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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 2 

INTRODUCED BY STEPHENS 

IN THE SENATE 

January 11, 1979 

IN THE HOUSE 

January 11, 1979 

Introduced and referred 
to Committee on Rules. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass. Report adopted. 

On motion rules suspended. 
Bill referred to second 
reading for consideration 
this day. 

Second reading, do pass. 

On motion rules suspended. 
Bill placed on calendar 
for third reading this day. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to second house. 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Rules. 

Committee recommend bill 
be concurred in. Report adopted. 

On motion rules suspended 
and bill placed on Second 
Reading this day. 

Second reading, be 
concurred in. 

On motion rules suspended 
and bill placed on third 
reading this day. 

Third reading, be concurred 
in. 



IN THE SENATE 

January 12, 1979 
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Returned from second house. 
Be concurred in. 

Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE ANO THE HOU'iE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA TO AOOPT JOINT RULES 

TO GOVERN ITS PROCEEDINGS. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLV~D BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF "OHTAKA: 

That the following joint rules are adopted: 

CHAPTER 1 

Presiding Officer - Decorua, 

Order and Debate 

1-1. The presiding officer of the Senate is the 

president and the presiding officer of the House of 

Representatives is the speaker. The presiding officer of 

each house shall take the chair on every legislative day at 

the hour to which that house adjourned at the last sitting. 

After call to order, prayer by the chaplain and roll callw a 

report on the journal for the preceding legislative day 

shall be given in the presence of a quoru•• and each house 

shall proceed with the regular order of business. 

1-2. The presiding officer, or any .aaber acting as 

presiding officer, of each house shall preserve order and 

decoruao and in case of disturbance or disorderly conduct, 
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aay order the galleries or lobbies to be cleared. 

1-3. The presiding officer of each house has general 

control and direction of the hall, chamber, roo•s• passages 

and corridors of the house over which he presides. Reporters 

on assign .. nt in either house are subject to placement by 

the presiding officer. 

l-It. The presiding officer of each house shall decide 

all questions of order, subject to an appeal by any meaber 

seconded by two other me•bers. No me•ber •ay speak DOre than 

once on an appeal without the consent of a majority of the 

house of which he is a •ember. 

1-5. When a eeeber desires to speak he shall rise and 

address the presiding officer and, being recognized, shall 

speak standing in his place unless the presiding officer 

grants per•ission to speak from soae other place on the 

floor. When two or •ore members rise at the sa•e time the 

presiding officer shall name the eember who is to speak 

first. 

1-6. When a eember has been called to order, he shall 

sit down until the presiding officer deter•ines whether he 

is in order or not. If the member is called to order for 

words spoken in debate, the language excepted to shall be 

taken down in writing by the chi~f clerk or secretary. 

1-7. Questions of privilege are: first, those affecting 

the collective rightso safetyo dignity, and integrity of the 

SJI' ~ 
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proceedings of either house; and secondw those affecting the 

rightso reputation and conduct of individual aeabers of 

either house in their capacity as .eabers. A question of 

privilege affecting either house collectively takes 

precedence over a question of privilege affecting an 

individual .a.ber. 

1-8. The presiding officer of each house shall sign all 

subpoenas approved or issued by the house over which he 

presides. The presiding officer shall certify the payroll 

as prepared by legislative Council staff. 

1-9. (lJ A coamunication or paper shall be addressed to 

the presiding officer and shall bear tbe naae of the person 

subaitting it. ~hen the reading of a paper is called for and 

a ... her objects, it shall be deterained by a vote of the 

house wi~out debate. This subsection does not apply to 

bil15 or to co-nications f't"oa the gov-nor or the other 

house. 

(2) A ~r for or against proposed legisl~tion aay not 

be placed on the de5kS of the aeabers or circulated within 

the chamber unless the person responsible has signed it and 

has received per•lssion froa the presiding officer to 

distribute it in the house concerned. 

1-10. When ~he presiding officer is a aeaber of the 

house over which he is presiding he shall vote as any other 

aeaber and •ay not vote a second tiae. 
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CHAPTER Z 

Meetings, Quorues and Attendance 

2-1. The hour of aeeting of the Senate and House of 

Representatives aay be as ordered by the Senate or House. 

2-2. lobbying on the floor of the Senate or House of 

Representatives is prohibited during the session and within 

one hour prior to the co ... nce•ent of a session and within 

one-half hour after recess or adjournaent. 

2-3. The sessions of the legislature and of the 

co .. ittee of the ~~oleo all coealttee aeetlngs. and all 

hearings shall be open to the public (Montana Constitution• 

Art. Yo Sec. lO(l))• 

2-4. Neither house shallo without the con~ent of the 

other, adjourn or recess for acre than three days, nor to 

any other place than that in which the two houses shall be 

sitting (Montana Constit~iono Art. v, Sec. 10(5))• 

2-s. A aajority of each ho~s• shall constitute a quorua 

to do business, but a saaller nuaber aay adjourn fro• day to 

day, and coapel the attendance of absent aeabers. In such 

aanner and under such penalties as each house ~ay prescribe 

(Montana Constitution, Art. Yo Sec. 10{2))• 

2-6. Unless he is excused• a -.aber of the House or 

Senate shall be present at every sitting of the house of 

which he Is a ee~er. 

2-7. ln the absence of a quoru•o a majority of aeabers 

-4-



1 

2 

3 

4t 

'j 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

H 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

u: 0611/01 

presen~ in ei~her house •ay co•pel ~he a~~endance of absent 

me•bers by ordering a call of the house of which they are 

members. 

2-8. If a quorum is present, five •e•bers of the Sena~e 

•ay order a call of the Senate, and fifteen ee•bers of the 

House of Representatives •ay order a call of the House. 

2-9. On a call of ei~her house. a -..ber who refuses ~ 

attend may be arrested by the serqeant-at-ar•s or any other 

person. as the majority of such •eebers present shall 

direct. When the attendance of an absent •ember is secured 

after a call of either house, if the house of which he is a 

.ember refuses to excuse his absence. he shall not be paid 

any per diem during his absence and is liable for the 

expenses Incurred In procuring his attendance. 

2-10. During a call of either house, all business of 

th.1t house shall be suspended. After a call has been orden~tl 

no •ot ion is in order except a .at ion to adjourn or reeov<: 

the call. The call .ay be re.oved by a two-~hlrds vote. 

2-11. If either house is in session upon a given day. 

whether or not the other house is in session, that day shall 

constitute a legisla~ive day. 

CHAPTER 3 

Legislative Employees 

3-t. The leyislature shall prescribe the cospens~tion 

of the officers and e•ployees of each house by joint 
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resolution. Each house shall prescribe the duties of its 

officers and employees and no payment shall be •ade from the 

state treasury, or be in any way authorized to any such 

person, except to an acting officer or e•ployee elected or 

appoin~ed in pursuance of law. 

3-2. The legislative Council shall be responsible for 

.aintaining personnel files. 

3-3. The co .. ittee on legislative ad•inistration of 

each house shall appoint secretaries for standing or special 

co .. ittees on reco..andation of the co•mittee chair•an. 

subject to the approval of the respective houses. A 

secretary for a standing or special co .. ittee is i .. edia~ely 

responsible to the co•~ittee chairMan. but when not occupied 

with the duties of a committee, shall work under the 

direction of the chief stenographer of each house. The 

Legislative Council shall hire all engrossing and enrolling 

typists and proofreaders who are under the direction of the 

bills co .. ittee. 

3-4t. The presiding officer and the •ajority and 

•inority floor leader of each house •ay each appoint a 

private secretary. 

3-5. The secretary of the Senate and chief clerk of the 

House of Representatives are responsible to the presiding 

officers of their re~pective houses. Their duties are: 

(a) to have custody of all records, bills, documents 
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and other papers; 

(b} to supervise the Making and exaaination of the 

journal and the handling of bills and resolutions; 

(c} to deliver to the appropriate officers or offices. 

as set forth in these rules during the session or at the 

close of' each session, the journal.< bil·t books and 

resolution books, and all copies of introduced and engrossed 

bills and joint· resolutions; 

(dl to collect fro• the chair-an or secretaries of all 

standing co-ittees. special co-itt•es-, t-11:tees of the 

Whole, and conference co .. ittees. the •inutas of such 

co-ittees and deliver the• to the state historical society .. 

3-6. Journal clerks, bi 11 clerks, typi stso and other 

eMployees responsible for legislative functions. except 

secretaries for standing or special co..ltteeso secretaries 

to- presiding officers, and secretaries to .ajority and 

•inori-ty floo.- leaders, are i-ediately responsible to the 

secretary of the Senate or the chief cl·erk of the Houseo 

subject to the general supervision of the presiding officer. 

3-7. The duties of the engrossing and enrollinq clerks 

are: 

(a) to engross. or enroll all bi T1 s delivered to the• 

within forty-eight hour-s after they have been received• 

unless fu.-ther ti- i-s granted, in writing 9 by. the presiding 

orficer o~ tfle house in which the bill originated; 
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{b) to correct clerical errors. with the consent of 

the secretary of the Senate or chief clerk of the House of 

Representatives. in any bill originating in the house by 

which they are e•ployed. Clerical errors such as the 

following aay be corrected: 

( i) errors in s·pe11in·g 

( i i) errors In nullber ing sections-

( iii) adding or deleting underlining or lines through 

aatter to be stricken 

(iv) .. terial copied incorrectly fro• the Montana Code 

Annotated. 

The secretary of the Senate or chief clerk of the House 

shall obtain written perelssion fro• the principal sponsor 

before such corrections are eade. 

When a co-itt- Is the sponsor of a bill• any -.tJer 

thereof so designated by the chair.an aay be the principat 

sponsor for the purpose of this section. 

3-8. (1) The sergeants-at-ar•s are responsible to the 

presiding officers of their respective houses. Their duties 

are: 

(a) to •aintain order under the direction of the 

presiding officer; 

1 b) to execut-e c o-ands and s:er ve a 11 processes; 

lcJ to receive. distribute and have custody of 

supplies. 

-8-
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sergeant-at-ar•s• doorkeepers. 

and other e.ployees responsible 

functions are i••ediately 

responsible to the sergeant-at-ar•s• subject to the general 

supervision of the presiding officer. 

3-lo. The duties of the chaplain of each house are to 

open each day's session with a prayer. 

3-11• A lagislatlve aide Is a person who has re~istered 

with the clerk of the House or secretary of the Senate and 

has been Issued a distinctive Identification for• such as a 

name tag. Such Identification •ay be issued only upon 

receiving written verification fro• a aeaber that the person 

involved is serving hi• as an aideo A person ~y not 

represent hi•self to be a legislative aide unless he carries 

such identification. The sergeants-at-ar•s and doorkeepers 

shall enforce this rule. Legislative ~ides •ust be of leqal 

age unless otherwise approved by the presiding officer. 

No ae•ber •ay designate .ore than one aide without the 

approval of the Rules co .. ittee of the house Involved. 

Qualifications for legislative interns are specified in 

Title 5o chapter 6o MCA. 

3-12. An ~•ployeeo 

intern of either house 

legislative aide or 

is prohibited from 

1 eq is I at i ve 

lobbying as 

defined in Section 5-7-102(1), MCAo However, such person may 

testify before a co .. ittee of either house on the request of 
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rule shall b9 

3-13. Disputes or complaints involving the competency 

or decoru• of a legislative e~ployee shall be referred to 

the c~ittee on legislative administration of the house by 

which the employee is e•ployed. The coMSitteeo in its 

discretion. may dismiss, suspend or retain the e•ployee. The 

co .. ittee on legislative ad•inistration shall periodically 

review the roster of employees and shall dis•iss surplus 

eaployees. 

3-llto The offices of the Legislative Council shall 

serve both the Senate and House of Representatives as 

required. 

The Council staff shall prepare payrolls for signature 

and prepare a bi.onthly financial report and distribute the 

report to legislative leaders in each house and to ~embers 

of the Senate co .. ittee on finance and Clai•s and House 

co .. ittee on Appropriations. 

3-15. Contracts for purchase or lease of equipment and 

supplies made during the legislative session shall be made 

on the approval of the committee on leqislative 

administration of each house, subject to the review of the 

presiding officer of the respective house. Purchase orders 

shall be issued by legislative Council staff and accounting 

records kept in that office. 

-10-
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4-1. After prayer., roll call• and report on the 

journacl, the order of business of the Senate and House of 

Representatives is as follows: 

-(lJ c-..nicati-ons and petitions 

.(ZoJ Reports of standing co.t~~ittees 

(3•) Reports of select co...,ittees 

-(~.) tlessages ·fr.oa the governor 

(5) Message~ froa the other house 

(6J Motions 

.(·TJ Fir-st reading and c-i'--nt of bills 

·(il) Second reading of bills {C-itt- o'f the Whole) 

(-9-) Thir-d reading of bills and consent CBlendar bills 

{10) Unfinished business 

{-11) Special orders of the day 

UZ) .-Announc-nt of co.t~ittee aeetings. 

To revert to or pass to a new order of business 

requires only a 11ajor i ty vote. Unless otherw-ise specified in 

.the !ROt ion to recess, the house involved shall revert to 

order of husiness No. 1 when reconvening lifter a recess. 

CHAPTER 5 

HDt•ons 

5-1. When a •otion is aade it shall be restated by the 

pres•d•ng officer, and, if requested by the presiding 

-1·1-
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officer or a .e.Oer, shall be reduced to writing and read 

.>loud. A aotion aay be wi·thdrawn by the me.,ber making it at 

any tiae before It Is aaend9d or voted upon. 

5-Z. When a question is under debat~ no motion may be 

aade except the following privileged and subsidiary aotions 

which have precedence in the or~r listed: 

(1 J to adjourn 

{2) for a call of the house 

(3) to recess 

(~) question of privilege 

(5) to lay on the table 

(61 for the previous question 

(7) to postpone to a cert•in day 

(8) to refer OT co .. it 

(9) to -a-nd 

(ln) to postpone indefinitely. 

A question aay be inde~inltely postponed by a aajority 

roll call vote of all ~abers preSEnt and voting. When a 

bill or resolution is postponed indefinitely• it is finally 

rejected and •dY not be acted upon again during the biennium 

except upon a motion of reconsideration made pursuant to 

-Rule 5-4. 

'>-3. -111o ~._ or prOJfO-s-i'thm 1m e sdbje'ct lti''ff·erelft 

f~o• that under consideration shall be admitted under color 

of amend~ent or substitute. 

-12-
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5-~. Any ae•ber mayo on the day the vote was taken or 

on the next day the house in which the action was taken is 

in sessiono move to reconsider the question. A motion to 

reconsider may not be withdrawn after such next legislative 

day without the unani.aus consent of the house concernedo 

and thereafter any •e•ber aay call it up for consideration; 

howevero a .ation to reconsider •ade after the fifty-fourth 

day of the session shall be disposed of when ~ade. A eotion 

to recall a bill fro• the other house constitutes notice to 

reconsider and shall be acted on as a •otion to reconsider. 

A action to reconsider or to recall a bill fro• the other 

house aay be •ade only under order of business No. 6o and 

under that order of business takes precedence over all 

•otions except •otions to recess or adjourn. 

