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INTPt-.[!UCCD ::,y ~~:_:::_:'~~------------------
A 31LL FCR A~ )(l ~~~Ill~~: "A:-..~ :~CT TC· -~L ·~·~;ALL 'I ~::\.,.IS~- P-· 

'.-!l.:·tT.'I.'·.~ FAJ•~~::{ (;(ILITY SI1I-..!f"" liCT; f.!-l" Cl'iOI NC~ Si'cTHJ"'S 

7~-zr~-104• 75-20-106, 75-20-~16? 75-20-219, A~D 75-2~-503, 

1"' C Ae '~ 

~; IT ~~ACTEJ 9Y THE LfGlSLATURE OF TH~ STATE CF ~~NTA~~: 

S2ccion 1. Section -~~-20-10~, J4CA, is 3mcnd:~~ to rearl: 

l!'i:{~-2:.J-l04e Defin~~i0nsQ In this chapt~rv un 1 .. :-s s th~:-

ccnt._:xt requires c"t.t"'~r · s::: ... th·? fc1lowi;lg defifti t~0r~s i3ppl y: 

!li "Addi~ion ~her'~1.o" means tile insLall~tjon af ~ew 

.~cl,in~ry and equi~ffient which ~cu1d si:~nificar\tly change th~· 

c.·nci~ions under wt;i~~ tMe c2rtificri~~ ~as issu~~* 

t?} ~Appli-cation" :il'?ans an ap;1l! cati 0-1 for-

~~rti ·.cate submitte~ in ace or dance l<!i th this c;1a ... t->:> r anc: 

t~0 rulr~ ~dopted t1ereunder. 

(
,, 
~ I "Associat2d facilities~ inclu-:j-2s tut is net. 

1 j rr.i t+::;;d o trans~~rtAtion links af any k~~o, a~Leductsv 

:liver-sEc,, ~c;r-s, tr~n_rrissioG ~~Jbst~ticJns~ st-:-.;rag .. 2 _Jon.!~~-"~ 

reservoirs· ~nd any other aevice cr ~0ui~i;'·~nt ~ssclci2t~o 

~ith the ~ -0l~uction or Gel ivery of tne e~Er~y forr:: cr-

~roduct pr•.)duc-cd oy d focil i ty• exce;t ""~.- t -r 1f': ~.:.er" do-2s 

not include a faci1 ity. 

LC 0559/01 

1 (4) "Board" means the board of natural resources and 

2 conservation provided for in Z-15-33JZ. 

3 ( 5) Haoard of health" m~ans the board of health and 

4 £nvironmFnta1 sciences provideo for in 2-15-2104. 

5 {6) "Certificate" means the c'"rtific2te of 

6 environmental compatibility and public need issued by ~r· 

7 ~oard under this chapter ~hat is re'J,uirec f:or 

8 ~onstructicn or opera~ion of a facility~ 

(7) "Comm.:-::nCP t:o construct" means: 

10 (a) any c1edrins_-. of land, •;-xc.:::PI-3t:io.r:., constructic-:.,- or 

ll ot~A~ act~on ~hat would affect the 2nvironment of th0 5it£ 

J.2. cr r0ute of a f3ci1ity but does not mPan cr,anges needed for· 

l3 ~e~~p~rary use of sites or routes f0r !lonutility ourpos~s or 

l4 US'2S in securin~ geo1ogica1 d<ltilt ~nc·JuCing nec-:::·ssnr-,-t 

15 ~crin9s tL asc~rt~~n fou11Jation con~itians; 

10 (h) th~ fr~cturing of und~r;~ound for•rations by ~~y 

i? $~·dns ;f such 3Ctivity is relate~ tc thE possible futur3 

jevelop!Pent. of a gasif~cation f~cility or a facili+.y 

1 -~ t-rl!;:~ 1 oy in; ~;.:.oth'2f" i":·~ 1 resour~es but do£ s not include ti"\>C:: 

2C g2th~rin9 .-~f q:.:o1G]iCa~ d3ta JY boring uf tPst ~cles cr 

21 oth2r unc!~r~rcunJ eXJ:11orc:-t1 on, invest i get i f)n, or 

2£ experi~\~ntatror;; 

