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INTRODUCED BY 
\ HOUS~ B~ :£82~ ~ 

Jtt.tf. ,!J;_ ~~ f 
A BILL fOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REMOVE THE 

LIMITATION ON THE AMOUNT OF THE LICENSE FEE THAT MAY 8E 

IMPOSED ON SHEEP FOR THE PURPOSE OF PREDATOR CONTROL; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 81-7-303 ANO 81-7-305, HCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1· Section 81-7-303 9 HCA, is amended to read: 

•a1-7-303. County commissioners permitted to require 

per capita license fee on sheep. (1) To defray the expense 

of such protection the board of county commissioners of any 

county shall have the power to require all owners or persons 

in possession of any sheep coming 1 year old or over in the 

county on the regular assessment date of each year to pay a 

license fee e~--"e~--e~eeef"~--58-ee"~~ Lo_gn_amgunt_t~ 

determined b¥ tbe board on a p~r head ~ ef f2L sheep so 

owned or possessed by him in the county. All owners or 

persons in possession of any sheep coming 1 year old or over 

coming into the county after the regular assessment date and 

subject to taxation under the provisions of 15-24-301 shall 

also be subject to payment of the license fee herein 

"-or-e-scribed. 

(2) Upon the order of the boaro of county 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

2:> 

24 

25 

\ 

LC 1042/01 

commissioners such license fees may be imposed by the entry 

thereof in the name of the licensee upon the property tax 

rolls of the county by the county assessor. Said license 

fees shall be payable to and collected by the county 

treasurer, and when so levied, shall be a lien upon the 

property, both real and personal, of the licensee. In case 

the person against whom said license fee is levied owns no 

real estate against which said license fee is or ~ay become 

a lien, then said license fee shall be payable immediately 

upon its levy and the treasurer shall collect the same In 

the •anner provided by law for the collection of personal 

property taxes which are not a lien upon real estate. 

(3) When collected, said fees shall be placed by the 

treasurer in the predatory animal control fund and the 

moneys in said fund shall be expended on order of the board 

of county com~issioners of the county for predatory animal 

control only.• 

Section 2. Section 81-7-305, HCAt is amended to read: 

"81-7-305. Duty of county commissioners -- petition of 

sheep owners-- license fees. (1) In conducting a predatory 

animal control program, the board of county commissioners 

shall give preference to recommendations for such program 

and its incidents as made by organized associations of sheep 

growers in the county. Upon petition of the resident owners 

of at least 51% of the sheep in the county, as shown by the 
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assessment rolls of the last preceding ~ssess~ent, which 

pi!tition shall be filed with t~e board of county 

commissioners on or ~efore the first ~onday in December in 

any year, such board shall establish th~ prAdatory 2nimal 

5 control program and cause said licenses to be secured and 

b issu~d and the fees collected for the following year in such 

7 amountT--nc~--exeeed+"g--~he--++m+~~-c?-58-ee"~~-~er-heed-cf 

8 ~he~p-e~~hcw~~y-~e+e-e~~e~~me~-rc~+~ as will defray the 

9 cost of administering the program so established. The 

10 license fee determined and set by the boardT--Wf~h+n--~e+e 

11 ~+m+~~T shall remain in full force and eff~ct from year to 

12 year without change, unless there is filed with the board a 

13 petition subscribed by the resident owners of at least 51~ 

14 of the sheep in the county, as shown by the assessment rolls 

15 of the last assessment preceding the filing of the petition, 

16 for termination of the program and repeal of the license 

17 fee, in which event the program shall by order of the board 

18 of county commissioners be disestablished and the license 

19 fee shall not be further levied. 

20 (2) If the resident owners of at least 51% of the 

21 sheep in the county either petition for an increase in the 

22 license feeT-sahje~-e+weys-~o~he-mex+m~-++~+~e~feft-eT-56 

23 een~s-per-~eed-ef-sheepy or petition for a decrease in the 

24 license fee then in force, the board of county commissioners 

25 shall upon receipt of any such petition fix a new license 
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fee to continue frorr. year to year and the program shall 

thereupon continue within the limits of the z~gregate amount 

of the 1 icense fee as collected from year to year.• 

-End-
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INTRODUCED BY ;zt;k!JJJ.~-~ 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TG REHOVF THE 

LIMITATION ON THE AMOUNT OF THE LICENSE FEE THAT MAY ~E 

!~POSED ON SHEEP FOR THE PURPOSe OF PREDATOR CONTROL; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 81-1-303 AND 81-7-305, MCA·" 

