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HOUSE 153 
BILL NO. --- - ~ ~ 4 

'IH?'Q.3J ~,-PJ..eL~ 
~/ ~ , l< .{( t:-'""' nvJ .-~----rJ.()A,.A._. 

liecr <: r 

ACT ~0 AMEND SECTION 

3-10-1019 MCA, TO AUTHORIZE THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

CCMMISSICNERS TO CONSTITUTE A JUSTICE"S COURT IN EACH CITY 

HAVlhG A POPULATION OF GVER 5,000 AND TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY 

AND COUNTY TO COMBINE THE OFFICES OF JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 

AND CITY JUDGE." 

3E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 3-10-~t MCAt is amended to read: 

"3-10-101. Number and location of justices• courts 

Qytb~atlAD--~gm~wjth cjty c~. (1) There must be 

at least one justice•s court in each county of the state~ 

:.Wlktl_iilun-~~t~-tb~a;unt,.v_.:;,~gL. 

Ill The board of county commissioners of each coun·ty 

of the state shall have authority to constitute~ 

i;U_>~L-iL-~>l.Cll®LL--~~SIU..I. one additional 

justice•s court :dl.iJ;JJ__may_~_lg~~nxWJ~ in +<t~ 

~~5~~et+v~ ~ countyy-es-the-eee~d-de~m~-~~ee~seryi~O~ 

.uu_ poe additional lustiU!..:;,_~u_l~___in-~ 

23 ti~ __ llaxi.Dw.-.a-JL~J:WllgLl>l.C_ci_W££L_u.IHl.~--W:.!l~!Lio 

24 ~.t.l,;mJ:U· 

25 trt--Sfte-ju~ttee&s-eeur~-tft-eeeh-eeuftty-mu~t-be-+eeeteri 
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e<t-~he-eouftty-seety-eftd-the-boe~--e~--eeuftty--e~+~~tefter~ 

she++-~etermtfte-the-+eeet+eft-e~-the-ether-ju~t+ee&e-eeurt-+ft 

tte-ree~eet+ve-eeuftty• 

Ill- A c ; tv b altl.n~llUJ.gLiAO-gf oyer 5 ,Ul.Q!Lmay.~-12$ 

res oJ ut.i.olu.~~_ttu:_hgaLii-Af-=Wlt¥__kQmm I s s i one r.:;,__t.g 

~~lt.ute a just i ce•s cgurt in._:t.b.e__~;it:tL-A-,l.u.:;,:ti~!s~.tt 

shall be ~1.:;,~~~-lL-tbt: bgard QL_~:t.y 

kQIIIlB i ssj pnetL..QJUU:.mw.:;,_.t~.ll.ell-bV tespl.Ji:tiQIU. 

( 4) A j u stls;.~ tile ge ace g~__~;.Q.IId~.:;,.t~~ 

~.o.t._t.p_.:;,ubutll.wLi2.l.-lii~-Q!;.i,_a:;_j;tJi)_~-lJ,u1~~Qil 

~ge gf a ci.t¥-ordjnaoce~borjzjng such actjpn and upgo 

~~QYA!__Qf__tbe Q[djnaoce bX _ _.[£.5,glut,jon of_±be_bg~ 

~o~Jillll.i.:;,.:;Qo.eu. If suc!L_;m_-P.[~~--'ID!L.....:;,~b--.a 

u~lut.lwl-~-~.:i..!ld• the c: i ~-'ID~__~;wmt.~~ll-iW1&1: 

i nt,Q an ag t~t._f~~t..i.gngi.il_J;!~XJ~Wnt_.ill_ttu:_j\LHlr.!il!..:i. 

.:;,~~.:i.t.1bli..:;,b.e.!L1WQ.e.c_2=.~~-aw1_.l:~l:ZQL._a.o!L_f.Q.t 

~QWl.tliQil>l~li:.imb.J.I.U~lllli!ll:LfJu:J.!:li!_u~LLl.tilll.ie.:i.&" 

~fLilD~• Section 2. Offices of city judge ~nd 

justice of the peace combined. The offices of city judge and 

justice of the peace may be combined if a justice of the 

peaca is authorized in a city pursuant to 3-lu-101. 

