION 11 OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TQ ~EQUIR~ R~RUVAL 0f 

7 A JUSTICi QR JUCGE ~~C FAILS TD IMPSS: A ~Ri"IhAL S~NTE~C[ 

6 I~ THE MANNE~ PRESCRI6EO dY LAW•" 

9 

1 -~ 1E IT ENACTED ay THE L~GISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

11 Sqction lo Article VII, section 11, of the 

1.<:: Constitution of the State of ~ont~na is amende1 to read: 

13 •section 11. Removal and discip1 ine. ( 1} The 

14 l~gislature shall create a judicial 5tandards com~ission 

lS consistinq of five ~ersons and prcvide for the apnoint~ent 

16 thereto of t~o district judges. one attorney~ and ~c 

17 citizens who are neither judges nor attorneys. 

li:l t ') The commission shall investigate complaints, ]nc 

~~ ~aks rules iillplementing this sectian. It ffi~Y sutpoen3 

?C witn~sse~ and document~. 

21 (3) Upon recommendation of the commission, the supreffie 

22 court ;r.ay: 

23 (a) Retire any justice or judge for dis~bility that 

24 seriously interferes with the parform3nce of his duties ana 

2~ is or may become permanent; or 
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(b) Censure, suspend, or remove any justice or judge 

for "illful (!1isconduct in office, willful and persistent 

fail~re to p2rform his duti.~s, or habitu~l int~~perance. 

1ll-l~~J.wlll.i.~o.o_~l_~~o.=>.mi!~-1~-~L:;.:!l-" 

~QULt--tbal; __ ~lu~~L-~~~~-b~L~m2¥eo._LLil.Q_Qf~_if_Lt 

fllld~-~1-he_WillLu~Lail~-~-lmu~~-g-~iwl~l~o~~ 

in_-~e__manneL __ pL~~ib~--U¥--lg~&---Uuo.n ___ Le~ai~o~---a 

~~~~Uati2n--UnU~--tn~~u~~io.o~-1b~-~~Lem£~2ULt 

~ll-~¥~tb~-lu~ti~-2L_l~~ 

t"rt121 The proceedings of the cotr~m iss ion are 

confioential except as provided by statute." 

Section 2. Submission to electorat~. This amend~ent 

shall oe submittaa to the electors of the state of Montana 

at the general election to be held in November cf 19R2, by 

printinG on the ballot the full title, section 1 of this 

act, and the following: 

0 FOR requirinc. removal of a judoe ""c fails to impose 

a criminal sentence as required by law. 

0 AGA I'-lST requ i r i nq removal of a judge who L• i Is to 

impose a criminal sen~ence as r~quired by law. 

-End-
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Approved by Committee 
on Judici;~ry 
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ~ ITLED: "AN ACT TO SUBMIT ~TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE VIIt 

SECT ION 11 OF THE MONT ANA CONSTITUTION TO 'l-EQUIRE RENOVAL flf· 

A JUSTICE OR JUDGE WHO FAILS TO IMPOSe A CRIMINAL SENTENCE 

IN THE ~ANNE~ PRESCRirlEO BY LAW•" 

SE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

s~ction 1. Article VII, section llt of the 

Constitution of the State of Montana is amended to read: 

"Section 11. Removal and discipline. ( 1) The 

legislature shall create a judicial standards commission 

consisting of five persons and provide for the appointment 

thereto of two district judges, one attorney, and two 

citizens who are neither judges nor attorneys. 

(2) The commission shall investigate complaints, and 

make rules implementing this section. It may subpoena 

witnesses and documents. 

(3) Upon r&commendation of the commission, the supreme 

22 court may: 

23 (a) Retire any justice or judge for disability that 

24 seriously interferes with the performance of his duties ana 

25 is or may become permanent; or 
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(b) Censure. suspendo or remove any justice or judge 

for willful misconduct in office, willful and persistent 

failure to perform his duties. or habitual intemperance. 

L!t.l.-Itu:_c.Qlllw~Wl-~JtiL_us;.c~d~~~~ 

~I.IL:L_t.b<!:L_a._jy.tl,~ .cr j u dg.e-ll~1112ll:.eiLf.t.Qill._.Q.fll~_iLil. 

fiWlL:tl:hlLb~ill ful 1 )' fa i 1 <>d-!&-l!Dll~Ui>i-iLll.illi.lll.<ll. sept go~ 
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Ukeim~ti.sm _ _u£We r tb i s ~~.CnL-_t.~_:o~m.e_c.nnct. 

~ll~.iLi.hi:-.lull.i~_.Q.[._jW4!.e£ 

f~t121 The proceedings of the commission are 

confidential except as provided by statute.• 

Section 2. Submission to electorate. This amendment 

shall be submitteo to the electors of the state of Montana 

at the general election to be held in November of 1982o by 

printing on the ballot the full titleo section 1 of this 

acto and the following: 

[] FOR requiring removal of a judge who fails to impose 

a criminal sentence as required by law. 

[] AGAINST requiring removal of a judge who fails to 

impose a criminal sentence as required by law. 

-End-
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