5-5. When a motion to reconsider Is laid on the tableo 

a two-thirds sajority is required to take it fro• the t~ble. 

When a •otion to reconsider failso the question is finally 

and conclusively settled. 

5-6. (1) Except as provided in subsection (21 of this 

ruleo the effect of eovinq the previous questiono if 

adoptedo is to close debate i .. ediatelyo to prevent the 

~vinq of u•endeents or other subsidiary motions. and to 

brin~ to vote promptly the i~ediately pendinq •ain question 

and the adhering subsidiary •otlonso whethe>r on app.,al or 

otherwise. 
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(Z) When the previous question is ordered on any 

debatable question on which there has been no debate. the 

question may be debated for one-half hour. one-half of such 

time to be given to the proponents and one-half to the 

opponents. 

5-T. A call of the house is not in order after the 

previous question is orderedo unless it appears upon an 

actual count by the presiding officer that a quoru• is not 

present. 

5-8. The following motions are not debatable: 

Cl) to adjourn 

(2) for a call of the house 

(3) to recess 

(~) for parlia.entary inquiry 

{5) for suspension of the rules 

(6) to lay on the table 

(71 for the previous question 

(8) to liaito extend the limits ofo or to close debate 

(9) to a•end an undebatable motion 

(10) to divide a question 

(111 to pass business in Committee of the Whole 

(12) to take from the table 

(131 a decision of the presiding officero unless 

appealed or unless he submits the question to the house for 

advice or decision 

-14-
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(14, all Incidental ~otions, such as aotions relating 

to voting or other questions of a general proc~dural nature. 

5-9. A aeaber may aove to divide a question if It 

includes two or .ore propositions so distinct in substance 

that if one thing is taken aw~y a substantive question will 

reaain. 

5-10. No more than one a•endment and no aore than one 

substitute •otion may be •ade to a ~tion. This rule per•lts 

the aain .ation and two •odifying aotions. 

CHAPTER 6 

Rills and Resolutions 

A. fgra gf ajlls -- pef!pjtjon of Rgsglytlgns-- GpQ8raJ 

prgyjsjpns 

6-1. The only types of instru•ents other than bills 

which aay be introduced in either house of the legislature 

are as follows: 

(1) A si.ple resolution is a foraalized .otion passed 

by one house only and bears the heading •House Resolution• 

or •senate Resolution•. It may be used to adopt or aeend the 

rules of one house or to provide for the internal affairs of 

the house adopting it. It does not require three readings or 

a roll call vote. A ~eaber offering a simple resolution •ay 

read. it- i.n his place bef.ore. introduction. When a shtple 

resolution has been introduced, it shall be referred to a 

COIRai tt-- final action shall be taken on the Co••ittee of 
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the Whole report. The trans•ittal of copies of simple 

resolutions is the responsibility of the chief clerk or 

secretary of the house of origin. 

A copy of every si•ple resolution is to be transaitted 

after adoption to the secretary of state by the secretary of 

the Senate or chief clerk of the House. 

(2) A joint resolution aust be adopted by both houses 

and is not approved by the governor. It •ay be used to 

express desire, opinion, syapathyw or request of the 

legislature; to adopt or aaend ~he joint rules; to ratify or 

propose aaendaents to the United States Constitution; and to 

direct changes to. repeal~ or direct adoption of a rule in 

the Montana Adainistratlve Code• Except as o~herwise 

provided in these rules or the Constitution of the State of 

Hontana, a joint resolution Is treated In all respects as a 

bill. 

A copy of every joint resolution Is to be trans•ltted 

after adoption to the secretary of state by the secretary of 

the Senate or chief clerk of the House. 

b-2. Bills shall be typewritten on paper eight and 

one-half by eleven inches ~lth twenty-five numbered lines, 

and shall be introduced in quadruplicate. Pica type and a 

~ood black ribbon •ust be used. Bills shall be nuabered at 

the foot of each page (except page one, and shall have ~hite 

covers of a substantial materia.l. In sections a .. ending 

-16-
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existing statutes. aatter to be stricken out shall be 

indicated with a line through the words or part to be 

deleted• and new matter shall be underlined. Sections of the 

Montana Code Annotated repealed or aaended in a bill shall 

be stated in the title except for general appropriation 

bills and bills for the codification and general revision of 

the laws. Introduced bills will be reproduced on white 

paper and distributed to legislators. 

6-3. No billw except general appropriation billso and 

bills for the codification and general revision of the laws. 

shall contain .ore than one subjecto which shall be clearly 

expressed in the title. The enacting clause of every law 

shall be as follows: •ae It enacted by the legislature of 

the state of Montana•. 

A bill shall be used to propose a.end•ents to th~ 

Constitution of the State of Montana and shall not be 

subject to the veto of the governor (Montana Constitution. 

Art. Vlo Sec. 10(1))• 

6-~. All appropriation bills shall originate in the 

House of Representatives. 

The general appropriation bills ~hall eabrace nothing 

but appropriations for the ordinary expenses of the 

l<>gislativeo executive and judicial branches of stat~ 

government, interest on public debt and for public schools. 

All other appropriations shall be made by separate bills• 
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each embracing but one subject (Montana Constitution. Art. 

Vo Sec. 11(4))• Appropriation bills for the operation of the 

legislature shall be introduced by the chairman of the House 

Coaalttee on Appropriations. 

6-5. Every statute, unless a different time is 

prescribed thereino takes effect on the first day of July of 

the year of its passage and approval. Every joint 

resolution, unless a different ti•e is prescribed therein, 

takes effect fros its passage (Sections 1-2-201 and 1-2-Z02o 

MCA)o 

Be Intrgductjgn 

6-6. Sills will be checked by the staff of the 

Legislative Council prior to consideration by a co .. ittee of 

the legislature for proper for•ato style, and legal form. A 

staMp shall be affixed to the bill cover and initialed 

indicating this review. If such stamp is not affixed at the 

time the bill is delivered to the appropriate com~ittee 

chairaano the chairman shall cause the bill to be 

transmitterl to the Council for such review. Bills will be 

entered on th~ automated bill drdfting equipment and typed 

to fJcilitate a more rapid reproduction. If a bill is not so 

entered prior to introduction. it will not be considered by 

any com~ittee until it has been reviewed and entered. This 

revi~w will be made after the eighteenth day. If the sponsor 

is notified of a proble• with a bill and does not respond to 
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the director of the legislative Counc i 1 within two 

legislative days. the bill will be referred to the co••ittee 

on rules in the house where the bill was Introduced. 

A bill •ay be introduced by endorsing it with the na•e 

of a ~er or coamittee and presenting it to th~ chief 

clerk or secretary in quadruplicate. Bills or joint 

resolutions aay be sponsored jointly by Senate and House 

me~ers. Billsw joint resolutions. and simple resolutions 

shall be nu•bered consecutively in each session ~f the 

legislature In separate series in the order of their 

receipt. 

Any bill proposed by a legislative co .. ittee or 

introduced by request of an ad•inistrative or executive 

agency or depart.ent shall be so indicated following the 

na.es of the sponsorsw •sy Request of the 

{Naae of Agency or Ca..ittee)•• 

Bills may be prefiledo nu•bered and preprinted prior to 

a legislative session. This will be the responsibility of 

the staff of the legislative Council. Actual signatures •ay 

appear on the face of the prefiled bill or signatures •ay be 

obtained on a consent for• fros the Legislative Council. 

Additional sponsors may be added at the ti•e of introduction 

on the first legislative day, on •otion of the chief 

sponsor. These na.es will be forwarded to the Legislative 

Council to be included on the face of the bill following 
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standing co .. lttee approval. 

All prcfiled bills will be •ade available to the 

public. 

6-7. Bills eay be introduced until 5 P••• on the 

eighteenth legislative day, except revenue billso co•mittee 

bills approved by the rules co.eittee of the house in which 

the co .. ittee bill originatedw and appropriation bills. 

All bill drafting requests •ust be submitted to the 

Legislative Council staff by S P••• on the fourteenth 

legislative day. A sponsor of a bill drafted pursuant to a 

ti•ely request, but which is not delivered by the eighteenth 

day by the Legislative Council• shall have two legislative 

days after delivery to introduce the bill. No other bills 

e~cept revenue and appropriation bills •ay bP Introduced 

after 5 P••• on the eighteenth legislative day. 

Revenue bills •ust be introduced by 5 P••• on the 

twenty-first legislative day. Co.eittee bills approved by 

the rulos co .. ittee of the house in which the co .. ittee bill 

originated .ay be Introduced by the fortieth legislative 

day. There is no 

appropridtion bills. 

ti•e 

Joint Resolutions 

Montana Ad•inistrative 

1 i •it for 

affecting rules 

Code •ay be 

transeitted at any tiee during a session. 

introduction 

adopted in 

introduced 

of 

the 

and 

Requests for interi• studies eay be eade by joint 
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resolution only and ~ay be introduced and transmitted at any 

ti~ during a session. 

[TO SE EFFECTIVE if these rules are 

temporary rules of the 47th Legislature: 

6-7. Bills May be introduced until 5 

adopted as 

P••• on the 

fourteenth legislative day, except revenue bills, co••lttee 

bills approved by the rules co .. ittee of the house in Nhich 

the co .. itteo bill originated, and appropriation bills. 

All bill drafting requests must be submitted to the 

legislative Council staff by 5 P••• on the tenth legislative 

day. A sponsor of a bill drafted pursuant to a ti .. ly 

request, but Mhlch Is not delivered by the fourteenth ~ay by 

the Legislative Councilo shall have two legisl~tive days 

after delivery to introduce the bill. No other bills except 

revenue and appropriation bills may be introduced after 5 

p.~. on the fourteenth legislativ~ day. 

Revenue bills •ust be introduced by 5 P••• on the 

twenty-first legislative day. co .. ittee bills approved by 

the rules co .. itttee of the hous~ in which the co••ittee 

bill originated may be introduced by the fortieth 

le~islative day. There Is no ti•e limit for introduction of 

appropriation bills. 

Joint Resolution5 affecting rules adopted in the 

Montana Ad•inistrative Code ~av be introduced and 

trans•itted at any ti•e during a session. 
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Requests for interim studies ~ay be made by joint 

resolution ~•ly and may be introduced and transmitted at any 

time during a session.] 

&-B. No bill may be introduced or received in a house 

after that house has finally rejected a bill during that 

session designed to acco•plish the sa•e purpose save upon 

approval by the rules co••ittee of the house in Nhich the 

bill is offered for introduction or reception. 

Failure to override a veto does not constitute final 

rejection. 

6-9. At least three-fourths of a standing committee 

must consent to the introduction of a co .. ittee bill. Bill 

draftinq requests for co .. ittee-sponsored bills must be 

received by the Legislative Council staff by S P••• on the 

thirty-eighth legislative day and require three-fourths vote 

by the co~•ittee. 

ka__Ejrst Rgadjn~ and Commitment 

6-to. No motion affecting a bill is in order on its 

first reading exc~pt as provided in Joint Rule 6-6. 

Upon introduction or reception of a bill• the chief 

clerk of the House or the secretary of the Senate shall 

?ublicly post upon a listing that bill by a su .. ary of its 

title in the house of origin and by a suamary of its title 

and by its history in the second houseo together with a 

notation of the com•ittee to which it has been assigned. and 

-22- 3J/f~ 
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such posting shall constitute the first reading of the bill. 

6-11• No bill shall be considered or beco8e a law 

unless referred to a ca.aittee and returned therefroe. 

6-12• Upon introduction or reception of a billo it 

shall be referred to a coeaittee by the presidln9 officer. 

6-13. ~ bill .ay be recoe.itted at any tiee before its 

passage. 

De -Aiendeent$ apd $yhatityts Bjlls 

6-llt. ftc lav shall be revised or a-ndedo or the 

provisiens thereof extend~ by reference to its title only9 

but so IIUCh thereof as is revised, a.ended or extended shall 

be reenacted and published at length. 

6-15. Ho lav shall be passed except by billo and no 

bill shall be so altered or aeended on its passage throuqh 

either house as to change its original purpose (Montana 

Constotutiono Art. v, sec. 11(1))• 

6-16. A c~ittee .ay rec~nd that every clause in a 

bill be changed and that entirely ne1101 aatter be substituted 

so long as the new eatter is relevant to the title and 

subject of the original bill. A substitute bill shall be 

considered as an aeendaent and not as a ne1101 bill. 

6-17. The proper fore of reporting a substitute bill by 

a -c~ittee is tv _propose a.andeents to -strike out aN ~ 

the bill follGNing the enacti-ng clause and to substitute the 

- bi·llo ~rec_.ti-ng also -an_y -necessar,y changes in the 
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title. If a co .. ittee report reco ... nding a substitute for a 

bill originatinq in the other house is adopted, the 

substitute bill shall be printed. 

&-18. A.andaents to a bill by the second house shall 

not be further aaended by the house in 1101hich the bill 

or igi'INtedo but. .. st. either be accepted or rejected. If the 

aaendaents are rejected, a conference coeaittee eay be 

requested by the house in 1101hich the bill originated. 

6-19. If a aajority of a house adopts a recoeeendation 

fo~r the passage of a bill originating in that. house after It 

has been ~r-eturned froe a -co-itt.ee with aeendeentS• not less 

than six hundred copies of the bill shall be printed on 

yell- paper with all a-twt.ents incorporated into the 

printed copies. If the bill has been returned froa a 

caa.ittee without a-.ndeent.s. only the first sheet shall be 

~rioted on yello1101 papero and the reaalnder of the text 

incorporated by refel"ence to t.be preceding printed yersion 

of the entire bill. Sills referred to the bills co .. ittee 

of the house of origin for printinq eust be reported 1101ithin 

three da~s unless further t.i88 is granted by that house. 

E. En.rossing and Enrplljng 

6-20. When a bill has been reported favorably by 

1:-6tee ~ ·t-fte ·Wltokl df ~>house CJif origHt 'Mid •tfM! ·1'eport 

has been adopted, the bill shall be engrossed under the 

direction of the bills co .. itteeo and 1101hen reported 

~~A-
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correctly engrossed by the co•mittee shall be placed on the 

calendar for third reading on the succeeding legislative 

day. Co•mittee of the Whole oaend•ents shall be included in 

the engrossed bill. Copies of the engrossed bill to be 

distributed to legislators will be reproduced on blue paper. 

If a bill is unamended by the Coc•ittee of the Whole, 

contains no clerical errorso and Is neatly written. it may 

be engrossed without retyping, and only the first sheet 

shall be printed on blue paper with the reaainder of the 

text incorporated by reference to the preceding printed 

version of the entire bill. 

If a bill is a•ended by the standing co .. ittee or 

co .. ittee of the Whole in the second houseo the a•end•ents 

will be included in a reference bill and distributed in the 

second house for third reading consideration. The aMendcents 

will also be reproduced and attached to the reference bill. 

lf the bill passes on third reading, copies of the reference 

bill and second house amend•ents will be distributed in the 

original house. 

