House Bill 82

In The House

January 6, 19281 Introduced and referred
to Committee on Rules.

January 21, 1931 Committee recommend bill
do not pass.
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__HOUSE BILL No. _82

INTRODUCED BY IVERSON

2Y REQUEST OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE 2N INCIAM AFFAIRS

A BILL FCR AN ACT ENTITLED: #aN ACT TO CREATE A PERMANENT

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEZ ON INDIAN AFFAIRS.*

AHEREAS e there are seven Indian reservations and
numerous landless Indians in Montana; and

WHEREASe the wvarious tribes have treaties with the
United States which s5till require interpretation; and

WHEREAS» extremely complex jurisdictionals socials
politicaly and philosophical questions arise in virtually
all subject areass including law enforcement, water rights,
pcllution controls natural resourcesy game managements
healthy social servicesy educations and taxaticen that in
turn oaroduce tension and conflict in tribal/state and
Indian/non—-Indian relations; and

HHEREASy Congrassy as the wultimate authority on
r2Tations with the Indian tribesys has not been able to act
in a decisive manner to resclve these questions and is
unlikely to do so in the foreseeable futurej and

WHEREASy jurisdictional 1litigation on & case-by-case
basis is expersive +to the statey tribess and private

parties; and
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HHEREASy the jurisdictionals socials and philosophical
problams between Indians and non-Indians 3re historical and
cannot be expected to dissipate quickly; and

WHEREASs the non—Indian people of HMontans find it is to
their benefit to have a cooperative and communicative
liaison with the Indian people in Montana on a continuing
basis; and

WHEREASy the Indian people in Montana have indicated it
is also to their benefit to have a 1legislative committee
with which to maintain such a cooperative and communicative

liaisone

85 IT EMACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section le Oefinitionse As used in {this act]s
®committea®™ mesans the permanent committee on Indian affairs
¢reated in [section 2}«

Secticn 2« Committee on Indian affsirs -—- appointment
and compositione {1) There is a committee on Indian affzairse

(2} The committee consists of four members of the
sen3tes appointed by the president of th2 senatzy and  four
meabars of the house of representativese appointad by the
spuazer of the hcocusee. No rore than two memnbers from  either
nouce nay be sembers of the sam: partye

{3) Appecintments must be made before final adjournment

of a raegular s2ss5ion.
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Section 3e Term of officne Appointments to the
committee are for 2 yearse. A member of the committee serves
until his term of office as a legislator 1is ended or his
successor is appointeds whichever occurs firste

Secticon 4« Yacanciese (1) A vacancy occurring Zuring a
legislative session must be filled in the same manner as the
original appointment.

{2} A vacancy occurring when the legislature is not in
session must be filled by the selection of a member of the
appropriate house and political party by the remaining
members of the committeee

{3} An appointment to the committee under this section
is for the unexpired term of the original members

Section Se Officerse The committee shall elect one of
its wmembers as chairman and may elect other officers It
considers necessalrye

Section 6« Meetings and compensatione {1} The committee
shall meet as often as the chairman considers It necessary
during and between legislative sessionse.

{2) Comnittea members are 2ntitled to receive
compensation and expenses as provided in 5-2-302.

Section Te Staff assistance.« The legislative council
shall provide staff assistance to the comrittees The
legistative council has the same authority of investigation

and examination and the same authority to hold hearings on
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behalf of the committee as it has for other committeas under
5-11-106 and 5-11-10T.

Section 8. Duties of the committese The committen
shall:

(L} act as an available conduit for the Indian pecple
to the legislaturae;

{2} seek opinions of and information fronm Indian
tribesy state agenciess local governmentsy non-Indians
1iving on or near Indian reservaticnse and other interested
persons and agencies to gain insight into Indian/non-Indian
relationss

{3) particularly encourage and foster participation
from Indian pecple at its meetings;

(4} study the possibility of state plans or wmechanisms
that would allow and encouracge tribalsstate or tribal/local
government cooperation or otherwise promote solutions for
statz/Indian and localysIndian jurisdictionals socials and
philoscphical problems in Montanaj

(5} when requested or when considered appropriate by
the committeey hold hearings and act as a negotiating body
to facilitate agreements and better understanding between
the tribes and public agencies;

(6) provide a continuing dialogue with the Indian
people of Montana in order to improve their knowledge of the

legislative process and the structure of state agencies; and
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{T)} report its activitiesy findingss recommendatlionss
and any proposed legislation tc each legislature in a report
to be published not later than November 15 of each vyear
preceding a rezular legislative sessione

-End=~