BE IT ENACTED 3Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 81-7-3')3• ·'I CAr is amended to read: 

11 81-1-303. County commissionars permitted to require 

per capita license fee on shea~. (1) To defray thz ex~ense 

of such ~rotection the board of county cow.missiryners of any 

county shall have the power to require all owners or persons 

in possession of any sheep coming 1 yeer old or over in the 

c~unty on the regular assessment date of eacn year to pay a 

licens~ fee e~--~et--e~eeef~9--59-ee"t~ in_an_amguot_tg_~ 

~ii!.!:llllw:~.bL.tb~~~ p<,r head ~i~ ef' f2L sheep so 

owned or possessed by him in ~he county. All owners or 

persons in possession of any sheep comins 1 year old or over 

comin~ into the county after the reqular assessment data and 

subject to taxation under the provisions of 15-24-301 shall 

also be subject to payment of thG license fee herein 

prBscriOed. 

( 2) Upon tt1e order of the board of county 
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commissioners such license fees may be imposed by the entry 

thereof in the name of the licensee upon the property tax 

rolls of the county by the county assessor. Said license 

fees shall be payable to and collected by the county 

treasurer, and when so levied, shall be a lien upon the 

property. both real and personal, of the licensee. In case 

the person against whom said license fee is levied owns no 

real estate against which said license fee is or may become 

a lien, then said license fee shall be payable immediately 

upon its levy and the treasurer shall collect the same in 

the manner provided by law for the collection of personal 

property taxes which are not 3 lien upon real estate. 

(3) When collected, said fees shall be placed by the 

treasurer in the predatory animal control fund and the 

moneys in said fund shall be expended on order of the board 

of county commissioners of the county for predatory animal 

control only." 

Section 2. Section 81-1-3u5r MCA, is amended to read: 

"81-7-305. Duty of county commissioners -- petition of 

sheep owners-- license fees. (1) In conoucting a predatory 

animal control program, the board of county commissioners 

shall give preference to recommendations for such program 

and its incidents as made by organized associations of sheep 

growers in the county. Upon petition of the resident owners 

of at least 51% of the sheep in the county, as shown by the 

-2- SECOND 

f/5 
R E A D I N G 
A r-' _ .. 

I
' y ,...I-



1 

2 

3 

4 

LC 1042/01 

assessment rolls of the last prccedinq ~S3essm~nt, khich 

p;,tition shall :.>e fi 1 eo ~ith the boara cf ccu~~y 

commissioners on cr uefvre the fj rst fi;:)f1d.~y in Csc.::.~iJsr i=-l 

any year, such beard shall establ isn th8 pr~tiat~ry 3ni!ria1 

5 control program and cause said Ticen~es to be securec and 

6 issued and the fees collected for the following year in such 

7 amounty--not--~~e~~d+"~--t~e--++m+t~-o~-58-e~nt~-~er-~~ed-o~ 

B ~~e~p-e~-~he.n-hy-~e+d-e~~e~~~ftt-ro++~y as will defray the 

9 cost of administering the program so established. The 

10 license fee determined and set by the boardy--w+tn+n--~e+d 

11 ++~+t~y shall remain in full force and effect from ye3r to 

12 year without change, unless there is filed with the bo3rd a 

13 petition subscribed by the resident owners of at least 51~ 

14 of the sheep in the county, as shown by the assessment rolls 

15 of the last assessment preceding the filinq of the patition, 

16 for termination of the program and repeal of the 1 icense 

17 fee, in which event the program shall by order of the board 

18 of county commissioners be disestablished and the license 

19 fee shall not be further levied. 

20 (2) If the resident owners of at least 51% of the 

21 sheep in the county either petition for an increase in the 

22 license feey-~~ej~et-e+wey~-to-the-~e~+m~m-++~+tet+e"-e~-58 

23 eent~-per-~eed-e~-~hee~y or petition for a decrease in the 

24 license fee then in force, the board of county commissioners 

25 shall upon receipt of any such petition fix a new license 
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fee to continue fro~ year to year and the progra~ shall 

thereupon continue within the limits of the es~regate amount 

of the 1 icense fee as ccllected from ye~r to year•" 

-End-

-4-
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INTRODUC!:D cY 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO RfMOVE THE 

