
SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 37 

INTRODUCED BY STEPHENS, BLAYLOCK, GRAHAM, 
E. SMITH, KOLSTAD 

April 6, 1979 

April 17, 1979 

April 18, 1979 

April 19, 1979 

April 20, 1979 

April 20, 1979 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Rules. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass. Report adopted. 

Printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

On motion rules suspended. Bill 
placed on Calendar for third 
reading this day. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to second house. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Rules. 

Committee recommend bill 
be concurred in. Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 

IN THE SENATE 

Returned from second house. 
Concurred in. Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE Of MONTANA TO ESTABLISH AN 

INTERIM LEGISLATIVE IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE TO STUDY THE 

FEASIBILITY OF REVISING THE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE STRUCTURE, 

ASSIGNING CERTAIN OVERSIGHT FUNCTIONS TO THE COMMITTEES, AND 

LIMITING THE NUMBER OF BILLS WHICH MAY BE INTRODUCED AFTER 

THE BEGINNING OF THE LEGISLATIVE SESSION. 

WHEREAS, there has been a signi~icant increase in the 

voluae of legislation considered by each succeeding 

Legislature in the past decadeo with sore than 2o000 

legislative drafting requests being aade In the ~6th 

Legislature; and 

WHEREAS• the Legislature finds it necessary to 

streamline certain current procedures in order to aore 

effectively consider such proposed legislation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(1) That an lnteri• legislative i•provement co••ittee 

be appointed to study: 

(a) the co••ittee structure in each house of 
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Legislature to deter•ine the feasibility of realigning 

qeneral areas of responsibilities and assigning legislative 

oversight responsibilities to the co .. ittees; 

(b) •ethods of li•ltlng the nuaber of bills requested 

to be drafted and requiring the drafting of legislation 

prior to the coa.ence•ent of the legislative session. 

(2) That the c-it tee shall use House Joint 

Resolution No. ~6 introduced In the ~6th Legislature as a 

basis for its study. 

{3) That the co .. lttee be coeposed of two senators 

appointed by the President of the Senne. two senators 

appointed by the Senate Minority Floor Leadere two 

representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House of 

Representatives, and two representatives appointed by the 

House Minority floor Leader. 

{It) Tha1: the COIIIIItt- -y -et not .are than three 

ti .. s during the interla preceding the 1981 legislative 

session• Necessary travel expenses of the co .. lttee shall be 

paid froa the appropriation contained in House Bill No. 1 

of the ~6th legislature to the Legislative Council for 

legislative travelo after approval as provided therein. 

(">t That the co-ittee shall present its 

reco•~ndations to the pre-1981 session caucuso together 

with a draft of any proposed rules or a•endaents to joint 

rul~s necessary to iaple•ent the recoaaendations. It Is 
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1 intended that the rules co .. ittees appointed at or follo~ing 

2 the presession caucuses .eet jointly prior to the convening 

3 of the 1981 session to consider the reco .. endations and to 

~ present such proposed rules or aaend•ents as they approve to 

S the ~7th Legislature upon co .. ence .. nt for adoption on the 

6 first legislative day, along ~lth othe~ rules proposed for 

1 teeporary adoption. 

-End-
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Approved by Comm. 
on Rules 
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A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STAT~ OF MONTANA TO ESTABLISH AN 

INTERIM LEGISLATIVE IMPROVEMENT CO""ITTEE TO STUDY THE 

FEASIBILITY OF REVISING THE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE STRUCTURE, 

ASSIGNING CERTAIN OVERSIGHT FUNCTIONS TO THE COMMITTEESw AND 

LIMITING THE NUMBER OF BILLS WHICH MAY BE INTRODUCED AFTER 

THE BEGINNING OF THE LEGISLATIVE SESSION. 

WHEREASw there has been a significant Increase in the 

voluae of legislation considered by ea'h succeeding 

Legislature In the past decadew with aore than z.ooo 

legislative drafting requests being aade In the 46th 

Legislature; and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature finds it necessary to 

streaaline certain current procedures in order to •ore 

effectively consider such proposed legislation. 

NOW, THEREFOREe BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(ll That an interi• legislative iaprove•ent c~•ittee 

be appointed to study: 

(a) the c~ittee structure in each house of 
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Legislature to deter•ine the feasibility of realigning 

qeneral areas of responsibilities and assigning legislative 

oversight responsibilities to the co .. ittees; 

(b) .athods of li•itlng the nu~r of bills requested 

to be drafted and requiring the drafting of legislation 

prior to the co ... nce .. nt of the legislative session. 

