CHAPTER NO. 2o

SENATE BILL NO. 521
INTRODUCED BY MANLEY, WATT, McCALLUM, TURNAGE

BY REQUEST OF THE COMMITTEE ON TAXATION

IN THE SENATE

February 16, 1979 Introduced and referred to
Committee on Taxation.

February 23, 1979 Fiscal note requested.

February 28, 1979 Fiscal note returned.

March 8, 1979 Committee recommend bill
do pass as amended. Report
adopted.

March 9, 1979 Printed and placed on members'
desks.

March 10, 1979 Second reading, do pass.

March 12, 1979 Considered correctly engrossed.

March 13, 1979 Third reading, passed.

Transmitted to second house.

IN THE HOUSE

March 14, 1979 Introduced and referred to
Committee on Taxation.

April 11, 1979 Committee recommend bill
be concurred in. Report
adopted.

April 12, 1979 Second reading, concurred in.

April 16, 1979 Third reading, concurred in.

IN THE SENATE

April 16, 1979 Returned from second house.
Concurred in. Sent to
enrolling.

Reported correctly enrolled.
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siLL no. S/

INTRODUCED BY
e BY REQUEST OF
/

COMMI E “ON" TAXATION

A BILL FOR ANVYACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TO EXTEND TYHE PERIOD
DURING WHICH COUNTY TAX APPEAL BOUARDS MAY MEET; PROVIDING
THAT TAXPAYERSY APPLICATIONS ARE GRANTED 1IF A COUNTY TAX
APPEAL BOARD REFUSES OR FAILS TO HEAR THE APPLICATION;

AMENDING SECTIONS 15-15-101 THROUGH 15-15-103s MCA.*

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le Section 15-15-101¢ MCAs is amended to read:
»]15-15-101. County tax appeal board -- wmeetings and

compensations (1} The board of county commissioners of each

county shall appeint a three-member county tax appeal boards
with the members to serve staggered terms of 3 years eache

The wmembers of each county tax appeal board shall be

residents of the county in which they serves They shall

receive compensation of $25 a day and travel expenses as
provided for in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503y as amendeds only
when the county tax appeal board is in session to hear
taxpayers® appeals from property tax assessmsents or when
they are attending meetings called by the state tax appeal
boards Travel expenses and compensation shall be paid from
the appropriation to the state tax appeal board. Office

space and equipment for the county tax appeal boards shall
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be furnished by the countye All other incidental expenses
shal} be paid from the appropriation of the state tax appeal
boarde

{2) TYhe county tax appeal board must meet on the third
Monday of April in each year to hear protests concerning
assossments made by the department of revenue. It must
continue in session for that purpose from time to tise until
the business of hearing protests is disposed ofe but not
later than the-tast-Monday—in-dune—untess-grented-edditions?
tiwe—by-~order—-of-the-stote-tax—-oppeni-boord {0 days after
the departsent of reveoue or its agent has mailed natice of
classification and appralsal tc _all_ _property owners as
raguired in 15-7-102. In connection with any such appeals
the county tax appeal board may change any assessment or fix
the assessment at some other levele. The county clerk shall
publish a notice to taxpayerse giving the time the county
tax appeal board will meet to hear protests concerning
assessments and the Tatest date the county tax appeal board
may take applications for such hearingse The notice shall be
published in a newspaper if any is printed in the county ore
if nones then in such manner as the board may directe The
notice shall be published at least 7 days prior to the first
meeting of the county tax appeal board."™

Section 2. Section 15-15-102y MCAs is amended to read:

®15-15-102. Application for reduction in valuatione. No

-2~ 51;) 5"2/
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reduction may be made in the valuation of property unless
the party affected or his agent makes and files with the
county tax appeal board on or before the first MNonday in
June or 3 days affer receiving a ootice of classificatioo
aod appraisal from the department of revepugs whichever iz
laters a written application therefor. The application
shall state the post—office address of the applicants shall
specifically describe the property invoiveds 3nd shall state
the facts upon which it is claimed such reduction should be
a3de."