-End-

- 2 - I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
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Approved by Committee 
on Judici•ry 

3-10-lOlo MCAo TO AUTHORIZE THE 0\0ARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS TO CONSTITUTE A JUSTICE'S COURT IN EACH CITY 

HAVING A POPULATION OF GVER 5o000 ANO TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY 

AND CDUNTY TO COMolNE THE OFFICES OF JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 

ANO CITY JUDGE." 

3E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE GF MO~TANA: 

S~ction 1. Section 3-10-~, MCA, is rlmended to redd: 

"3-10-101. Number and location of justices• courts 

i;UU..blll..iZ.Sl:tl{UL_:lQ~~!Ulli:-.ltilb..~~.<Utl• ( 1) Ther~ must be 

at least one justice•s court in each county of the state~ 

~i~t_wu~~LQ~~~~-~-~~wUOt¥-~~~~· 

lZl The boar~ of county commissioners of each county 

of the state shall have authority to constitute£ 

1~1--~~--1~---~QO~~~-~~~~~~~ one '>d<:'i t i on""l 

just i ce• s court Jdl.i~tL_w~ __ ll.!L.~~~-~DXltb~Li:. in +t:~ 

~~speet:+ve kbe countyT-es-t:~e-~&ere-eeems-"eeesseryi_gn~ 

~1--gn~~~tiQoal iusti~~--~Lt--1~~-_in __ aa~b 

2 3 tit~ __ ba.ltin~-.Ji.QJ:Wl.U, i ao of ~-~iU~-ULOlli.di:IL.iD 

24 ~~~tilLO-.l.ll· 

25 t~t--8"e-just:fee&s-eeur~-+"-eee~-eo~"t:y-m~st:-be-+oeet:ed 
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et:-~~e-eeu"~y-see~T-e"d-~~e-bee~--ef--eeu"~y--e~ss+e"ers 

~~e++-dete~m+"e-t~e-+eee~+e"-ef-t~e-et:~er-just:+ee&s-eeur~-+" 

+~s-res~eet:+ve-eeu"tY• 

i.ll...-A--klt.lL~ltiD~PJl].~iml-.tlf. over 5.ulWL.aill1-D:.~t 

~lW..ilua.....t.eQUeli_J;WL1ul,ud_.Qf.~.I.W.4--'Cmm i s s j goer s _to 

kQm.J;it.u.t&~lli ce• s court ln..the c j 1¥• A~:U"!.s....km.!Lt. 

~.b<~.l..L.IUL!!tlilb.lilbeil....iiLt.ll"' cit~ _iL....t..be _ _u~o.f.__!;..W.WU 

~~ill.i>Ul~.L.<IIlru:.mt.e.Lt~--L.I;UlY~-tLx~lu.t..i~ 

l!tL._A_._.Ui~:U~e_.Qf._j;~-~-_of.....g_!:,~ODllilJ.a:tjlij 

I<JJL~ao t to ~ull~tl.i.oLLlll-IDll-~~:o....t.be--'il¥--llldQ.e-WloD 

~~~.L.iLtil;¥_g.uliD,;uu;~_swtb.oLi.z.ln il such act ioo_.an~ 

~~Qltal..._o.f_tbe __ Q~irl~-tt~-~ll.lu.t..i.orl_.Qf._1..b.e.__~o.f 

kQUUI.¥-~mmillioneL~--I1-~b--~-o~~~--.and-~~b--a 

u~l.ulillll-->l.Gl.--~~.lh.-t.ll~.t~-.an!lJlle~o~llt.¥-hll.iill~ 

iD~~~l!i:.!Ll!D.:t_fQL>U:~tiQD.a:l&._ .. ~~:JU:.nt._Qf.....t.b.li:.J~~i~!~ 

!i~L¥-a.Li:.~Llbli~~.d_Jm.d.eL_~l!l.=Z.ll.Lilll.d_:l=ll.:::2.Q.Z __ aru.L_Lo.t: 

JLC>Wotl.ion.a:!&._LeiJnb.~~:L..foL-.tb.!Lu~_oLliic.lll1 · ~~" 

~~SELllD~~ Section 2. Offices of city ju lge and 

justice of the ~~ace combined. Tne offices 0f city judye ~nd 

justice of the peace may be combined if a justice of the 

peaca is authorized in 2 city pursu?.nt to 3-10-101. 

-End-

-2- SECOND R E A D I N G 

~\~ "l~~ 
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HOUSE 153 