LIMITATION ON THE ~MOUNT OF THE LICENSe FEE THAT ~AY ·~ 

I~PuSED ON SHEEP FOK THE PURPOSE OF PREDATCK CONT~OL; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 81-7-303 AND 81-7-305, MCA·" 

EE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTArA: 

Section 1· Section 81-7-393, MCA, is amended to read: 

"81-7-303. County commissioners permitted to requirE' 

~er capit?. license fee on sheep. (11 To defr?.y the expense 

of sucn protection the board of county coffimissioners of any 

coun~y sh3ll ~ave the power to require all owners or persons 

in possession of any sheep coming 1 year old or over in the 

county on the regular assessment date of each year to pay a 

license fee ef--~e~--e~ee~+n9--59-een~~ ln_Qo_~n1_1~ 

~m~~~e board on a p~r head ~ ef f2L sheep so 

owned or possessed by him in the county. All owners or 

persons in possession of any sheep coming 1 year old or over 

co;n i nq into the county after the requl ar c;ssessment date and 

subject to taxation under the provisions of 15-24-301 shall 

ul~o b2 subject to payment of tne license fe~ ~erPin 

prescribed. 

(2) Upon tt1e order of the board of county 
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commissioners sue~ license fees may be imposed by the entry 

thereof in the name of the licensee upon the property tax 

rolls of the county by the county ass~ssor. Said license 

fees shall be payable to and collected by the county 

tr~asurer, and when so levieJ, shall be a lien upon the 

property, both real and personal, of the licensee. In case 

the person aqainst whom said license fee is levied owns no 

real estate against which said license fee is or may become 

a lien, then said license fee shall be payable immediately 

upon its levy and the treasurer shall collect the same in 

the manner provided by law for the collection of personal 

property taxes which are not a lien upon real estate. 

(3) When collected, said fees shall be placed by the 

treasurer in the predatory animal control fund and the 

moneys in said fund shall be expended on order of the board 

of county commissioners of the county for predatory animal 

control only.• 

Section 2. Section 81-7-305, MCA, is amended to read: 

"81-7-305. Outy of county co~missioners -- petition of 

sheep owners-- license fees. {1) In conducting a predatory 

animal control program, the board of county commissioners 

shall give preference to recommendations for such program 

ano its incidents as made by organized associations of shee::> 

arowers in the county. Upon petition of the resident owners 

of at least 51% of the shee? in the county, as shown by the 
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~5'3-ess;:.>2nt,. ~;hi en 

i.:·t:!Crci cf C~Ui1'ty 

corr.m iss i oners on cr 0efore th~~ first f.!~nd:~y i ~i S.-::c.:=:~Oer in 

3ny year, such ocard shall e~tablish th~ ?r 8 ~Et~ry 2ni~al 

control program and cause s~id licenses t~ be securec an~ 

issua.d and the fees collected for the following year in such 

amounty--net--e~eeed+ng--the--Ttm+t~-e~-56-eent~-per-heed-e~ 

~hee~-e~-~hewn-~y-~etd-e~~e~~ment-~e+T~y as will defray the 

cost of administering the program so established. The 

license fee determined and set by the bocrdy--'olttl'l+n--~etd 

Ttmtt~y shall remain in full force and effect from year to 

12 year without change, unless there is filed with the board a 

13 petition subscribed by the resident owners of at least 51~ 

14 of the sheep in the county, as shown by the assessment rolls 

15 of the last assessment preceding the filino of the petition, 

16 for termination of the program and repeal of the license 

17 fee, in which event the program shall by orjer of the ~oarc 

18 of county commissioners be disestablished and the license 

19 fee shall not be further levied. 

2C (i) If the resident cwnars of at least 51~ of th£ 

21 sheep in the county either petition for an increase in the 

22 license fee.-~aejee~-e~wey~-~e-~he-•e~~mam-+~m+tetieft-ef-56 

23 eent~-~er-he&d-ef-~heepy or petition for a decrease in the 

24 license fee then in force, the board of county commissioners 

25 shall upon receipt of any such petition fix a new license 
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fee to continue fro~ year to year and t~e progra~ shall 

thereupon continue within the limits of the es~reyat£ amount 

of the 1 icense fee as collected fro~ ye~r to ye~r.• 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NOo 182 

