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BOUSE BILL NO. 91 

INTRODUCED BY ASAY 1 MCLA~t:e, FEDA, STOBIJ.:, PISTOIUA 1 

CONROY, SERGENt, MEtlA!iAN, ELLISON, MANNINO 

January 6, 1961 

January 19, 1981 

January 20, 1981 

,January 21, 1981 

January 22, 1901 

,1anuary 23, 1981 

March 6, 1981 

March 9, 1981 

March 12, 1981 

IN T'fH!. HOUSE 

on motion by chief sponsor Reps. 
~cLane, Feda, Stobie, Pistoria, 
conroy, Bergene, Menahan, Ellison, 
and Manning were added as authors 
to the profiled bill. 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Hum.an Services. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass. Report adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' aeskm. 

Second reading, ao pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to Senate. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Public Health, 
Welfare and Safety. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in aa amended. Report 
adopted. 

Second rea~ing. Concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in as 
amended. Ayea, so, Noes, o. 



March 13, 1981 

March 18, 1981 

Mat·ch 20, 1981 

IN THE HOUSR 

Returned from Senate as amended. 

Second reading, amendments 
concurred in. 

Third reading, amendments concurred 
in. Ayes, 881 Noes, 1. Sent to 
enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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HO.I.!SF-- BILL clO. __9.1__ 

I,HROOUC"D i:IY ---~------------------

A ~ILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE DEAF PERSONS 

WITH CERTAI~ RIGHTS PRES~NTLY ACCORDED TO THE HliNO; 

A~ENUI~G SECTIONS 49-4-202, 49-4-211t 49-4-212, 49-4-214t 

A~O 49-4-215, MCA•" 

B~ IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

Se,ction 1. Section 49-4-202, MCAt is amended to r<'!ad: 

"49-4-202. Policy of the state. It is the policy of 

the state to encourage and enable the bl indt the visually 

handicapped, ~~~£1 and the otherwise physically disabled 

to ?articipate fully in the social and economic life of the 

state ·3nd ·tc engage ir> remunerative employm"ent. The ;ol ina• 

the visually handicapped, ~~L£ and the oth<;rwise 

physic~lly disabled shall be employed in the state service., 

the service of the political subdivisions of the state, th= 

~ublic schools, and all other employment sup?orteo in wnole 

or in part by public funds on the sam= terms 1nJ conditions 

as~~" able-bodied, unless it is shown th3t the particular 

disability prevants the performance of the work involved•" 

S·~ct ion 2. Section 4S'-4-Zll, ;~CAt i 5 ""'ended to r:oc'd: 

"49-4-211. ~iqht to US-8 public pl 3Ces an c. 

accomm~detions. (1) The blind~ ~"d the visually n«ndicapped~ 

LC 0465/01 

1 ~ud_t~af have the same right as the able-bodied to the 

2 full and free use of the streets, highways, s i dew"'l ks, 

3 walk~ays, public buildings, public facilities, and other 
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public places. 

(2) The blind~ end the visually handicapped~au~ 

~af dre entitled to full and equal accommodations, 

advantages' facilities, and privileges of all common 

carriers, as defined in 69-ll-101t and all public 

accommodations, as defined in 49-2-101, subject only to the 

conditions and limitations esteblished by law and applicable 

alike to all persons." 

Section 3. Section 49-4-212, MCA, is a~anded to read: 

"49-4-212. Access to housing accommodations. (1) 

Blind~ persens-ene visually handicappedL--aDd--0~ persons 

ar~ ~ntitled to as full and equal access as other memQEfS of 

the general public to any housi~g accommodation offered for 

compensation in this state. 

( 2) Nothing in this section requires a person renting, 

l~asini• or orovijing real pro~erty for compensation to 

modify his pro~erty in any way or provi~e a higher degree of 

care for a blind~ p~rsen-er-~ visually handicappedL_Q~~ 

o~rson than for a person who is not so aisabled.• 

Section 4. Section 49-4-214, ~CA, is emended to rga~: 

"49-4-214. Ri~ht to be accompanieG by a guide doq. (l) 

Every totally or partially blind ~_g~~f oerson has th8 
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LC 0465/01 

1 right to be accompanied by a guide dog, especially trained 

2 for the purpose, in any of the places mentioned in 

3 49-4-£11(2) without being charged extra for the guide dog• 

4 He is liable for any damage done to the premises or 

5 facilities by such dog. 