ZJ (c) t~'re c-Jmr;encement of ~wi nent 1orr.ai n proc?.~-di ns:s 

24 under Title 70, ch3pter 30, for 1 ~nd cr rl~hts-of-wAy upon 

?~ or o~Ar which~ facility may be con3truc~2~; 

-z- I N 1 R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
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(d) the rP.location or upgrading of an existing 

facility defined by [b) or (c) of subsection (10), including 

upgrading to a design capacity covered by subsection 

(10J(b)t except that the term doas not include nor~al 

maintenance or repair of an existing facility. 

(8) •Department• means the dep~rtment of natur-col 

resources and c~nservation pr-ovided for in Title z, chapter-

1St part 33. 

(9) •oepertment of heal th• means the de~.artment of 

health and environmental sciences provided for- in Title 2t 

chapter- 15, par-t 21. 

(10) "Facil ity• means: 

(a) except for cr-ude oil and natural gas r-efineries, 

and facilities and associated facilities desiqned for or 

capable of pr-oducing, gathering, pr-ocessing, transmitting, 

tr-anspor-ting, or- distr-ibuting cr-ude oil or- natural gas, each 

plant, unit, or other- facility and associated facilities 

designed for- or capable of: 

(i) generating 50 megawatts of electricity or more or 

any addition ther-eto (except pollution control facilities 

approved by the depar-tment of health and envir-onmental 

sciences added to an existing pl~nt) having an estimate3 

cost in excess of $250tOOO; 

(ii) pr-oducing 25 million cubic feet or mor-e of gas 

derived fr-om coal per day or- any addition thereto having an 
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estimated cost in excess of $250,000; 

(iii) pr-oducing 25,000 barrels of liquid hydrocar-bon 

pr-oducts per day or more or- any addition ther-eto having an 

estimated cost in excess of $250,0u0~ 

(iv) enriching uranium minerals or any addition ther-eto 

having an estimated cost in exces~ of $250oOOO; or 

(v) utilizing, refining, or- converting soo,ooo tons of 

coal per year- or more or any addition thereto having an 

estimated cost in excess of S250 9 000; 

(b) each electric transmission line and associated 

facilities of a design capacity of more than 69 ll~ 

kilovolts, except that the term does not include an electric 

transmission line and associated facilities cf a design 

capacity of 230 kilovolts or less and 10 miles or less in 

length; 

[c) each pipeline and associated facilities designed 

for or capable of transporting gas (except for natural gas), 

water• or liquid hydr-ocarbon products fr-om or to a facility 

loc3ted within or without this state of the size indicated 

in subsection (10)(a) of this section; 

(d) any use of geothermal resources, including the use 

of underground space in existence or to be created, for the 

creation, user or conversion of energy, designed for or 

capable of producing geothermally derived power eouivalent 

to 25 million 3tu per hour or more or any addition thereto 

-4-
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l having an estimated cost ln excess of S25o,ooo; 

2 (>) any underground in situ gasification of coal. 

3 (11) "Persona means any individual, grou P• finn, 

4 partr~ership, corporation, cooperative, associ3tion, 

s government subdivision, government agency, local government, 

6 or otner organization or entity. 

7 (12) "Transmission subc·ation• means any structure, 

e device, or equipment as' :mblage, commonly locate<:! and 

9 designed for voltage regulation. circuit protection, or 

lG switchins necessEry for ~he construction or operation of a 

ll proposed transmission 1 ine. 

12 [13) •util ity" mea~s any person engaged in any aspect 

l3 of the production, st'ra~e, sale, delivery, or furnishing of 

14 heat, electricity. ges, hydrocarbon products, or energy in 

1~ any form for ultimate public use.• 

16 Section z. Section 75-Z0-106, MCA, is 2mend~d to re~d: 

17 ~75-20-106. Contracts for information ==---l:.~i 

ld ~;;ln.<..'; ___ fi:.e. (1) The department may contract with 3 

19 potential applicant under this ch3Dter in advance of th~ 

20 filin9 of a form6l application for the development of 

(1 inforwatiJ~ or provision of servlces required hereunder. 