~~~.~£~LtdJ4-e 
. l<r#c,\ ..... trvJ 't))~a-o.... 

ll~ul e~ 
ACT ~0 AMEND SECTION 

3-10-lOlt KCA, TO AUTHORIZE THE !.IOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS TO CONSTITUTE A JUSTICE 0 S COURT IN EACH CITY 

HAVIhG A POPULATION OF OVER 5,000 AND TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY 

AND COUNTY TO COHoiNE THE OFFICES OF JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 

AND CITY JUDGE." 

3E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 3-10-LUJ, MCA, is amended to read: 

"3-10-101. Number and location of justices• courts 

~uthorjzatLQD__~ombjne with cjty court. (1) There must be 

at least one justice•s court in each county of the state~ 

lll.b.ll;h_~be 1 gs:at.elL~~aWlt.L-.:a~.U· 

!ki The board of county commissioners of each county 

of the state shall have authority to constitute£ 

!~~__a.:a__Lt._ cgosjders ~e.:a.:;~ one additional 

justice's court whjcb may ~_lgcat,ed anywbi:ce in +~~ 

respeet+Ye 1b& countyy-e~-the-eeerd-deem~-fteee~~ery~_aog 

(b) aoe addjtjg_oal justi~--~Lt__located jo each 

23 tit.L_batin~--•LJl . .oSlJl].ati.ll1L..JLf~ s.ooo, as_j;jLQl£.i.W:Q..iD 

24 ~tjoo (3). 

25 t~t--9ne-j~~~+ee&~-e~r~+n-eee~-ee~nty-m~~~-be-+eeeted 
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et-t~e-eeunty-~ee~y-end-the-boerd--e~--ee~n~y--eemm+~~+ener~ 

~~e+~-determ+ne-~he-+eee~+en-e~-t~e-e~her-ju~t+ee&~-eeurt-+n 

+t~-re~pee~+ve-eeunty• 

.L.ll--"-til.:t.--.lli'lltilw-a p.opul .at.i.olL.of gye r 5.LCWL81<~.¥.a....ti:.Jt 

~W.l.ow.~i:.U_t,!w_boau;l_.of_i;_PUOU-'llllili.ss i gners to 

~~~ a justjce•s court in_the cit¥• A-~~~~ct. 

.:a1lilll.-WL.e.:aL!lU I sbed J o_~~-lL_t.bi:--h~.of_!;..QWli;.j( 

kll.Jllllilllooers apprQn.:a_j;Wl~~ta~lJ.I.t..i2D.a 

"'"'' ~--Df a courj; con:i!ilW;w;l 

~ant t.o .:a~i go C:3l-lll9..X_.;u;,~.:;~--kilX-~--Wl!.W. 

passage of a cjj;y ordjnaoce_.aut.borjzjng sucb act,ign and ypgo 

~oxal .of t.be ordlo~ __ U.Jt_-L£.:a.oluti 0 n of j;be_bgard gf 

count.x ~IUil.:ill.oDi:L.:a.&--ll-~--.i.lll-__o.u1.L.Ilil.w:,e aog such _a 

u.:aDl uti oo ~~~e_tiU .. iliHLt.lle.-kwm.t.ll. sbaJJ eoJ;et 

lot.iL.a~ili:llli:DL.f.PJ:JU:..QIWl:li.allil:ti:..~ll.~ot._g£_tlle._ju.:a.tl~ 

~LJ_as established yoder 3-10-~and 3-~~..anQ__fg£ 

~gportiQDat.e rejmbursemeot fot_the_u~f.akili!ie.:aA• 

NEW sec~. Section 2. Offices of city judge and 

justice of the peace combined. The offices of city jucge and 

justice of the peace may be combined if a justice of the 

peace is authorized in a city pursuant to 3-10-101. 

-End-

-2-

T H I R D R E A D I N G 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 153 

INTPOOUCEO BY W)LLIAMSt KEEDYt BLAYLOCK, H)MSLt 

TURNAGE, KEMMISt KITSELMAN, MclANE, 

BENGTSON, FABREGAt lOWE, HAGER 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

3-10-101t MCAt TO AUTHORIZE THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS TO CONSTITUTE A JUSTICE'S COURT IN EACH LilY 

HAVING A POPULATION OF OVER S,OQO AND TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY 

AND COUNTY TO COMBINE THE OFFICES OF JUSTICE OF THe PEACE 

ANO CITY JUDGE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 3-10-101• MCA, is amended to read: 

"3-10-101. Number and location of justices• courts 

~utbQ!~~~!~2~!2-fQ~bi~~-~ith_£l!Y-~£!• Ill There must be 

at least one justice's court in each county of the state~ 

~bif~-~~st_~~-!2fat~Q_~!_!b~_£Qy~-~t· 

til The board of county commissioners of each county 

of the state shall have authority to constitut~~ 

i~l __ as __ i! ___ f~Sider~--_n~~~~~~ one additional 

JUStice's court whlch_~y __ be ___ 1Q£~te2__2~b~ in ~~5 