6-21. When a bi 11 has passed both houses it sh.~ll be 

enrolled under the dlr~ction of the bills co••ittee of the 

house of oriyino An original and two duplic~t~ typewritten 

copies of the bill shall be enrolled, free fro• all 

corrections and errorst with a •ar~in of two inches at the 

top and one inch on each sideo with twenty-five unnu•bered 
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lines to the page. In sections amending existing statutes 

new matter shall be underlined, and matter stricken with a 

line through it shall be o•itted. The typewriting shall be 

done ~ith a black record ribbon. pica type, on paper eight 

and one-half inches wide and eleven inches long. The 

original and two copies of the bill shall be red lined. The 

history of the bill shall also be enrolled and placed in 

back of the bill in a white Manuscript cover• upon which is 

~ritten the number of the bill and the title. 

~hen the enrolling has been co•pletedy the bill shall 

be exacined by the author and the bills coamittee and 

reported correctly enrolled. 

The correctly enrolled bill shall be delivered to the 

presiding officer of the house in which the bill originated. 

The presiding officer shall announce fro• the rostrum. the 

announcement to be entered in the journal, the specific 

bills to be signed by hi• and shall designate a tiMe when 

such bill shall be signed• and he shall sign the original 

and two copies of each bill delivered to him not later than 

the next legislative day after it has been reported 

correctly enrolled, unless the bill is delivered on the last 

legislative day in which event it shall be signed that day. 

The fact of signing shall be entered upon the journal no 

later than the next legislative day. At any time after the 

report of a bill correctly enrolled and before the signing, 
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if a •eaber signifies his desire to axaaine the bill, he 

shall be peraitted to do so. The bill shall then be 

transaitted to the other 

shall be followed. 

The original and 

officer of each house 

house where the saae procedure 

two copies signed by the presiding 

shall be presented by the bills 

co .. ittee to the governor. The bills coaeittee shall take a 

receipt froa the governor and shall report to the house the 

day and hour of such presentation. which shall be entered In 

the journal. The original shall be filed with the secretary 

of state. Signed copies with chapter nu.bers assigned 

pursuant to Section 5-11-20~• shall be filed with the clerk 

of the supreae court and the Legislative Council. 

E. Second Beadjng -- Co .. ittee gf the Mhplg 

6-22• All bills except consent calendar bills which 

have been reported by a ca..ittee• accept~ by the house 

concerned and printed• shall be posted on the calendar for 

consideration by COMMittee of the Whole. The 

sergeants-at-artns of the respective houses shall record the 

time each bill is received and the ti•e the bill is placed 

on •e•bers• desks. Until the fiftieth legislative day, one 

day .ust elapse between the tiMe a co .. ittee approved bill 

is placed on the 1118Gbers• desks and consideration by 

co .. ittee of the Whole. Sills shall be arranged on the 

calender in nu.erical order unless they are coapanion bills 
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or are otherwise ordered by· the house or co .. ittee of the 

Whole of the housP concerned. 

b-23. Every bill considered in co .. ittee of the Whole 

shall be read by a suaaary of its tltl~ and considered 

section by section. 

All co .. ittee of the Whole aaendaents shall be prepared 

and delivered to the clerk for reading before the a.endaent 

is voted on. The aaendaent fora will include the date and 

ti- of the a .. nd-nt. 

6-2~. Prior to adoption of a co .. ittee of the Whole 

report. a aeaber aay .ave to segregate a bill. If the aotion 

prevails. the bill reaains on second reading. 

6-25. When a co .. ittee of the Whole report on a bill is 

rejected the bill shall r~aain on second reading. 

6-26. Either house aay resolve Itself into a co .. ittee 

of the Whole by approval of a aotion for that purpose. So 

far as aay be applicable, the rules governing each bouse 

shall be observed when that house resolves itself into a 

co .. ittee of the Whole• except as follows: 

(1) The only actions in order are to: 

(a) a~~~end; 

(b) recommend passage or nonpassaqe; 

~t Tl!lf.o-nd concurrence or noncom:UTTenC'I!i 

(d) i ndef ini tel y postpone; 

(e) pass consideration; 

-28-
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(f) rise; 

{g) rise and report; or 

(i) rise and report progress and ask leave to sit 

again. 

(2) The coamittee .ay not appoint subco .. ittees. 

(3) The co .. ittee aay not punish its aeabers for 

•isconducto but •ay report disorder to the house concerned. 

(It) Unless otherwise prescribed by either house before 

goin~ into co .. ittee of the Wholeo a aeaber aay speak as 

often as he is recognized and for as long each tiee as is 

allowed in debate In the particular house. 

6-27. After a co .. ittee of the Whole has been foraed, 

the presiding officer shall appoint a chairaan to preside. 

Upon resuaing the chalro the presiding officer shall receive 

the report of th~ chairaan of the co .. ittee and the house 

shall take action on the report. 

G, Thjrd Readjng - cgnsent calendar Goyernor•s yeto 

6-28. No bill shall becoae a lav except by vote of a 

•ajority of all the aembers present in each houseo nor 

unless on it5 final passage the vote be taken by ayes and 

noes, and the n~aes of ~hose voting be entered on the 

journ.Jl (Montana Constitution, Art. Vo Sec. 11(1) and (2))• 

Any vote in one house on a bill proposinq an aaendaent 

to the Montana State Constitution where the aathematical 

possibility exists of obtaining the necessary two-thirds 
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vote of the legislature vill cause the oill to progress as 

though it had received the majority vote. 

6-29. Except for consent calendar billso every bill 

shall be read three ti~es prior to passage. either by title 

or by su .. ary of title as provided in these rules. The first 

reading shall be as prescribed in Joint Rule 6-lO; the 

second prior to debate in CoMmittee of the Whole; and the 

thirdo which shall be by coaplete title• prior to final 

passage. No bill shall receive acre than one reading on the 

same day except on the last legislative day. No aMendment 

•ay be offered on the third reading. 

6-30. (1) Each bill passed by the legislature, exc~pt 

bills proposing amendaents to the Montana Constitution, 

bills ratifying proposed aaend•ents to the United States 

Constitution, resolutions. and referendu• .easures of the 

legislature. shall be submitted to the governor for his 

si~nature. If he does not sign or veto the bill within five 

days after its delivery to him if the legislature is in 

session or within twenty-five days if the legislature is 

adjourned, it shall become a law. The governor shall return 

a vetoed bi11 to the legislature with a stateaent of his 

reasons therefor. 

( 2) The governor aay return 

legislature with his recoamendation for 

legislature passes the bill in 
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governor's reco .. endation~ it shall again return the bill to 

the governor for his reconsideration. The governor shall not 

return a bill for amendMent a second tiee. 

(3) If after receipt of a veto aessageo two-thirds of 

the eeabers present approve the bill~ it shall beco.e law. 

(4) Jf the legislature is not in se55ion when the 

governor vetoes a bill~ he shall return the bill ~ith his 

reasons therefor to the legislature as provided by law. The 

legislature •a.y reconvene to reconsider any bi 11 so vetoed. 

(S) The governor may veto ite85 in appropriation 

bills, and in such instances the procedure shall be the sa.e 

as upon veto of an entire bill C"ontana Constitution, Art. 

Yio Sec. 10)• 

6-31. Upon receipt of a veto aessage the presiding 

officer shall read the aessage. After the reading a ee.ber 

aay .ova that the governor's veto shall be overridden. A 

vote on the action shall be deter•ined by roll call. If 

two-thirds of the members present vote •aye• the veto is 

overridden. If tva-thirds of the aeabers present do not vote 

"ay-e" the veto is sustained. 

6-32. If the governor returns a bill to the originating 

house ~ith his recoaeendations for a.endaento such house 

sflal., r1n:orrsider· t-he tti1, under it~ rul>es· rehKiflq-- t'ID'· 

amend•ent offered in Committee of the Whole. The bill is 

then subject to the follo~ing procedures: 
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(a) The originating house shalt transeit to the second 

houseo for consideration under its rules relatin<i to 

a-ndaants In co•111ittee o·f the Whole, the bill and the 

oriqinating house's approval 

governor's reco .. endations. 

or disapproval of the 

(b) If both houses approve the governor•s 

reco .. endatlons the bill shall be returned to the governor 

for his reconsideration. 

{c) If both houses disapprove the governor•s 

reco .. endations the bill shall be returned to the governor 

for his reconsideration. 

{d) If one house disapproves the 

reco ... ndations and the other house approves. 

governor•s 

then either 

house .ay request a conference comaittee which •ay be a free 

conference co .. ittee. 

( i) u both houses adopt ~ conference coaaittee 

reporto the bill in accordance with the report shall be 

returned to the governor for his reconsideration. 

(ii) If a conference coasittee fails to reach agrea.ent 

or if its report is not adopted by both houses the 

yovernor•s reco~ndations shall be considered not approved 

and the bill shall be returned to the governor for further 

00-i>CI:er atri-

ti&__!Laosmjttal of Bills 

6-33. Each house shalt transmit to the other with any 
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bill all relevant papers. When a house bill is transmitted 

from the House of Representatives to the Senater the 

secretary of the Senate shall yive a dat~d receipt for th~ 

bill to the chief clerk of the House. When a Senate hill is 

transmitted to the House of Representativesy the chief clerk 

of the House shall give a dated receipt to the secretary of 

the Senate. 

6-34. ~ billso except for appropriation billso 

revenue bills and amend-ants considered by joint coemittee 

need to be acted upon (save for reference to a co .. ittee by 

the presiding officer) if trans•itted from one house to the 

other after the forty-fifth legislative day, but shall be 

held pending In the house to ~hich it is transmitted unless 

two-thirds of the .eabers present and voting shall determine 

that the bill shall be acted upon. A•end•entso except to 

appropriation bills and revenue billso shall likewise be 

deferred for consideration if trans•itted after the 

seventieth legislative day thereof. 

A revenue bill Is one which would either increase or 

decrease tax collections. 

Appropriation and revenue bills shall be trans•itted 

from the original house on or before the sixtieth day unless 

two-thirds of the •e•bers present and votinq In the 

receiving house shall determine thdt the bill •ay be 

transmitted after the sixtieth day. 
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6-35. When a bill has received its third reading or has 

been rejected, the house that considered the bill shall 

imaediately transmit it to the other house with notice of 

its action. 

6-36. All bills reported out of a comaittee of the 

legislature having an effect on the ~evenueso expenditures. 

or fiscal liability of the stateo except appropriation 

•easures carrying specific dollar a~ounts, shall include a 

fiscal note incorporating an esti~ate of such effect. The 

Legislative Council staff shall indicate at the top of each 

bill prepared for introduction that a fiscal note may be 

necessary under this rule. Fiscal notes shall be requested 

by the presiding officer of either house. vho shall 

deter•ine the need for the not~ at the time of introduction, 

based on the legislative Council staff recoaaendation. 

The state budget director, in cooperation with the 

agency or agencies affected by the bill, is responsible for 

the preparation of the fiscal note and shall return the same 

within six dayso unless further time is granted by the 

presiding officer or committee making the ~equest based upon 

a written state•ent from the budget director that additional 

time is necessary to properly prepare the note. 

A completed fiscal note shall be sub•itted by the 

budget diractor to the presiding officer who requested ito 

who shall refer it to the committee considering the bill. 
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All fi seal notes shall be printed and placed on the -•bars• 

desks. 

Fiscal notes shall~ where possible, show in dollar 

aaounts the estimated increase or decrease in revenues or 

expenditures, costs .. hich may be absorbed without additional 

funds, and long-range financial i~lications. No ca..ent or 

opinion relative to aerits of the bill shall be included; 

however~ technical or aechanical defects aay be noted. 

A fiscal note also may be requested on a bill and on an 

amend-nt by: 

CU a ca.aittee considering the bill, or 

(2) a .ajority of the eeabers of the house in which 

the bill is to be considered, at the tiae of second reading, 

or 

(31 the chief sponsor through the presiding officer. 

The budget director shall .ake available on request to 

any ...Oer of the legislature all bac~ground inforaation 

used in developing a fiscal note (Titles, chapter It, part 

2, HCAI• 

tHAPTER 1 

Cotn11ittees 

7-1· The co-ittee on 

each house shall consider 

1 eg i slative 

all .atters 

adainistration of 

concerned .. ith 

seating• aileage and per diemo legislative e11ployees, the 

c~rol of the legislative property, and the budgeting for 

-3·5-
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and expenditure of appropriations for the operation of the 

le~islature, in cooperation .. ith the Legislative touncil 

staff. 

l-2. A standing co .. ittee shall subait a .. ritten report 

in triplicate on all bills or aatters referred to it .,ithin 

seven days after reference. unless at the request of the 

co.-ittee and for good cause shovn, further tiee is granted 

by the house concerned. 

7-3. If the eeabers of a coe.ittee cannot agree on a 

report, the aajorlty and ainority of the co .. ittee present 

at a c01111ittee eeeting ••Y subalt separate reports. Only one 

ainorlty report eay be sub•itted. Such reports shall be 

entered at length on the journal, unless other.,ise ordered 

by the house concerned. 

7-lt. All cu..lttees and subeo .. lttees shall keep 

einutes of their aeetings and• at the close of the session, 

shall .ake five coeplete copies and shall turn the original 

of the •lnutes over to the chief clerk of the House or 

secretary of the Senate for delivery to the historical 

society. The •ajority and •inority leader of each house and 

the Legislative touncil shall each be given one copy of the 

minutes. 

"?-' 5. "The c-ttt:- on ·bil'ls and jovrnal, the rules 

comMittee, and conference co .. ittees may report at any time, 

except during a call of the house or when a vote is being 
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taken. Reports fro• the bills and journal co•mittee shall 

stand approved without foraal action. 

l-6. All bills providing for an appropriation of 

public •oney may first be considered by a joint co•mittee 

composed of the •e•bers of the Senate Coamittee on Finance 

and Clai•s and the House Co••lttee on Appropriations, and 

then by each separately. "eatings of the joint co .. ittee 

shall be held upon call of the chair•an of the House 

co .. ittee on Appropriations who shall be chalraan of the 

joint coamittee. 

1-1. The chair•an of each coaaittee has general control 

and direction of the hall and c~ittee roo• of the 

co .. ittee over which he presides, subject to the control of 

the presiding officer under Rule 1-3. Except as provided in 

Joint Rule 7-6, the chair•an of the Senate co .. lttee shall 

be chairm:1n of all joint co••ittees. 

7-B. If either house requests a conference and appoints 

a co•mittee for the purpose of discussing an a.andment on 

which the Senate and the Hou~e of Representatives cannot 

aqreeo the other house shall appoint a co•11ittee consistin!) 

of the sa~ nu•ber of •~ers. The ti•~ and place of all 

conference codmittee meetings shall be agreed upon by their 

chairman and be announced froM the rostrum. This 

announcement 

announce-nt 

is in order at any ti•e• failure to make this 

shall not affect the validity of the 

-37-

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

lit 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0611/0l 

legislation. The conference co.,.itteeso having eonferred. 

shall report to their respective houses the result of their 

conference. A conference committee shall confine itself to 

the disputed a•endment. 

If either house requests a free conference committee 

and the other house concurs, appointments will be made the 

sa.e as above. A free conference co•mittee ~ay discuss a 

bill in its entirety and Is not confined to a particular 

a.end•ent. 

T-9. In joint 

co .. ltteeso members 

co•mittees other 

~ote individually 

than conference 

and not by houses. 

