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1 ~.,.~ 
INTRODUCED BY ~ /lv-Af1.tt!b../ 

~ ~Eo(~~,., 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENT~ED: •AN ACT TO APPROVE AND ADOPT 

2 

3 

4 

5 THE COMPACT FOR EDUCATION; PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

b DATE.• 

7 

a BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF 1'\0NTMlA: 

9 Section lo Compact for education approved. The 

10 legislature of the state of Montana hereby approves and 

11 adopts the Compact for Education, which compact is as 

12 follows: 

13 Compact for Education 

14 Article I. 

15 Purpose and Policy. 

16 {1~ It is the purpose of this compact to: 

17 (a) establish and maintain close cocperation and 

18 understanding among executive, legislative, professional 

19 educational, and lay leadership on a nationwide basis at the 

20 state and local levels; 

a (b) ?rovide a forum for the discussion, developw.ent, 

22 crystallization, and recommendation of public policy 

23 alternatives in the field of educction; 

24 (c) provide a cl earinqhouse of inform-'ltior. on ,,,atters 

25 relatiny to educational problems and how they are beinq wet 
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in different places throughout the nation, so that the 

executive and legislative branches of state government and 

of local communities may have ready access to the experience 

and record of the entire country, and so that both lay and 

professional groups in the field of education may have 

additional avenues for the sharing of experience and the 

interchange of ideas in the formation of public policy in 

education; and 

(d) facilitate the improvement of state and local 

educational systems so that all of them will be able to meet 

adequate and desirable goals in a society which requires 

continuous qualitative and quantitative advance In 

educational opportunities, methods, and facilities. 

(2) It Is the policy of this compact to encourage and 

promote local and state initiative in the development, 

maintenance, improvement, and administration of educational 

systems and institutions in a manner which will accord with 

the needs and advantages of diversity among localities and 

states. 

(3) The party states recognize that each of thew has 

an interest in the quality and quantity of eaucation 

furnished in each of the other states, as well as in the 

excellence of its own educational systems and institutions, 

~ecause of the highly mobile character of individuals withi~ 

the nation and because tt1e ~roducts and services 
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contributinq to 

advancement of 

the health• welfare, and economic 

each state are supplied in significant part 

by persons educated in other states. 

Article II. 

State Defined. 

As used in this compact, •state• means a state, 

or possession of the United States, the 

Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

Article III. 

The Col!mission. 

territory, 

District of 

(1) The education commission of the states, 

hereinafter called "the commission•, is hereby established. 

The commission shall consist of seven members representing 

each party state. One of such members shall be the governor; 

two shall be members of the state legislature selected by 

its respective houses and serving in such manner as the 

legislature may determine; and four shall be appointed by 

and serve at the pleasure of the governor, unless the laws 

of the state otherwise provide. If the laws of a state 

prevent legislators from serving on the commission, six 

members shall be appointed and serve at the pleasure of the 

governor, unless the laws of the state otherwise provide. 

In addition to any other principles or requirements which a 

state may establish for the appointment and service of its 

members of the commission, the guiding principle for the 
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composition of the ~embership on the commission from each 

party state shall be that the members representin~ such 

state sh~llt by virture of their training, experience, 

knowledge, or affiliations, be in a position collectively to 

reflect broadly the interests of the state governmBnt, 

higher education, the state education system, local 

education, lay and professional, public and nonpublic 

educational leadership. Gf those appointees, one shall be 

the head of a state agency or institution, designated by the 

governor, having responsibility ~or one or more programs of 

public education. In addition to the members of the 

commission representing the party states, there may be not 

to exceed ten nonvoting commissioners selected by the 

steering comwittee 

shall represent 

for terms of 1 year. Such commissioners 

leading national organizations of 

professional educators or persons concerned with educational 

administration. 

(2) The members of the commission shall be entitlet to 

one vote each on the commission. No action of the co~~ission 

shall be binding unless taken at a meeting at which a 

majority of the total number of votes on the commission are 

cast in favor thereof. Action of the commission shall be 

only at a meeting at which a majority of the commissioners 

are present. The commission shall meet at least once a year. 

In its bylaws, and subject to such directions and 

-4-



l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

3 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

HI 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0701/01 

limitations as may be contained therein, the commission may 

delegat~ the exercise of any of its powers to the steering 

committee or the executive director, except for the power to 

approve budgets or requests for appropriations, the power to 

make policy recommendations pursuant to Article IVo and 

adoption of the annual report pursuant t~ Article III(lO)o 

(3) The commission shall have a seal. 

(4) The commission shall elect annually, from a~onq 

its members, a chairman, who shall be a governor, a 

vice-chairman, and a treasurer. The commission shall provide 

for ~he appointment of an executive director. Such executive 

director shall serve at the pleasure of the commission, and 

together with the treasurer and such other personnel as the 

commission may deem appropriate shall be bonded in such 

~mount as the commission shall determine. The executive 

director shall be secretary. 

(5) Irrespective of the civil service, personnel, or 

o·ther merit system 1 aws of any of the party states, the 

executive director subject to the appr~val of the steering 

committee shall appoint, remov~t or discharge such personnel 

as may be necessary for the performance of the functions of 

the commission, and shall fix the duties and compensation of 

such personnel. The commission in its bylaws shall provide 

for the p~rsonnel oolicies and programs of the commission. 

(6) The commission may borrow. accept, or ccntr~ct for 
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the services of personnel from any party jurisdiction, the 

United States, or any subdivision or agency of the 

aforementioned governments or from any agency of two or more 

of the party jurisdictions or their subdivisions. 

(7) The commission may accept for any of Its purposes 

and functions under this compact any and all donations and 

grants of money, equipment, supplies, materials and 

services, conditional or otherwise, from any state, the 

United States, or any other governmental agency or from any 

persono firm, association, foundation, or corporation and 

may receive, utilize, and dispose of the same. Any donation 

or grant accepted by the commission pursuant to this 

paragraph or services borrowed pursuant to subsection (6) of 

this Article shall be reported in the annu~l report of the 

commission. Such report shall include the nature, amount, 

and conditions, if any, of the donation, grant, or services 

borrowed and the identity of the donor or lender. 

