
HOUSE BILL NO. 127 

INTRODUCED BY PEDA, SALES 

B'l Rf':QUEST OF THE: DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND RF.HA.S ILITATION SF.RVlC.~S 

January 8, 19f.H 

January 12, 1981 

Januarv 16, 19tH 

Janui\ry 22, 1981 

Fehrunry ., 19Bl /,I 

February 3, 191:H 

F(;'!bruary 4, 19ill 

february 5, 1981 

February 6, 1981 

February 7, 1981 

February 9, 1981 

:~a.rch 26, 1913.1 

IN THE HOOSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Human Services. 

Fiscal note requested. 

Fiscal note returned. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass. Report aodpted. 

Statement of intent at+ached. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second readina, pass 
consideration until February 4. 

Second reading, pasn ron~i~eration 
until February 5. 

Second rea~inq, ~o pasA 
as amended. 

Correctly enorosnad. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to Senate. 

n~ THE SENAT~~ 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Public Heal.th, 
welfare, and Safety. 

Committee recommend bill 
and statement of intent 
be concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 



March 28, 1981 

~arch .lO, 1901 

March 31, 19fll 

April 1, 1981 

April a, 19tH 

April 9, l!Hll 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Motion pass consideration. 

On motion rules suspended. 
Bill allowed to be transmitted 
on 7lst legislative day. 
1'>1ot ion adopted. 

Third reading, concurred in 
as amended. Ayes, 46; NoRs, 3. 

IN THE HOOSE 
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Returned from Senate with 
amendments. 

Second rea~ing, amendments 
concurred in. 

Third reading, amendments 
concurred in. Ayes,. 93J 
Noes, 4. Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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~ll NO. .::::z:::::-£7 ----
-~--------INTRODUCED BY 

BY REQUEST Of 

THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICES 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITleD: 11 AN ACT TO ALLOW THI:: DEPARTMENT 

OF SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICES TO ADOPT MORE 

RtSTRICTIVE ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA fOR MEDICAL ASSISTANCE; 

AMENDING SECTION 53-b-131, MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-b-131, MCA, is amended to ~ead: 

•53-b-131. El i]lbi 1 ity ~equi~em~nts. ~led i cal 

assistance shall be granted in behalf of all persons: 

(1) who r>O!si de in the st3te of Mom:ana, including 

~esidents temporarily absent fro~ the stat~; and 

(2) who meet any of the following requi ~em·,nts: 