22 {l) P3yments maoc to t~~ i.;c~;; J:r·tm-?.nt under such ,;:-; 

2J contract A1all be credited against the fee ;ayable 

24 her'i!under. 

.25 1J.L_.L~.!mli»l-<mllli~t-.:;J:Lall_Lru;'-'-'·"-':_J;;r:~l!.-~;J~lnH 
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1~~~avab1e UD~L 75-20-Zl2_-f2L--~-_ae~~~Dt__Qf 

lnfor:m~aD--2L--~~~gn_2f-!i~~~!i-L~~-~U~L-QL 

~{;g for the p~;u:~li2D-~----<UJ~llX.lUlllJl!.i:nt.al __ lm~d:. 

ll.a~lillL-l.Lw:ieL-_!.~ _ __Iialig_!l.<ll_fnti.wlD~~l-Ecl.li.lL-A.c;.L>lf 

~!/.A" 

Section 3. Section 75-ZC-216, MCA• is amendeo to read: 

"75-20-216. Study, eva1 uat ion, and report on pro;...~-> d 

facility --assistance by other agencies. (1) After rec~ipt 

of an application. the department and department of ~~~!th 

shall within 98 ~2 days notify the applicant in w>iLino 

that: 

(a) the ap?lication is in compli~nc~ 2nd is accepted 

as complete; or 

(b) the application is not in compliance and list th~ 

deficiencies therein; and uoon correction of thes'-' 

defici¥.:;ncies and resubmission ~y th~ applic~nt, the 

department and department of health ;h2ll within 39 1~ days 

notify the applicant in writing that the application is in 

compl i~nc2 and is accepted 3S complete* 

(2) Upon receipt of an application complying with 

7 s-zo-z 11 throu~~t1 75-20-215, and this section, the 

depart~ent shall commence an ir1t~nsive study and ev2luation 

of the proposed facility and its effects, considering All 

applicdble criteria 1 lsted in 75-ZU-301 and 75-ZO-SOJ 2nd 

tne department of health shall c~mmence a study to enajl~ it 

-6- __ , 
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o~ the boa~d of health to issue a decision, cpiniono o~de~, 

ce~t!ficationo o~ pe~mit as p~ovided ir. subs~ction (3}. The 

department and depa~tment of health shall use, to the extent 

they consider applicable, valid and useful existi~g studies 

and repo~ts submitted by the applicant o~ compiled by a 

state o~ federal agency. 

(3) The departr.ent of health shall within %-v~er b 

~following the date of acceptance of an applicztiono 

and the board of healtho if applicable, within an additional 

6 l months, issue any decision, opinion, o~der 0 

certification, o~ pe~mit ~equired by state or fede~al air 

Jnd wate~ quality laws and this chapte~. The department of 

health and the boa~d of health shall dete~mine compliance 

with ai~ and wate~ quality standards and implementation 

plans for the prima~y and ~easonable alternate locations in 

their decision, opinion, orde~, certification, or ;-ermit. 

The decision, opinion, order, ce~tification, or permito with 

or without conditions, is conclusive on all matte~s of air 

and water quality impacts unde~ the federal and state ai~ 

and water quality statutes that the department of health and 

board of health administer, and any of the crite~ia 

specified in 75-20-503(3} and {4) that are a part of the 

determinations made under federal and state ai~ and wate~ 

quality statutes. Although the decision, opinion, order, 

certification, or permit issued under this subsection is 

-7-
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conclusive, the board ~etains authority to make the 

determination required unde~ 75-20-301(2)(c). The Gecision, 

opinion, order• certification, or ~ermit of the depd~tment 

of health or the boa~d of health satisfies the review 

requi~ements by those agencies and shall be acceptable in 

lieu of an envi~onmental impact statement under the Montana 

Environ~ental Policy Act• A copy of the decision, opinion, 

o~derr ce~tification, o~ permit shall be se~ved upon the 

depa~tment and the board and shall be utilized as pa~t of 

thei~ final site selection p~ocess. P~ior to the issuance of 

a prelimina~y decision by the department of health and 

pursuant to ~ules adopted by the board of health. the 

department of health shall p~ovide an opportunity fo~ public 

review and comment. A decision by the depa~tment of health 

or boa~d of health is subject to appellate ~eview pursuant 

to the ai~ and water quality statutes ad~iniste~ed by the 

depa~tment of health and boa~d of health. 

