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~lth Legislature LC 0657/01 

1 HOOSE BILL NO • .....J.!IQ._ az:z ____ _ 2 INTRODUCED BY 

3 a7'.t~QUEST-; 
It THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

5 

6 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ADOPT PROCEDURES FOR 

7 LOCAL GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES; TO REQUIRE APPROVAL AS TO FORH 

8 OF PETITIONS AND PREPARATION OF BALLOT STATEMENTS.• 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 Section 1. Petition sub•ission for approval 

12 statement of purpose and implication. {1) Before a petition 

13 may be circulated for signatures, a sasple petition aust be 

lit submitted in the for~ in which it will be circulated to the 

15 county election administrator for approval as to form. The 

16 election administrator shall review the sample petition to 

17 ensure compliance with 7-5-131 and T-5-132. 

18 (2) The county election administrator shall refer a 

19 copy of the sample petition sheet to the attorney for the 

20 local government unit for preparation of the ballot 

21 stateaent. The local government attorney shall prepare a 

22 concise ballot statement not exceeding 100 words. This 

23 stateaent must be an accurate and impartial explanation of 

21t the purpose of the proposed ballot issue in plaint easily 

25 understood language. The statement may not be an argument 
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LC 0657/01 

and may not be written so as to create prejudice for or 

against the issue. The statement prepared pursuant to this 

subsection, unless altered by court order 9 must be used as 

the petition title and the ballot statement if the issue is 

placed on the ballot. 

(3) At the ti•e the statement of purpose is prepared, 

the attorney shall prepare a statement of the l•pllcation of 

a vote for and a statesent of the i•plicatlon of a vote 

against the ballot issue. Each state•ent of !•plication .ay 

be no more than 25 words and must be In sl•ple, Impartial 

language that clearly explains the meaning of a vote for or 

a vote against the Issue. Each statement of implication 

prepared pursuant to this section, unless altered by a court 

order, is to be used on the petition and the ballot if the 

issue is placed on the ballot. The statements of !•plication 

must be placed beside the diagram provided for marking of 

the ballot in a manner similar to the following example: 

r=J FOR weekly commission •eetings 

[] AGAINST weekly co.aission meetings 

(It) If the petition is rejected as to form, the 

election administrator MUst send written notice to the 

person who submitted the sample petition within 10 days 

after submission of the sample. 

(5) If the petition is approved as to form, the 

election ad•inistrator shall send written notice to the 
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1 person vho sub•itted the sa~le petition vlthln 21 days 

2 after submission of the sa•ple. This notice .ust include the 

3 ballot statement and the statements of i•plication prepared 

~ 

5 

by the local govern•ent attorney. 

Section z. Petition -- ti~ li•lt. All petition 

6 signatures .ust be collected and filed vithln 90 days of the 

1 date of the notice that the petition has been approved as to 

B for•• 

9 Section 3. Codification Instruction. Sections 1 and 2 

10 are Intended to be codified as an integral part of Title T, 

11 chapter 5, part 1; and the provisions of T-5-131 through 

lZ 7-5-137 apply to sections 1 and z. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 

" ~OUE'T "' 

INTRODUCED BY 

_J.!lQ_ 

Approved by Comm. 
on Local Government 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITlED: •AN ACT TO ADOPT PROCEDURES FOR 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES; TO REQUIRE APPROVAL AS TO FOR~ 

OF PETITIONS AND PREPARATION OF BALLOT STATEMENTS•" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1• Petition sub~ission for approval 

stateMent of purpose and implication. (1~ Before a petition 

may be circulated for signatures, a sample petition .ust be 

submitted in the for~ in which it will be circulated to the 

county election administrator for approval as to form. The 

election administrator shall review the sample petition to 

ensure compliance with 7-5-131 and 7-5-132• 

(2) The county election administrator shall refer a 

copy of the sample petition sheet to the attorney for the 

local government unit for preparation of the ballot 

statement. The local government attorney shall prepare a 

concise ballot statement not exceeding 100 words. This 

statement must be an accurate and impartial explanation of 

the purpose of the proposed ballot issue in plain, easily 

understood language. The statement may not be an argument 
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and may not be written so as to create prejudice for or 

against the issue. The statement prepared pursuant to this 

subsection, unless altered by court order, must be used as 

the petition title and the ballot statement if the issue is 

placed on the ballot. 

(3) At the time the statement of purpose is prepared, 

the attorney shall prepare a statement of the Implication of 

a vote for and a statement of the implication of a vote 

against the ballot issue. Each statement of implication may 

be no more than 25 words and must be in simple, Impartial 

language that clearly explains the •eaning of a vote Tor or 

a vote against the issue. Each statement of implication 

prepared pursuant to this section, unless altered by a court 

order, is to be used on the petition and the ballot iT the 

issue is placed on the ballot. The statements of implication 

must be placed beside the diagram provided for marking of 

the ballot In a .anner similar to the following e·ample: 

[] FOR weekly commission meetings 

[] AGAINST weekly commission meetings 

(~) If the petition is rejected as to form, the 

election administrator must send written notice to the 

person who submitted the sample petition within 10 days 

after submission of the sample. 

(5) If the petition is approved as to form, the 

election administrator shall send written notice to the 
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1 person who submitted the sample petition within 21 days 

2 after submission of the sample. This notice •ust include the 

3 ballot statement and the state•ents of iaplicatlon prepared 

~ 

5 

by the local govern•ent attorney. 

Section 2. Petition -- tl.a ll•it• All petition 

6 si~ atures •ust be collected and filed within 90 days of the 

1 date of the notice that the petition has been approved as to 

8 fora. 

9 Section 3. Codification instruction. Sections 1 and 2 

10 are Intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 7, 

11 chapter 5• part li and the provisions of 7-5-131 through 

12 7-5-137 apply to sections 1 and 2. 