(a) receive all or part of their income fran; '!:1'1., 

federally e+ded---p~bt+e---e~~+~tenee---p~e~rem~•---etd-e~., 

e~~t~teneey--e+d--to-the-et+ney fYJded syppl~~~~~aLl~ 

io~~~~~and aid to dependent childrenT-end-etd--to 

the-?ermenentty-end-tote+ty-et~ohted ~gm~~~~t-X2~~ 

ilU~nt.__t.llia:LJ112U-LU:tLitl.i~~lillbiliU-~LUJl.i:Y.il_~ 

~~~X-t.bil_departmeot; 

(<:>) upon application, would he el ioi,~l e for financial 
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assistance unde~ any one of the federally aided p~ograms 

referred to above; 

(c) would be entitled to financial assistance under 

one of the federally aided categories except that they do 

not meet the durational ~esidence requirements o~ ~elative 

~espcnsibil ity requi~ements of any of the public assistance 

programs above enume~ated; 

(d) are in medical institutions and if they were no 

1 ong,er in such i nsti tut ion would be eligible for financial 

assistance under one of the above p~ograms; 

(e) are under 21 years of age and meet the conditions 

of eligibility in the state•s plan for aid to dependent 

children, other than with ~espect to school attendance; 

(f) are under 21 years of age and in foste~ care under 

the supervision of the state; 

(]) have income less than 133 l/3% of the amounts 

specified as maximum income levels for f~derally aided 

cateyories of assistance; 

(h) are under 21 years of 3ge and medically needy, as 

defined by the department of social and rehabilitation 

services; or 

(i) a~e under 21 years of age, were in foster care 

un..1er the supervision of tt1e stCJte, and have been ad"ptecl as 

"hard-to-place• chiloren.• 

-End-

-2-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 74-81 

FISCAL NOTE 

l•"orm RIJ-15 

In compliance with a written request received January l2 ___ , 19 _81 __ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for __ !!_?._~~-~--~ill 127 --pursuant to 'Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

.~ of the Legislature upon request. 

Description of Proposed Legislation 

An act to allow the Department of Social and Rehabilitation Services to adopt more 
,, restrictive eligibility criteria for medical assistance, amending Section 53-6-131, MCA. 

• 

Fiscal Impact 

The financial impact of HB127 cannot be estimated at this time because the proposed 
change in the law does not designate the specific restrictions in Medicaid eligibility 
that may be employed. The use of more restrictive criteria will have the effect of 
reducing program costs because fewer people witll be using the Medicaid program. How
ever, the magnitude of these reductions cannot be estimated because of the lack of data. 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: I - J 5 - g l. 
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STATEMENT OF INTENT 

H8 127 

House Committee on Human Services 

A statement of intent is necessary for thts bill 

because it implicitly expands the rulemaking authortty of 

the Department of Social and ~ehabi 1 itation Services 

pertaining to eligibility criteria for the granting of 

supplemental security income assistance and aid to depenoent 

children. Under present law. SRS has express rulemaking 

authority to adopt rules to cover eligibility requirements 

for various services. Feoeral regulations concerning 

13 eligibility allow the state various options. The department 

14 needs to have the authority to redetermine from time to time 

15 which option offers the most efficient and least costly 

16 system of determining eligibility to the state. 
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J.pprov~d by Comm.On Human S<'rvices 

HOUSE BILL NO. 121 

INTROOUCEO BY FEOA• SALES 

BY REQUEST OF 

THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL ANO REHABILITATION SERVICES 

A f>lll FOR lt.N ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ALLOW THE DEPARTMENT 

Of SOCIAL 

RES TR JC TI VE 

AND REHABILITATION SERVICES 

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR 

AMENDING SECTION 53-6-131, MCA.• 

TO ADOPT MORE 

MEDICAl ASSISTANCE; 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Uf MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-6-131• MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-6-131. Eligibility requtrements. ~edical 

assistance shall be granted in behalf of all persons: 

(11 who reside in the state of Montana, including 

residents temporartly absent from the state; and 