(4) Within rr-mo~hs ~~~ following acceptance of an 

application for a facility as defined in (a) and [d) of 

75-20-104[10) and fo~ a facility as defined in (b) and (c) 

of 75-20-104(10} which is mo~e than 3C miles in length and 

within !-y~sr ~months fo~ a facility as defined in (b) ana 

{c) of 75-2G-104(10) which is 30 miles or less in length, 

the depa~tment shall make a ~epo~t to the boa~d which shall 

cont~ in the depa ~tment • s studies, evaluations, 

-B-
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1 recommendations, other pertinent documents resulting from 1 of-the-foe+t+ty-er-e-substent+et-ehen~e-tn-the--toeet+en--ef 

2 its study and evaluation, and an environ~ental impact 2 ett--er--e-pert+en-ef-the-feett+ty-ether-then-e~-pre•+~e-+n 

3 stat amant or analysis prepared pursuant to the Montana 3 the-e+ternetes-set-ferth-+n-the-er+~+n~t-eppt+eet+en•-+f-ene 

4 Environmental Policy Act, if any. If the apolication is for 4 depertment-determtnes-~et-t~e-prepesed-ehen9e-w&Utd--resutt 

5 a combination of two or more faciliti2s, the de~ertment 5 +n--eny-meter+et-tnereese-+n-eny-en¥+ronmentet-tmpeet-of-the 

6 shall make its report to the board within the greater of the 6 fee+ttty-or-e-substent+e+-ehonge-+n-the-toeet+on-ef-e+t-er-~ 

1 le~gths of time provided f ~ in this subsection for either port+on-ef-the-foe+t+tyv-the-boerd-she+t-hetd-e--hear+n9--"~~ 

3 of the facilities. 8 the-~eme-menner-es-~-heer+n~-fs-hetd-en-en-epptteet~en-fnr-e 

9 {51 The departments of highways; community affairs; 9 eer t:++ +eet:e.--,t, fter-- l":eer+n9v-t:he-boerd-~het t-<'!re ntv-eenyv --or 

10 fish, wi1~1 ife, and park~; state lands; revenue; and public 10 modtfy-the--e~endment:--wtt:h--sueh--eondtt+en~--es--~t:--~eem~ 

11 service regulation shall report to the department 11 ep~roprtetew 

12 i~formation relating ~J the impact of the proposed site on 12 t~t--ln--tl'!ose--eeses--where--t:he-eepertment-<let:erm+ne~ 

l3 each department's area of expertise. The report may include l3 t:het-t:he-prepo~ed-ehanse-+n-t:he-fee+t+ty-wetttd-net:-resutt-+n 

14 opinions as to the advisability of granting, denying, or 1-4 eny-mot:ertet-+nereese-+n-ony-enYfronmente+-+mpeet--er--weHtd 

15 :c:<>1ifying the certificatE:. The department shall allocate 15 not--be--e --~ttb ~tentfet- -ehen qe-- fn-tl'!e-+eeet+e n -of-· ett-or-e 

16 funas obtained from filing fees to the de~artmants ~aK~n~ 16 port:ten-ef-t:he-foe+t+tyy-ti"'e-boord-~l'!et+-otttemet:~eet~y-~rent 

11 report~ to reimburse them fer th<e costs of compil~nq 17 t:he-emen<lment-etther-es-apptte6-for-e1"--ttpen--~uei"'--t<">rll'ts--er 

18 inform~tion anc issuing the required report.n 18 eond+t+ons--es--th<">--beord--eenstder~-eperepr+ate-ttntess-the 

19 Section 4• Section 75-ZC-219, XCA, is amended to rgad: 19 <lepert~ent~s-<let:erm+net+en-fs-ep~eeted-to-tne--eoerd--wtthtn 

