
CHAPTER NO. ____:::S~:25-

SENATE BILL NO. 519 

INTRODUCED BY TOWE 

BY REQUEST OF THE SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

February 16, 1979 

February 19, 1979 

February 20, 1979 

February 21, 1979 

February 22, 1979 

February 23, 1979 

February 27, 1979 

March 19, 1979 

March 20, 1979 

March 23, 1979 

March 24, 1979 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass as amended. Report 
adopted. 

Printed and placed on members' 
desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to second house. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill 
be concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in 
as amended. 

IN THE SENATE 

Returned from second house. 
Concurred in as amended. 



March 26, 1979 

Harch 28, 1979 

March 29, 1979 

-2-

Second reading, pas~ con
sideration until March 28, 
1979. 

Second reading, amendments 
adopted. 

Third reading, amendments 
adopted. Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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(2) In addition to the •isde-anor penalty 

subsection (l)w a successful candidate who Is adjudicated 

of 

'l 

3 
e)l Re.cro.·~ 0~ S4'nlf'k T...d.'<.i~ Comm:iktt 

3 guilty of violating this section .. , be reeoved fr~ office 

4 A Blll FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROHIBIT CERTAIN " as provided in 13-35-106 and 13-35-107. 

5 ELECTIONEERING PRACTICES AND TO PROV[DE PENALTIES•• -End-

b 

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

8 Section 1. Solicitation of votes on election day. (lt 

9 It is unlavful for a person at any place on ~he dey of eny 

10 election to askw solicit• or in any aanner a~teept ~o Induce 

11 or persuade any elector ~o vote for or refrain fra. voting 

12 for any candidate or the candidates or ticket of any 

13 political party or organization or any ballo~ Issue 

14 submitted to the people. 

15 (2) A person convicted of solicitation of votes on 

1& election day is guilty of a aisde.eanor and shall be 

17 imprisoned in the county jail for a ter• not to exceed 6 

18 eonths or be fined not to exceed S1w000w or both. 

19 Section 2. Political cr tal nat libel. {1} ~~ Is 

20 unlawful for any person to aake or publish any false 

21 stateeent or charge reflecting on any candidate•s characterw 

22 morali~Y• or integrity or vhich tends to injure or defeat 

23 hi• at the polls. A person aaking such a state .. nt vith 

24 knovledge of its falsity or with a reckless disregard as to 

25 whether it is true or not is guilty of a eisde .. anor. 
s e s1_;1 

-2-
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SENATE BILL NO. 519 

INTRODUCED BY TOWE 

BY REQUEST OF THE SENATE ~UOICIARY COMMITTEE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROHIBIT CERTAIN 

ELECTIONEERING PRACTICES AND TO PROVIDE PENALTIES.• 

BE IT ENACTED SY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 Section 1. Solicitation of votes on election dey. (1) 

10 It is unlaNful for a person et-efty-,+eee-en-ehe-dey--&1--eny 

11 e~eee+on-ee-es~.-se~~+e.-or-+n-eny-aeftfter-eeee•pe~n-.ee 

12 er--perstlede---.,-e~~eee-4GP-f'-pefore+ft-• _ _...,.. 

13 ~or-eny--eend+deee--or--ehe--eeft4+deees--er--e+ekee--of--OftY 

14 po++~+ee~---perey---or--or9Qn+~e~on--er--eny--~+ee--+sstle 

15 Stlbe+teed-te-ehe-peop•e QR A PQLITICAL CQftftJTTEE IQ PLACE AN 

16 ~&JISEMENI SUPPQBIJNG DB QPPQSIN& A CAIQIOAIE QB A JALLQT 

17 lli.ULEIILU.iLD!LfUt.IlQN DAY OtfLY• 

16 (Z) A person convicted of solicitation of votes on 

19 election day is guilty of a •isda.eanor and shall be 

20 imprisoned in the county jail for a tere not to exceed 6 

21 ~onths or be fined not to exceed S1o000t or both. 