(21 Who meet any of the following requirements: 

(a) receive all or part of their income from ~h@ 

federally etded---pdb++e---e~~+stafte@---prog~ms~---o+d-e9@ 

es~+s~afteey--ofd--~e-~~@-bffndy fun~ed SY2el~~~~-~~£~ 

in£Qill~2~~i~!~£~~nd aid to depenoent childreny-end-etd--~o 

~~-p@rmeften~~-ond-~e~e++y-df~ob+ed e£29L2m~L-~~~Q!_iQ_!he 

ext~Gl__th21-~£~_[~St£i£ti~~-~!i9iQl!i!Y-££lte£l~-~2~~-be~ 

adoQ!~Q-~-l~Q~~~!!~n!; 

(b) upon application, would be eligible for financial 
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assistance under any one of the federally aided programs 

referred to above; 

(c) would be entitled to financial assistance under 

one of the federally aided cateyories except that they do 

not meet the durational residence require•ents or relative 

respon~ioility requirements of any of the public assi~tance 

programs above enumerated; 

(d) are in medical institutions ano if they were ~o 

long~r in such institution would be eligible for financial 

assistance under one of the above progra•s; 

(e) are under 21 years of age and meet the conditions 

of eligibility in the state's plan for aid to dependent 

children. other than with respect to school attendance; 

(f) are under 21 years of age and in foster care under 

the supervision of the state; 

ly) have income less than 133 l/3% of the amounts 

specified as maximum income levels for federall·' aided 

categories of assistance; 

(h) are under 21 years of age and medically needy, as 

defined by the department of social and rehabilitation 

services; or 

(i) are under 21 years of age. were in foster care 

under the supervision of the state, and have been adopteu as 

"hard-to-place" childr~n." 

-End- S E C 0 N D R E A D I N G 
-2- H!! 127 
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5 A statesent of intent IS necessary for th1s bill 

6 because it implicitly expands the rulemaking authonty of 

1 the Department of Social and Rehab i 1 i tati on Services 

8 pertaining to eligibility criteria for the granting of 

9 supplemental securtty income assistance and aid to dependent 

10 children. Under present law. SRS has express rulemaking 

11 authority to adopt rules to cover eligibility requirements 

12 fo~ various se~vices. Feoeral regulations concerning 

13 eligibility allow the state various options. The department 

14 needs to have the authority to redetermine from time to time 

15 which option offers the most efficient and least costly 

16 system of determining eligibility to the state. 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 127 

INTRODUCED BY FEDA, SALtS 

BY REQUEST Jf 

THE ~EPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICES 

A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ALLD~ fHE OE~ARTMENT 

Of SOCIAl AND REHABILITATION SERVICES TO ADOPT MORE 

RESTRICTIVE ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR MEDiCAL ASSiSTANCe; 

AME~UING SECTION 53-6-13lt MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTFO BY THF LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE JF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-6-131, MCA, IS amended to read: 

"53-6-131. El igibi I ity requtrements. Medicd1 

assistance shall b~ granted in behalf of all persons: 

( 1) who reside in the state of ~ontana, inc 1 ud i ng 

residents temporart ly absent from the state; and 

(2) who meet any of the following requtrements: 

(a) rece1 ve all or part of their inc.:>me from ~:;,@ 

feoPrally dtd~d---~~bt~e---a~~t~t~Mee---~¥e1¥om5+---etd-e~~ 

a~~i~taMeey--e~d--te-t;,@-btiMd~ fung~g-~~Ql~~~l~l-~~~~~i!X 

!nc2~~~~!~~~~~-~~~ ai~ to dependent children~-eMd-e~d--te 

t;,~-p~~manent+y-end-t~te+ty-d~~eb+ed Q£Q~I~i~-2~~~Ql_!Q_lh~ 

g~!g~! __ !b~!-~2L~-~~i1£i~liY~ f~OP£~!!_Q~~f~~~1E ~liglQi!i!Y 

~r~lgr~~-b~y~_£~~-z2£El~2-~~-1b~2~~zr!~~!• 

(b) upon applicett1on, wnuld t>e eligible for ftnancial 

z 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

HB 0127/03 

assistance under any one of the federally aioeo ~rograms 

referred to above; 

(c) would be entitleo to financial asststance under 

on~ of the federally aided cateyories except that they do 

not meet the durational residence requirements or relative 

responsibility requtrBment~ of any of the public as~istance 

programs aoove enumerated; 

(d) are in med1cal institutions dnd if they were no 

longer in such institution would be eltgible for financial 