Section 3. Section 15-15-103, HCAs is amended to read:

*15-15-103-. Examination of applicante. Before the
county tax appeal board grants any application or makes any
reduction applied fors i1t must examine on oath the person or
agent making the applicationes touching the value of the
property of each persone Mo reduction must be made unless
such person or agent makes an applications as provided in
15-15-102« and attends and answers all questions pertinent
to the inquiry. The testimony of all witnesses upon such
hearing must be taken in shorthand or by stenotype or
electronically recorded and preserved for 1 year. If the
decision of the county tax appeal board is appealeds all
testimony wmust be transcribed or otherwise reduced to
writing and forwardeds together with all exhibitss to the

state tax appeal boarde The date of hearings the proceedings
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before the boards and the decision must be entered uwpon the
minutes of the boards and the board shall notify the
applicant of its decision by registered or certified mail
within 3 days thereaftere A copy of the minutes of the
county tax appeal board must be transmitted to the state tax
appeal board no later than 3 days after the second-Menday-in
dJudy hoard bolds its fioal hearing of the year."

MEM _SECIIQN. Section &« Failure or refusal to hear
applicatione (1) If a county tax appeal! board refuses or
fails to hear a taxpayer®s application for a vreduction in
valuation of propertys except that Yisted in 15-2-302e the
taxpayer®s application is considered to be granted on the
day following the board®s final meeting for that yeare

{2} TYhe county treasurer shall enter the appraisal or
classification sought in the application in the assessment
booka.

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA
Request No. 418-79
FISCAL NOTE
Form BD-15

In compliance with a written request received _ February 27, 1979 , there is hereby
submitted a Fiscal Note for Senate Bill 521 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana,
1965 - Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. Background information used in developing
this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members
of the Legislature upon request.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

This bill extends the period during which county tax appeal boards may meet and provides
that taxpayers' applications are granted if a county tax appeal board refuses or fails
to hear the application.

ASSUMPTIONS:

1. A substantial number of notices of change in valuation will be received by taxpayers
too late to be appealed to county tax appeal boards in the present time frame
set by law. ‘

2. County boards will continue to operate in the same fashion as in the past, and

therefore will be required to spend an estimated 200 additional days annually
hearing appeals.

3. Per diem of county board members is set by law. Other county board expenses
(secretarial, postage and supplies, etc,) will remain about the same in the

next biennium as in the current biennium.

FISCAL IMPACT

FY 80 FY 81
200 additional hearing days $43,000 $43,000
Additional operating costg, State Tax Appeal Board 7,000 7,000
Additional cost of proposed legislation $50,000 $50,000

The increased expenditures will be from the State General Fund.
LOCAL IMPACT:

The local impact is estimated to be minimal. An increase in operating expenses
(space, equipment, etc.) and/or decrease in tax revenues could result.

Ié“"‘j’\ uhr-—/ AZ «i “"M-“-) A’\j-’\

BUDGET DIRECTOR
Office of Budget and Program Planning

Date: L/;.p/’)?
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Arvroved by Committee
cn Taxation
~#Xation

SENATE BILL NO. 521
INTRODUCED BY MANLEYs WATTy McCALLUMs TURNAGE

BY REQUEST OF THE COMMITTEE ON TAXATION

A BILL FGR AN ACT ENTITLEO: ™AN ACT TO EXTEND THE PERIOD
DURTAHG WHICH COUNTY TAX APPEAL BOARODS MAY MEEY; PROVIDING
THAT TAXPAYERS® APPLICATIONS ARE GRANTED IF A COUNTY TaX
APPEAL BOARD REFUSES OR FAILS TO HEAR THE APPLICATVION;

AMENDING SECTIONS 15-15-101 THROUGH 15-15-103s MCA."™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le Section 15-15-101ley MCAs is amended to read:
"15-15-101« County tax appeal board -- meetings and

compensations (1) The board of county commissioners of each

county shall appoint a three-member county tax appeal boarde
with the members to serve staggered terms of 3 vyears each.

The members of each county tax appeal board shall be

residents of the county in which they serve. They shall

receive compensation of $25 a day and travel expenses as
provided for in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503, as amendeds only
when the county tax appeal board is in session to hear
taxpayers' appeals from property tax assessments or when
they are attending meetings called by the state tax appeal
boarde Travel expenses and compensation shall be paid from

the appropriation to the state tax appeal boarde Office
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space and equipment for the county tax appeal boards shald
be furnished by the county. Al other incidental expenses
shall be paia from the appropriation of the state tax appeal
boarde