(8) The commission may establish and maintain such 

facilities as may be necessary for the transacting of its 

business. The commission may 3Cquire, hold, and convey real 

and ?ersonal property and any interest therein. 

(9) The commission shall adopt bylaws for the conduct 

of its business and shall have the power to ameno and 

rescind these bylaws. The commission shall publish its 

bylaws in conveni€nt form and s~~ll file a copy ther~of 2nd 
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a copy of any amendment the~eto with the app~opriate agency 

o~ officer in each of the party states. 

(10) The commission annually shall make to the gove~nor 

and legislatu~e of each party state a report covering the 

activities of the commission fo~ the preceding yea~. The 

commission may w.ake such additional reports as it may deem 

desirable. 

Article IV. 

Powers. 

In addition to authority confe~red on the commission by 

other provisions of the compact, the commission may: 

( 1) collect, correlate, analyze, and interpret 

information and data concerning educational needs and 

resources; 

(2) encourage and foster ~esearch in all aspects of 

education, but with special reference to the desirable scope 

of instruction, o~ganization, administration, and 

instructional methods and standards employed or suitable fo~ 

employment in public educational systems; 

(3) develop p~oposals for adequate financing of 

education as a whole and at each of its many levels; 

(4J conduct or participate in research of the types 

referred to in this Article in any Instance whe~e the 

commission finds that such ~esearch is necessa~y for the 

advancement of the purposes and policies of this compact, 
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utilizing fully the ~esou~ces of national associations, 

~egional compact organizations fo~ hiqher education, and 

oth~r agencies wnd institutions, both public and p~ivatej 

(5) formulate suggested policies and plans for the 

imp~ovement of public education as a whole o~ for any 

segment thereof and make ~ecommendations with respect 

the~2to available to the appropriate governmental units. 

agencies, and public officials; and 

(6) do such other things as may be necessa~y o~ 

incidental to the administration of any of its authority or 

functions pursuant to this compact. 

Article v. 
Cooperation With Federal Government. 

(1) If the laws of the United States specifically so 

p~ovide or if administrative provision is made therefor 

within the fede~al government. the United States may he 

represented on the commission by not to exceed 18 

~epresentatives. Any such representative or representatives 

of the United States shall be appointed and serve in such 

manne~ as may be provided by or pu~suant to ferie~al law and 

may be drawn from any one or more branches of the feee~al 

government, but no such representative shall have a vote on 

the commission. 

(2) The commission may provide information and make 

recommendations to any executive or legislative agency o~ 

-6-



LC 0701/01 

1 officer of the federal government concerning the common 

2 educational policies of the states and may advise with any 

3 such agencies or officers concerning any matter of mutual 

4 inteoest. 

5 Article VI. 

6 Committees. 

7 (1) To assist in the expeditious conduct of its 

e business when the full commission is not meeting, the 

9 commission shall elect a steering committee of 32 membars 

10 wnicht subject to the provisions of this cow.pact and 

11 consistent with the policies of the commission, shall be 

12 constituted and function as provided in the bylaws of the 

13 commission. One-fourth of the voting membership of the 

14 steering committee shall consist of governors, one-fourth 

15 shall consist of legislators, and the remainder shall 

16 consist of other members of the commission. A federal 

11 representative on th~ commission ffiay serve with the steering 

lC committee, but without vote. The voting members of the 

19 steering committee shall serve for terms of 2 years, except 

20 that members electe1 to the first steering committee of the 

21 co.nm iss ion shall be elected as fellows: 16 for 1 year and 16 

22 for 2 years. The chairw.an, vice-chairman, and treasurer of 

23 the commission shall be ~embers of the steering committe• 

24 c;n1t anyth i ncl in this paraqr3;Jh to th'9 contrc:ry 

25 notwithstancinjo shall serve durin~ their continu,nce in 
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these offices. Vacancies in the steering committee shall 

not affect its authority to act, but the commission at its 

next regularly ensuing meeting following the occurrence of 

any vacancy shall fill it for the unexpired term. No person 

shall serve more than two terms as a member of the steering 

committee; provided that service for a partial term of 1 

year or 1 ess may not be counted toward the two-terrr. 

limitation. 

(2) The coiRmission ll!ay establish advisory and 

technical committees composed of state, local, and federal 

officials and private persons to advise it with respect to 

any one or more of its functions. Any advisory or technical 

committee mayt on request of the states concerned, be 

estaalished to consider any matter of special concern to tw? 

or more of the party states. 

(3) The commission may establish such additional 

committees as its bylaws may provide. 

Article VII. 

Finance. 

( 1) The commission shall advise the governor or 

designated officer or offic8rs of eech party state •of its 

budget and estimated expenditures for such period as may be 

requirec by the laws of that ?arty state. Each of the 

commission's budgets cf estimated expenditures shall contain 

specific recommendations of the amount or amounts to t:'e 
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appropriated by each of the party states. 

(2) The total amount of appropriation reouests under 

any budget shall be apportioned aw.ong the party states. In 

making such apportinnment• the commission shall devl~e and 

employ a formula which takes equitabl~ account of the 

populations and per capita income levels of the party 

statgs. 

(3) The commission shall not pledge the credit of any 

party states. The commission gay meet any of its obligations 

in whole or In part with funds available to it pursuant to 

Article III(7) of this compact, provided that the co~lsslon 

takes specific action setting aside such funds prior to 

incurring an obligation to be met in whole or In part in 

such manner. Except where the commission makes use of funds 

available to it pursuant to Article 1I1{7) thereof• the 

commission shall not incur any obligation prior to the 

allotment of funds by the party states adequate to meet the 

same. 

(4) The commission shall keep accurate accounts of all 

receipts and disbursements. The receipts and disbursements 

of the commission shall be subject to the audit and 

accounting procedures established by its bylaws. However, 

all receipts and disbursements of funds handled by the 

com•ission shall be audited yearly by a oualified public 

accountant, and the.report of the audit shall be included in 

~J.-

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

a 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

u: 0701f0l 

and become part of the annual reports of the com~ission. 