6 t2J Every totally or partially blind QL_~ person 

7 who has a guide dog or who obtains a qulde doq is en~itled 

8 to full and equal access to all housIng <>Ccommodat ions as 

9 provided In 49-2-305 and 49-4-212. He may not be required to 

10 pay extra compensation for the guide dog but is liable for 

11 any damage done to the pre•ises ty the guide dog.• 

12 Section 5. Section 49-4-215, MCA, is a~ended to read: 

13 "49-4-215. Penalty for violating rights. Any person, 

14 fir•• or corporation or the agent of any person, firm, or 

15 corporation who denies or interferes with ad~ittance to or 

16 enjoyment of the public facilities enumerated in 49-4-211 or 

17 otherwise interferes with the rights of a totally or 

18 partially blind• deaf, or otherwise disabled person under 

19 49-4-211 is quilty of a mlsde•eanor.• 

-End-

-3-
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i<Pproved by Comm. nn 

Human s~rvices 

_.H.IJUSE. __ BILL :'110. --'l..J..._ 

LHRODUCEO ilY --~-------

A eiLL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: nAN ACT TO PROVIDE DEAF PERSONS 

WITH CERTAI~ RIGHTS PRES~NTLY ACCOqOED TO THE aLI NO; 

AMENUI.'G SECTIONS 49-4-202, 49-4-211, 4~-4-212, 49-4-214t 

AND 4g-4-215, MCA.n 

BE IT Eo'lACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

Section 1· Section 49-4-202, ~CA, is amended to read: 

w49-4-202. Policy of the state. It is the policy of 

the stat8 to encourage and enabla th2 blind, the visually 

handicapped, tt~~£1 and the otherwise physically disabled 

to ~articipate fully in the social and economic life of the 

The olind• state and to engage in remunerative employment. 

the visually handicapped, ~-~~ and the 

physic~lly disabled shall be employed iri the state 

oth.-rwise 

service, 

the service of the political subdivisions of the state, the 

;:Jubl ic school so and all other employment supported in whola 

or in part by public funds on the sama terms anj conditions 

as the able-bodied, unless it is shown th3t the particular 

disability prevants the perfor~ance of the wcr~ involved." 

Section 2. Section 49-4-211, HCA, is amended to read: 

"49-4-2llo ~ight to use publ i c places anc; 

accommodations. (1) The blind~ ~~d the visually hondicapped~ 
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LC 0465/01 

~_t~af have the same right as the able-bodied to the 

full 3nd free use of the streets, highways, side~alks, 

walkwayso public buildings, oublic facilities, and other 

public places. 

(2) The blind~ end the visually handicapped~-2~~ 

~af are entitled to full and equal accommodations• 

advantages, facilities, and privileges of all common 

carrierso as defined in o9-I1-1J1, and all public 

accommodations, as defined in 49-2-101, subject only to the 

conditions and limitations established by law and applicable 

alike to all persons.• 

Section 3. Section 49-4-212, ~CAt is areended to read: 

"49-4-212. Access to housinq accommodations. (1) 

2lind~ p@rsens-e~ visually handicapped1-_~ndL_d~ persons 

are entitled to as full and equal access as other members of 

the general public to any housing accommodation offered for 

compensation in this state. 

(2) Nothing in this section requires a p~rson rAnting, 

leasin]o or providing real pro~erty for compensation to 

modify his property in any way or provide a higher degree of 

care for a blind~ persen-er-~ visually handicappedL-Q~af 

oers.:>n than for a person who is not so ai sabled.• 

Section 4. Section 49-4-214 0 ~CAo is amended to read: 

"49-4-214. Ri~ht to be accompanieo by a guide dog. (1) 

Every totally or partially blind ~~f oerson has the 
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1 right to b~ accompanied by a guide dog, especially truine~ 

2 for the purpose, in any of the placo>s mentionea in 

3 49-4-211(2) without being charged extra for the guide dog. 

4 He is liable for any dama;Je done to tile premises or 

5 facilities by such do~. 