{2} The county tax appeal board must meet on the third
Monday of April in each year to bhear protests concerning
assessments wmade by the department of revenue. It must
continue in session for that purpose from time to time until
the business of hearing protests is disposed ofs but not
later than the-}ast-Honday-+n-dune-untess-grented-additiono}
time-~-py-—order—-of-the-state-ctex-eppest-board 60 days after
the depaciment of reveoue Qr. its agent:

14} bas sailed notice of classification and _apprasisal
to_2l)l property ownets as_required jo 1S5-7-102; ANU

1B _HAS_ _NQOILFIED THE LCQUNTY _TAX APPEAL BOARD THAT
CLASSIEICATION AND_APPRALSAL NOYICES MAVE BEEN MAILEDR TO ALL
BRDPERIY OWNERS. In connection with any such appeals the
county tax appeal board may change any assessment or fix the
assessment at some other levels The county clerk shall
publish a notice to taxpayers. giving the time the county
tax appeal board will meet to hear protests comcerning
assessments and the latest date the county tax appeal board
may take applications for such hearingse The notice shall be
publsshed in a newspaper if any is printed in the county ors

if nonesy then in such manner as the board may direct. The

-2- 58 521
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notice shall be published at least 7 days prior to the first
meeting of the county tax appeal board."

Section 2. Section 15-~15-102+ MCAy is amended to read:

®15~15-102. Application for reduction in valuatione No
reduction may be made in the valuation of gproperty unless
the party affected or his agent makes and files with the
county tax appeal board on or before the first Monday in
June gr 15 days after receiving a ootice of classification
and appraisal from the departeant of ravenuss _whichever _is
laters a written application therefors The application
shall state the post-office address of the applicant, shall
specifically describe the property involveds and shall state
the facts upon which it is claimed such reduction should be
nade."

Section 3. Section 15-15-103, MCA. is amended to read:

“15-15-103. Examination of applicante Before the
county tax appeal board grants any application or makes any
reduction applied fors it must examine on oath the person or
agent making the applications touching the value of the
property of each persons No reduction must be sade unless
such person or agent makes an applicationes as provided in
15-15-102y and attends and answers all questions pertinent
to the inquirys The testimony of all witnesses wupon such
hearing wmust be taken in shorthand or by stenotype or

electronically recorded and preserved for 1 yeare If the

-1- sa 521
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decision of the county tax appeal board is appealeds aill
testimony must be transcribed or otherwise reduced to
writing and forwardeds together with all exhibitss to the
state tax appeal boarde The date of hearings the proceedings
before the boards and the decision must be entered upon the
minutes of the boarde and the board shall notify the
applicant of its decision by registered or certified mail
within 3 days thereafter. A copy of the minutes of the
county tax appeal board must be transmitted to the state tax
appeal board no iater than 3 days after the seeond-Menday-in
duty hoard holds its final heariog of the year.”

NEM_SELTI{N. Section &#. Failure or refusal to hear
applicatione (1) If a county tax appeal board refuses or
fails to hear a taxpayer®'s IIMELY application for a
reduction in valuation of propertys except that listed in
15-2-302+ the taxpayer's application is considered ¢to be
granted on the day following the board*s fina! meeting for
that year.

{2} The county treasurer shall enter the appraisal or
classification sought in the application in the assessment
book.

-End-

—tam S8 521
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SENATE BILL NO. 521
INTRODUCED BY MANLEYs WATTs McCALLUMy TURNAGE

BY REQUEST DF THE COMMITTEE ON TAXATION

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTIVLED: ™AN ACT TO EXTEND THE PERIOD
DURING WHICH COUNTY TAX APPEAL BOARDS MAY MEET; PROVIOING
THAT TAXPAYERS' APPLICATIONS ARE GRANTED IF A COUNTY TAx
APPEAL BOARD REFUSES OR FAILS TO HEAR THE APPLICATION;

AMENDING SECTIONS 15-15-101 THROUGH 15-15-103y MCA.™

BE_IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le« Section 15-15-101e MCA+ is amended to read:
"15-19~10i. County tax appeal board -- meetings and

compensatione (i) The board of county commissioners of each

county shall appoint a three-member county tax appeal board,
with the members to serve staggered terms of 3 years each.