Because conference committees are joint meetings of separate 

co .. itteeso in conference co .. ittees the co•mittees from 

each house vote separately, and a majority of each co•mittee 

must agree before any action may be taken. 

1-10. Confer~nce committee reports must give clerical 

instructions for enrolling by referring to the reference 

bill version. 

W~n a conference co••ittee report is filed with the 

secretary or clerk the same shall be read under order of 

business No. 3o select committees, and placed on th~ 

calendar for consideration on second reading. If recommended 

favorably by the Committee of the Whole, it may be 

considered on third 

the final legislative 

reading the same legislative day. On 

day a conference co .. ittee report 
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shall be placed on the calendar for i~~ediate consideration 

on second reading and shall be further considered on third 

reading the same legislative day. 

7-11. Accredited press representatives aay not be 

excluded froa any public legislative meeting or hearing and 

may not be prohibited froa taking photographsw televising• 

or rdcording the co .. ittee or house hearings• subject to the 

discretion of the presiding officer in all aatters of 

decorua and order. 

1-12. A co .. ittee block scheduling systea will be 

impleaented in the Senate and House of Representatives. The 

schedule will be coordinated between hOuses and will be 

adjusted according to the legislature's work load. 

CHAPTER 8 

Rules and Journal 

8-1. Each house shall keep a journal of its 

proceedings. and may. in its discretion, fra. tiae to tiae• 

publish the saaer and the ayes and noes on any question 

shall, at the request of any two aembersw be entered on the 

journal. 

8-2. The proceedings of each house which shall be 

entered on its journal include: 

(1) the nU111ber of' each b fll wften it: is •~.-..---- aMI 

subsequently considered; the title of each bill shall be 

printed in the index of the peraanent journals• 
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(21 every aotion and the naae of the eeaber aaking it; 

(3) proposed constitutional aeendaents which have been 

voted for by two-thirds of the meebers (Montana 

Constitution. Art. XlYw Sec. 8); 

(4) coeeittee reports; 

(5) roll call votes; 

(6) messages fro• the governor and the other house; 

(7) an entry of the oath taken by the eeebers (Sec. 

5-Z-Zl~w HCAt• 

8-3. The bills and journal co .. ittee or each house 

shall ~upply the legislative Council with the contents of 

the daily journal to be progra ... d on autoaated equipeentw 

exawine its journal, distribute a daily journal to all 

legislatorsw correct any errors, and report each legislative 

day i~Dediately ~fter roll call. 

8-lt. The journal of the Senate •ust be authenticated by 

the signature of the president, and the journal of the House 

or Representatives by the signature of the speaker. The 

distribution of the coapleted journals shall be made by the 

Legisl~tivc Council (Sec. 5-11-201 throu~h S-ll-Z03o MCAt• 

8-5. (1) A joint rule eay be repealed or aeended only 

with the concurrence of both houses, under the procedures 

aeo~ed Dy e~h hoU6e f~r the repeal or a•enda•nt of its own 

rules. 

(2) A joint rule governing the procedure for handling 
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bills •ay be te•porarily suspended by the consent of 

two-thirds of the •eebers of either house, 

applies to the house suspendin9 it. 

insofar as it 

(3) Any rules co .. ittee report reco•.endlng a chanqe 

in joint rules shall be referred to the other house for 

concurrent action. Any n~w rule or any chanqe In the rules 

of either house shall be transaitted to the other house for 

inforaatlonal purposes. 

8-6. Mason's Manual of legislative Procedure ~overns 

the proceedings of the Senate and House of Representatives 

in all cases not covered by these rules. 

&-7. The Legislative Council shall codify and publish 

in one volu.e the rules of the Senate, the rules of th~ 

House of Representatives and the joint rules of the Senate 

and House of Representatives. Upon adoption, the 

of the Senate and the chief clerk of the 

Representatives shall provide the office of the 

secretary 

House of 

le<Jislative 

Council with one copy of all •otions or resolutions a.ending 

Senate, House or joint rules, and with copies of all •inutes 

dOd reports of the rules com~ittees. After the rules have 

been published, the legislative Council 

copies as directed by the So>oate 

Representatives. 

shall 

and 

distribute 

Hou'!>e of 

8-B. Pursuant to the authority established in Sections 

5-11-211 through 5-11-21/o, the following fee schedule is 
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established for the legislative proceedings: 

One complete set of the proceedings of any regular 

s~ssioo, S240; an additional Sl50 is required for mailing. 

One co•plete set of the proceedings of any ~pecial 

session. $25. 

Single copies of bills, resolutions, a•end•ents, status 

sheetso or other docuaents •ay be purchased according to the 

length of the docuaent as follows: 

1-S pages••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••s .25 

6-15 pages•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••s .so 

16-40 pages•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••·sl.Oo 

~1-100 pages•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••Sl.50 

101-200 pages••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••'l.OO 

Over 200 pages•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••S4.00 

Copies of enacted billS••••••••••••••••••••••••Cost of 

CHAPTER 9 

Voting Procedure 

reproduction. 

9-l. Except as provided in Joint Ru1e 9-2, every member 

present when a question is put shall vote unless the house 

of which he is a member excuses him. 

9-l. A me•ber who has a personal or private interest in 

any m~asure or bill proposed or pending before the 

12jisl~ture shall disclose the fact to the house of which he 

is a •e•ber. 
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9-3. A~ndaents to the constitution •ay be proposed by 

any --.bar of the legislature. If adopted by an affir~ative 

roll call vote of two-thirds of all the •e~ers of the 

legislature~ the a.end•ent shall be dee.ed approved by the 

legislature (!'lantana Con5titution, Art·. XIV, Sec. 8)• 

9-4. When a measure requiring the concurrence of 

two-thirds of the •e~ers is under consideration, a ~~jority 

vote is sufficient to decide any question relating to the 

measure short of third reading. 

9-5. A roll call vote shall be taken on the request of 

two aeaberso if the request occurs before the vote is taken. 

9-b. On a roll call vote the na.es of the ... bers shall 

be called alphabetically, unless an electrical voting syst.­

is used·· A ...t>er -y not vote or chanqe his vote after the 

decision is announced fro. the chair. A -ber 11ay not 

explain his vote until after the decision is announced fra. 

the chair. 

9-T. {1) On third reAding the question shall be stated 

as follows: •senate cor House) bill nu.ber 

been read three several ti~s. the question is• 

bill pass {or be concurred in).• 

having 

shall the 

(2) If an electrical voting system is used the 

presiding officer shall ring the bell after stating the 

question end then state •Those in favor vote yea and those 

opposed YGte no.• After a reasonable pause the presiding 

-4t3-
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voted?• (reasonable pause) 

change his or her vote?• 

treasonable pause) •Th@ clerk (secretary) vill now record 

the vote.• 

9-8. Two mc•be~s •ay pair on a •easure that will be 

deterained by a aajority vote. On a aeasure requiring a 

two-thirds vote for adoption three aeabers •ay pair, with 

two aeabers for the •casure and one •eaber against. Pairing 

is per•itted only vhen one of the paired aeabers is absent 

when the vote is taken. 

9-9. An agreeeent to pair eust be in writing and dated 

and signed by the ae.bers agreeing to be bound. and •ust 

specify the duration of the pair. When an agreeaent to pair 

Is filed vith the secretary of the Senate or choef clerk of 

the Hou~e of Representatives, It shall bind the ae•bers 

si~ning until the expiration of ti•e for which it was 

signed~ unless the paired aeabers sooner appear and ask that 

th~ aqreeaent be cancelled. 

9-to. Every vote of each aeeber of the legislature on 

each substantive question In the legislature, in any 

co .. ittee, or in Committee of the Whole shall be recorded 

and aade public. On final passage of any bill or joint 

resolution the vote shaTl be taken by ayes and noes and the 

na•es entered on the journal. A roll call vote shall be 

tJken on nonsubstantive questions on the request of two 

_, .. _ 
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•e•berso Nho •ay likewise on any vot~, reque~t that the aye~ 

and noes be spread upon the journal. Roll call votes and 

other vote~ which are to be eade public but are not 

specifically required to be ~pread upon the journal shall be 

entered in the minutes of the appropriate co•eittee or of 

the appropriate house and a copy of such •lnutes shall be 

filed vith the ~ontana state historical 50clety (Montana 

Constitution, Art. Vo Sec. 11(2)1• 

CHAPTER 10 

Consent Calenddr 

1o-1. Noncontroversial bills and si~le and joint 

resolutions qualifying for the consent calendar ·•ay be 

processed by a standing coeeittee accordiny to the following 

provisions: 

(1) To be eligible for the con•ent calendaro the 

legisl3tion eu~t receive unanimou~ vote by the eeebers of 

the standing co .. ittee in attendance (do passo do pass as 

amended)• In addition a motion must be eade and passed 

unani•ously to ploce the legislation on the r.on~ent calenrlar 

and this action reflected in th2 coeeittee report. Wo 

appropriation or revenue bills may be recoemended for the 

consent calendar. 

(Z} The legislation is then sent to printinq to be 

prepared as a third reading version and specifically •~rked 

as a •consent calendar• ite•• 
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(3) Legislation shall be i•~ediately posted (as soon 

as it is received fra. printing) on the consent calendar and 

must re•ain there for one legislative day before 

consideration under Order of Business No. 1lo Special Orders 

of the Day. At that timeo the presiding officer will 

announce consideration of the consent calendar and allow 

•reasonable ti•e• for questions and answers upon request. No 

de~~te vill be allowed. 

(~) Any three .e•bers aay submit written objections 

and the legislation •ust then be removed fro~ the consent 

calendar and added to the regular second reading board. 

(S) Consent calendar legislation will be voted on 

following third reading. 

(6) Legislation on the consent calendar will be voted 

on individually Nith the roll call vote printed in the 

journal as the final vote on those bills and resolutions. 

(7) Legislation passed on the consent calendar will 

then be sent to engrossing, printedo and trans•itted to the 

S-e-cond house. 

CHAPTER 11 

Statement of Legislative Intent 

11-1. Oefinition. For the purpose of coepliance vith 

the Legislative History Act (Title So chapter 4o part ~. 

~CA)o a statement of legislative intent regarding a bill is 

an expression of co.-on understanding on the part of a group 

-46- 5vlf.21 
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of ...Oers who constitu~e a foraal coaponent of the 

legislature and who sit together in consideration of the 

billo e.g., a standing co .. it~eeo a to .. ottee of the Wholeo 

or a conference coMmittee. This state.ant differs fro. a 

purpose clause which is a section of the bill ando if 

enactedo reflects the assent of a •ajority of each house. In 

general, a purpose clause Is used to describe the broad 

overall o~jectives of a bill while a stateaent of intent is 

used to guide the details of interpretation by those charn,ed 

with iaple~ntation of the bill and is phrased in teras of 

contingencies, exaaples, or other matter inappropriate for 

expression as statutory language. 

11-2. Liaitation. A state.ant of Intent aay not be 

construed as reflecting the intent of any aeaber other than 

the aeabers of the ca.ponent preparing the stateaento unless 

the stateaent acca.panies the bill as provided in Joint Rule 

11-3. 

11-3. State111ent of intent to acco~any bill when --

how. When a co111ponent of the legislature desires to write a 

statement of intent for the consideration of the rest of the 

le~islatureo the statement shall acco•pany the bill as 

follows: 

(1) A standing co .. ittee in the house of origino 

having considered the bill and reco.mending that it do passo 

may .. rite a statement of intent dnd file it with the 
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standing co .. ittee report. The stateaent shall be printed on 

gr~y paper and attached to the second reading copy and all 

subsequent printings of the billo or shall be separately 

duplicated and placed on the desks of all eeebers of the 

house or origin prior to second readin9 consideration and 

thereafter printed on gray paper attached to the bill. 

(21 The co .. ittee of the Whole in the house of origin 

111ay adopt by .otion a stateeent of intent on any bill before 

it. The statement shall be printed on gray paper and 

attached to the third reading copy and all subsequent 

printings of the oill. 

(31 A standing co .. ittee or the to .. lttet of the Whole 

in the second house considering a bill aay adopt by .otlon a 

st~teeent of intent. A stateaent by a standing coaeittee 

shall be printed on a pink or green co .. ittee report sheet• 

whether or not the co .. ittee proposes a.endeents to the 

bill. and shall accoapany the bill in that fora during 

second reading consideration in the second house. A 

stateaent so adopted by a standing co .. itteeo or a stateaent 

adopted by the toeeittee of the Wholeo shall thereafter be 

~rinted on gray paper and attached to the reference bill 

following third reading passage in the second hoUSft• 

(ltl A free or regular joint conference coeeittee ~ay 

write a state.ent of intent on a bill before it and file the 

~ag~ with its report. to be duplicated and placed upon the 

-Ita-
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desks of all .e•bers prior to voting on the conference 

Z report. 

3 11-~. ~dification of statement of int~nt. A stateMent 

~ of intent printed on gray paper to accompany a bill shall be 

5 nuMbered by page and line. The text shall not be subject to 

6 aaendaent by deletion or lnsertiono tut any provision 

1 thereof is subject to being superseded by a later stateeent 

8 of intent. Th~ for• of such aodifying stateMent of Intent is 

9 substantially as follows: 

10 •Paragraph •••• of the stateeent of Intent of the •••• 

11 co .. ittee on ••••• at page ••••• lines •••• through 

12 •••• on the legislative Intent sheetso is superseded by 

13 

1.r. 

the following: 

(text) 

15 (Co•ponent) 

16 (e•9•• co .. itte~ on ••••I 

17 11-5. Conference co••ltte~ on intent only. when the 

18 second house concurs In a bill without a.end•ents but adopts 

19 or ~edifies a statement of intent on the billo the bill May 

ZO not be enrolled until the house of origin has accepted 5uch 

Zl state•ent of intent by •ajority vote on Order of Business 

22 No. ~. A reqular conference committee •ay be appointed 

23 solely to resolve differences of intent if the second 

2" house•s statement of intent is not so accepted. 

-End-
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St~ATE JOINT ~FSOLUTION ~0. 2 

INTROOUCEO BY STfP~tNS 

A JOINT R~5~LUT1QN OF T~t SENATE AND T~E HOUSE OF 

RfP~~StNTATIV£5 Of THE STATE ~f MONTANA TO ADOPT JOINT AULES 

TO GJVt 0 ~ ITS PROCEEOINGS. 

NORt THEREFORE, oF IT RFSOLVEO SY THE SFNATE ANO THE HOUSf 

OF RtP~E~FNTATlVtS Of TH[ STATE OF ~uNTANA: 

That the fol1 owinJ joint ~ut<'s .>re adopted: 

CHAPTER 1 

Presiding Officer - Decoru•• 

Order dnd Debate 

1-1. The presiding officer of the Senate is 

pr<.!Sident. and the presiding 

RP.vres~ntatives is the speaker. 

officer of the House 

The presiding officer 

the 

of 

of 

each nouse shall take the chair on every legislative day at 

t.h~ nour to which that house adjourned at the last sitting• 

~fter call to order• prater uy the chaplain and roll catl, a 

report on the journdl for the preceding legislative day 

shall be given in the pres~ncP of a quorum, and each house 

~hdll proceed with thF reqular Qrder of business. 