(5) The accounts of the commission shall be open at 

any raasor.ablg time for inspection by duly constituted 

officers of the party states and by any persons authorized 

by the commission. 

(6) Nothing contained herein shall be construed to 

prevent commission compliance with laws relatin~ to audit or 

inspection of accounts by or on bP.half of any governm~nt 

contributing to the support of the commission. 

Article VIII. 

Eligible Parties; Entry Into ano Withdrawal. 

(l) This compact shall have as eligible parties 311 

stat~s. territories, and possessions of the United States, 

the District of Columbia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto 

Rico. In respect of any such jurisdiction not having a 

governor, the term "governor•, as used in this compact, 

means the closest equivalent official of such jurisdiction. 

(2) Any state or other eligible jurisdiction may enter 

into this compact, and it becomes binding thereon when i~ 

has adopted the same, provided that in order to entar into 

initial effect, adoption by at least 10 eligible party 

jurisdictions shall be required. 

(3) Adoption of the compact must be by enactment 

thereof. 

(4) Any party state may withdraw from this compact by 
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enacting a statute repealing the same, but no such 

withdrawal shall take effect until 1 year after the governor 

of the withdrawing state has given notice in writing of the 

withdrawal to the governors of all other party states. No 

withdrawal shall affect any liability already Incurred by cr 

chargeable to a party state prior to the time of such 

withdrawal. 

Article IX. 

Amendments to the Compact. 

This compact may be amended by a vote of two-thirds of the 

me~bers of the commission present and voting when ratified 

by the legislatures of two-thirds of the party states. 

Article x. 

Construction and Severability. 

This compact shall be liberally constru~d so as to 

effectuate the purposes thereof. The provisions of this 

compact shall ~e severable, and if any phrase, clause, 

sentence or provision of this compact is declared to be 

contrary to the constitution of any state or of the United 

Stat~s or the application thereof to any government, agency, 

parson, or circumstance is helj invalido the validity of the 

remainder of this compact and the applicability thereof to 

any llovernment, asency, person, or c i rcumstar.ce shall not be 

cffzcted thereby. If this compact shall be held contrary to 

the constitution of any state participating therein, the 
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compact shall remain in full force and effect as to the 

state affected as to all severable matters. 

Section 2. Appointment of commissioners by legislature 

and governor. (1) One member of the Montana House of 

Representatives and one member of the Montana Senate shall 

be selected by a majority of the Education Committee of 

their respective houses to serve on the education commission 

of the states. 

(2) Four members of the education commission of the 

states shall be appointed by the governor, one of whom shall 

be the superintendent of public instruction. The remaining 

members shall be appointed with due regard for those 

qualifications specified by Article 111(1) of the Compact 

for Education. 

(3) All commission members shall serve for a term of 2 

years and may be reappointed. 

Section 3. Deposit of money received expenses of 

commissioners and commission. All money received for the use 

of the commissioners appointed under [section 2] and for the 

p..-o rata share of the expenses of the education commission 

of the states ~aid by the state pursuant to Article Vll(2) 

of the compact shall be deposited in the state treasury to 

the credit of an earmarked revenue fund. The commissioners 

from this state shall be allowed and paid their reasonable 

expenses while engaGed in the performance of their official 
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1 duti<i>S• 

2 Section 4• Filing of bylaws. Pursuant to Article 

3 III(?) of the compact, the commission shall file a copy of 

4 Its bylaws and any amendments thereto with the secretary of 

5 state. 

6 Section 5. Effective date. This act is effective upon 

7 passage and approval. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 102-81 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request received .January 16, , 19 _8l_ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for . .. H · B · 178 pursuant to 1 Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

Description of Proposed Legislation: 

H. B. 69 is a proposal to approve and adopt the Compact for Education. 
Membership in the Education Commission of the States is included. The purpose 
is to have a national corrmittee to maintain interstate cooperation and under
standing on educational issues and facilitate the improvement of educational 
system. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. Seven members will be appointed to the commission. 

2. The commission members will attend an annual national meeting 
in Denver. 

3. Membership inthe Education Corrmission of the States will be sought. 

4. No staff members will be needed. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Expenditures: 

Membership Dues 
Travel Expenses 

FY 82 

$16,875 
3,500 

$20,375 

FY 83 

$19,900 
4,000 

$23,900 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of udget and Prog~m Planning 

Date: - 1- 0 l 
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HOU5E BILL NO. 178 

INTRODUCED BY MOORE, ANDERSON, EUOAILY, 

<JUS SAULT, BROWN 

A BILL FUR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO APPROVE AND ADOPT 

THE COMPACT FOR EDUCATION; PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE JF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Compact for education approved. The 

legislature of the state of Montana hereby approves and 

adapts the Compact for Education. which compact is as 

fellows: 

Compact for Education 

Article I. 

Purpose and Policy. 

( l) It is th~ purpose of this compact to: 

(a) establish and maintain close cooperation and 

understanding among executive. legislative. professional 

educational, and lay leadership on a nationwide basis at the 

state and local levels; 

{b) provide a forum for the discussion, development• 

crystallizdtlono and recommendation of public policy 

alternatives in the field of education; 

{c) provide a clearinghouse of information on matters 

HB 0176/02 

relating to educational problems and how they are being met 

2 in different places throughout the nation, so that the 

3 executive and legislative branches of state government and 

4 of local communities may have ready access to the experience 

5 and record of the entire country, and so that both lay and 

6 professional groups in the field of education may have 

7 additional avenues for the sharing of experience and the 

B interchange of ideas in the formation of public policy in 

9 educcotion; and 

10 (dl facilitate the improvement of state and local 

11 educational systems so that all of them will be able to meet 

12 adequate and desirable goals in a society which requires 

13 continuous qualitative and quantitative advance in 

14 educational opportunities, methods, and facilities. 