l INTRODUCED BY OEVLINt RYAN 

3 

4 A ~Ill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT L REMOVE THE 

5 LIMITATION ON THE AMOUNT OF THE LICENSE FEF THAT HAY 8E 

6 IMPOSED ON SHEEP FOR THE PURPOSE OF PREDATOR CONTROL; 

1 A~E~UING SECTIONS 81-7-303 AND 81-7-305, ~CAo" 

8 

9 BE IT E~~CT~D bY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE QF MONTANA: 

10 S<ecti->n 1. Section 61-7-303. ~CA• IS a-'nded to read: 

11 "81-7-303. County co~issioners permitted to require 

1.? per capita license fee on she~p. (1) To defray the expense 

13 oF such protection the board of county commissioners of any 

14 county shall h~ve the power to require all own~rs or persons 

1 <, in possession of any sheep coming 1 year old or over in the 

lo county on 1:he r., JU I ar assessment date of E-ach yl!'ar to pay a 

17 l icens-; fee ~f--.,ot--~"e..di.,~--5&-e~.,t~ in_gn_~nt_!:Q2f!: 

18 Q!!:!~!~i~~1_~Y-!b~-~Q~~-Q!!_2 per head ~21i1 of fQ! sheep so 

19 owned or possessed by him in the county. All O>mers or 

20 persons in pos~~ssion of any sheep coming 1 year old or over 

2l c0ming 1nto th~ county after the regular assess~ent datP and 

22 suDject to taxation under the provision• of 15-24-301 shall 

23 also oe subj~ct to payment of th~ l1cense fee herein 

24 prt_•scr L b~d. 

2'\ ( i') Upon the order of the b'->ard of county 
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commissioners such license fees may be imposed by the entry 

th~reof in the name of the licensee upon the property tax 

rolls of the county by the county assessor. Said license 

fees sha 11 be payuble to and collected by the county 

treasur~r• and ~hen so levied• shall be a lien upon the 

property, both real and personal, of the licensee. In case 

th2 person against whom said license fee is levied owns no 

real estat~ against which said license fee is or may become 

a lien. then said 1 icense fee shall oe payable immed1ately 

upon its l~vy and the treasurer shall collect the •ame in 

the ~anner provided by law for the collection of personal 

property taxes which are not a lien upon real estate. 

(3) When collected, said fees shall be placed by the 

treasurer in the ~redatory animal control fund and the 

moneys in said fund shall be expended on order of the board 

of county commissioners of the county for predatory animal 

cont,.-ol only ... 

Section 2. Section 81-7-305, MCA, is amended to read: 

"Bl-7-305. Duty of county commissioners -- petition of 

sh~ep own~rs --license fees. {1) In conducting a predatory 

~ni~al control program. the board of county commissioners 

ShC~ll gi11e preference to recom111c'ndations for such program 

and its 1nci<:Jents as made by organized associations of -;heep 

growers 10 the county. Upon petition of the resident owners 

of at least 51% of the sheep 1n the county, as shown ~Y the 
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assE·ss IIIP.nt ro 11 s of the 1 ast preceding assessment. which 

petition st•all be filed with the board of county 

commtssioners on or before the first Monday in uecember in 

any year. such board shafl establish the predatory animal 

control program and cause said licenses to be secured and 

6 issued dnd the fees collected for the following year in such 

7 amounty--not--~·e~@dtn~--~@--l+~+t~-~f-59-e~"t~-p~r-h@~d-of 

6 ~h~@p-~~-~hew"-by-~~td-a~~~~~~nt-roll~T as will defray the 

9 cost of administering the program so established. The 

10 license fee determined and set by the boardy--w+th+~-~~+d 

11 ++m-+t~y shall remain in full force and effect from year to 

12 year without change. unless there is filed with the board a 

13 petition subscribed by the resident owners of at least 51% 

14 of the sheep in the county. as shown by the assessment rolls 

15 of the last assessment preceding the filing of the petition. 

16 for termin3tion of the program and repeal of the license 

17 fee. in which event the program shall by order of the board 

18 of county commissioners be disestablished and the licensP 

19 fe~ shall not be furth~r levied• 

20 (21 If the restdent owners of at ledst st·~ of the 

21 sheep in the county either petition for an increase in the 

22 license feey-~ubj~et-a+way~-te-th~-~~·+~-++m+tot+on-e~-59 

23 eent~-p@r-need-e~-~heepy or petition for a decrease in the 

24 license fee then in force, the board of county commissioners 

25 shall upon r~ceipt of any such petition fix a new license 
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fee t0 continue from year to year and the program shall 

thereupon continue w1thin the limits of the aggregate ·mount 

of ~he license fee as collected from year to year.• 

-End-
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