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1 whether the contested offenses are supported by proof beyond 

2 INTRJOJC:OO 

IJJ~ ~~-r 
3 

2 a reasonable doubt in cases involving a youth alleged to be 

3 delinquent or in need of supervision. If the hearing is 

4 A BILL FG~ AN ACT E~TITL~D: "A1 ACT T~ ALLOri PU~LICITY 4 before a jury, the jury•s function shall be to determine 

5 CONCER:'-lii~G THE li)ENTITY OF AN PK·~cSTt:D YUL:TH t.~JD YOUTH COUc=:T 5 whether the youth committed the contested offenses. If th• 

" p,~;,CG'OI,:GS L<VDLVING A YOUHi PROCEfDtC.. AGAINST AS Ot<. f'JlJ>It) 6 hearing is before the youth court judge without a jury, the 

7 T'"' ~-:..: A ...;[LI~·~-.!JC~~T YCUTH JR YD!JT!-: I~i ~Et') LlF SUPFRVISIL=:t; TC 7 judge shall make and record his findings on all issues. If 

.3 PR~VIDE THAT THE PUaLIC AND THi ~EDIA ~AY NOT 3E EXCLUDED 8 the allegations of the petitions ar~ not established at the 

~ ~~21 S~Crl PRUCEEDI~GS; AMENDING SECTIO~ 41-5-521, ~CA; A~D 9 hearing, the youth court shall dismiss the petition and 

10 ~~PE~LING SECTIO~ 41-5-601, MCA.• 10 discharge the youth from custody. 

11 11 (3) An adjudicatory hearing shell be recorded verbatim 

12 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTA~A: 12 by w~atever m•dns the court considers appropriate. 

13 Section 1. Section 41-5-521, ~CA, is amended to reao: 13 (4) The youth char~ed in a petition ~ust be present at 

14 "41-5-521. Adjudicatory hearing. (1) Prior to any 14 the hearing and, if brought from detention to the hearing, 

15 acjudi~3tory nearing, the court shall determine whether the 15 may not appear clotheo in institutional clothing. 

15 youtr. 'dwits or denies the offenses alleged in the petition. 16 {5) In a hearing on a petition under this section, the 

17 If tr.e youth denies all offenses ~llegea in the petition, 17 genera 1 pub 1 i c .awL_t.<:-'ILJ:.:i.ltllt.ali~f-iUibl.lr;_lnfw::lllll.UW 

1t3 ~he youtht his parent, guardian, or attarn~y may de~and a 18 ws:.>LlS! may not be excluded e~e .. !'i:-wl'lel"'-'lol'le-eettt"'l:-de'loe .. !lli-l"'e~-., 

19 jury trial on such contest~d offenses. I• the abs~nce ~f 19 ele~ed-l'lee~i-1"19-"'e-be-+n-'lol'le-yett"'h•~-be~i:-+~'lo~t"e~i:. 

20 such demano, a jury trial is waived. If the yo~th jenies 20 (6) If, on the basis of a valid admission by a youth 

21 S01t~ off~il~2S ~na admits ctM~rs, th~ contested cffer1s~s ~ay 21 of th~ alleg~tions of the p!t~tion or after the hearin~ 

22 be dis~issec in the jiscretion of the yout~ court judge. The 22 requ~reD by this section, a youth is found to be a 

23. adjudicatory hearing shall be set im~ediately and accorded d Z3 delin~u~nt youth or a youth in need of supervision, the 

24 pr~f~rantial ~riority. Z't c~ilrt shall schedule a dispositiandl he3ring under this 

25 (2) An adjudicatory hearing shall be held to determin~ 25 chapter. 
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1 (7) Wnen a jury trial is required in a case, it may be 

2 held before a jury selected as provided in Title 25t chapter 

3 

.. 
5 

1, part 2, and HeReCiv.p., Rule 47•" 

Section 2. R~pealer. Section 

repealed. 

-End-
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41-5-60h HCA, is 