22 Section 2. Political crieinal 1 i bel. Clt It is 

23 unlawful for any person to eake or publish any false 

24 statement or charge reflecting on any candidate's character, 

25 morality, or integrity or which tends to injure or defeat 

1 

2 

3 

.. 
5 

6 
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SB 0519/02 

hi• at the polls. A person .aking such a state .. nt with 

knowledqe of its falsity or with e reckless disregard as to 

whether it is true or not is guilty of a •ls~eanor. 

(2} In addition to the eisde .. enor penalty of 

subsection tl)• a successful candidate who is adjudicated 

guilty of violating this section .. , be reeoved froe office 

as provided in 13-35-106 and 13-35-107. 

-End-

-2- SB 519 
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SENATE BILL NOo 519 

INTRODUCED BY TOWE 

BY REQUEST OF TH~ SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED1 •AN ACT TO PROHIBIT CERTAIN 

ELECTIONEERING PRACTICES AND TO PROVIDE PENALTIES.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Solicitation of votes on election day. Ill 

lt is unlawful for a person et-eny-pteee-on-the-dey--of--eny 

eteetfon-to-asky-so~+efty-op-+ft-afty-.annep-a~e~-te-+ne.ce 

12 o~--pepsaede--eny-eteetor-te-vote-fer-OP-PefPe+ft-froe-vot+n~ 

13 for-eny--eend+dete--op--the--e~detes--ep--t+eket--of--eny 

14 pot+t+eet---perty---op--or,enfte~on--OP--any--~e•~t--+ssee 

lS sabMftted-to-the-pe&pte Q!_j_!DLIIlCAL CQ!MIJJE£ JO PLACE AN 

16 AQ~fSI~tefHI-~efQBil~-QB_gfPDSING A CANDlaiiE OR A BALLOT 

17 lSSU~_fUR_USf_~ __ fLEtJIQN OAX INkY• FAILURE TO REMOVE 

16 ~l~L~OABDS~--1480- SIGHSa 0& PQSIESS QN ELECTIQN DAY IS NQI 

19 'OMSlO~fD_A-~lD~I!UMA 

£.0 

21 

l2 

23 

(l) A person convicted of solicitation of votes on 

election day is guilty of a alsde~anor and 

iMprisoned in the county jail for a tera not to 

•onths or be fined not to exceed St,ooo, or botho 

shall be 

••ceed 6 

l4 Section 2. Political criainal libel. {11 It is 

25 unlawful for any person to aake or publish any false 
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statY~ent or charge reflectinq on any candida~e•s character• 

DB aoralityy-OP-+~~•9P~Y-or-wft+eh-~nds-to-+n,•re-op-4efee~ 

~+•--st--•h~--po+•s. A person •akinq such a statewent ~ith 

knowledge of its falsity or ~lth a reckless disregard as to 

whether It is true or not Is quiJty of a eisde .. anor. 

(£) In addition to the elsdeaeanor penalty of 

subsection (l)t a successful candidate who is adjudicated 

guolty of violating this section aay be reeoved froa office 

a~ provided in lJ-lS-106 and 13-35-107• 

-End-

-2- SB S19 

R E F E R E N C E B I L L 



HOUSE OP REPRESENI'ATIVES 
March 17, 1979 

Judiciacy Crnrnittee amendments to Senate Bill No. 519, 3rd reading copy, 
as follows: 

1. Page 1, line 17. 
Following: "DAY" 
Strike: "ONLY" 
Following:--.,-" 
Insert: "Failure to rEJrOve billboards, yard siqns, or posters on election day is 

not ronsidered a violation." 

2. Page 1, line 24. 
Followinq: "chlracter" 
Strike: "," 
Insert: "or" 

3. Page 1, line 25 through line 1, page 2. 
Following: "llDral~ ty" 
Strike: " , or integrity or which tends to injure or defeat him at the p:>lls" 

AND AS AMENDED 
BE CONCURRED IN 


