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HOUSE BILL NO. 4 

INTRODUCED llY KEEDY 

BY REQUEST OF THE INTERIM CO~ITTEE ON CORRECTIONS 

POLICY AND FACILITY NEEDS WITH NO RECOMMENDATION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ELIMINATE THE 

PROVISION THAT AN OFFENDER SERVING A TmE SENTENCE f1AY BE 

PAROLED AFTER SERVING 17 1/2 YEARS; AMENDING S!:'CTION 

46-23-~01, MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 46-23-201• MCA, is amended to read: 

"46-23-201. Prisoners eligible for parole. (1) Subject 

to tne following restrictions, the board shall rele~se on 

15 parole ~y appropriate order any person confined in the 

16 ~ontana state prison• except persons under sentence 0f death 

17 and persons serving sentences imposed under 46-13-202(2), 

18 ~hen in its opinion there Is reasonabl~ probability that the 

19 ?risoner can be released without detriment to himself or to 

20 the community: 

21 (a) No convict serving a time sentence may be paroled 

22 until he has served at least one-half of his full term, less 

23 the good time allo~ance provided for in 53-3~-1~5; except 

24 that d convict jesignated as a nondangerous offender under 

25 '•' -1 '-'•·'14 mai' be paroled after he has Sel'"ved one-quarter of 
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his full term, less the good time allowance provided for in 

53-30-105. Any-e~~ende~-~e~y~--e--~+me--sen~enee--eey--be 

pare~ed--ef~~--he--has--~erYe6y-~en-h+~~e~•-e+-~en~eneeT 

:l:'f-:l:ti!-yeM'-

(b) No convict sel'"ving a life sentence may be paroled 

until he has served 30 years, less the good time allowance 

pl'"ovided for In 53-30-105. 

{2) A parole shall be OJ'"dered only for the best 

interests of society and not as an award of cle~ncy or a 

reduction of sentence or pardon. A prisoner shall be placed 

on parole only when the board believes that he is able ana 

willing to fulfill the obligations of a 1 aw-abi ding 

citizen.• 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. '(Q< Rl 

FISCAL NOTE 

F<mn BD·l5 

In complianGe with a written request received January 7 , 19l.L..., there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for_ House Bi 11 #4 pursuant to •Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Anncut~d (MCA). 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Ll!gislature upon request. 

Description of Proposed Legislation: 11 An act to eliminate the prov1s1on that an 
offender serving a time sentence may be paroled after serving 17Ja years; 
Amending Section 46-23-201~ MCA. 11 

Assumptions: 

This Proposed Legislation is not retroactive. 

Fiscal Impact: 

• There would be no fiscal impact during the 82-83 Biennium . 
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