(2) That the c-ittee shall use House Joint 

Resolution No. lt6 introduced In the 46th Legislature as a 

basis for its study. 

(3) That the co .. ittee be coaposed of tvo senators 

appointed by the President of the Senatew two senators 

appointed by the Senate Minority Floor Leader• two 

representatives a9polnted by the Speaker of the House of 

Representatives. and two representatives appointed by the 

House Minority Floor Leader. 

(4t) That the coa•ittee -y -et not .ore than three 

ti-s during the lnterl• preceding the 1~81 legislative 

session. Necessary travel expenses of the co .. lttee shall be 

paid froa the appropriation contained in House Bill No. 1 

of the lt6th Legislature to the Legislative Council for 

legislative travelo after approval as provided therein. 

(5) That the co-it tee shall present its 

reco~~ndations to the pre-1981 session caucus, together 

with a draft of any proposed rules or a .. nd•ents to joint 

rules necessary to i•ple•ent the reco•aendatlons. It Is 
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1 intended that the rules co .. ittees appointed at or following 

Z the presession caucuses •eet jointly prior to the convening 

3 of the 1981 sess.ion to consider the reco ... ndations and to 

~ present such proposed rules or a.end•ents as they approve to 

5 the ~7th Legislature upon co .. ence .. nt for adoption on the 

6 first legislative day, along with other rules proposed for 

7 te.porary adoption. 

-End-
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SENATE .JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 37 

INTRODUCED BY STEPHENS, BLAYLOCKw GRAHAM, 

E. SMITHw KOLSTAD 

A .JOINT RESOlUTION OF THE SENATF. AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA TO ESTABLISH AN 

INTERIK LEGISlATIVE IKPROVEMENT COMKITTEE TO STUDY THE 

FEASIBILITY OF REVISING THE LEGISlATIVE COMMITTEE STRUCTURE• 

ASSIGNING CERTAIN OVERSIGHT FUNCTIONS TO THE COMMITTEES, AND 

LIMITING THE HUMBER OF BILLS WKICH MAY BE INTRODUCED AFTER 

THE BEGINNING OF THE LEGISLATIVE SESSION. 

WHEREAS, there has been a significant Increase In the 

voluJDe of 

Legislature 

legislativ~ 

legislation considered by each 

In the past decade, with .ore 

drafting requests being .ade In 

Legislature; and 

succeeding 

than 2,000 

the 46th 

WHEREAS, the Legislature finds It necessary to 

streamline certain current procedures In order to eore 

effectively consider such proposed legislation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(1) That an lnterl• legislative laprove•ent coa.lttee 

be appointed to study: 
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(aJ the co .. lttee structure In each 

Legislature to deter•lne the feasibility of 
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house of 

realigning 

general areas of responsibilities and assigning legislative 

oversight responsibilities to the coeeittees; 

(b) aethods of llaitlng the nueber of bills requested 

to be drafted and requiring the drafting of legislation 

prior to the coeeenceaent of the legislative session. 

(2) That the coaelttee shall use House Joint 

Resolution No. <\6 Introduced In the ~6th Legislature as a 

basts for Its studJ• 

(3) That the co .. Jttee ba coeposed of two senators 

appointed by the President of the Senate, two senators 

appointed by the Senate Minority Floor leader, two 

representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House of 

Representatives, and two representatives appointed by the 

House "inorlty Floor Leader. 

(~) That the co .. lttee •ay aeet not eore than three 

tt .. s during the interl• preceding the 1981 legislative 

session. Necessary travel expenses of the co .. tttee shall be 

paid fro• the appropriation contained In House 8111 No. 1 

of the ~6th Legislature to the legls,attve Council for 

legislative travel, after approval as provided therein. 

(S) That the coeelttee shall present its 

reco ... ndatlons to the pre-1981 session caucus, together 

with a draft of any proposed rules or aaendeents to joint 
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1 rules necessary to i~le.ent the rec~.andations. It is 

2 Intended that the rules coe.lttees appointed at or folloMing 

3 the presesslon cau~uses ..at jointly prior to the convening 

~ of the 1981 session to consider the recoe~ndatlons and to 

5 present such proposed rules or a .. ndeents as they approve to 

6 the ~lth Legislature upon co.aenceeent for adoption on the 

l first legislative day. along with other rules proposed for 

a teeporary adoption. 

-End-
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