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1 ____ HOUSE __ EILL NO• 133_ 
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3 

l ~gluU.tQLi~~~ to a mental health facility affected 

2 by this part may be commenced unless it is approved ~y the 

3 mental disabilities ~card of visitors. 

4 A 9ILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO CLARIFY THE POWERS 4 (3) The board shall at least annually inspect every 

5 AND DUTIES OF THE HENTAL OISARILITI~S 30ARO OF VISIT~RS; 5 mental health facility which is providing treatment and 

& A~ENOING SECTION 53-21-104, ~CAo" 6 evaluation to any person pursuant t~ this part. The board 

7 7 shall inspect the physical plant, including residential, 

3 HE IT ENACT~O BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STAT~ OF MONTANA: !:; recreational, dining, and sanitary facilities. It shall 

9 S~ction lo Section 53-21-104, ~C~, is ~mended to read: 9 visit all wares and treatment areas. The board shall 

iV "53-Z1-1C4. Powers and duties of mental disabilities lG inquire concernin~ all treatwent proqraws LQL _ _indlxl~ua~ 

11 board of visitors. (l) The board snall be an independent 11 lD~glu.n~Lil~gmrnitted .t~he_f~~ being implemented by 

12 board of inquiry and review to assure that the treatment of 12 the facility. 

13 all persons e+the~--yelunt~~+~y--~~ involuntarily ed~+tted 13 (4) The board shall annually insure that a treatment 

14 ~llwmi.ti~li to a mental fac i 1 i ty is hun·2n.e and decent anu 14 plan exists and is being implemented for eacl; patiant 

L~ meets the requirements set forth in this r~rt. 15 ed~+tted-~ committed to a mental he2lth facility under this 

1b {2l The board shall reviz~ all pl3ns for experiwantal 16 part. Tha boaro shall inquire concerning all use of 

17 reseCJrcn involvinG persons """'+ttet! lJ:rlciu.G~lX-~QII:Jtill.Ji:,.; l7 restr3ints, isolation, or other extraordinary ~e~su !So 

ld to ~ental he~lth facility to assure that the rese~rc~ 1:::: (5) The board may assist "ny patient "'t i!llUll.a:. ~.:u:.il¥ 

B ~roj~ct is humane and not unduly hazardous and th3t it 19 l:.>liDWl.ti..s:>L_:t.Q a r,1ental herolth f"'cility in resolvin~ 3ny 

Zl co:npli2s with the principles Jf the statement on the use of 20 ~rievance he may have concerning his commitment or his 

21 human ~ubjects for rese~rch of t~e Am~rican association on 21 course of treatment in the facility. 

22 ~ant~l deficiency and with the orincioles for research 22 (6) The board shall employ an~ be responsible for 

2:i invclvin] human subjects requir2d by the United States z~ full-time legal counsel at the state hospital, whose 

24 departm~nt of health, education, and' '..relfare. "lo 24 responsibility shall be to act on ~~(alf of a+l pati£nts e~ 

25 exper i ••ental research project involving persons e~~t+tte~ 25 ir..I!OlJJ.DLU:ll:t-!:.2lllilli~~Lt.ll the i nst i tut ion. Tt:e boerd s!"lall 
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1 insure that there is sufficient legal st3ff and facilities 

2 to insure availdbility to e++ ~~ patients ~nd shall 

3 require that th~ appointed counsel perio~ically ir.tervie~ 

4 ~~ry AUkb pe~~e"+ ~~~ and examine ft+~ ~belL files ano 

5 r~cordso The board may employ additional legal counsel for 

6 r Jr~sentation of ~kb patients in a similar manner at ~ny 

7 ott ~ ffiantal health facility having inpatient capability. 

8 (7) If the board believes that any facility is failinq 

9 to comply with the provisions of this part in regcrd to its 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

physical facilities or its tr"atment ~f e"y a_&gmiD~~~ 

patient, it shall report its findings at once to the 

professional person in charge of' the facility and the 

director of the department, ~nd if au,:>ropriate, after 

w"liting a reasonable time for a r<;>sponse fror:~ such 

15 professional perscno the boar~ ~ay notify the next of kin or 

16 ·guardian of any patient involved, the friend of respondent 

17 appointed by the court for ar.y patient involved, and the 

lB district court which has jurisdiction over the facility. 

19 

20 and 

(8) The board shall report annually to the qovernor 

shc.ll report to each sessi0n of the legislature 

21 concerning the status of the mental h0alth facilities ana 

22 treatment proqrams ~hich it has inspect9d•" 
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