-End-

-3-
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_ HOOSE BILL NO. --...l!Ul..,_ 

INTRDOOCED " ~ 
REQUEST OF 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE ATTORNEY GENERAl 

A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ADOPT PROCEDURES fOR 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES; TO REQUIRE APPROVAL AS TO FORH 

Of PETITIONS AND PREPARATION OF BALLOT STATEMENTS.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Petition sub•ission for approval 

statement of purpose and i•plication. [1) Before a petition 

may be circulated for signatures, a sa•ple petition •ust be 

submitted in the form in which it will be circulated to the 

county election administrator for approval as to form. The 

election administrator shall review the sample petition to 

ensure compliance with 7-5-131 and 7-5-132. 

[2) The county election administrator shall refer a 

copy of the sample petition sheet to the attorney for the 

local government unit for preparation of the ballot 

statement. The local government attorney shall prepare a 

concise ballot statement not exceeding 100 words. This 

statement must be an accurate and impartial explanation of 

the purpose of the proposed ballot issue in plain, easily 

understood language• The state•ent may not be an argument 
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and may not be written so as to create prejudice for or 

against the issue. The statement prepared pursuant to this 

subsection. unless altered by court order, •ust be used as 

the petition title and the ballot state•ent if the issue is 

placed on the ballot. 

(3) At the ti•e the statement of purpose is prepared, 

the attorney shall prepare a statement of the implication of 

a vote for and a statement of the implication of a vote 

against the ballot Issue. Each state•ent of implication •ay 

be no more than 25 words and must be in si•ple, impartial 

language that clearly explains the meaning of a vote for or 

a vote against the issue. Each statement of Implication 

prepared pursuant to this section, unless altered by a court 

order, Is to be used on the petition and the ballot If the 

issue is placed on the ballot. The statements of implication 

must be placed beside the diagra• provided for marking of 

the ballot In a •anner similar to the following exa•ple: 

[] FOR weekly coamission meetings 

[] AGAINST weekly commission meetings 

(4) If the petition is rejected as to form, the 

election administrator must send written notice to the 

person who submitted the sample petition within 10 days 

a£ter submission of the sample. 

(5) If the petition is approved as to form, the 

election administrator shall send written notice to the 

-2-
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1 person Mho sub•itted the sa.ple petition vithin Z1 days 

2 a£ter subml ss f.on o£ the sa~~ple. This notice .ust Include the 

3 ballot state-nt and the state.ents of l11pJ icatl on prepared 

~ by the local govern .. nt attorney. 

s Section z. Petition -- ti.. lielt• All petitton 

6 signatures -st be collected and filed within 90 days of the 

1 date of the notice that the petition has o-n approved as to 

8 fore. 

9 Section 3· cocUfication instruct.fon. sections 1 and z 

10 are Intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 7, 

11 chapter 5, part 1; and the provisions of 7-5-131 through 

12 7-5-137 apply to sections 1 and 2. 

-End-
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HOUSE Bill NO. 140 

INTRODUCED BY EUOAilY 

BY REQUEST OF 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE ATTORNEY GENERAl 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITlED: "AN ACT TO ADOPT PROCEDURES FOR 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES; TO REQUIRE APPROVAl AS TO FORM 

Of PETITIONS AND PREPARATION OF BALLOT STATEMENTS." 

BE IT ENACTED BY rHE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Petition submission for approval 

statement of purpose and implication. 111 Before a petition 

may be circulated for signatures, a sample petition must be 

submitted in the form in which it will be circulateo to the 

county electton administrator for approval as to form. The 

election administrator shall review the sample petit1on to 

ensure compliance with 7-5-131 and 7-5-132. 

(2) The county electton administrator shall refer a 

copy of the sample petition sheet to the attorney for the 

local government unit for preparation of the ballot 

statement. The local government attorney shall prepare a 

concise ballot statement not exceeding 100 words. fht~ 

statement must be an accurate and impartial explanation of 

the purpose of the proposed ballot issue tn plaint easily 

understood language. The statement may not ~e an argument 
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and may not be written so as to create prejudice for or 

against the issue. The statement prepared pursuant to this 

subsection, unless altered by court ordero must be used as 

the petitton title and the ballot statement if the issue is 

placed on the oallot. 

131 At the time the statement of purpose is prepared, 

the attorney shall prepare a statement of the iMplication of 

a vote for and a statement of the implication of a vote 

against the ballot issue. Each statement of implication ~y 

be no more than 25 words and must be in simple, impartial 

language that clearly e~plains the meaning of a vote for or 

a vote against the issue. Each state~ent of implication 

prepared pursuant to this section, unless altered by a court 

order. is to be used on the petition and the ballot if the 

issue is placed on the ballot. The statements of implication 

must be placed beside the diagram provided for marktng of 

the ballot in a manner similar to the following example: 

FOR weekly commtssion meetings 

AGAINST weekly commission meetings 

141 If the petition is ~ejected as to for~. the 

election administrator must send written notice to the 

pe~son who submitted the sample petition within 10 days 

after submission of the sample. 

151 If the petition 

election administrate~ shall 

-2-
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1 pe~son who submitted the sample petition within Zl days 

2 after submis~ion of the ~ample. Th1s notice must include the 

3 ballot statement and the statements of i~lication prepared 

4 by the local government attorney. 

5 Section 2. Petition t i noe lim it. A I 1 pet i t ion 

6 signatu~es must be collected and filed within 90 days of the 

7 date of the notice that the petition has been approved as to 

8 form. 

9 Section J. Codification instruction. Sections 1 and 2 

10 are intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 1. 

11 chapter 5. part l; and the provisions of 7-5-lJl through 

12 7-5-137 apply to sections 1 and z. 
-End-
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