assistance under one of the above programs; 

(e) are under 21 years of age and ~eet the conditions 

of el1gibility 1n the state's plan for aio to dependent 

children, other than with respect to school attendance; 

(f) are unoer ~1 years of age and 1n foster care under 

the superviston of the state; 

(g) have income less than 133 1/3% of ~he amounts 

spectfied as max1mum income levels for federally a1ded 

categories of assistance; 

(h) are under ~l years of age and medically needy, as 

defined by the de~artment of social ano rehabilitation 

servlces; or 

(i) ar~ under 21 years of age, were tn foster care 

under the superviston of the state, and nave been adopteo as 

"hard-to-place" children. 1
' 

-end-

-2- HB 1.2 7 
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STATEMENT OF INTENT 

HOUSE Bill 127 

House Human Services Committee 

•-~~et~meftt--e+--tnten~--+~--n~ee5~o~y--~~--thf5--b+~~ 

beeed~e--+t--+mp~+e+t~y--e~pane5-th~-~H~~me~+~-e~the~+ty-e+ 

the--&epe~~me~--ef--5ee+e~--eftd---Hehebt~~te~+en---se~•tee~ 

p~~tefftfnq--te--e+t~+b+~+~y--e~+t~+e--+~--t~--grentfng-ef 

5~pp+emento+-5ee~fty-~fte~-e55f5tenee-end-efd-t&-depeneent 

eht+d~enw-~nder-pre~ent--~ew~--£HS--he~--e~p~e~~--~H+eme~tng 

&Hthe~fty--~~-eoept-~u~e5-te-ee~~-~++gtbt+fty-r~~Htremen~ 

fe~--•d~feH~--~~ryfee~.---Fede~e~---re~u+et+en~---eeneern+n~ 

e+tgfbt+fty--e++ew-the-~tete-~ertea~-eptfen~·-fhe-de~t~nt 

n~o~-te-h~•e-the-~Hther+ty-~e-~edete~~ne-frem-tfme-to-t+~ 

wh+eh-eptfen-of+e~~-the--me~t--~~e+ent--end--+e~t--ee5t+y 

ey~tem--ef-det~~~n+ng-e++~+&f~fty-to-the-~tet~• I~Bil~ 

~~E!::!.QEO_ G IV£.L!!:!LQ£~.!HENT_Qf_.2l}~I Al_~NO__!\£HABI lIT! T ION 

l8 SER:'[_ICE~_RULEMA~ING ~UTHORI!!_TO GRANT_~EDIC~!SSIS!ANfLTU 

l9 ONE __ DR __ MOR_E _f!I£§Q!!!£L_QL_!':ERS.QNS WHO ARE El IGI Bl.£ FOR 

10 f£QfRAL _ _f!~~NC!AL __ !~~!ST!~CE. __!_!:!~2£_-f!!~GO!!!fi_~~LUDE 

Jl SUP!':lf~ENT!i_~££Y~!!!__INCOM£__ASS!STANCEL-AJO_!Q_Q£PENDEN! 

l1 CHilORE~~~!Q_!Q_ff~TAI~_Q!_!:!ERS_~~-MAY ~!~fiNANCIAl 

2) Q~!~ES} __ gy~_!Q_tl!~~~£Dif!~EXPENQITURES. fUR!!:!ERMORE~ THE 

l- ~!~l_GJyES_.!!:!S._Q~~~~!ME~!-!!:!L!YTHO!!!!!_TO~OO~!_!YLES -~AT 

Z5 INf~YQf _ _fh!GIB!1ll!_f~!TE~!!_l!:!!!_!~~ORE_~ES!RlCT!VE_~~ 
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HB 127 

~EOfRAL_~RI!£~!~ 

Y~Qf..!L!':RESf!':!LlAito_THLDEPARTME~_I"'UST__f!~A!li_ME.QlCAl 

ASS!~!~!':!f!__IQ__~ll __ !':f~SONS IN THE CATEGORIES liSTED IN 

~3-~=111~--~fA. __ THf __ .QfPAR!~---!':RESENTLY ___ tlAS_~!':RES~ 

~Ulf~~!!':!~ __ AUT~QRI!! __ !Q__~OOPT~!,!~s.i__!Q_~~LUOE FED~ 

£L!~!f!ll!!_REQ!,!~f~fNT~_fQ~_EAC~~ATE~OR!__~Q _ _!Q__Q£FINE 

~EO!CAL __ ~SS!ST!NCf __ ~y! __ QQ~NOT _ _!:!!~f_AUTHO~ll!_!Q_1IMlT 

~ERY!CES~!-~ATfGORJ_OF_f~~~ 

!tl£_!Y~!1~~!h!!!_Qf __ tfQERA~f!~!!':!f!!~---A~SIS!~f~ 

WEl1~~--tfDE~~h __ fhiG!BI1ITY _CRI!£~ __ Wihh__PROB~~!-~ 

CHA!':!§£Q_~fXT_fl~CAL_!f!~~~~-QfPA~!~EN!~£Q~!Q__tlAVE_~ 

AUf~Q~!.!! __ !Q__~£0E!tR~!~£LIGJBll!!!_f~~IA_~!Q_11Ml! 

THE_fAT£~!~Qt_ff~SO!':!i_!Q~HO~£Qi~t1_AS~!~~!11_8E 

~AJf_AV~!1~~~f-.!N_Q~QER_!Q_fHOOSf-.!tlf__QPTIO~_WHICH _QFFER 

THE MOST EFFICIENT AND LEAST COSTLY ELIGIBILITY SYSTEM 

~!!!:!l!':!_£~~~f!!h_~!~!TS~ 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 127 

INTRODUCED BY FEOAo SALES 

BY REQUEST OF 

THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICES 

A BILl FOR AM ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ALLO~ THE DEPARTMENT 

OF SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICES TO ADOPT MORt 

RESTRICTIVE ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR MEOlCAL ASSISTANCE; 

AMENDING SECTION 53-o-131, MCAi_AND_fEQY!QING __ ~~lM~EQlATE 

fFFf~l!Y£_Q~If•" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE uF MONTANA: 

Refer to Introduced Si 11 

!Strike Everyth1ng After Enacting Clause an<:l lnsert:J 

SEf T ION_!~ _ _2£C T !Q!!_5}::!!-lfu_MCA.!_l.LAME!:!..Qf!l_!Q_]!EAQ..O_ 

"53-o-131. Eligibility requirements. 1!1 ~edical 

assistance~"~~~~ be granted +n-behe~f-o~~~-perso"~* to 

~-Q!l~!} 

tit who res+de LeSi~es in the state of Montana. 

including~ re~fdefl~~ L~sid!l!}! temporarily absent from the 

statet and 

t~t--who--~ee~--~y--of-~he-fel+ow+"~-re~+r~"~* ~ 

~~t~t~~_L~9~iL!l~!}!!_Q_f __ Q~ __ 2[__~~-_2! _ _!~!2l!2wing 

~at.~g2£i!l'E 

(aJ b~ reee+•e L~ei~~ all or part of the+r his 
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income from ~he federally efded-pab~+e-a~s?sta"ee--pro~re~• 

el~-~e--e~~i~~a"ee~--e+d--~o-the-bl*ftd~ funded_~~~ntal 