20 "75-'0-219. 4rnendments to d certificate. t+t-~+th+n-36 20 ~5--dey~--efter--nottee-of-t:he-de~ertment&~-det:ermtnet+on-+s 

21 d~y~--~Fte~-net+ee-ef-en-~me~e~ent-te-e-eert+f+e~te-+~-9+Y~n 21 <'!f'&'en'" 

22 ee-~et-fer~ ·-~n-T~-r9-ri3t+t-+ne+Hein9-ftet+ee-to-~++--eettve 22 t3t--lf-o-~er+n9-+s-reqtt~re~y-ti"'e--eppt+eent--hes--tne 

23 ~orttes--t~--the--or+9+no+--preeeee+n~v-the-deport~nt-~he++ 23 bHrden--ei'-si'!owtng-by-eteer-end-e~'&'tnefn9-e'&'tdenee-thet-the 

24 determ+ne-whet~er-t~e-~ropo~ee-enen9e-+n-t~e-feet++ty--wo~+o 24 emendment-~hetttd-be-~rented• 

25 resu+t--+n-eny-meter+e+-+nereese-+n-eny-env+ronmenta+-+m~eet 25 t~t--lf-en-emendment-+s-reqtt+red-to-e-eert+i'fente-whten 

-9- -10- !I /3 
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wo~~d-erf@e~y-emendy-e~t@r-er-moe+~y--e--dee+~+o~.--op+n+eny 

ordery--@er~~+e~+en.-or-perm+t-+~~ue~-by-th@-de~ertm@nt-ef 

hee+th-er-beerd-of-hee~thy-~ueh-emendMent-Mu~t-be--preee~~ed 

~nder-tne-~pp++eeb~e-~tetute~-e~+n+~tered-~y-the-de~ert~ent 

&f--h@e~th--or--beerd--ef-hee~th• UQan~~~atLan-L~ 

.ai!Uitos:l~:t!L.a~i:tlili'-'l:ti:L-iL-~--4lL£1~!.L-kh.a~_iiL-.llul 

Utili4--2L-iiLtbJL.il..llernates set faUb_io_:tlli:_suwlit;ill.Uw 

u-D:guested I tlli:_.<UUU.i.l:.aiJL.awL:tbe~UL~.ULlliK~~ 

PL!Ul~.l1~lla!W.e jn H!iibt of wheJ;~gLJ:WLil-Joli.lJ._J:uul.Ll.o 

~!U:.l.aL i ncreaa;_liJ-->iiU--..eiJvi r onmental _illlllJJs;L~ 

f as;ll i tx• The baa [d-ma¥-:tbwu._!ULb,Uls;:t_£Q_,i.l.uti.J;l.aL_mie.IU. 

lapga s;ondjtjao~ upon tbe c~rtific.ate c~teot wjlb_ibe 

12£1~QL.:tbe Mootaoa !1gjor E.aclli:LL~-AJ;:ta" 

Section 5. Section 75-20-503, MCA, is amended to read: 

"75-20-503. Environmental factors eval uate<l. In 

evaluating long-range plans, conducting 5-year site reviews, 

and evaluating applications for certificates, the board and 

department shall give consideration to the following 1 ist of 

environmental factors, where applicable, and may by rule add 

to the categories of this section: 

(1) energy needs+~ 

tet--growtn-+n-demend-end-prejeet+on3-of-needt 

fbt--eYe++eb+++~y--end--de~reb+~+ty---of---e~~ernet+Ye 

~~ree~-o~-energyt 

tet--eyef~eb+++ty---and---de~+reb+~+ty--ef--e~terne~ye 
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~euree~-of-ener~y-+n-~+e~-oi-~~e-propo~ee-~ee•~+ty• 