6 (2) Every totally or partially blind ~--~f person 

7 who has a quide dog or who obtains a quide dcq is entitled 

8 to full and equal access to all housing accommodations as 

9 provided in 49-2-305 and 49-4-212. He may ~ot be required to 

10 pay extra compensation for the guide dog but is liable for 

11 '"Y damage done tc the premises ty the gui1e dog.• 

12 

13 

Section s. Section 49-4-21~, ~CA, is amenoed to read: 

•49-4-215. Penalty for violating rights. Any person, 

14 firm, or corporation or the agent of any person, firrnr or 

15 corporation who denies or interferes with admittance to or 

16 enjoyment of the public facilities enumerated in 49-~-211 or 

17 otherwise interferes with the rights of a totally or 

13 partially blind£--~ or otherwise disabled person under 

19 49-4-211 is guilty of a misdemeanor.• 

-End-

-3-
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~- BILL clDo ...Jl..L_ 

I.HRfJDtJC"D BY---~---------------------

A erLL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PR~VIOE DEAF PERSONS 

WIT:i CEP. TAl N RIGHTS PRES::/Hl Y ACCO~DEC TO THE ~li>!D; 

A~E~~I~G SECTiuMS \9-4-2D2, 49-4-21lo 4~-4-Zl2, 49-4-214t 

AND 49-4-215, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISlATURE OF THE STAT~ OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 49-4-202, ~CA, is amended to r~ad: 

"49-4-202. Policy of the state. It is the pol icy of 

the stata to encourage and enable the blind, the visually 

handicapped, ~t~~L1 and the otherwise physically disabled 

to ~articip~te fully in the social and economic life of the 

state and tc engage in remunerative employment. The nlind• 

the visually handicapped, ~~~ and the c.>th~rwis~ 

physic311y disabled shall be e~ployej in the state service, 

the service of the political subdivisions of the stateo tha 

~ublic schoclso and all other emvloyment sup~orted in whol~ 

or in oart by cublic funds on the sa~a terms anl conditions 

as t:1" able-bodied, unless it is shm.rn til'lt the particular 

disaoility prevants the ~erforillance of th~ work involved•" 

~.::ction 2. Sect ion 4S'-4-2ll• .~cA, is amended to r2"'d: 

11 Lt9-4- 211. ·(_ i t:;ht to us-q publ i;: pl :~ces anc, 

acco~:unadations. (1) The blind,_ e"d the visually h<<ndiC·"pped,_ 

' 
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1 ~~41 have the same right as the able-bodied to the 

2 full 1nd frecl use of the streets, highways, sidewnlkso 

3 w~lkwaysr aub1ic tuildings, oublic facilities, and ether 
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public places. 

(2) The blind,_ e"d the visually handicapped,_~ug~ 

~~ are entitled to full 2-nd .aql.!al accon:ll!odati onso 

advantages, f<ICil ities, and privileges of all common 

carriers, as defined in 6'1-ll-1Jlo and all public 

accommodations, as defined in 49-2-101, subject only to the 

conditions and limitations established by law and applicable 

alike to all persons." 

Section 3. Section 49-4-21?., ~CA, i~ ~~ended to read: 

•49-4-212. Access to housinq accommodations. (1) 

2lin-J,_ l'"~r~on~-ene visually handicapped,___.md_->l~f persons 

are entitled to as full and equal access as other members of 

the general public to any housing accommodation offered for 

compensation in this state. 

(2) Nothing in this section requires a person renting, 

leasin~, or providing real property for compensation to 

~odify his prop~rty in any way or provide a higher degree of 

care for a blind,_ peP~e"-o~-e visunlly ~andicapped~~ 

Person than for a person who is not so disabled." 

Section 4. Section 49-4-214, ~CA, is emended to r~a~: 

"49-4-2!4. Ri~ht to be accompanie0 by a guid~ dog. (1) 

Every totally or partially blind o[ deaf oerson has the 
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1 right to be accompanied by a guide <iog, especially tr,>ine'l 

2 for the purposa, in any of the places mentionna in 

3 49-4-211(2) without being charged extra for the guide dog. 

4 He is liable for any dama9e done to the premises or 

5 facilities by such dog. 

6 '2) Every totally or partially blind ~L-~ person 

7 who has a quide dog or who obtains a quide doq is entitled 

8 to full and equal access to all housing ciCcommodations as 

9 provided in 49-2-305 and 49-4-212. He m~y ~ot be required to 

10 pay extra compensation for the guide dog nut is lia~le for 

11 any damage done tc the premises ty the juide dog." 