15 (2) It is the policy of this compact to encourage and 

16 promote local and state initiative in the development. 

17 maintenance, improvement, and administration of educational 

18 systems and institutions in a manner which will accord with 

19 the needs dnd advantages of diversity among localities and 

20 states. 

21 (3) The party states recognize that each of them has 

22 an interest 1n the quality and quantity of education 

23 furn1shej in each of the other states. as well as in the 

24 excellence of its own educational systems and institutions. 

25 bec3use of the h1qhly mooile character of individuals within 
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the nation and because the products and services 

contributing to the heal thr welfare, and economic 

advancement of each state are supplied in significant part 

by persons educated in other states. 

Article II. 

State 'lefined. 

As used in this compact. "state" means a 

or possession of the United States, 

state• territory. 

the District of 

Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

(1) The 

Article lllo 

The Commission. 

education commission of the states, 

hereinafter callea •the commission•, is hereh~ established. 

The commission shall consist of seven members representing 

each party state. One of such members shall be the governor; 

two shall be members of the state legislature selected by 

1ts respective houses and servtng in such lldnner as the 

legislature may determine; and four shall be appointed by 

and serve at the pleasure of the governor. unless the Jaws 

of the state ~therwise provide. If the laws of a state 

prevent legi slato·rs from serving on the commission, six 

members shall be appointed and serve at the pleasure of the 

governor, unless the laws of the state otherwise provide. 

In addition to any other principles or requirements which a 

state may es tab 1 ish for the appointment and service of its 
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members of the commission, the guiding principle for th~ 

composition of the membership on the commis~ion from ea~h 

~arty state shal 1 be that the members reprPsentin~ such 

state shall, by virture of their training, eJ~:perience, 

knowledge. or affiliations, be in a position collectivLly to 

reflect broadly the interests of the state government, 

higher education, the state education system, 1 ocal 

education, Ia y and professional, pub! i c and nonpu bl 1 c 

educat1onal leddership. Of those appointees, one shall oe 

the head of a state agency or institution, designated by the 

90vernor, havin~ responsibility for one or more pro~rJms of 

public education. In addition to the members of the 

comm1ssion representing the party states. there may be not 

to exceed ten nonvoting commissioners selectea by the 

5teering committee for terms of 1 year. 5uch commissioners 

:shall represent leading national organizations of 

professional educators or persons concerned with educational 

administration. 

(2) The members of the commission shall be entitled to 

one vote each on the commission. No action of the commission 

shall be binding unless taken at a meetin~ at which a 

majority of the total number of votes on the commisston are 

cast 1n favor thereof. Action of the commission shall be 

only at a meetin~ at which a majority of the commissioners 

are present. The commission shall meet at least once a year. 

-4- Hg 178 
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In its bylaws, and subject to such directions and {6) The commission may borrow, accept. or contract for 

2 limitations as may be contained thereino the commission may 
'~ 

2 the services of personnel from any party jurisdiction. the 

3 d~le~ate the exercise of any of its powers to the steering 3 United States • or any subdivision or agency of the 

4 committee or the executive director, except for the power to 4 aforementioned governments or from any agency of two or more 

o; approve budgets or requests for appropriations. the power to 5 of the party jurisdictions or their subdivisions. 

6 maKe pol icy reco.umendat ions pursuant to Article IV. and 6 ( 7) Th~ commis~ion may accept for any of its purposes 

1 adoption of the annual report pursuant to Article 111(10)• 1 and functions under this compact any 3nd all donations and 

8 {3) The coonmiss ion shal 1 hav<; a seal. 8 yrants of money. equipment, suppl ieso materials and 

9 {41 The commission shall elect annually, from among 9 services, conditional or otherwise, from any state, the 

10 its members, a chairman, wno shall be a governor, a 10 United States, or any other governmental agency or from any 

11 vice-chairman, and a treasurer. The commission shall provide 11 person, firm, association, foundation, or corporation and 

12 for the appointment of an executive director. Such executive 12 may receive, utilize, and dispose of the same. Any aonation 

l3 director shal 1 serve at the pleasure of the commission, and 13 or yrant accepted by the commission pursuant to this 

14 together with the treasurer and such other personnel as the 14 paragraph or services borrowed pursuant to subsection {6) of 

15 commission may deem appropriate shall be bonded in such 15 this Article shall be reported in the annual report of the 

16 amount as the commission shall determine. The executive lo commiSSion. Such report shall include the nature• amount, 

17 director shall be secretary. 17 and conditions, if any, of the donation, grant. or services 

18 Is l Irrespective of the civil service, personnel, or lB borrowed and the identity of the donor or lender. 

19 other mer1t system laws of any of the party states, the 19 (6) fhe commission may establish and maintain such 

20 executive director subject to the approval of the steering 20 facilities as may be necessary for the transacting of its 

21 committee shall appoint, remove, or discharge such personnel 21 business. The commission may acquire. holdo and convey real 

22 as may be necessary for the performance of the functions of 22 and personal property and any interest therein. 

23 the comMISSion, and shall fix the duties and compensation of 23 {9) The comm1ssion shall adopt bylaws for the conduct 

24 such personnel. The commission in 1ts bylaws shall provide 24 of its bus1ness and shall have th~ power to amend and 

25 for tne personnel policies and programs of the commission. 25 rescind these byldwSo The commission shall publish its 
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bylaws in conveniPnt form and shall file a copy thereof and 

a copy of any amendment thereto with the aporopTiate aoency 

vr officer in each of the party states. 

(10) The commission annually shall make to the yov~rnor 

and legislature of each party state~ report covering the 

activities of the commission for the preceding year. lhQ 

commission may make such additional reports as it may deem 

desirable. 

Article IV. 

Powers. 