tdt--premet+ene+-eeef~+t+e~-e~-t~e--ut++•ty--w~+e~--mey 

hey@-qfwen-r+~e-te-the-need-~er-tn+~-fee+~+ty• 

t~t--~ee+e++y--benei+e+e+--u~e~--e+--the-e~tpu~-e~-th+~ 

fee+~+tyy--+ne+ed+ng--+t~--~~@~--te---pret@ee---er---enhftftee 

enw+renmente~-~~e~+ty• 

t~t--@en~erYee+en--e@t+w+t+e~--~h+en--eeu~d--ree~e@-~he 

need-fer-mere-energy• 

t~t--re~eereh--eet+w+t+es--ef--the---ut+~+ty---ef---new 

teehne~egy----eyef~ab+e---te---+t---wh+eh---m+gnt---m+n+~~@ 

e~Y+renmenee+-+mpeee• 

(2) land use •mpeets• ~ti 

tet--eree-o~-~e~-req~+~d-end-~+t+mete-~~e• 

t~t--een~+~teney-w+th-ereew+de-~tete-ftnd-re~+ene~--~ene 

u~e-p+e~• 

tet--eon~+~~eney--w+th--~+~+ng--end--projeet@d-neerby 

~end-~~e• 

fdt--o+ternet+ye-us~-e~the~f~e• 

tet--f•peet--en--pop~+et+on--o+reedy---+n---t~e---ereey 

pep~+et+en--ettree~ed--&y--eon~traet+en--er-operet+en-of-the 

~oe+~+ty-+t~e+f• 

tft--+mpeee--ef--eYe++ab+++ty--ef--ener~---irom---~h+s 

fee+++ty-en-~ewtn-potterns-end-pop~~et+en-d+sr~r~e+• 

t~t--geo+eg+e-~u+~e~+++ty-ef-the-~te-er-reute• 

tnt--~e+~me~eg+e-ehereeter+~t+es• 

-12-
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t+t--eoftS~rae~+en-pree~+ee~ 

tjt--e~~en~-o~-eres+eny-seearfn~y-wes~fn~-of-+oney-be~h 

e~--s+~e--end--os--e--resa+~--e~--foss++-fae+-demends-of-~he 

fee+++~y't 

t~t--eorrtdor-des+~n-ond-eons~rae~+en--~reeoa~+ons--~er 

~ronsmfss+en-++neo-er-equedueto't 

t+t--oeen+e-+mpee~st 

tmt--effeeto--en-notur>+-oyo~emoy-wt+dftfey-p+ent-++fet 

tnt--+mpeeto--en--tm~~rtftn~---n+sterte---oreht~eeturefy 

orehee+o9+eoly-ond-ett+~ure+-oreos-end-feo~ureo't 

tot--e~ten~--of--reereot+on--o~portttn+t+es--ond-re+oted 

eompe~+e+e-aoes-t 

t~t--pab++e-reereot+on-p+on-~or-the-~ejeet-t 

tqt--pttb+te-foe+++~tes-ond-eeeommodo~+en-t 

trt--opportttn+~+eo~for-jo+n~-use-wt~n--ener~y-+ntens+•e 

+n~tt~trtes--er--otner--ee~+vt~teo--to-ot+++re-~ne-woste-heot 

from-foet++~+est 

tst--opportan+~+es-fer-as+n9-pab++e-+endo-for--+eeotton 

of--foe+++~+eo--whenever--oo-eeenomtee++y-ereetteeb+e-~~-~he 

uoe-of-pr:.vete-'1-oneo-end-eom~ottb+e-w+th-tl'le-reqa+remento-of 

~h+o-s"'e~+ent 

(3) <ter resources tmpee~o~ ~~~ 

tet--hyd~+o9+e-otudfeo-of-odequeey-of-weter-~u~p+y-ond 

+mp~e~-of-foe+++ty-on-~treomf+owy-+e~eoy-o~d-reoer•e+r~t 

t~t--hy~ro+ogte-~ttd+eo--of--tm~oe~--ef--fee+++t+~o--on 
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grettndwe~er-t 