12 

13 

Section 5. Section 49-4-21~, ~CA, is am:noed •o read: 

"49-4-215. Penalty for violating rights. Any person, 

14 finn, or corporation or the agent of any person, f i rmt or 

15 corporation who denies or interferes with admittance to or 

16 enjoyment of the public faci 1 ities enumerilted in 49--'t-211 or 

11 otherwise interferes with the rights of a totally or 

ld Fortially t>lindL--~h or c>th,,r,..isc> 'cisc;bled narson un,Jer 

19 49-4-211 is quilty of a misdemeanor.• 

-End-

-3-
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HOUSF BILL NOo 91 

INTRODUCED BY ASAY• McLANE• FEDAt STO£IEt PISTGRIAt 

CONROY, !iERGENEo MENAHANt ELLISONt MANNING 

A BILL ~OR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE DEAF PERSONS 

WITH CERTAIN RIGHTS PRESENTLY ACCORDED TO THE ALI NO; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 49-4-202• 49-4-211t 49-4-212, 49-4-214t 

AND 49-4-215, MCA•" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF TH~ STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section lo Section 49-4-202, ~CAt is amended to read: 

•49-4-202. Policy of the state. It is the pol icy of 

the state to encourage and enable the blind, the visually 

handicapped, tbe deaf£ and the otherwise physically disabled 

to participate fully in the social and economic life of the 

state and to engage in remunerative employment. The blindr 

the visually handicapped, the deaf, and the otherwise 

vhysically disabled shall be employed in the state s~rvice, 

the service of the political subdivisions of the state, the 

public schoulst and all other employment supported in whole 

or in part oy public funds on the same terms and conditions 

as the able-bodied• unless it is shown that the particular 

d i sab ill ty pr"'v"'nts the performance ·:>f the work. involved." 

Section 2. Section 49-4-211, ~CA, is amended to read: 

11 49-4-211• Right to use public places and 
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HB 0091/02 

accommodations. (1) The blind~ eftd the visually handicapped£ 

~ the deaf have the same right as the able-bodied to the 

full and free use of the streets, highways, sidewalks, 

walkways, public buildings, public facilities, and other 

pual i c places. 

(2) The blind£ aftd the visually handicapped£ and tb~ 

deaf are entitled to full and equal accommodations, 

advantages, facilities, and privileges of all common 

carriers, as defined In 69-11-lOlt and all public 

acco~modations, as defined in 49-2-101, subject only to the 

conditions and limitations established by law and ap?licable 

alike to all persons." 

Section 3. Section 49-4-212, HCA, is amended to read: 

"49-4-212. Access to housing accommodations. (l) 

Blind£ per~eft~-eftd visually handicapped, and deaf persons 

are entitled to as full and equal access as other members of 

the ~eneral public to any housing accommodation offered for 

compensation in this state. 

(2) Nothing in this section requires a person renting, 

leasing, or providing real property for compensation to 

modify his property in any way or provide a higher degree of 

care for a blind£ per~eft-er-e visually handicapped, or deaf 

person than for a person who is not so disabled." 

Section 4. Section 49-4-214t MCAt is amend~d to read: 

"49-4-214. Risht to be accompanied by a guide dog. {1) 

SECOND PRINTING 
-2- HB 91 

T H I R D R E A D I N G 



H'> 0091/02 

1 Every totally or partially blind ~~f person hes the 

2 right to be accompanied by a guide dog, especially trained 

3 for t~e purpose, in any of the places mentioned in 

4 49-4-211(2) without being charged extr~ for the guide dog. 

5 He is 1 iable for any damage done to the premises or 

6 facilities by such dog. 

1 (2) Every totally or partially blind ~-~ person 

8 who has a guide dog or who ~·btains a guide dog is entitled 

9 to full anc equal access to all housing accommodations as 

10 provided in 49-Z-305 and 49-4-212. He may not be required to 

11 pay extra compensation for the guide dog but is liable for 

12 any damage done to the premises by the guide dog." 

13 Section 5. Section 49-4-215, :~cA, is amended to read: 

14 1149-4-215. Pen~lty for violetinq rights. Any person, 

15 firmo or corporation or the agent of any person, firmo or 

16 corporation who denies or interferes with admittance to or 

17 enjoyment of the public facilities enumerated in 49-4-211 or 

1e other~ise interferes with the rights of 3 totally or 

19 partially blind• deaf, or otherwise disabled person under 

20 49-4-211 is guilty of a misdemeanor.• 

-End-

-3- HB 91 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 91 

INTRODUCED BY ASAY, MclANE, FEOA, STOBIE, PISTORIA, 

CONROY, BERGENE, MENAHAN, ELLISON, MANNING 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE DEAF PERSONS 

WITH CERTAIN RIGHTS PRESENTLY ACCORO~D TO THE BLIND; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 49-4-202, 49-4-211, 49-4-212, 49-4-214• 