1-2. The presidtnq offi~~r. or ony ~•ber ~cting as 

~resid•n~ officer, of eac~ huu,~ shall ~reservP order and 

decoru•• and in case of di~turbance or disorderly conduct• 
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mat order the ~alluries or lobbies to be cleared. 

1-l. The presiding officer of each house has general 

control and direction of the hall, chamber, rooms, passages 

dnJ corridors of the house over which he presides. Reporters 

on assignment in either house are subject to placecent by 

the presiding officer. 

1-4. The presiding officer of each house shall decide 

dll questions of order. subject to an appeal by any aember 

seco~ded by two other meabers. No aeaber mdy speak more than 

o~c~ on an appeal without the consent of a majority of the 

house of which he is a •ember. 

1-S. When a •e•ber desires to speak he shall rise and 

address the presidiny officer and, being recognized. shall 

speak standing in his place unless the presiding officer 

grants permission to speak fro• some other place on the 

floor. When two or more •e•bers rise at the saMe time the 

pr~sidi~g officer shall na•e the •e•ber who is to speak 

first. 

1-6. When ,, me<nber has been called to order, he shall 

sit down until the presiding officer deteraines whether he 

is in oruer or not. If the member is called to order for 

worrls spoken in debate, the language excepted to shall be 

taKen down in writing by the chief clerk or secretary. 

1-7. ~uestions of privilege are: first. those affecting 

the collective rights. safety. dignity, and integrity of the 
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proceedings of either hous~: and second. those affecting the 

rights, reputation and conduct of individual me~bers of 

either house in their ca~acity as .embers. A question of 

privilege affecting eitner house collectively takes 

~receden.:e over a qu~stion of privilege affecting •n 

individual member. 

1-~. The presiding officer of each house shall sign all 

suop~enas approved or issued by the house over which he 

pr~sides. Th~ presiding officer shall certify the payroll 

as orepared by Legislative touncil staff· 

l-9. 11) A communication or paper shall be addressed to 

th~ presiding officer and shall bear the na.a of the person 

sub~ittinq it. When the readin~ of a paper is called for and 

a me~ber obj~cts, it shall be deter•ined by a vote of the 

house without debate. This subsection does not apply to 

ui lls or to com•unications from tne governor or the oth~r 

house. 

l~l A paper for or a1dinst proposed legislation may not 

be placed on the desks of the •e•bers or circulated within 

the cha•nber unles~ the person responsible has signed it and 

nas received per.nission fro• the presiding officer to 

u i o>tr i cute it in ti1e house concerned. 

1-lv• Wnen the presidiny officer is a member of the 

house ov~r which he is presiding he shall vote as any ~ther 

;neonber and may not vote a !>econd ti•e• 
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CHAPTtR l 

~eet•ngso Ouoru•~ ~nd Attenddnce 

2-1. The hour of meeting of the Senate and House of 

Repres~ntative~ may be as ordered by the Senat~ or Hou~e. 

2-2. Lobbying on the floor of the Senate or House of 

~epresentatives is prohibited during the session and within 

one hour prior to the com~encement of a session and within 

~ne-half hour after recess or ~djourn~nt. 

2-3. The ~e~sions of the legislature and of the 

co .. ittee of the Whole, all co••ittee aeetlnqs• and all 

hear•n~~ shall oe open to the public (~ontana tonstitutiono 

Art. v. ~ec. lJ!l))• 

2-lt. Neither house shdllt vithout the consent of the 

other. ad;ourn or recess for aore than three days. nor to 

dnr otner p 1 ace th•n that in vh ich the blo houses shal 1 be 

~itt•n~ l~ontan~ ron~titutiono Art. Vt Sec. ln!~)l• 

Z-~. A aaJority of each house shall constitute a quoru• 

to 1o ~usin~~s, out a ~moller num~er may adjourn froa day to 

day. and co~pel toe attendance of absent aeabers• in such 

•a<>ner 'lnd •Jnrl~r such pena It i es a5 e-Jch house 111ay prescribe 

t~ont~n" Constitution. Art. v, Sec. 10(2))• 

l-b. Unless he is excusedo a ~mber of the ~ouse or 

S<·nale sha 11 '"" present at everv s itt i no of the house of 

which he f~ d membte:r. 

2-7. In the absence of ~ Quorua. a majority of ~embers 
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pr~sent in PithPr hous~ may compel tne attendance of absent 

Members by ordering a call of the house of which they are 

.ne!ll.ber s. 

z-e. If a quoru• is present• five me•bers of tne Senate 

~ay oruer a call of the Senate, and fifteen •e•bers of the 

rlouse of Representat i v.-s m .• y order a call of the House. 

?-q. On~ call of either house. a me•ber who refuses to 

dt~~nd mat be arrested by the sergeant-at-arm~ or any other 

persono as the •ajority of such aembers present Shall 

direct. When the ~tten<J.~nce of an absPnt member is secured 

after a ~all of either house. if the house of which he is a 

mPmber refuses to ewcuse his absenceo he shall not be paid 

any per diem during his dbsence and is liable for the 

expenses incurreJ in procuring hos attendance. 

2-10. Ouring a call of either hou~e. all business of 

that house snall be suspended. After a call has been ordered 

no motion is in order except a motion to adjourn or removP 

th" call. The call •ay be reaoved by a two-thirds vote. 

2-11. [f either house is in session upon a given day, 

wh .. ther or not the other house is in session, that day shall 

constitute a legislative day. 

CHAPTeR 3 

LegislativP fflploy,.es 

3-1. fhe leyislatur~ shall pr~s~ribe the co•pensation 

of the officers and e~ployeas of each house by joint 
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resolution. Each house shall prescribe the duties of its 

officers and employees and no payment shall be ~ade from the 

state treasuryo ur be in any way authorized to any such 

person, except to an actiny officer or e•ployee elected or 

appointeJ in pursuance of law. 

3-Z. The Legislative Council shall be responsible for 

•aintaining personnel files. 

3-\. lhe com~•ttea on legislative administration of 

ea~h huuse shall appoint secretaries for standing or special 

com~ittees on reco.-endation of the committee chairman. 

subject to tne upproval of the respective houses. ~ 

secretarf for a standing or special com~ittee is i.mediately 

responsible to the co~•ittee chairman, but ~hen not occupied 

with the duties of a committee. shall work under the 

direction of the chief stenographer of each house. The 

Le~islative Council shall hire all engrossing and enrolling 

tyr,ists ~nd proofreaders who are under the direction of the 

bills coamittee. 

3-4. The !)residing officer and the •ajority and 

•inority floor leader of each house •ay each appoint a 

private secret~ry. 

3-5. The secretary of the Senate and chief clerk of the 

House of Representatives are responsible to the presiding 

officers of their respective houses. Their duties are: 

tal to have custody of all records, billso documents 
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dn~ othe~ pape~s; 

(D) to supervose tl~ making and exa•ination of the 

jo~rnal and the handling of bills and ~esolutions; 

(c) to deliver to th~ appropriate officers or offices, 

~s set forth in these rules during the session or at the 

clos~ of each session, the journalo bilt books and 

resolution bookst and all copies of introduced and engrossed 

bills and JOint resolutions; 

(d) to collect fro• the chair•an or secretaries of all 

stdnding coa•ittees, special committees, Com•ittees of the 

~hole, and conference committees. the minutes of such 

committees and deliver the• to the state historical society. 

3-6. Journal clerks, bill clerks, typists• and other 

employees responsible for legislative functions, except 

secretaries for standing or special coe•itteeso secretaries 

•o ~residing officers, and secretaries to maJority and 

~inority floor leaders, are imaediately responsible to the 

secretar~ of the Senate or the chief clerk of the House. 

subject to the general supervision of the presiding officer. 

3-7. The duties of the engrossing and enrolling clerks 

.are: 

(al to engross or enroll all bills delivered to the• 

within forty-eight hours dfter they have been received, 

unless further time is granted, in writing, by the presiding 

officer uf the huuse in which the bill originated; 
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(b) to ~orrect clPric~l errors• with the consent of 

th~ se~r~tJry of the Sendte or chief clerk of the House of 

~P.~r~sentatives. •n any bill originating in the house by 

~hich t~~v ar~ e~ployeo. Clerical errors such as the 

tollowin~ ~ar ~corrected: 

(i) errors in spellinQ 

(ii) errors in nuabaring sections 

(iii) ~dding or deleting underlining or lines through 

aatter to ue stricken 

(iv) aateridl copied incorrectly fro• the ~ontana Code 

Annotated. 

The secretary of the ~enate or chief clerk of the House 

sh~ll obtain written peraission fro• the principat sponsor 

before such corrections dre ~ade. 

When a coaaottee is the sponsor of a billo any .eaber 

t""'"of so •l<osi<;n.Jte<.l by the chair•an aay be the princi:;~al 

sponsor lor the purpose uf this section. 

3-8. (1) The sergeants-at-aras are responsible to the 

~rosid•n~ officer~ of their respective houses. Their duties 

are: 

(J) to m~intdin order under the direction of the 

~residin~ offi~er; 

(b) to e•ecute commands and serve all processes; 

(c) to .,.ec~ i ve-. distribute and have custody of 

su~pli,.s. 
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serquant-at-armso doorkeepers• 

an1 other e•ployees responsible 

functions are l•mediately 

r~sponsible to the serq~ant-at-armso subject to the general 

supervision of the presidinq officer. 

~-lu. Th~ duties of tne chaplain of each house are to 

ooun each oay•s session with a prayer. 

3-11. A leoislative ai~e is a purson who has registered 

with the clerk of the House or secretary of the Senate and 

toa~ been issued a oistinctive identification form such as a 

r.ao~e ta':i• Such identification may be issued only upon 

receivong written verification fro• a .caber that the person 

involved is serving him as an aide. A person aay not 

represent hiaself to be a legislative aide unless he carries 

such identification. Tne sergeants-at-ar•s and doorkeepers 

shall enforce this rule. legislative aides •ust be of legal 

aqe unless otherwise approved uy the presidinq officer. 

No aeaber •ay designate aore than one aide without the 

approval ot the Rules 'osmotte~ of the house involved. 

~ualifications for le~islJtive interns are specified in 

Titl~ So cha~ter 6o MCA. 

3-li. ln ~mploy~e, lP~isldtiv~ aide or leqisla~ive 

int•rn of either house i~ prohibited from lobbying as 

detin~d inSertion ';-7-lOZ(ll• M,A. However. such person may 

~estify before a co~mittee of either house on the request of 
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the co~ittea. Any person violating this rule shall be 

di scharqedo 

3-13. Disput~s or comp1~ints involving the competency 

or 1~coru~ of a legislotivu employee shall be referred to 

the cu•mittee on legislative administration of the h~use by 

~hich the employee is employed• The committee, in its 

discretion. aay dismiss, suspend or retain the employee. The 

co011r.otte" on lE<gisl;otive ad,inistration shall periodically 

review the roster of employees and shall dismiss surplus 

e"'ployees. 

3-14. The offices 

~erve both the Senate 

requ•red. 

of the legislative 'ouncil shall 

and House of Representatives as 

Tne Council staff ~nall prepare payrolls for signature 

ano prepare a bi•onthly financial report and distribute the 

report to legislative leaders in each house and to members 

of tne Senate 'ommittee on finance and 'laims and House 

Co~mittee on Appropriations. 

3-15. Contrdct~ for purchase or lease of equipment and 

~u~plies made during the legislative session shall be made 

on H1e approval of the comMittee on legislative 

administr"tion of each houseo subject to the review of the 

pr~sidin~ officer of the respective house. Purchase orders 

sh~ll ~e issued oy Legislative Council staff and accounting 

records kept in that office. 

-10- SJR 2 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

q 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

.20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

.25 

CHAPTER It 
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4-J. After prayer, roll call, and report on the 

journal• the order of business of the Senate and House of 

kepresentatives is as follows: 

(1) Co.-unications and petitions 

(2) Reports of standing com•ittees 

(3) Reports of select co••ittees 

(4) "essages fro• the governor 

(5) Messages fro• the other house 

(61 Motions 

(7) First reading and co••ltaent of bills 

(8) Second reading of bills (Co .. ittee of the Whole) 

(91 Third reading of bills and consent calendar bills 

(10) Unfinished business 

(11» Special orders of the day 

(12) Announceaent of co~ittee •eetings. 

To revert to or pass to a new order of business 

requires only a ftajority vote. Unless otherwise specified in 

the action to recess. the house involved Shall revert to 

order of business ~o. l when reconvening after a recess. 

CHAPTER 5 

~otions 

5-l. When a motion is •ade it shall be restated by the 

presiding officer. and, if requested by the presiding 
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officer or a •ember. shdll·be reduced to writing and read 

4loud. A •otiou •ay be withdrawn by the •e•ber •aking it at 

any ti .. before it Is aaended or voted upon. 

5-2. When a question is under debate no .otion •ay be 

•aae except the following privileged and subsidiary •otions 

which nave precedence In tne order listed: 

(l) to adjourn 

(l) for a call of the house 

{~, to recess 

I~» question of privilege 

(5) to lay on the table 

(6» for the previous question 

{l) to postpone to a certain day 

{6) to refer or coa•it 

(9) to aaend 

(l~l to postpone indefinitely. 

A question May be indefinitely postponed by a aajority 

roll call vote of all ae.ners present and voting. When a 

bill or r~solution is postponed indefinitely. it is finally 

rejected and •ay not be acted upon again during the bienniu• 

exce?t u~on d motion of reconsideration aade pursuant to 

Rut~ 5-4. 

5-1. No ~tion or proposition on a subJect different 

fro~ that under consideration shall be admitted under color 

of a.endment or substitute • 
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5~. Any meaber may, on tne day the vote ~as taken or 

~n tne next day the house in ~hich the action ~as taken is 

in session• cove t~ reconsider the question. A aotion to 

rcconsirl~r •ay not be withdrawn after such next legislative 

day without the unani.ous cunsent of the house concerned• 

and theraafter any aeaber aay call it up for consideration; 

however. a action to reconsider aade after the fifty-fourth 

day of tne session shall be disposed of when •ade. A aotion 

to recall a bill fro• the other house constitutes notice to 

reconsider and shall be 6Cted on as a aotlon to reconsider. 

A •otion to reconsider or to recall a bill fro• the other 

house aay be aade only under order of business No. bo and 

under that order of busine~s takes precedence over all 

aotlons except actions to recess or adjourn. 

'-5. When a aotion to reconsider Is laid on the tablet 

a two-thirds aajority is required to take it froa the table. 

When a aotion to reconsioer rails, the question is finally 

and conclusively settled. 

5-6. (1) Except as provided in subsection (Z) of this 

rule, the effect of ao¥ing the previous question. if 

odoptedo is to close debate i .. ediotely, to prevent the 

aovinq of a~nd•ents or other subsidiary motions, and to 

urin~ to vote pro~ptlv. the i&Mediately pending •ain question 

dnd the adhering subsidiary eotions, ~hether on appeal or 

otherwise. 
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(Z) When the previous question is ordered on any 

de~atable question on which there has been no debate. the 

question •ay be debated for one-half houro one-half of such 

time to be given to the proponents and one-half to ~he 

opponents. 