tet--eoo++ng-oyo~em-eye~aot+ony-+ne+u~+ng-eeno+d..,ret+on 

of-oH:erno~tv.,ot 

tdt--+nven~ory---ef---efftue~~T---+ne+~dtn~-~hy~+eo+y 

enemteo+y-bfo+og+eo+y-ond-rodfo+o~+eo+-ehoroe~er+~t+eo~ 

tet--hydro+ogte-o~ad+~--o<f'--..,ffeet~--of--e~f+tten~s--t'ft 

r"'ee+v+ng---wo~ersy---+ne+ttdfng--m+~+n9--eheroe~ertsties--of 

reeefvfn9-weteroy-ehon9ed--eve~&ro~+on--due--~o--~em~er~eure 

dtfferent+e+oy--ond-effeet-of-dtseherge-on-bo~tem-oedtmentot 

tft--re+et+onoh+~-to-we~er-qao++ty-ston~rdst 

tgt--effeeto-of-ehon9es--+n--quontf~y--end--que++ty--on 

wetor--ttse--by-othersy-fne+ue+n9-8oth-wtthdrowe+-end-tn-~f~H 

uoest 

fht--re+e~fonoht~-to-proj..,eted-useot 

t+t--re+o~tonoh+~-to-wa~er-r+~hts~ 

tjt--eff.,eto-on-p+ont-ond-antme+-+~ey-tne+adtng-o+qoey 

moere+nver~ebre~eoy-end-ffoh-po~a+o~ton~ 

tftt--effeets--on--antqHe---or---o~herwfse---o+gntffeent 

eeooystemoy-ew~wy-wet+ondo~ 

t+t--mon+tor+n9-preqremot 

{4] air quality +mpoe~o* Lmua~i 

tet--meteore+o~y--wtnd--dtr~et+on-..,nd-ve+oe+~yT-ombfent 

~emperetttre---renqeoy---preef~t~o~+on---ve+a.,oy----+~vers+on 

oeeurr.,neey-o~~.,r-effeeto-on-dto~ero+en~ 

t~t--to~o~rephy--foe~ero-effoet+n--d+or~re+o~~ 
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 157-8!_ __ 

FISCAL NOTE ' 
Form Ill> 15 

·compliance with a written request received --~anuary 20 . 19 8.1._._ . there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

r ______ !:lQY$e_ B.ilLZJ.Q._ ___ pursuant to ·Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montan~ Code Annotateu (MCAI. 

ackground information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to mcmtmrs 

f the legislature urmn request. 

ESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION 

House Bill 236 amends sections of the Major Facility Siting Act relating to size of 
electrical transmission facilities, credits against application filing fees, 
notification, times for preparation of reports, amendments to a certificate, and 
environmental factors evaluated. 

ISCAL IMPACT 

Functions performed under the Major Facility Siting Act by the Department of Natural 
Resources and Conservation under current legislation are primarily funded by earmarked 
funds collected under filing fees when an application is received.. The proposed 
legislation would result in a shift from earmarked to general funds which would require 
an increased general fund appropriation. 

The net effect of this proposed legislation would be increasing the general fund 
appropriation by $3,090,000 for fiscal year 1982, .and by $7,390,000 for fiscal year 1983. 

5SUMPTIONS 

1. The credit against the filing fee that applicants will be able to apply will, in 
most cases, reduce the fee by 100 percent. 

2. The legal sufficiency of the documents will not be affected by the reductions in 
preparation and notification times referred to in Section 75-20-216, and thus 
will not cause fi sea 1 impacts due to 1 i ti gati on. . 

3. The 1982-83 budget estimate is based on expenditure of 100 percent of the filing 
fees expected to be received. 

4. Long-range plans filed with the Department of Natural Resources and' Conservation 
indicate that two power plants, three synthetic fuel plants, six hydroelectric 
dams, and six transmission lines subject to the siting act will be proposed in

1 

the 82-83 biennium. However, plans for these faciliti~s may change to a number 
of conditions. 

::CHNICAL NOTES 

The reduction in preparation time of reports would necessitate an increase in permanent 
staffing because the times do not allow for recruitment and training. These factor 
are not addressed in the-budget calculations above because the Department has no 
data which can be used as a basis for an estimate. _<Qib-'!\-..Jc!Oo!~ .... d"'NY:~·~Q;;.-_1£-Jt..l...._~_.IU~~ 

BUDGET Dl RECTOR 

Office of Omluct <llld PIO<Jram Pl;umi1111 

Date: I· 21.,- fJ 