~~~Li!Y-i~~2me_~~si~!~!}~2! aid to dependent childreny-ftftd 

e+d-~e-~he-per~a"eftt+y-e"d-to~olJy-d+~ebJed; 

{bJ upon application, he would be eligible for 

f inane i al a SSl stance under any one of the federa 1 I y aided 

programs referred to above; 

{c) ~ would be entitled to financial assistance under 

one ot the federally aided categories except that they b~ do 

~~ not meet the durational residence requirements or 

relative responsibility requirements of any of the public 

assistance programs above enumerated; 

ldJ b~~ are in 2 medical *"~t+~~+o~ in~~tion 

and if ~~ h~ were no longer in such institution he would 

be eligible for financial assistance under one of the above 

programs; 

ceJ b~~ are under 21 years of age and eeet ~~et~ the 

conditions of eligibility in the state•s plan for aid to 

dependent children, other than with respect to school 

attendance; 

(fJ ~~~ere under 21 years of age and in foster care 

under the supervision of the state; 

(g) b~-_b~~ ho.e income less than 133 1/3\ of the 

amounts specified as maximum income level~ for federally 

aided categories of assistance; 

-2- HB 127 
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(h) n~__i~ e~e under 

needyo as defined by the 

rehabilitation services; or 

HE! 0127/04 

21 years of age and medically 

department of social and 

(i) he ___ i~ e~e under 21 years of age. were ~2~ in 

5 foster care under the supervision of the state. and heve ~ 

b been adopted as ~ "hard-to-place• eht•~@ft ~hild. 