The wmembers of each county tax appeal board shall be

residents of the county in which they servee. They shall

receive compensation of $25 a day and travel expenses as
provided for in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503+ as amendeds only
whan the county tax appeal board is in session to hear
taxpayers' appeals from property tax assessments or when
they are attending meetings called by the state tax appeal
boarde Travel expenses and compensation shall be paid from

the appropriation to the state tax appeal board. Office
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space and equipment for the county tax appeal boards shall
be furnished by the countye All other incidental expenses
shall be paid from the appropriation of the state tax appeal
boarde.

t2) The county tax appeal board must meet on the third
Monday of April in each year to hear protests concerning
assessments made by the departaent of revenue. It must
continue in session for that purpose from time to time until
the business of hearing protests is disposed ofs but not
later than the-tast-Mondey-in-dune-uniess-granted-additioned
time~--py-—-order-—of-the-stete-tan-appest-board £0 days after
the depariment of revenue or its agent:

iA) bas mailed notice of classification #nd _appraisal
to_all property owners. as required in A5-7-102: AND

1B} _HAS_ _NOVIFIED THE COUNTY TAX APPEAL BOARD THAY
CLASSIEICATION AND APPRAISAL NOTICES HAVE BEEN MAILED TG ALL
PROPERTY OWNMERSs In connection with any such appeals the
county tax appeal board may change any assessment or fix the
assessment at some other levels The county clerk shall
publish a notice to taxpayerss giving the time the county
tax appeal board will meet to hear protests concerning
assessments and the latest date the county tax appeal board
may take applications for such hearings. The notice shall be
published in a newspaper if any is printed in the county ore

if nones then in such manner as the board may directe The

2= S8 521
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notice shall be published at least T days prior to the first
meeting of the county tax appeal board«™

Section 2. Section 15-15-102+ MCAs is amended to read:

"15-15-102. Application for reduction in valuations. No
reduction may be made in the valuation of property unless
the party affected or his agent makes and files with the
county tax appeal board aon or before the first Monday in
June gor__15 days after receiving a potice of classification
and apgraisal from the departeent of revepues _whichever. _is
laters & written application therefore The application
shall state the post-office addres§ of the applicants shall
specifically describe the property involvede and shall state
the facts upon which it is claimed such reduction should be
nade.”

Section 3. Section 15-15-103, “CAs is amended to read:

®15-15~103. Examination of applicanta Before the
county tax appeal board grants any application or makes any
reduction applied fors it must examine on o3ath the person or
agent making the applications touching the value of the
property of each persons. No reduction must be made unless
such person or agent makes an applications 45 provided in
15-15-102s and attends and answers all questions pertinent
to the inquirye The testimony of all witnesses wupon such
hearing must be taken in shorthand or by stenotype or

electronically recorded and preserved for 1 vyeare If the
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decision of the county tax appeal board is appealeds all
testimony must be transcribed or otherwise reduced to
writing and forwardeds together with all exhibitss to the
state tax appeal boarde The date of hearinges the proceedings
before the boards and the decision must be entered upon the
minutes of the boards and the board shall notify the
applicant of its decision by registered or certified mail
within 3 days thereafters A copy of the minutes of the
county tax appeal board must be transmitted to the state tax
appeal board no later than 3 days after the second-Menday-in
dJudy board bolds_ its final hearing of the year.”

NEM_SECIION. Section 4e Failure or refusal to hear
applications (1} If a county tax appeal board refuses or
fail's to hear a taxpayer's [JIIMELY application for 3
reduction in wvaluation of propertys except that listed in
15-2-302y the taxpayer®s application is considered to be
Jranted on the duy following the board®s final! meeting for
that yeare

{2) The county treasurer shall enter the appraisal or
classification sought in the application in the assessment
book e

-End-

g 58 521
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SENATE BILL NOe. 521
INTRODUCED BY MANLEYs WATTe McCALLUMy TURNAGE

B8Y REQUEST OF THE COMMITTEE ON TAXATION

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TO EXVEND THE PERICD
DURING WHICH COUNTY TAX APPEAL BOARDS MAY MEET: PROVIDING
THAT TAXPAYERS® APPLICATIONS ARE GRANTED IF A COUNTY TAX
APPEAL BOARD REFUSES OR FAILS TO HEAR THE APPLICATION;

AMENDING SECTIONS 15-15-101 THROUGH 15-15-103s MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section l« Section 15-15-101y MCAe is amended to read:
%15-15-10le County tax appedl board -- meetings and

compensations {1} The board of county commissioners of each

county shall appoint a three-member county tax appeal boardy
with the members to serve staggered terms of 3 years eache

The members of each county tax appeal board shall be

residents of the county in which they serves They shall

receive compensation of $25 a day and travel expenses as
provided for §n 2-18-501 through 2-18-5034 a&s amendedy only
when the county tax appeal board is in session tc hear
taxpayers*® appeals from property tax assessments or when
they are attending meetings called by the state tax appeal
boarde Travel expenses and compensation shall be paid from

the appropriation to the state tax appeal board. Office
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space and equipment for the county tax appeal boards shall
be furnished by the countye Al1l other incidental expenses
shall be paid from the appropriation of the state tax appeal
boarde.