In addition to authority conferred on the commission by 

other provisions of the compact. the commission may: 

( l) collect. correlate, analyze, and interpret 

information and data concerning educational needs 

resour-cesi-

and 

( 21 encourage and foster research in all aspects of 

education, but with special reference to the desirable scope 

of ins tructiono organa zation. admini strationt and 

instructional methods and standards employed or suitable for 

employment in public educational systems; 

(3) develop proposals for adequate financinq of 

education as a whole and at each of its many levels; 

(41 conduct or participate in research of the types 

referred to in this Article in any instance where the 

commission finds that such research is necessary for the 
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advancement of the purposes and policies of this com~art• 

ut1lizing fully the resources of nat1onal asso~•~trc~,. 

regional compact organazations for hi?her e~ucat1ono ~n~ 

other agencies and institutions, b<>th public and privat••: 

(5) formulate suggested policies and plans for th<> 

am~rov~ment of public education as a who!~ or for any 

segment thereof and make recommendations with n:~:spect 

th~reto available to th~ appropri~te governmental units. 

agencies, an~ publtc offacials; and 

(6) do such other things as may be neces~ary or 

incidental to the aJministratton of any of its authority or 

functions pursuant to this compact. 

(1) 

provide 

Article v. 

Cooperation with Federal Government. 

If the laws of the United States 

or if admanistrative provision 

specifically so 

is ~ade therefor 

~ithan the federal government• the United States may be 

represented on the commission by not to exceed 10 

representatives. Any such representative or repres~ntative~ 

of the United States shall be appotnted and serve in such 

manner as may be provided by or purs~t to federal law and 

may be drawn from any one or more branches of the f~~eral 

government, but no such representative shall have a vote on 

the commission. 

(2) The commission may provide information and mak~ 
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recommendations to any executive or legislative agency or 

officer of the federal go~ernment concerning the common 

-------educational policies of the states and may advise with any 

such agencies or officers concerning any matter of mutual 

interest. 

Article VI. 

Committees. 

{ l) To assist in the expeditious conduct of its 

business when the full commission is not meeting, th~ 

commission shall elect a steering committee of 32 members 

which, subject to the pro~isions of this compact and 

consistent with the policies of the commission, shall be 

constituted and function as provided in the bylaws of the 

commission. One-fourth of the voting memb~rship of the 

steering committee shall consist of governors. one-fourth 

shall consist of legislators, and the remainder shall 

consist of other members of the commission. A federal 

representative on the commission may serve with the steering 

committee, but without vote. The voting member~ of the 

steering committee shall ser~e for terms of 2 years, except 

that members elected to the f1rst steering committee of the 

commission ~hal 1 be elected as follows: 16 for 1 year and 16 

for 2 years. The chairman, vice-chairman, and treasurer of 

the commission shall be memoers of the steering committee 

and, anything in this paragraph to the contrary 
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notwithstanding, shall serve during their continuance in 

these offices. Vacancies in the steering committee shall 

not affect its authority to act, but the commission at its 

next regularly ensuing meeting following the occurrence of 

any vacancy shall fi11 it for the unexpired term. No person 

shall ser~e more than two terms as a member of the steering 

committee; provided that service for a partial term of 1 

year or less may not be counted toward the two-term 

I imitation. 

{ 2) The commission may establish advisory and 

technical committees composed of state, local, and federal 

officials and private persons to advise it with respect to 

any one or more of its functions. Any advisory or technical 

committee mayo on request of the states concerned. be 

established to consider any matter of special concern to two 

or more of the party states. 

(3) The commission may establish such add it i ona1 

committees as its bylaws may provide. 

Article vii. 

Finance. 

( l) The commis~ion shall advise the governor or 

designated officer or officers of each party state of its 

budget and esti~ated expenditures for such period as may be 

requirej by the laws of that party state. Each of the 

comm1ssion•s bud~ets of estimated expenditures shall contain 
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specific recommendations of the amount or amounts to be 

appropriated by each of the party states. 

(2) The total amount of appropriation requests under 

any bud~et shall be apportioned among the party states. In 

making such apportionment, the commission shall devisd and 

employ a formula wh1ch takes equitable account of the 

populations and per capita income levels of the party 

states. 

131 The commission shall not pledge the credit of any 

party states. The comm1ssion may meet any of its obligations 

in whole or in part with funds available to it pursuant to 

Article III(7) of this compact, provided that t~e commission 

takes specific action setting aside such funds prior to 

incurring an obligation to be met in whole or in part tn 

such manner. txcept where the commission mak~s use of funds 

available to it pursuant to Article III(7) thereof, the 

commission shall not incur any obligation prior to the 

allotment of funds by the party states adequate to meet the 

same. 

(4) The commission shall keep accurate accounts of all 

receipts and disbursements. The receipts and disbursements 

of the commission shall be subject to the audit and 

accounting procedures established oy its bylaws. However, 

all receipts and disbursements of funds handled by the 

commission shall be audited yearly by a qualified public 
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accountant, and the report of the audit shall be includea 1n 

and become part of the annual reports of thP commission. 

{S) The accounts of the comm1ssion shall be open at 

any reasonable time for inspection by duly constitute~ 

officers of the party states and by any persons authorized 

by the commission. 

(b) Nothing contained herein shall be construeo to 

prevent commission compliance with laws relating to audit or 

inspection of accounts by or on behalf of any government 

contributing to the support of the commission. 

Article VIII. 

Eligible Parties; Entry Into and Withdrawal. 

{1) This compact shall have as eligable parties all 

~tates, territories. and possessions of the United States, 

the District of Columbia• and the Commonwealth of Puerto 

Rico. In respect of any such jurisdiction not havtny a 

governor, the term •governor"• as used in this compact. 

means the closest equivalent official of such jurisdiction. 

(2) Any state or other eligible JUrisdiction may enter 

into this compact, and it becomes binding thereon when it 

has adoptea th~ same, provided that-~order to enter into 

initial effect• adoption by at least 10 eliqible party 

jurisdictions shall be required. 

[3) Adoption of the compact must be by enactment 

thereof. 
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(4) Any party state may withdraw from this compact by 

enacting a 
~-----~ 

repealing the but statute no such same, 

withdrawal shal I take effect until 1 year after the governor 

of the withdrawing state has given notice in writing Qf the 

withdrawal to the 9overnors of all other party states. No 

withurawal stoal I affect any I iabil i ty already incurred by or 

char~eable to a party state prior to the time of such 

with<lra..-.,a1. 