1 1£l__!~~Q~~~!__~~~!---~~--_£~b22i!il~tion 

8 i~~~___!~L__!!.L_!.!!le_~g~.li~!!~USt!.iC!,i~_Jll2Qerty 

9 2!!!!£G~i~.!i9l.Qiill.L££i.!~ i a tha!L~.9!!ll~-~- feg~~!_ law 

10 for _.!~~!.a1}.Li!ided_£ll~9.2!:l.~L.f!!ibl i C~iil.lli!!!~" 

ll SEf!!Q~~--fffECTlYf__OATE~--~!~-~fl_li_EFFEC!!~f~ 

12 fAS~!§L~-ill~~~~ 

-End-

-3- HB 127 
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March 26, 1981 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(Public Health, Welfare & Safety) 

That House Bill No. 127 be amended as follows: 

l. Title, line 9. 
Following: "MCA" 
Insert: ", AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE" 

2. Stri~e: ~11 of the b~ll following the enacting clause 
Insert: Sect~on 1. Sect1on 53-6-131, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"53-6-131. Eligibility requirements. (1) Medical assis
tance ~na±± may be granted ±n-beha±£-o£-ai±-~er~o~~~ 
~o ~ ~rson who re~±de resides in the State of Montana, 
~nclud~ng a ~e~±dent~ resident temporarily absent from 
the state;-and 
~~t--wno-meet-any-of-the-£o±±ow±n~-re~~±rement~~ 
who meets the requirements of one or more of the 
fo!_~QW~!13 __ _s:ategories: 
(a} he reeei¥e receives all or part of the~r his ~ncome 

from the federally a±ded-pabiie-a~~±~tanee-pro~ram~~-oio 
a~e-a~~±~tanee,-a±d-~o-the-b±±nd7 funded supplemental 
security income assistance or aid to dependent children 
,-and-a±d-to-the-permanen~iy-and-tota±iy-d±sab±ed; 

(b) upon application, he would be eligible for financial 
assistance under any one of the federally aided programs 
referred to above; 

(c) he would be entitled to financial assistance under 
one of the federally aided categories except that they he 
ae does not meet the durational residence requirements or 
relative responsibility requirements of any of the public 
assistance programs above enumerate; 

(d) he is a~e in a medical ±nst±t~t±ons institution 
and if they-he were no longer in such institution he would 
be eligible for financial assistance under one of the above 
programs; 

(e) he is a~e under 21 years of age and meet meets the 
conditions of eligibility in the state's plan for aid to 
dependent children, other than with respect to school 
attendance; 

(f) he is are under 21 years of age and is foster care 
under the-supervision of the state; 

(g) he has have income less than 133 1/3% of the amounts 
specifie~as maximum income levels for federally aided 
categories of assistance; 

(h) he is are under 21 years of age and medically needy, 
as defined-sy the department of social and rehabilitation 
services; or 

(i} he is are under 21 years of age, were was in foster 
care under the supervision of the state, and hB~e has been 
adopted as ~ "hard-to-place" eh:i±d~en child. 

p(2) The department of social and rehabilitation services may by 
rule establish more restrictive Eroperty ownership eligibility criteria 
~~han required by federal law for federally aided categories of public 
assistance.» 

:section 2. Effective Date. This act is effective on passage and 
approval~ 1• 



March 26, 1981 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(Public Health, Welfare & Safety} 

That the Statement of Intent to House Bill No. 127 be amended as follows: 

1. Page 1. 
Following: line 4 
Strike: lines 5 through 16 in their entirety 
Insert: "The bill as amended gives the Department of Social and Re-

habilitation Services rulemaking authority to grant medical assistance . 
to one or more categories of persons who are eligible for federal financia~ 
assistance. These categories include supplemental security income assist
ance, aid to dependent children, and aid to certain others who may be in 
financial distress due to high medical expenditures. Furthermore, the 
bill gives the department the authority to adopt rules that include eli
gibility criteria that are more restrictive than federal criteria. 

Under present law, the department must grant medical assistance to 
all persons in the categories listed in 53-6-131, MCA. The department 
presently has express rulemaking authority to adopt rules to include 
federal eligibility requirements for each category and to define medica] 

· assistance but does not have authority to limit services by 
category of persons . 

. _T~e_avail~bil~LY ~f federal financial assistance as well as federJ2 
el1g1b1l1ty cr1ter1a w111 probably be changed next fiscal year. The 
departme~t.needs to have.thc authority to redetermine eligibility criteria 
and to l1m1t the categor1es of persons to whom medical assistance will 
~u made available in order to choose the options which offer the most 
effLcient and least costly €ligibility system within financial limits. 