'5-1. A call of the nouse is not in order after the 

previous question is ordered, unless it appears upon an 

dCtu~l count by the presiding officer that a quorua is not 

present. 

'5-B. The follo~ing .otions are not debatable: 

(l) to adjourn 

(2) for a call of the house 

(3) to recess 

(~) for parliaaentary inquiry 

CS) for suspension of the rules 

(6) to lay on the table 

(1) for the previous question 

{8) to li•itt extend the li•its of, or to ~lose debate 

(9) to aaend an undebatable •otion 

{10) to divided question 

Ill) to pass business in Co~mittee of the Whole 

(12) to take frOM the table 

(13) a decision of the presiding officer, unles.s 

ap~eol~d or unless he submits the question to the house for 

advice or decision 
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(14) all incidental ~tionso such as eotions relating 

to votin9 or other questions of a general procedural nature. 

5-9. A eember may .ave to divide a question if it 

includes two or aore propositions so distinct in substance 

th~t if one thinq is taken away a substantive question will 

reMain. 

5-10. No more than one aeend•ent and no eore than one 

substitute eotion eay be made to a motion. This rule per•its 

the .ain ~tion and two eodifying .otions. 

CHAPTER 6 

Bills and Resolutions 

A.,_fgLJI_JL~~Dtlf!ojt.ion gf B.sglut!gos - Ge0t1ul 

Proyjsjgns 

6-1. The only types of !nstruaents other than bills 

which .ay be introduced in either house of the legislature 

are as follows: 

(1) A sieple resolution is a foraalized .otion passed 

by one house only and bears the heading •House Resolution• 

or •senate Resolution•. It may be used to adopt or aeend the 

rules of one house or to provide for the internal affairs of 

the nouse adopting it. It does not require three readings or 

a roll call vote. A ftember offering a siaple resolution may 

read it in his place before introduction. When a sieple 

resolution has been introduced, it shall be referred to a 

co~~~<nittea. Final action shall be taken on the to .. ittee of 
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the Whole report. The transaittal of copies of si.ple 

resolutions is thP. responsibility of the chief clerk or 

secretary of the house of oriqin. 

A copy of every simple resolution Is to be transmitted 

after adoption to the secretary of state by the secretary of 

the Senate or chief clerk of the House. 

(2• A joint resolution ~ust be adopted by both houses 

an~ is not approved by the ~overnor. It may be used to 

express desire, opinion, sy~athyo or request of the 

legislature; to adopt or aeend the joint rules; to ratify or 

~rupose a~ndeents to the United States Constitution; and to 

oirect changes to, repealo or direct adoption of a rule in 

th~ Montana Adeinistratlve Code. Except as otherwise 

provided in these rules or the Constitution of the State of 

Montana. a JOint resolution is treated in all respects as a 

ui ll. 

A copy of every joint resolution is to be trans•ltted 

dftrr ndoption t~ th~ secretary of st~te by the secretary of 

the Senate or chief clerk of the House. 

6-2. bills shall be typewritten on paper eight and 

una-half by eleven inches -ith t•enty-five nuabered lines, 

an~ shall b~ introduced in quadruplicate. Pica type and a 

~ood bla~k ribbon aust be used. Bills shall be numbered at 

the foot of each page (except page one) and shall have white 

covers of a substantial material. In sections a.endlng 
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~xistinq statutes. matter to be stricken out shall be 

inuicated with a line through tne wo~ds o~ pa~t to be 

deleted, and new matter shall be unde~lined. Sections of the 

Montana Code •nnotated repealed or a~nded In a bill shall 

be stated in the title except fo~ gene~al appropriation 

oills ana oills for th~ codification and general revision of 

the laws. IntrodUced bills will be reproduced on white 

~aper and distri~uted to legislators. 

6-3. No bill, except general appropriation bills, and 

bills for the codification and general revision of the lawso 

shall contain .ore than one subject. which shall be clearly 

expressed in the title. The enacting clause of ev•ry law 

sh~ll be as follows: •se it enacted by the legislature of 

the state of Montana•. 

I. t)nl -shall be ~ed to propose .-n"-trts to the 

Constitution of the State of Montana and shall not be 

~ubject to the veto of the ~overnor (Montana Constitution, 

Art• Vl• Sec. lO(l)t• 

6-4. All appropriation bills shall originate In the 

House of Rep~esentatives. 

The ~eneral appropriation bills shall ••brace nothing 

but appropriations for the ordinary eKpenses of the 

le~islative. eKecutiMe and judicial branches of state 

~overn~ento interest on public debt and for public schools. 

All other appropriations shall oe •ade by separate bills. 
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each e•bracinq but one subject (Montana Constitution• Art. 

Vo S~c. 11(4))• Appropriation bills for the operation of the 

leyislatur~ shall oe introduced by the chair•an of the House 

~o••ittee on Approyriations • 

b-5. Every statute, unless a different ti•e is 

prescrib~d therein, takes effect on the first day of July of 

th~ year of its passage and approval. Every joint 

resolution, unl~ss a different ti.a is prescribed therein, 

takes effect fro. its passage (Sections 1-2-201 and 1-2-202, 

MCA)o 

~Introaw~ 

b-6. bills will be checked by the staff of the 

Legislative Council pr.or to consideration by a co~ittee of 

the legislature for proper for•ato style, and legal form. A 

staap shall be affixed to the bill cove~ and initialed 

indicating this review. If such sta•p is not affixed at the 

ti•e the bill is 

chalr•an, the 

delivered 

chaintan 

to the 

shall 

appropriate c~•ittee 

cause the bill to be 

transmitted to the ~ouncil for such review. Sills will be 

entered on the auto~ated bill drafting eQuip•ent and typed 

to facilitate a •ore rapid reproduction. If a bill is not so 

entered prior to introduction• it will not be considered by 

any comwittee until it has been reviewed and entered. This 

r~view will be Made after the eighteenth day. If the sponsor 

is notified of a proble• with a bill and does not respond to 
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the director of the Legi~tative C.ounci 1 within two 

legislative days, the bill will oe referred to the co••ittee 

on rules in the house where the bill was introduced. 

A bill may be introduced by endorsing it with the name 

of a member or co•mittee and presenting it to the chief 

clerk or secretary in quadruplicate. Sills or joint 

re~olutions May be sponsored jointly by Senate and House 

aembers. Bills, joint resolutions, and si.ple resolutions 

shall be numbered consecutively in each session of the 

le9islature in separate series in the order of their 

receip~. 

Any bi 11 

introduced by 

proposed by a 

request of an 

legislative co .. ittee or 

adeinistrative or executive 

aqency or departaent shall be so indicated following the 

naaes of the ~ponsors. •ey Request of the 

(Name of Agency or C.ommittee)•• 

Bills may be prefiled, numbered and preprinted prior to 

a leyislutive session. This will be the responsibility of 

the staff of the legislative Council. Actual signatures may 

dppear on the face of the prefiled bill or signatures •ay be 

obtained on a con~ent for~ from the legislative C.ouncilo 

Adoitional sponsors 1nay be added at the time of intro~uction 

on the first legislative day, on .ation of the chief 

sponsor. These names will be forwarded to the legislative 

C.ouncil to be included on the face of the bill followino 
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Stdnding co~eittee approval. 

~11 prefiled bills will be made available to the 

~ubliCo 

6-7. Bill~ .ay be introduced until S p.m. on the 

ei9hteenth legi~lative day, except revenue billso co .. ittee 

bills approved by the rules coeeittee of the house In which 

th~ co .. ittee bill originated, and appropriation bills. 

All bill crafting requests must be sub~itted to the 

Legislative C.ouncil staff by 5 p.m. on the fourteenth 

legislative day. A sponsor of a bill drafted pursuant to a 

tl•ely request, but which is not deliv~red by the eighteenth 

day by the legislative Council, shall have two legislative 

dBrs after delivery to introduce the bill. No other bills 

except revenue and appropriation bills .ay bt introduced 

after 5 P••• on the eighteenth legislative day. 

Pcvende oill~ •ust be Introduced by S P••• on the 

twenty-first legislative day. ~o .. ittee bills approved by 

the rules co .. ittee of thP house in which the co .. ittee bill 

uriqinated may be introeuced by the fortieth legislative 

day. There is no time 

appropriation bills. 

Joint Roilsolutions 

Montana Administrative 

1 i •it for 

affecting rules 

C.ode •ay be 

trans•itted at any time during a session. 

Requests for interi• studies may 
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re~olution only dnd •ay be introduced and tran~•itted at any 

ti~e duriny d ~e~~ion. 

{TO BE EFFECTIVE if the~e rules are 

te~porary rules of the 47th Legislature: 

b-1. Bill~ •ay be introduced until 5 

ddopted as 

P••• on the 

four~eenth legi~lative day, except revenue billst ca.•ittee 

bills approved DY the rules co .. ittee of the house in which 

the co~ittee bill orijinatedt and appropriation bills. 

All bill drafting requests aust be suD•itted to the 

Legislative Coun~il staff ay '> P••• on the tenth legislative 

da1• A sponsor of a bill drafted pursuant to a ti .. ly 

request. but vhlch is not delivered Dy the fourteenth day by 

the Legislative Councilt shall have two legislative days 

after delivery to introduce the bill. No other bills except 

revenue and appropriation bills aay be introduced after 5 

P••• on the fourteenth legislative day. 

Revenu~ bills aust be introduced by 5 P••• on the 

t•enty-first legislative day. ,o .. ittee bills approved by 

th~ rules cos~itttee of the house in which the coaaittee 

bill oriQin<~ted say be introduced by the fortieth 

le~islative ~~y. There is no ti•e lieit for introduction of 

ap¥ropri3tion bills. 

Joint Resolutions affecting rules adopted in the 

Montana Ad•inistrative Code eay be introduced and 

trans•itted at any tiae during a session. 
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Requests for interia studies may be •ade by joint 

resolution only and •ay be introduced and trans•itted at any 

tise during a session.] 

b-8. Ho bill •ay be introduced or received in a house 

after that house has finally rejected a bill during that 

session desiqned to accomplish the sa.a purpose save upon 

approval by the rules coeMittee of the house in which the 

oi 11 is offered for introduction or reception. 

Failure to override a veto does not constitute final 

rejection. 

6-9. At least three-fourths of a standing co~•ittee 

eust consent to the ;ntroduction of a coamittee bill. Bill 

draftinq requests for committee-sponsored bills must be 

re~eived by the Legisla~ive Council staff by 5 P•M• on the 

thirty-eighth legislative day and require three-fourths vote 

by the co .. ittee. 

'-a._Eiut Bead i o~dn~f.QilllilKllt. 

6-lo. No .otion affecting a bill is in order on its 

tirst reading e~c~pt as provided in Joint Rule b-b. 

Upon introduction or reception of a bill, the chief 

clerk of the House or the secretary of the Senate shall 

publicly post upon a listing that bill by a su .. ary of its 

title in the house of origin and by a su..ary of its title 

and by its nistory in the second house. together with a 

notation of the co••ittee to which it has been assignedo and 
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su~h posting shall ~onstitute the fi~st ~eading of the hill. 

6-11. No bi 11 shall be considered or beco.e a law 

unless referred to a com•ittee and returned therefro•• 

6-12· Upon introdu~tion or reception of a blllr it 

shall be referred to a ~ommittee by the presiding officer. 

6-l3o A bill ~ay be re~o••itted at any ti .. before its 

;:>assaqe. 

~end•ents apd Sybstjtute ~ 

6-1~. No law shall be revised or a .. ndedw or the 

provisions thereof extended by reference to its title onlyw 

but so much thereof as is revised• a.aoded or extended shall 

be reenacted and published at length. 

6-15. No law shall be passed except by billw and no 

bill s~all be so altered or amended on its passage through 

either house as to change its original purpose CMontana 

Constitution, Art. v, Se~. 11(1))• 

6-16• A co•mittee may reco.-end that every clause in a 

bi 11 be changed and that entirely new aatter be substituted 

so lonQ as the new •atter is relevant to the title and 

subject of the original bill. A substitute bill shall be 

~ons ide red a~ an a;.,endl!lent and not as a new b i 11. 

6-11. The p~oper fo~m of reporting a substitute bi 11 by 

a comMittee is to propose aaend•ents to strike out all of 

the Dill followinQ the enacting clause and to substitute the 

ne~ billr reco~mendlng also any necessary changes in the 
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title. If o com•ittee report recoMmending o substitute for a 

oill ori~inatinq in the other house is adopted. the 

substitute bill shall be printed. 

6-l&o A .. nd .. nts to a bill by the second house shall 

not be fu~ther aaended by the house in which the bill 

originated, but aust either be accepted or rejected. If the 

a~en~ents are rejected• a conference co••ittee may be 

requested by the hou~e in which the bill oriqinated. 

6-19. lf a •ajority of a house adopts a reco ... ndation 

for the passage of a bill originating In that house after it 

has been returned fro~ a coeeittee with a~ndmentse not less 

than six hundred 

yellow paper with 

~opies of the bill shall be printed on 

all aeendeents incorporated Into the 

pr•nted ~opies. If the bill has been re~urned froe a 

~o .. ittee without a~nd•entso only the first sheet shall be 

printed on yellow paper, and the reeainder of the text 

in~orporated by refe~ence to the pre~edinq printed version 

of the entire bill. Bills referred to the bills c~lttee 

of the huuse of origin for printing •ust be reported within 

three days unles!> furtner ti- Is granted by that house. 

~-~o~LIIll jog apd .-fnLglliag 

6-Zo. WhP.n a bill has been reported favorably by 

~oemittee of the Whole of the house of origin and the report 

has been adopted, the bill shall be engrossed under the 

direction of the bills coeeitteeo and when reported 
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correctly engros~ea by the co .. ittee shall be placed on the 

calendar for third reading on the succeeding legislative 

day. Co~•ittee of the Whole a~nd•ents shall be included in 

the engrossed bill. Copies of the engrossed bill to be 

distributed to 1~qislators vi11 be reproduced on blue paper. 

If a bill is un~ended by the Co~ittee ~f the Whole. 

contains no clerical errors. and is neatly written• it •ay 

be engrossed withOut retyping, and only the first sheet 

shall be printed on blue paper with the reaainder of the 

text incorporated oy reference to the preceding printed 

version of the entire bill. 

tf a bill is a•ended by the standing co-i.ttee or 

Co•Mittee of the Whole in the second house. the aMendeents 

•ill be included in a reference bill and distributed in the 

second house for third reading consideration. The ~nd•ents 

will also be reproduced and attached to the reference bill. 

If the bill passes on third reading• copies of the reference 

bill and second house a .. nd .. nts will be distributed In the 

original house. 

6-21· When a bill has passed both houses It sh~ll be 

enrolled under the direction of the bills co•~ittee of the 

house of oriJin. •n oriqinal and two duplicate typewritten 

copies uf th~ bill shall be enrolled. free fro• all 

correctiuns and errors. with a •argin of two inche~ at the 

top and one inch on each sldeo with twenty-five unnuMbered 
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lines to the page. In sections amending existing statutes 

new matter snail be underlined, and •atter stricken with a 

line through it shall be omitted. The typewriting shall be 

done with a black record ribbono pica typet on paper eight 

and one-half inches wide and eleven inches long. The 

original and two copies of the bill shall be red lined. The 

history of the bill shall also be enrolled and placed in 

oack of the bill in a white manuscript cover. upon which is 

written the nu•ber of the bill and the title. 