Article IX. 

Amendments to the Compact. 

Thts compact may be amended by a vote of two-thirds of the 

members of the commission present and voting when ratified 

by ttle 1 egis 1 at ures of two-thirds of the party states. 

Article x. 

Construction and Severaoility. 

Thts compact shall be liberally construed so 

effectuate the purposes thereof. The provisions of this 

as to 

compact 5hall be severable, and if any phrase, clause, 

sentence or provision of this compact is declared to be 

contrary to the constitution of any state or of the Untted 

States or the application thereof to any government, agency, 

person, or circumstance is held invalid, the validity of the 

remainder of tnis compact and the applicability thereof to 

any JOvernment, agency, person, or circumstance shall not be 

affected thereoy. If this compact shall be held contrary to 
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the constitution of any state participating therein, the 

compact sha II remain in~ ful J force and effect 

~tate affected a~ to all severable matters. 

as to tl'le 

Section 2. Appointment of commissioners by legislature 

and governor. (11 Bne--mem&e~ ~Q_~fH8ER~ of the "ontana 

House of Representatives, ONE FROM EACH POLITICAL PARTY, and 

one-•e.be~ JMQ_MEMSfRS of the Montana Senate~E FROM EACH 

POLI!lf!b__f!RT!~ shall be selected by a •ajority of the 

Education Committee of their respective houses to serve on 

the education commission of the states. 

(2~ Fe~ TWO &embers of the education ca.mission of 

the states shall be appointed by the 9overnor, one of whom 

she++ MAT be the superintendent of public instruction. The 

reiD<Iining •embers shall be appointed with due regard for 

those quali f ic at ions specified by Article Ill"( 1) of the 

Co~pact for Education. 

(3) All commission members shall serve for a ter• of 2 

years and •ay be reappointed. 

Section 3. Deposit of money. received expenses of 

commissioners and commission. All money received for the use 

of the commissioners appointed under [section 2] and for the 

pro rata share of the expenses of the education commission 

of the states paid by the state pursuant to Article VII(Z) 

of the c0111pact shall be deposited in the state treasury to 

the credit of an earmarked revenue fund. The commissioners 
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from this stat~ shall o~ allowed and paid their reasonable 

2 expenses while engaged in the performance of their official 

3 

4 

5 

6 

duties. 

Section 4• Filing of bylaws. Pursuant to Ar Licle 

111(9) of the compact, the commission shall file a copy of 

its bylaws and any amendments thereto with the secrP.tary of 

7 state. 

8 Section 5. Effective date. This act is effective upon 

9 ~assage and approval. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 178 

INTRODUCED BY MOORE, ANDERSON, EUOAILY, 

DUSSAULT t BROWN 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO APPROVE ANO ADOPT 

THE COMPACT FOR EDUCATION; PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

Section 1. Compact for education approved. The 

legislature of the state of Montana hereby approves and 

adopts the Compact for Education, which compact is as 

follows: 

( l) 

Compact for Education 

Article I. 

Purpose and Policy. 

It is the purpose of this compact to: 

(a) establish and maintain close cooperation and 

understanding among executive, legislative. professional 

educational. and lay leadership on a nationwide basis at the 

state and local levels; 

(o) provide a forum for the discussion, development. 

crystallization, and recommendation of pub! ic policy 

alternatives in the field of education; 

(C) provide a clearinghouse of information on matters 
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relating to educational problems and how they are being met 

in different places throughout the nation, so that the 

executive and legislative branches of state government and 

of local communities may have ready access to the experience 

and record of the entire country, and so that both lay and 

professional groups 1n the field of education may have 

additional avenues for the sharing of experience and the 

interchange of ideas in the formation of public policy in 

education; and 

(d) facilitate the improvement of state and local 

educational systems so that all of them will be able to .aet 

adequate and desirable goals in a society which requires 

continuous qualitative and quantitative advance in 

educational opportunities, methods, and facilities. 

(2) It is the policy of this compact to encourage and 

promote local and state initiative in the development. 

maintenance, improvement, and administration of educational 

systems and institutions in a manner which will accord with 

the needs and advantages of diversity among localities and 

states. 

(3) The party states recognize that each of them has 

an interest in the quality and quantity of education 

furnished in each of the other states, as well as in the 

excellence of its own educational systems and institutions. 

because of the h1ohly mooile character of inaividuals within 

-2- HB 178 

T H I R D REAITING 



z 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

B 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l1 

18 

19 

zo 

21 

2Z 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0178/0Z 

the nation and because the products and services 

the health, welfare, dOd economic contributing 

adv ance111ent 

to 

of each state are supplied in significant part 

by persons educated in other states. 

Article 11. 

State Defined. 

As used in this compact. "state" means a state. 

or possession of the United States. the 

Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

Article III. 

The Commission. 

territory. 

District of 

(1) The education commission of the states. 

hereinafter called "the commission"• is hereby established. 

The commission shall consist of seven members representing 

each party state. One of such members shall be the governor; 

two shall be me~bers of the state legislature selected by 

its respective houses and serving in such manner as the 

legislature may determine; and four shall be appointed by 

and serve at the pleasure of the governor. unless the laws 

of· the<.c"state otherwise provide. If the laws of a state 

prevent· legislators from serving on the commission~ six 

members shall be appointed and serve at the pleasure of the 

governor, unless the laws of the state otherwise provide. 

In addition to any other principles or requirements which a 

state may establish for the appointment and service of its 
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members of the commission, the guiding principle for the 

composition of the membership on the commission from each 

party state shall be that the members representing such 

state shallt by virture of their training, experience, 

knowledge. or affiliations, be in a position collectivtly to 

reflect broadly the interests of the state government, 

higher education, the state education 

education• lay dOd prc'fessionalo public 

edUCdtional leadershiP• Of those appointees, 

system, local 

and nonpubl ic 

one shall be 

the head of a Stdte <lgency or institution, designated by the 

governor, having responsibility for one or more projr<lms of 

public education. In addition to the members of the 

com~ission representing the party states, there may be not 

to exceed ten nonvoting commissioners selected by the 

steering committee for ter~s of 1 year. Such commissioners 

shall represent leading national organizations of 

professional educators or persons concerned with educational 

administration. 