(2} The county tax appeal board sust meet on the third
Monday of April in each year to hear protests concerning
assessments made by the department of revenue. It must
continue in session for that purpose from time to time unti)
the business of hearing protests is disposed ofe but not
Yater than the-test-Nendeay-in-done-uniess—gronted-odditions?
time——by--order—-—of-the-state-tax-appesi-dosrd 40 _days after
ibe departmeot of revenue of jts ageots:

14) hes majlkd netice of classification and appraisal
to al)l property ownsrs . as cequired io 15-7-102; AND

1B)__HAS NOTIFIED THE COUNTY TAX APPEAL BOARD THAT
CLASSLIEICAYION AND APPRAISAL NOTICES HAVE BEENM MAILED TQ ALi
BROPERIY OWMERSe

{3} In connection with any such appeals the county tax

appeal board may change any assessment or fix the assessment

at some other level. The county clark shall publish a notice

' td taxpayerss giving the time the county tax appeal board

wlll meet to hear protests concerning assessments and the
latest date the county tax appeal board nay take
applications for such hearingse The notice shall be

published in a newspaper if any is printed in the county ors

-2- sB 521
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if nones then in such manner as the board may directs The
notice shall be published at least T days prior to the first
meeting of the county tax appeal boarde”

Section 2. Section 15-15-102y NCAe is amsnded to read:

"15-15-102+ Application for reduction in valuation. No
reduction wmay be made in the valuation of property unless
the party affected or his agent makes and files with the
county tax appeal board on or before the first Monday in
June or 15 days after ceceiving a potice of classification
and _appraisal  from the departsent of raveguss whichever (s
latars 8 written application thérefore The application
shall state the post-office address of the applicants shall
specifically describe the property involved: and shall state
the facts upon which It is claimed such reduction should be
aade.”

Section 3. Section 15-15-103y MCAs is amended to read:

*15-15-103. Examination of applicante Before the
county tax appeal board grants any application or makes any
reduction applied fors It must examine on oath the person or
agent making the applications touching the value of the
property of each persons No reduction must be wmade unless
such person or agent makes an applications as provided in
15-15-102s and attends and answers all questions pertinent
to the inquirye The testimony of all witnesses upon such

hearing must be taken in shorthand or by stenotype or

-3~ $B 521
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slectronically recorded and preservad for 1 year. If the
decision of the county tax appeal board is appealed, all
testimony must be transcribed or otherwise reduced to
writing and forwardeds together with all exhibitsy to the
state tax appeal! board. The date of hearings the proceedings
before the boardes and the decision must be entered upon the
minutes of the boardy and the board shall notify the
applicant of Its decision by reglistered or certified mail
within 3 days thereafters A copy of the minutes of the
county tax appeal board must be transmitted to the state tax
appeal board no later than 2 days after the second-Monday—in
dudy bhoard bolds ixs _final hearing of the year.*®

MEM _SECTION. Section 4. Failure or refusal to hear
applicatione {1) If a county tax appeal board refuses or
fails to hear a taxpayer®s JTIMELY application for a
reduction in valuation of propertys except that Jisted in
15-2-302y the taxpayer®s application is considered to be
granted on the day following the board's final wmeeting for
that year.

{2) The county treasurer shall enter the appraisal or
classification sought in the application in the assessment
booke

—End~
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March 8, 1979

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT
(Taxation)

That Se¢nate Bill No. 521 be amended as follows:

1. Page 2, line 11.
Following: "agont”
Insert: “:
(a) n
2. Paye 2, line 13.
Following: "15-7-102"
Inscere: "; and
(b) has notified the county tax appeal board that
classification and appraisal notices have been mailed to
ull property owners "

3. Paye 4, line 10,
Following: "taxpayer's”
Insert: "timely"