When the enrolling has oeen co~pletedo the bill shall 

be exaained by the author and the bills co .. ittee and 

reported correctly enrolled. 

The correctly enrolled bill shall be delivered to the 

pre~ldlng o~flcer of the house In which the bill originated. 

The presiding officer shall announce fro• the rostrUM• the 

announce•ent to be entered In the journal. the specific 

bills to be signed by hi• and shall designate a tiae when 

such bill shall be signed• and he shall si9n the original 

and two copies of e<~ch bill delivered to him not later than 

the next legi~l~tive day after it has been reported 

correctly enroll~d, unless the bill is delivered on the last 

1egis,ative dat in which event it shall be signed that day. 

The fact of signing shall be entered upon the journal no 

later than the next legislative day. At any tiae after the 

report of a bill correctly enrolled and before the signing• 

-Zb- SJR 2 



l 

2 

3 

It 

5 

b 

7 

8 

9 

10 

u 

12 

13 

l't 

15 

16 

17 

lB 

19 

~0 

21 

l2 

.23 

Zit 

.25 

SJR 0002/02 

if a member signifies his desire to examine the bill, he 

shall be per•itted to ao so. The bill shall then be 

transMitted to the other house where the sa.. procedure 

shall be followed. 

The oriqindl and two copies signed by the presiding 

officer of each house shall be presented by the bill~ 

comMittee to the governor. The bills co .. ittee shall take a 

receipt froa the governor and shall report to the hou~e the 

day and hour of such presentation, which shall be entered in 

the journal. The original shall be filed with the secretary 

of state. Signed copies with chapter nu~ers assigned 

pursuant to Section 5-11-ZO'to shall be filed with the clerk 

of the supreae court and the legislative Council. 

E.a--~~Rii:.olll.io.g_==-ks:tMil.t.H Q [ tbe !fhQl e 

b-22. All bills. except consent calendar billso which 

have been reported by a coaMittee, accepted by the house 

concerned and printed, shall be posted on the 

consideration by Committee of the 

calendar 

Whole. 

for 

The 

sergeants-at-ar~s of the respective houses shall record the 

time each bill is received and the ti .. the bill is placed 

on •e•bers• desks. Until the fiftieth legislative day, one 

day must elapse between the tiMe a coMMittee approved bill 

is placed on the meabers• desks and consideration by 

Committee of the Whole. &ills shall be arranged on the 

calendar in numerical order unless they are coapanion bills 
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or are otherwise ordered DY the house or Co••ittee of the 

khole of the house concerned. 

6-Zl· fvery bill considered in co .. ittee of the Whole 

~hall b~ read by a su .. ary of its title and considered 

s~ction by section. 

•11 co .. ittee of the Whole aaendaents shall be prepared 

and delivered to the clerk for reading before the a-.nd .. nt 

os voted on. The d .. no.ent fora will include the date and 

tiae of the a .. n~ent. 

6-z .... Prior to adoption of a co .. ittee of the Whole 

report. a ae.ber aay aove to segregate a bill. If the aotion 

prevails, the bill re•ains on second reading. 

6-2~. When a co .. ittee of the Whole report on a bill is 

reJected the bill shall re .. ln on second reading. 

6-Z6o Either house aay resolve itself into a co .. ittee 

of tne Whole by approval of a aotlon for that purpose. So 

far as ~ay be applicable• the rules governing e~ch house 

shull be observed when that hOuse resolves itself into a 

Co•mittee <>f the Whole, except as follows: 

(1) The only aotions In order are to: 

I a) .. mend; 

lb) reco .. end passage or nonpa5saqe; 

(c) recoaaend concurrence or nonconcurrence; 

Cdl indefinitely postpone; 

{e) pass consideration; 
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(f) rise; 

(g) rise and report; or 

(i) rise and report progress and ask leave to sit 

aQain. 

121 The ~o~ottee •ay not appoint subco .. ittees. 

(3) The co•~ittee •ay not punish its .e•bers for 

•isconduct• but •ay report disorder to the house concerned. 

(4) Unless other~lse prescribed by either house before 

going into Co••ittee of the wholee a .e~er eay speak as 

often as he is recognized and for as long each ti.e as is 

allowed in debate In the particular house. 

6-27. After a co .. ittee of the Whole has been for .. de 

the ore~iding offi~er shall appoint a chairean to preside. 

Upon res~ing the chalre the presiding officer shall receive 

the report of the chairean of the coe~ittee and the house 

shall take action on the r~port. 

~-IbiLQ_Readjnij ~gnseat C@lendac -- Cgy~L!~ 

6-28. No bill shall becoee a law except by vote of a 

eajority of all the .eebers present in each housee nor 

unless on its final passage the vot~ be taken by ayes and 

noese and the na•es of those voting be entered on the 

;ournal (Montana Constitution, Art. v, Se~. 11(1) and (Z)}• 

~ny vot~ in on• housP on a bill proposinq an a•endment 

to th~ Montana State Constitution where the mathematical 

possibility exists of obtaining the necessary two-thirds 
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vote of the legislature will cause the bill to progress as 

though it had re~eived the majority vote. 

6-29. Except for ~onsent calendar bills. every bill 

shall be read three times prior to passage, either by title 

or by su•~ary of titl~ as provided in these rules. The first 

reading shall be a~ prescribed in Joint Rule 6-10; the 

second prior to debate in CoMMittee of the Whole; and the 

third• which shall be by coeplete title, prior to final 

passage. No bill shall receive eore than one reading on the 

~a•e day except on the last legislative day. No amendment 

•ay be offered on the third reading. 

6-30. (1) Ea~h bill passed by the legislature, except 

bi11s proposin9 a•enda,ents to the Montana Constitution, 

bills ratifying proposed aeend .. nts to the United States 

Lonstitutione resolutions, and referendu• .. asures of the 

legislature, shall be subeitted to the governor for his 

signature. If he does not sign or veto the bill within five 

days after its delivery to hi• if the legislature is in 

session or within twenty-five days if the legislature is 

ad;ourneo, it shall become a law. The governor shall return 

a velo~d bill to the legislature with a stateMent of his 

reasons therefor. 

Ill The governor aoay return any bill to the 

le~i~lature with his reco•mendation for a•endeent. If the 

leyislature passes the bill in accordance ~ith the 
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governor's reco•aendationo it shall again return the bill to 

the yo~ernor for his reconsideration. The governor shall not 

re~urn a bill for amendMent a second time. 

1~1 If after receipt of a veto aessageo two-thirds of 

the members present approve the billo it shall becoee law. 

(4) If the legislature is not in session when ~he 

governor vetoes a billo he shall return the bill with his 

reasons therefor to the legislature as provided by law. The 

legisla~ure •ay reconvene to reconsider any bill so ve~oed. 

151 The governor •ay veto lta.s in appropriation 

billso and in such instances the procedure shall be the saae 

as upon veto of an entire bill {Montana Constitution• Art. 

Vlo Sec. 10). 

6-31. Upon receipt of a veto message the presiding 

officer sn.ll read the ees~ge. After the reading a eaaber 

may aove that the governor's veto shall be overridden. A 

vote on the eotion shall be determined by roll call. If 

two-thirds of the ~embers pres~nt vote •aye• the veto is 

overridden. If two-thirds of the memoers present do not vote 

•aye• the veto is sustained. 

6-32o If the governor returns a bill to the originating 

house with his recoe~ndations for amendment. such house 

shall reconsider the bill under its rules relating to 

amendment offered in Committee of the Whole. The bill is 

then subject to the following procedures: 
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(a) The oriqinating house shall transmit to the second 

housew for con~ideration under its rules relating to 

~aendaents in Coaaittea of the Wholew the bill and the 

originatin~ huu~~·s dpproval 

yovernor•s recoamendations. 

or disapproval of the 

(b) If both houses approve the 

recoam~ndations the bill shall be returned to 

for his reconsiderdtion. 

(c) If both houses dls~prove the 

reco .. endations the bill shall be returned to 

for his reconsideration. 

(d) If one house disapproves the 

recoMMendations and the other house approves• 

governor•s 

the governor 

governor • s 

the governor 

governor•s 

then either 

house aay request a conference co .. lt~ee which may be a fr­

conference coa.ittee. 

( i, If both houses adopt 

report, the bill in accordance ~ith 

a conference 

the report 

returnad to the ~overnor for his reconsideration. 

com•ittee 

shall be 

(oi) lf a conferenc~ coaaittee fails to reach agreeaent 

or if its report is not adopted by both houses the 

governor's r~co~mendations shall be considered not approved 

ano the ~ill shall be returned to the governor for further 

consideration. 

1:1a-_lunu.it.ta 1 g f _a.il.l~ 

6-33. Edch house Shdll transmit to the other ~ith any 
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bill all relevant papers. When a house bill is transeltted 

from the House of Representatives to the Senateo the 

sP.cretary of the ~enate shall give a dated receipt for the 

bill to the chiet clerk of the House. When a Senate bill is 

transmitted to the House of Representatives• the chief clerk 

of th~ House shall give a dated receipt to the secretary of 

th~ Senate. 

6-3ft• No bills, except for a.,proprlation bilht 

revenue bills ~no aeendeents considered by joint coeeittee 

ne~d to be acted upon (save for reference to a co .. lttee by 

the presiding officer) if transeitted froe one house to the 

other after the forty-fifth legislative day. but snall be 

held ~nding in the house to which it is transeitted unless 

t•o-thlrds of the eeabers present and voting shall deterelne 

that the bill shall be acted upon. A .. nde4nts, except to 

appropriation bills and revenue bills, shall likewise be 

deferred for consideration if transeitted 

seventieth leqislatlve day thereof. 

after the 

A revenue bill is one which would either increase or 

decrease tax collections. 

Appro~riation and revenue bills shall be transeitted 

fro' the ori~ln~l house on or before the sixtieth day unless 

two-thiros of the .eeeb~rs present and voting in the 

rec~ivinq house s~all dcter~ine that the bill ~ay be 

transeitted after the sixtieth day. 
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b-3~. When a bill has received its third reading or has 

ue~n rejected, the hous~ that considered the bill shall 

i~•edi~t~ly transmit it to the other house with notice of 

its action. 

b-3b. All bills reported out of a coemittee of the 

le~islature having an effect on the revenues. expenditures• 

or fiscal liability of the stateo except appropriation 

eeasures carrying specific dollar a.auntst shall include a 

fiscal note incorporating an esti•ate of such effect. The 

Legislative Council staff shall indicate at the top of each 

bill prepared for intro~uction that a fiscal note may be 

necessary under this rule. Fiscal notes shall be requested 

by the presiding officer of either house• who shall 

deter•ina the need for the note at the ti .. of introduction, 

based on the Legislative Council staff recoeeendation. 

The state budget director. in cooperation with the 

agency or agencies affected by the bill• is responsible for 

the preparation of the fiscal note and shall return the saee 

within six days. unless further ti.a is granted by the 

presiding officer ur com•ittee making the request based upon 

a written stateeent fro• the budget director that additional 

time is necessary to properly prepare the note. 

A co•pleted fiscal note shall be sub~itted by the 

budget director to the presiding officer who requested ito 

who shall refer it to the co .. ittee considering the bill. 
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All fiscal notes shall be printed and placed on the .ambers• 

desks. 

Fiscal notes shall, where possible, show in dollar 

aaounts the esti•ated increase or decrease In revenues or 

expenditures. costs which aay be absorbed without additional 

fundso and lon~-range financial iBpllcatlons. Ho co ... nt or 

opinion relative to •erits of the bill shall be included; 

ho-evero technical or •echanical defects •ay be noted. 

A fiscal note also Bay be requested on a bill and on an 

amend~ent by: 

(l} a co .. ittee considering the bill, or 

(2) a aajority of the ... bars of the house in which 

the bill is to be considered, at the tlae of second reading• 

or 

(3f the chief sponsor through the presiding officer. 

The budget director shall eake available on request to 

any -.Bber of the legislature all background infor•atlon 

used in developing a fiscal note {Title 5o chapter ~. part 

£o HCA)o 

CHAPTER 7 

Co••ittees 

7-1. The committee on legislative administration of 

each house shall consider all matters concerned t~~ith 

seatingo eileage and per die•• legislative eeployees, the 

control of the legislative pro~ertyo and the budgeting for 
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and expenditure of appropriations for the operation of the 

le\:lislature. in cooperation with the Legislative Council 

staff. 

1-z. A ~tanaing co•~ittae shall sub•lt a t~~rltten report 

in triplicate on all bills or aatters referred to It t~~lthin 

seven oars after reference, unless at the request of the 

co .. ittee and for ~ood c8use shown, further tiBe is granted 

by the hou~e concerned. 

7-3. If the aeabers of a co••lttee cannot agree on a 

report• the aajority and Binorlty of the coaalttee present 

at a coD•ittee aeeting •ay subeit separate reports• Only one 

ai nor I ty report -y be r.uMI i tted• Such reports shall be 

entered at length on the journal, unless othert~~lse ordered 

by the house concerned. 

1-~. All co .. itteer. and subco .. ittee~ shall keep 

ainutes of their aeetings and, at the close of the sessiono 

shall .aKe five complete copies and shall turn the original 

of the •lnutes over to th~ chief clerk of the House or 

~ecratarr of the Senate for delivery to the historical 

society. The eajority and Binority leader of each house and 

the Le~islative ~ouncil shall each be given one copy of the 

.:ainut.e~. 

7-5. The coaeittee on bills and journalo the rules 

coaaittee. and conference coamittees aay report at any tiae• 

~xcevt durin~ a call of the house or wnen a vote is being 
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takPno Reports fro• the bills and journal co .. ittee shall 

stand approved without foreal action. 

7-6. All bills providing for an appropriation of 

public eoney •ay first be considered by a joint coe.lttee 

coeposed of the .e•bers of the Senate (~ittee on Finance 

and (laias and the House (oe•ittee on Appropriations. and 

then by ~ach separately. Meetings of the joint coaaittee 

shall b£ held upon call of the chair•an of the House 

Lo .. ittee on Appropriations who shall be chairean of the 

joint co~ittee. 

l-7. The chalraan of each co .. lttee has general control 

and direction of the hall and c-ltt" r- of the 

co .. ittee over which he presides. subject to the control of 

the presiding officer under Rule 1-3. Except as provided in 

Joint Rule T-6, the chairean of the Senate c~ittee shall 

be chair~an of all joint co•Mittees. 

7-11· If either house requests a conference and appoints 

a co-lttee for the purpose of discussing en •-ndaent on 

which the Sen.3te and the House of Representatives cannot 

agree. the other house shall appoint a co .. ittee consisting 

of the saae nu~her of aeebers. The tiee and place of all 

conference coe~itte~ eeetin~s shall be agreed upon by their 

chdiredn and be announced froe the rostr-. This 

announceeent is in order at any tieeo Failure to •ake this 

announceeent shall not affect the validity of the 
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legislation. The conference co .. itteeso having conferred• 

shall report to their resp~ctive houses the result of their 

conference. A conference co~•ittee shall confine itself to 

the oisputed aaendeent. 