(2J The members of the commission shall be entitled to 

one vote each on the commission. No action of the commission 

sh<lll be binding unless taken at a meeting at which a 

maJOrity of the total number of votes on the commission are 

cast in favor thereof. Action of the commission shall be 

only at a meetin~ at which a majority of the commissioners 

are present. The coMmission shall meet at least once a year. 
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In its bylawso and subject to sue h directions and 

limitations as may be contained therein, the commission may 

delegate the exercise of any of its powers to the steering 

co~ittee or the executive director, except for the power to 

approve budgets or requests for appropriations. the power to 

make policy recommendations pursuant to Article Iv. and 

adoption of the annual report pursuant to Article 111(10)• 

(3) The commission shall have a seal. 

(4) The commission shall elect annua11y, from among 

its members, a chairman, who shall be a governor, a 

vice-chairman, and a treasurer. The commission shall provide 

for the appointMent of an executive director. Such executive 

director shall serve at the pleasure of the commission, and 

together with the treasurer and such other personnel as the 

commission may deem appropriate shall be bonded in such 

amount as the commission shall determine. The executive 

director shall be secretary. 

(51 Irrespective of the civil service, personnel, or 

other merit system laws of any of the party states, the 

executive director subject to the approval of the steering 

committee shall appoint• remove, or discharge such personnel 

as may be necessary for the performance of the functions of 

the commission, and shall fix the duties and compensation of 

such personnel. The commission in its bylaws shall provide 

for the personnel policies and programs of the commission. 
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(6) The commission may borrow, accepto or contract for 

the services of personnel from any party jurisdiction. the 

United States. or any subdivision or agency of the 

aforenentioned governments or from any agency of two or aore 

of the party jurisdictions or their subdivisions. 

{7) The commission may accept for any of its purposes 

and functions under this compact any and all donations and 

grants of .oneyo equipment. supplies. Materials and 

services, conditional or otherwise, from any state • the 

United States, or any other governmental agency or from any 

person, firm, association, foundation, or corporation and 

may receive. utilizeo and dispose of the same. Any donation 

or grant accepted by the commission pursuant to this 

paragraph or services borrowed pursuant to subsection (b) of 

this Article shall be reported in the annual report of the 

commission. Such report shall include the nature. amounto 

and conditions, if any, of the donation, granto or services 

borrowed and the identity of the donor or lender. 

(8) The commission may establish and maintain such 

facilities as may be necessary for the transacting of its 

business. The commission may acquire. hold, and convey real 

and personal property and any interest therein• 

of 

(9) The commission shall adopt bylaws for the conduct 

its business and shall have the power to amend and 

rescind these byluws. The commission shall publish its 
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bylaws in convenient form and shall file a copy thereof and 

a copy of any amendment thereto with the appropriate agency 

or officer in each of the party states. 

(10) The commission annually shall make to the governor 

and leg1slature of each party state a report covering the 

activities of the commission for the preceding year. The 

commission may make such additional reports as it may deem 

desirable. 

Article IV. 

Powers. 

In addition to authority conferred on the co~ission by 

other provisions of the compact, the commission may: 

( 1) collect. correlate, 

information and data concerning 

resources; 

(2) encourage and foster 

analyze. and interpret 

educational needs and 

research in all aspects of 

education. but with special reference to the desirable scope 

of instruct ion. organization, administration. and 

instructional methods and standards employed or suitable for 

employment in public educational systems; 

(3) develop proposals for adequate financing of 

education as a whole and at each of its many levels; 

(4) conduct or participate in research of the types 

referred to in this Article in any instance where the 

commission finds that such research is necessary for the 
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advancement of the purposes and policies of this compact• 

utilizing fully the resources of national associations. 

regional compact organizations for higher education, and 

other agencies and institutions, both public and private> 

(5) formulate suggested policies and plans for the 

improvement of public education as a whole or for any 

segment there~f and make recommendations with respect 

thereto avail,able to tM<e appropriate governmental. units. 

agencies, ana public officials> and 

{6) do such other things as may be necessary or 

incidental to the administration of any of its authority or 

functions pursuant to this compact. 

( 1 J 

provide 

Article v. 

Cooperation With Federal Government. 

If the laws of the United States specifically so 

or if administrative provision is made therefor 

within the federal .government, the United States may be 

represented on the commission by not to exceed 10 

representatives •. Any such representative or representatives 

of the United States shall be appointed and serve in such 

manner as may be provided by or pursuant to federal law and 

may be drawn from any one or more branches of the federal 

government. but no such representative shall have a vote on 

the commission. 

(2) The commission may provide information and make 
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executive or legislative agency or 

government concerning the com~n 

educational policies of the states and may advise with any 

such agencies or officers concerning any matter of mutual 

interest. 

Article Vlo 

Committees. 

(1) To assist in the expeditious conduct of its 

business when the full commission is not meeting, the 

commission shall elect a steering committee of 32 members 

whicho subject to the provisions of this compact and 

consistent with the policies of the commission, shall be 

constituted and function as provided in the bylaws of the 

commission. One-fourth of the voting membership of the 

steering committee shall consist of governors, one-fourth 

shall consist of legislators, and the remainder shall 

consist of other members of the commission. A federal 

representative on the commission may serve with the steering 

committee, but without vote. The voting members of the 

steering committee shall serve for terms of 2 years, except 

that members elected to the first steering committee of the 

commission shal I be elected as follows: 16 for 1 year and 16 

for 2 years. The chairman, vice-chairman, and treasurer of 

the commission shall be members of the steering committee 

and, anything in this paragraph to the contrary 
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notwithstanding, shall serve during their continuance in 

these offices. vacancies in the steering committee shall 

not affect its authority to act, but the commission at its 

next regularly ensuing meeting following the occurrence of 

any vacancy shall fill it for the unexpired term. No person 

shall serve more than two terms as a ~mber of the steering 

committee; provided that service for a partial term of 1 

year or less may not be counted toward the two-term 

limitation. 