~~~p~~t~•~ !he countyy-a~-~h~-ee~-d~e~~-~eee~~a~yi_~g 

1~l--2~~~~gitl~~!_j~~tice~--f2~rt__loca!ed _ _in __ ~ 

fi!Y __ h~~l~g __ ~ __ QQQ~!~!io~--Q!_~~r--2•000~~~_£rovid~g~ 
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~~!"!H£!12!!_ l.J.! • 

t~t--B"e-Jti5~+ee£~-ee~~t-~n-eeeh-eo~ty-~~~-ee-+aee~ed 

et-the-e~nty-~~at.-and-the-heard--af--eenn~y--ee~~~~efter~ 

~he++-d~te~~+~-the-+eeet+cn-ef-the-e~her-Jb~t~ee£~-eea~t-~n 

~~-~e~pe~t+•e-e~~yr 

il! __ ~ __ fi!Y--~~~~ng_~-QQQ~1at!QD_Qi_g~r_2~0o~~ 

r~~2!~!l2~~-r~~~~!_th~-~~~r2--2_f __ £~D!~-f2~~lssign~--1Q 

fQ~~!i!~!~--~-1~~!!~~~~-~~~rt_in_!b~-f~t~~-~~~tice~-£~ 

~b~1 L!2!L~g~!"!!l "h~!Lin_ tt'~-c ; !l' __ i!___t~~!!~f!_Qi__£2unt v 

~2~~i~2i2~~£~-~Q~£2Y~-t~r~~~i!_!!x_r~i2lutiQn~ 

i~l--~--~2!if~ __ Qf __ !~-2~~--2f~_£~£! constttuted 

Q~£~~~~!_!g_sub~~~!i2~_1ll_~~~~~b~_£l!%__judge __ upon 

Q~~~~q~_Qf_~_Ci!Y_Q£Qin~rrf~-~~!b2£l~i~~~-~f!iOa_~uf!_UQOn 

~QQ!QY~! __ Qf _ _!b~ __ Qrf!iD~f£_~---r~~l~ti~-2!-~-~~d of 

£2~~!Y_f2~~l2~i2~r~ __ !_f __ 2uch ~~--o~din~n~--~-~fh__~ 

£~22l~!l2D--~--~~~Q~b~_£l!Y_2D2-!~~f2~D!l'-!~L!-~~ 

i~t2-~~-~gr~~~n!_!Q!_Q£2QQrtio~~~l'~~!_of_!~~~!lce•~ 

2.al ~!L~L~ tdb !i~~~1-~~der_I~!Q::£QLiillQ __ l~!..!:.~Q.L~ for 

Q£QQQ~ti~~t~-L~i~!"!~r2~~~!_for_~-~-of_!~i!~ies.N 

NE~-~f~!!Q~~ Section 2. Off1ces of city JUdge and 

justice of the peace combined. The offices of city judge and 

JUStice of the peace may be combined if a juStiCe of the 

peace is authorized in a city pursuant to 3-10-101. 

-End-

~ E F E R E ~ C l B I l l 
-2- HD 153 