AND 49-4-215, MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTEO BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTAN~: 

Section 1. Section 49-4-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

"4 9-4-2 0 2. Pol icy of the state. It i s the pol i c y of 

th~ state to encourage and enable the blind, the visually 

handicapped. th~_de2f~ and the otherwise physically disabled 

to participate fully in the social and economic life of the 

state and to engage in remunerative employment. The blind, 

th~ vi~ually hand1capped. !b~--2~~f~ and the otherwise 

phys1cally dt5dbled shall be employed 1n the state servtce, 

the service of the political subdivisions of the state, the 

publ1c schools, and all other employment supported in whole 

or 1n part by public funds on the same terms and conditions 

as the ~ble-bodledt unless it IS shown that the particular 

d1saDility prevents the performance of the work Involved." 

Section 2. Section 49-4-211. M(A, is amended to read: 

"49 -4- 2 1 1. R i gn t to use public places and 
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accommodations. (1) The blind~ end the visually handicapped~ 

and_!b~-~~~! have the same right as the able-bodied tv the 

full and free use of the streets, high~ays, sidewalks, 

walkways, public buildings, public facilities, and other 

public places. 

(2) The blind~ end the visually handicapped2_~ng_!he 

1e~! are entitled to full and equal accommodations, 

advantages. f ac i l ; t i e s , and privile~es of all common 

carriers. as defined in 69-11-101' and all pub! i c 

accommodations, as defined in 49-2-101• subJect only to the 

conditions and limitations established by law and applicable 

altke to all persons." 

Section 3 .. Sect ion 49-4-212, MCA, IS amended to read: 

"49-4-2 12. Access to housing accommodations. ( 1) 

Blind~ p~~~en~-end VISually handicapped~--~~~--Q~af persons 

are entitled to as full and equal access as other members of 

the general public to any housing accommodation offered for 

compensation in this state. 

(l) Nothing in this section requ1res a person renttng, 

leasing, or providin~ real property for compensation to 

m~dify his property 1n any way or provide a higher degree of 

care for a blind~ p~~~en-e~-e visually handicapped2-Q£_deaf 

person than for a P"'rson who is not so disabled." 

Section 4. Section 49-4-214• MCA, is amended to read: 

"49-4-214. Right to be accompanied by a guide oa 

-2- Hc\ 91 
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~EA~l~~ dog. (l) Every totally or part1ally blind ~!__deaf 

2 person has the right to be accompanied by a guide QE_~s~ElNG 

3 dog, especially trained for the purpose, in any of the 

~ places mentioned in ~9-4-211(2} Without being charged extra 

S for the guide Q~_Hf!~!~~ dog. He is liable for any damage 

6 done to the premises or facilities by such dog. 

1 (2} Every totally or partially blind QL_deaf person 

8 who has a guide ~~~!~~ dog or who obtains a guide Q~ 

9 HEA~!NG dog IS entitled to full and equal access to all 

10 housing accommodations as provided in 49-2-305 and ~9-4-212. 

11 He may not be required to pay extra compensation for the 

12 guide Q~-~EARl~ dog but is I table for any damage done to 

13 the premises by the guide Q~~RIN~ dog." 

1~ Section s. Section 49-4-215o MCA, is amended to read: 

1S "49-4-215. Penalty for violating rights. Any person, 

16 firm, or corporation or the agent of any person, firm, or 

17 corporation who denies or interferes with admittance to or 

18 enjoyment of the pub! ic facilities enumerated in 49-4-211 or 

19 otherwise interferes w1th the rights of a totally or 

20 partially bl ind~-1~2fL or otherwise disabled person under 

21 <t9-4-211 is '~u1lty of a misdemeanor •" 

-End-
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March 6, 1981 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(Public Health, Welfare & Safety) 

That House Bill No. 91 be amended as follows: 

1. Page 2, line 25. 
Following: "guide" 
Insert: "or hearing" 

2. Page 3, line 2. 
Following: "guide" 
Insert: ''or hearing'' 

3. Page 3, line 4. 
Following: "guide" 
Insert: " or hearing" 

4. Page 3, line 8. 
Following: "guide" 
Insert: ''or hearing'' 
Following: "guide" 
Insert-: "or hearing" 

5. Page 3, line 11. 
FollCMi.ng: "guide" 
Insert: "or hearing" 

6. Page 3, line 12. 
Following: "guide" 

, II 
Insert: "or hearmg 