If either house requests a free conference ca.~ittee 

and the other house concurso appointaents will be aade the 

saae as above. A free conference coe•ittee eay discuss a 

bill in its entirety and is not confined to a particular 

a•endeent. 

than conference 7-9. In JOin~ co .. ittecs other 

co .. ittees. •eebers vote individually and not by houses. 

&ecause conference cOM&ittees are joint eeetings of separate 

co.-it~eeso in conference coe•lttees the co••ittees fro• 

..ch hou .. ~ separately• and a aajority of each comMittee 

.ust agree before any action May be taken. 

T-10• Conference coeeittee reports eust give clerical 

instructions for enrolling by referring to the reference 

bill version. 

When a ccnference co111mittee report is filed Nith the 

sPcretarr or clerk the sa~e shall be read under order of 

business No. 3, select co•~ittees. and placed on the 

calendar for consideration on second reading. If reco..ended 

favorably by the CoeMittee of the Whole• it •ay be 

considered on third reading the saMe legislative day. On 

the final legislative day a conference coe•ittee report 
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shall be placed on the calendar for i~ediate consideration 

on second reading and shall be further considered on third 

reading the sa~ legislative day. 

T-11. Accredited press representatives aay not be 

excluded fro• any public legislative .eetinq or hearing and 

aay not be prohibited froa taking photographs• televising. 

or recording the coMMittee or house hearings, subject to the 

aiscretion of the presiding officer in all •atters of 

decoru• and order. 

T-lz. A co .. ittee block scheduling systea will be 

i•pleeented in t~ Senate and House of Representatives. The 

schedule will be coordinated between hOuses and will be 

adjusted according to the legislature's work load. 

CHAPTER 8 

~ules and Journal 

8-1. Each house shall keep a journal of its 

proceedings, and mayo in its discretion, fra. ti.a to ti•e• 

publish the sa••• and the ayes and noes on any question 

shall, at tne request of any two •e•berso be entered on the 

journal. 

B-Z. The proceedings of each house which shall be 

entered on its journal include: 

(1) the nu~ber of each bill when it is introduced and 

subsequently consid~red; the title of each bill shall be 

printed in the index of the ~er~anent journals. 
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(.2) every .otion and the name of the •ember •aking it; 

(3) propused constitutional a-.nd•ents which have been 

for by two-third• of the •e•bers (Montana 

Constitution. Art. XlYo ~ec. B); 

{4) co .. ittee reports; 

(S) roll call votes; 

(61 eessages fro. the governor and the other house; 

{ll an entry of the oath taken by the aecbers (Sec. 

S-2-21~• MtA)e 

&-3. The bills and journal co .. ittee of each house 

shall ~upply the Legislative Council with the contents of 

the dally journal to be progra.-ed on auto•ated equip .. nte 

e•aei~ its journal, distribute a dally journal to all 

le9lslators. correct any errors. and report eac~ legislative 

day i ... diately after roll call. 

8-"· The JOurnal of the 5endte eust be authenticated by 

thP signature of the president, and the journal of the House 

of Keprcsent~tive~ by the signature of the speaker. The 

di~trioution of the completed journals shall be ~ade by the 

Legislative Council (Sec. s-11-201 through 5-11-203• MeA}• 

e-5. (1) A joint rule •ay be repealed or a•ended only 

with the concurrence of both houses, under the procedures 

ddopted oy each house fer the repeal or a.endaent of its own 

l'"ules.. 

(2) A joint rule governing the procedure for handling 
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bills •ay be temporarily suspended oy the consent of 

two-thirds of the •e•bers of either house, insofar as it 

applies to the house suspendin9 ito 

{31 Any rules ca.-ittee report reco ... ndlng a change 

in joint rules shall be referred to the other house for 

concurrent action. Any new rule or any change in the rules 

of either house shall be trans•ltted to the other house for 

infor•ational purposes. 

8-6~ Kason•s Manual of legislative Procedure governs 

the proceedings of the Senate and House of Representatives 

in all cases not covered by these rules. 

t-7. The legislative touncl1 shall codify and publish 

in one voluee the rules of the Senateo the rules of the 

House of Representatives and the joint rules of the Senate 

and House of Representatives. Upon adoptiont the secretary 

of the ~enate and the chief clerk of the House of 

kepresentatives shall provide the office of the legislative 

touncil with one copy of all .ations or resolutions a .. ndlng 

~enatet riouse or joint rules. and with copies of all alnutes 

and reports of the rules ca.aittees. After the rules have 

been publ ishado the leqislatlve Council shall distribute 

copi.,s as directed by the Senate and House of 

Repres~ntatives. 

8-8. Pur~uant to the ~uthority established in Sections 

5-11-211 throuqh ~-11-21~. the fo11owinq fee schedule is 
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established for the legislative proceedings: 

One co•plete set of the proceedings of any regular 

session, 5240; an additional 1150 is required for .ailing. 

One coaplete set of the proceedings of any special 

session, S25o 

Single copies of bills, resolutions, aaendaentso status 

sheets, or other docu•ents •ay be purchased according to the 

length of the docuaent as follows: 

1-5 pages••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••' .25 

6-lS pages•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••' .so 

16-40 pages••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••Sl.OO 

~1-100 pages•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••Sl.50 

101-200 pages••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••sz.oo 

OveT 200 page~·••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••'~.oo 

Copies of enac~ed bills••••••••••••••••••••••••~Os~ of 

reproduction. 

tHAPTER 9 

Voting Pr~edure 

9-1. Except as provided in Joint Rule 9-2. every •eaber 

~resent when a question is put shall vote unless the house 

of which he is a •ember excuses hi•• 

9-2. A •~•ber who has a personal or private interest in 

ant aeasure ~r bill propo~ed or pending before the 

legislature shJll disclose the fact to the house of which he 

is a •-ber. 
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9-3. A•end•ents to the constitution mav be proposed by 

any ae~er of the legislatur~. If adopted ~y an affirmative 

roll call vote of two-thirds of all the .embers of the 

legislature, the a~endment shall be dee.ed approved by the 

legislature (~ontana Constitution• Art. XJYo Sec. 81• 

9-4. When a aeasure requiring the concurrence of 

two-thirds of the members is under consideration, a .ajorlty 

vote is sufficient to decide any question relating to the 

.easure short of third r~ading. 

9-S. A roll call vote shall be taken on the request of 

two members, if the request occurs before the vote is taken. 

9-b. on a roll call vote the naaes of the •eabers sha~l 

be called alphabetically, unless an electrical voting syst .. 

is used. A me•ber •ay not vote or chanqe his vote after the 

decision is announced fro• the chair. A .ember eay not 

explain his vote until after the decision is announced fro• 

the chair. 

9-7. (11 On third reading the question shall be stated 

as follo•s~ "Senate (or House) bill number--------- havinq 

be~n read three several tiees, the question is• shall the 

bill pass (or be concurred inl•" 

(l) If an electrical voting syste• is used the 

presiding officer shall ring the bell after stating the 

question and then state •Those in favor vote yea and those 

opposed vote no.• After a reasonable pause the presidinq 
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officer osks •nas every ee~ber vote~?· (reasonable pause) 

"Does uny ~ember wish to change his or her vote?• 

(r~asonable ~ause) •The clerk (secretary) vill now record 

t.he vote." 

9-~. Two mee~ers eay pair on a eeasure that will be 

detereined by a eaJOrity vote. On a .. asure requiring a 

tw~-thiras vote for adoption three eembers •ay pair• with 

two ee•bers for the eeasure and one ee•ber against. Pairing 

is pereitted only vhen one of the paired ..-bers Is absent 

when the vote is taken. 

9-9. An a,~reeeent to ~NSir IIUSt be in writing and dated 

and signed by the eeebers agreeing to be bound, and eust 

specify the duration of the pair. When an agreeeent to pair 

is fileu vith the secretary of the Senate or cl~ief clerk of 

the HOuse of Representatives. It shall ~ind tne ee•bers 

si~ing until the expiration of tiee for which It was 

signed, unless the paired eeebers sooner appear and ask that 

the aqr~eeent be concelled. 

9-1~· Every vote of each •ember of the legislature on 

each substontive question in the legislature. in any 

coeeittee, or in co .. lttee of the Whole shall be recorded 

anJ ~od~ public. On final passage of any bill or joint 

resolution the vote shall be taken by ayes and noes and the 

names entere~ on the journal. A roll call vote shall be 

ta~en on nonsubstantive questions on the request of two 
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MP.aberso who eay likewise on any voteo request that the ayes 

and noes be spread upon the journal. Roll call votes and 

other votes which are to be .ade public but are not 

specifically required to be spread upon the journal shall be 

entered in the ~inutes of the appropriate co••ittee or of 

the appropriate house and d copy of such •lnutes shall be 

filed with the Hontana state historical society (~ontana 

Constitution• Art. v. Sec. 11(2~)• 

CHAPHR 10 

Consent Calendar 

10-lo Noncontroversial bills and si~le and joint 

resolutions qualifying for the consent calendar •ay be 

processed by a standing coe•ittee according to the following 

provisions: 

{1) To be eligible for the consent calendar. the 

legislation Must receive unani.ous vote by the .e.Oers of 

the standing comeittee In attendance (do pass. do pass as 

a.ended). tn addition a -tion eust be aade and passed 

unani•ously to place the legislation on the consent calendar 

and this action reflected in tne Lo .. ittee report. No 

appropriation or revenue bills eay be reco~ended for the 

consent calendar. 

('~ The le~islation is then sent to printing to be 

prepar .. d as a third reading version and specifically aarked 

as a •consent calendar• item. 
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(ll Legislation shall be i .. ediately posted (as soon 

as it is received fro• printing) on the consent calendar and 

•ust rll::!:•ain there for one legislative day before 

consideration under Order of Business No. 11o Special Orders 

of t~ Day. At that tiae, the presiding office~ will 

announce consideration of the consent calendar and allow 

•reasonable tl•e• for questions and answers upon request. No 

debate will be allowed. 

l~l Any three ee•bers •ay sub•it written objections 

and the legislation •ust then be re.oved fro• the consent 

calendar and added to the regular second reading board. 

(5} Consent calendar legislation will be voted on 

following third reading. 

(6} Legislation on the consent calendar will be voted 

on Individually with the roll call vote printed in the 

journal as the final vote on those bills and resolutions. 

(l) Legislation passed on the consent calendar will 

then be 5ent to engrossing, printed• and trans•itted to the 

loecond house. 

CHAPTER 11 

StateMent of Legislative Intent 

11-1. Definition. for the purpose of co•pl lance with 

th~ Legisldtive History Act {Title 5o chapter ~. part ~. 

H(A)o a stateaent of legislative intent. regarding a bill is 

an expression of co-.on understanding on the part of a group 
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of •eabers ~ho constitute a foreal coeponent of the 

legislature and .-ho sit together in consideration of the 

billo e.y., a standing coeeitteeo a co .. ittee of the Whole, 

or a conference coMeittee. This state-.nt differs fro• a 

purpose clause which is a section of the bill ando if 

enacted, re~lects the assent of a aajorfty of ea<h house. In 

general, a purpose clause is used to describe the broad 

overall objectives of a bill ~hile a stateeent of intent is 

used to guide the details of interpretation by those charged 

with iapleeentation of the bill and is phrased in ter•s of 

contingencies. exa•pleso or other eatter inappropriate for 

expression as statutory language. 

11-2. Lieitation. A stateeent of Intent aay not be 

construed as reflecting the intent of any .. .oer other than 

the ae~bers of the coeponent preparing the state .. nto uniP.ss 

th~ statement accompanies the bill as provided In .Joint Rule 

ll-3. 

11-3. Statement of intent to accoepany bill ~hen -

how. when a coeponent of the legislature desires to write a 

statement of intent for the consideration of the rest of the 

legislature, the statement shall accoepany the bill as 

follows: 

(1) A standing coemittee in the house of orlgino 

having considered the bill and reco-.ending that it do passe 

may write a statement of intent and file it with the 
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>tdnding co~•ittee r~port. The stateeent shall be printed on 

gray va~er and attached to the second reading copy and all 

suos~quent printings of the bill, or shall be ~eparately 

du~licdted and placed on the desks of all ee~ers o~ the 

house or origin prior to second reading consideration and 

thereafter printed on gray paper attached to the bill. 

(2) The Co.•ittee of the Whole in the house of origin 

eay adopt by •otion a statement of Intent on any bill before 

it. The stateaent shall be printed on gray paper and 

attached to the third reading copy and alt subsequent 

printings of the bill. 

(l) A standing coeeittee or the ,o .. ittee of the Whole 

in the second hnuse considering a bill aay adopt by eotlon a 

stateeeftt of int~nt. A stateeent by a standing co .. lttee 

sholl be printed on a pink or green co .. ittee report sheeto 

~hetner or not the co•eittee proposes 

bill, and shdll accoepany the bill 

second reading consideration in the 

•-ndlaents to the 

in that fore during 

second hOuse. A 

stateeent so auopted by a standing co-.itteeo or a state•ent 

adopted by the Co-.ittee of the Wholet shall thereafter be 

printed on gray vaper and attached to the reference bill 

follo~ing third reading passage in the second house. 

(4) A free or reyular joint conference comeittee may 

write a state~ent of intent on a bill before it and file the 

sa~e with its report. to be duplicated and placed upon the 
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l desks of all •e~bers prior to voting on the conference 

2 report. 

3 11-4. Modification of stateaent of intent. A stateaent 

4 of int~nt printed on gray paper to acco•pany a bill shall be 

5 nu•bered by paye and line. The text shall not be subject to 

6 a~endment by deletion or insertion, but any provision 

7 ther~of is subject to bein~ superseded by a later state .. ~ 

a of intent. The for• of such •Odlfying state .. nt of Intent Is 

9 substantially as follows: 

10 •Paragrapn •••• of the state.ent of Intent of the •••• 

11 co .. ittee on ••••• at page ••••• lines •••• through 

12 •••• on the legislative intent sheets, is supers.ded by 

13 the following: 

l~ (textt 

15 {Co~t) 

16 (e.g •• co .. lttee on •••• , 

17 11-5• Conference co~ittee on intent only. When the 

18 second house concurs In • bill vlthout ... ~ts but adopts 

19 or •odifies a stdtement of Intent on the billt the bill •ay 

lO not be enrolled until the house of origin has accepted such 

21 ·stateMent of intent by •ajority vote on Order of Business 

~2 No. s. A regul~r conference committee ••Y be appointed 

£3 solely to re~olve diffcrencPs of intent if the second 

24 nouse•s statement of intent is not so accepted. 

-End-
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SENATE 

OF THE 

STATE OF MONTANA 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

DATE: Jan. 12, 1979 

The Legislative Council is directed to add the following addendum 

to Senate Joint Resolution No. 2, which was unanimously adopted by 

the Senate on January 12, 1979 and that it be printed and enrolled 

with the bill. 

1. Page 46, line 18. 
Strike: "sent to engrossing, printed, and" 

President of the Senate 


