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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 27 

INTRODUCED BY S. BROWN 

BY REQUEST OF THE SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

February 15, 1979 

February 17, 1979 

February 19, 1979 

February 20, 1979 

February 21, 1979 

February 22, 1979 

February 23, 1979 

March 19, 1979 

March 20, 1979 

March 21, 1979 

March 23, 1979 

March 24, 1979 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass. Report adopted. 

Printed and placed on members' 
Q.esks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to second house. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill 
be concurred in. Report 
adopted. 

Motion pass consideration. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 

IN THE SENATE 

Returned from second house. 
Concurred in. Sent to 
enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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BY REQUEST OF THE SE~ATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 0~ 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF HONTANA URGING THE HONTANA 

SUPREME COURT TO APPOINT LAYHEN TO THE COMMISSION ON 

PRACTICE AND TO REQUIRE THE COHHISSION TO REPORT BIENNIALLY 

TO THE lEGISLATURE. 

WHEREASo the legislature believes that absolute public 

confidence in all professions •ust be •aintained; and 

WHEREASo the Legislature bel I eves that public 

confidence in the legal profession would be i•proved if 

laymen participated in the investigation of co•plaints 

a~ainst attorneys and in disciplinary proceedings. 

~OWo THEREFOREo BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSF 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF TH~ STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Supre~e Court of the st~te of Montana is urged 

to appoint lay~en to the Com•ission on Practice as soon ~s 

possible. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEOo that the Supre~e Court of the 

24 state of Montana is urged to require the Co••ission on 

25 Practice to submit a report to the Legislature each year the 
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Legislature meets in regular session and to require that the 

report contain the following infor~tlon: 

(1) identification of each coaplaint received by the 

co .. ission during the preceding blenniua by a separate 

nu~ber that in no way reveals the identity of the attorney 

coaplained against< 

(2) the date each such co•plaint was filed; 

(3) the general nature of each such co~laint; 

(4) whether there have been previous coaplaints 

against the sa~ ~ttorney and. if so, the general nature of 

the previous co•plaints; 

(5) the present status of all co•plaints filed with or 

pending before the co••ission during the preceding bienniua; 

and 

(6) whenever a final disposition of a coaplaint has 

been •ade during the preceding biennium, the nature of the 

disposition. the co .. ission•s reco•mendation to the Supre.a 

Courto and the action taken by the Supre•e Court. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOlVED, that the Secretary of State 

shall send a copy of this resolution to each Justice of the 

Montana Supre~~ Court and to the President of the State Bar 

of Montana. 

-End-
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BY REOUEST OF THE SENATE ~UDICIARY COMMITTEE 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF TM SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING THE MONTANA 

SUPREME COURT TO APPOINT LAYMEN TO THE COMMISSION ON 

PRACTICE AND TO REQUIRE TME CO""ISSION TO REPORT BIENNIALLY 
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WHEREAS, the Legl•lature believes that absolute public 

confidence In all professions -t be -int:alnedi and 

WHEREAS• the Legislature believes that public 

confidence In the legal profession would be lwproved If 

lay.an participated in the investigation of cowplalnts 

against attorneys and in disciplinary proceedings. 

NOW• THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTAHAI 

That the Supre•e court of the state of Montana is urged 

to appoint lay~~en to the c-t-ien on Practice as soon as 

possible. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED• that the Suprewe Court of the 

21t state of Montana Is urged to require the Coeeission on 

25 Practice to su~it a report to the Legislature each year the 
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Legislature ...ts in regul~ session and to require that the 

report contain the fo11owlnq lnfor-tlon• 

C1l identification of each coaplafnt received by the 

c-hslon during the preceding blennlu• by a -parate 

..-.r that In no way rev-1s the Identity of UMt atorMy 

ca-ptained agalnsti 

Cl) the date each such COIIPlafnt -s filed; 

(31 the general nature of eah SUdt cGIIP1alntl 

(It) lllhHher t.ttere haVe been pr-lous eo~~platMs 

against the s.- attornej and• if so. the general nature of 

t.be pr-lous COIIplalnts; 

(5) t.he present stHus of all CCMIPI•Ints filed with or 

peading before the c-15•1- during the preceding blennl-i 

and 

(6) whenever a final disposition of a c~plaint has 

been eade during the preceding blennl-• the nature of the 

disposition• the c-isslon•s rec_.ndatfon to the Supr

tourt. and the ectlon taken bJ the Supreee Court. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEOw that the Secretary of State 

shall send a copy of this resolution to each Justice of the 

Montana Supr ... Court and to the President of the State Bar 

of "ontana. 

-End-

_.r'-r- 0 -'J V rf 4/ 
-2-

T H I R D R E A D I N G 



46th Legislature SJR 0027{02 

2 

3 

4 

o; 

6 

8 

q 

10 

11 

12 

13 

i4 

15 

16 

l1 

18 

19 

.20 

21 

22 

23 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 27 

INTRODUCED BY So BROWN 

BY REQUEST OF THE SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE Of 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE Of MONTANA URGING THE ~ONTANA 

SUPREME COURT TO APPOINT LAYMEN TO THE COMMISSION ON 

PRACTICE AND TO REQUIRE THE COMMISSION TO REPORT BIENNIALLY 

TO THE LEGISLATURE. 

WHEREAS. the legislature believes that absolute public 

confidence in all professions aust be maintained; and 

WHEREAS. the Legislature believes that public 

confidence in the legal profession vould be improved if 

laymen participated in the investigation of complaints 

against attorneys and in disciplinary proceedings. 

NOW• THEREFORE• BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Supreme Court of the state of Montana i~ urgerl 

to appoint laymen to the Commission on Practic~ as soon as 

possible. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED. that the Supreme Court of the 

.24 state of Montana is urged to require the Commission on 

.25 Practice to submit a report to the leJislature each year the 
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legislature aeets in regular session and to require that the 

report contain the follovlng inforaation: 

Ill identification of each complaint ~eceived by the 

commission during the p~eceding biennium by a sepa~ate 

nuaber that in no way reveals the iqentity of the attorney 

complained against; 

(2) the date each such complaint was filed; 

(l) the general nature of each such coaplaint; 

(4) whether there have been previous 

aryainst the same attorney and• if so, the general 

co•plaints 

natu~e of 

the previous coMplaints; 

{~) the present status of all co•plaints filed vith o~ 

pending before the coaaission during the preceding biennium; 

and 

{61 whenever a final disposition of a complaint has 

been •ade durinq the precedlnq biennium. the nature of the 

disposition. the co••ission•s recommendation to the Supreme 

Court• and the action taken by the Supreme Court. 

~E IT fU~THER ~ESOLYEOo that the Secretary of State 

shall send a copy of this resolu~ion to each Justice of the 

Montana Supre~e Court and to the President of the State Bar 

of Montana. 

-End-
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