( 2) The commission fttay establish 

technical committees composed of stateo local, 

advisory and 

and federal 

officials and private persons to advise it with respect to 

any one or more of its functions. Any advisory or technical 

committee mayo on request of the states concerned, be 

established to consider any matter of special concern to two 

or more of the party states. 

(3) The commission may establish such 

committees as its bylaws may provide. 

Article VII. 

Finance. 

additional 

(1) The commission shall advise the governor or 

designated officer or officers of each party state of its 

budget and estimated expenditures for such period as may be 

required by the laws of that party state. Each of the 

comma ssi on• s bu d:o~ets of estimated expenditures shalt contain 
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specific recommendations of the amount or amounts to be 

appropriated by each of the party states. 

(2) The total amount of appropriation requests under 

any budget shall be apportioned among the party states. In 

making such apportionment, the commission shall devise and 

employ a formula which ta~es equitable account of the 

populations and per capita income levels of the party 

states. 

(3) The co .. ission shall not pledge the credit of any 

party states. The commission may meet any of its obliqations 

in whole or in part with funds available to it pursuant to 

Article 111(7) of this c~pact, provided that the commission 

takes specific action setting aside such funds prior to 

incurring an obligation to be met in whole or in part in 

such aanner. Except where the c~ission makes use of funds 

available to it pursuant to Article 111(7) thereof, the 

commission shall not incur any obligation prior to the 

allotment of funds by the party states adequate to meet the 

sa .e. 

(4) The commission shall keep accurate accounts of all 

receipts and disbursements. The receipts and disburseMents 

of the commission shall be subject to the audit and 

accounting procedures established by its bylaws. However, 

all receipts and disbursements of funds handled by the 

co~ission shall be audited yearly by a qualified public 
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accountant, and the report of the audit shall be included in 

and become part of the annual reports of the commission. 

{5) The accounts of the commission shall be open at 

any reasonabl~ time for inspection by Quly constitute6 

officers of the party states and by any persons authorized 

by the commission. 

(61 Nothing contained herein shall be construea to 

prevent com.ission compliance with laws relating to audit or 

inspection of accounts by or on behalf of any government 

contributing to the support of the commission. 

Article VIII. 

Eligible Parties; tntry Into and Withdrawal. 

(l) This compact shall have as eligible parties all 

stateso territories, and possessions of the United States, 

the District of Columbia. and the Commonwealth of Puerto 

Rico. In respect of any such jurisdiction not having a 

governor, the term •governor•• as used in this compact• 

means the closest equivalent official of such jurisdiction. 

(2) Any state or other eligible JUrisdiction may enter 

into this compact, and it becomes binding thereon when it 

has adopted the saae, provided that in order to enter into 

initial effecto adoption by at least 10 eligible party 

jurisdictions shall be required. 

{3) Adoption of the compact must be by enactment 

thereof. 
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(4) Any party state may withdraw from this compact by 

enacting a statute repealing the sameo but no such 

withdrawal shall take effect until 1 year after the governor 

of the withdrawing state has given notice in writing of the 

withdrawal to the governors of all other party states. No 

withdrawal sltall affect any liability already incurred by or 

chargeable to a party state prior to the time of such 

witharawal. 

Article IX. 

Amendments to the Compact. 

This compact may be amended by a vote of two-thirds of the 

members of the commission present and voting when ratified 

by the legislatures of two-thi~ds of the party states. 

Article x. 

Construction and Severability. 

This compact shall be liberally construed so as to 

effectuate the purposes thereof. The provisions of this 

compact shall be severable, and if any phrase, clause, 

sentence or provision of this compact is declared to be 

contrary to the constitution of any state or of the United 

States or the application thereof to any government. agency. 

person, or circumstance is held invalid, the validity of the 

remainder of this compact and the applicability thereof to 

any government, agency, person, or circumstance shall not be 

affected thereoy. If this compact shall be held contrary to 
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the consti~ution of any state particip~ing therein• the 

cowtpact shall remain in full force and effect as to the 

state affected as to all severable matters. 

Section 2· Appointaent of co-issioners by legislature 

and governor. ( 11 er.e---111~,. !!!Q.2!EMBER~ of the Montana 

House of Representatives~E FROM EACH PQLlTlCAL PARTYo and 

one-•eebe,. JMQ_KEMSfRS of the Montana SenateL_QNE FROM £~CH 

POLITlCAL PARTY* shall be selected by a aajority or the 

Education Committee Gf ·their respective houses to serve on 

the education co.mission of the stetes. 

(2) Fo- TWO -RiberS: of the educcrtion cu.u~~iSsion of 

the states shall be appointed by the governor, one of w~ 

~he++ MAY be the superintendent of public instruction. The 

re.ainJnq .ambers shall be appointed with due regard for 

those qualifications specified by Article III'(lJ of the 

Compact for Education. 

(3) All ·com•i ss.ion 111e111bers shall serve for a term of 2 

years and •ay be reappointed. 

Section 3. Deposit of money. received expenses of 

colllfllissioners and collllllission. All ·11oney received for the use 

of the commissioners appointed under [section 2] and for the 

pro rata share of the expenses of the education cOIIImiss·ion 

of the states paid by the state pursuant to Article Vl1(2) 

of the compact shall be deposited in the state treasury to 

the cred1t of an earmarked revenue fund. The commissioners 
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from this stat~ shall be allowed and paid their reasonable 

2 expenses while engaged in the performance of their official 

3 duties. 

Section 4. Filing of bylaws. Pursuant to ArtICle 4 

5 

6 

111(91 of the compact. the commission shall file a copy of 

its bylaws and any amendments thereto with the secretary of 

7 state. 

8 Section 5. Effective date. This act is effective upon 

9 passage and approval. 

-End-
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