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4 A Bill i'O< A~l ~CT Et;TlTLED: •AN ACT PRQVIDT~G FO~ Stru 

PIJTATO CERTIFJCATlON; GENeRALLY RfVISl"iG TH£ Lh' REL~TING TC 

h 'if:t[• PflTATJ~S; A'IENCJP.tG SECTICNS 3o-3-6'H Ao'u 1':'-'>-ZC!. :"C.~; 

t.NJ PR'JV!Ilt>.;G A'J Il'.~lOIH .. EFFECTIVE DATE•" 

~HEREAS, ~n association of Montana s~ed potato ~rowers 

l ~nd Hon~ana state university have jointly pJrticip~ted in 

11 th~ certification, inspection. anc improve~ent of pot~to 

12 seed in this stat~ since l92Z; and 

13 loiHFREASo the l'!ontana potato i111provement association, ;, 

14 nonprofit organization of seed g~owers. ha~ been thf· 

15 official agent at th2 state, thrOU•1h Montana state 

16 university, pursuant to Chapter llo Law; of l9~l• as 

17 ~ru~nded, since 1~5Z; 2nd 

11 ~HERfASo tna association, throuyh its ~e~berso h1s done 

1'1 s•JCh se"d potato ccrti fication work on a sel f-supportin<; 

2-1 b.-;.si5 and wit,.,out direct stdtP. fin~nci~l 'SU~';'ort; -l0:1 

Zl \IH~UAS, thf' association h?s contrihutPrl to th0 

2~ construction cost cf the Montana st->te university '!rc'>~nhouse 

23 addition and pot~to virus laboratory and also toward the 

24 ·>urcth15e of sp~ci d1 scienti fie equi1.nu~nt therein; an1 

2~ WH~REASo ~ontana state university, th~ a~ricullural 
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..... x,>:-ri:"R .. •nt st:Jtion, and the cooperdtive ~Xt.Pnsion s.:::-rvice:: 

l have providej, throuohout the certification prograeo various 

3 ttchnical dSSistance, quidanceo scientific knowledge, and 

4 officP, l~boratory, and greenhouse space to the association. 

s THEPfFOR'• it is the policy of th~ legislature that the 

b associ ~t ion dn-1 u~ i vers i ty continue to worK toqether in 

1 joint cooperation to provide see~ potato certification 

R servi<:P.s to '~row<'rs that are designed to eradicate or 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

lb 

11 

18 

1 ., 

2(· 

2 l 

2'2 

2J 

14 

25 

control coamon potato diseases and disorders. 

~k IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURE OF THE STATE "lf MONTANA: 

NEW SECIIONa Section 1. Short title. [This act) may 

be c it.P.-' .•s t.hP •Montana Seed Potato Act•. 

~~llOU• Section 2. Purpose. It is the intent of 

the legislature of this ~tate to provioe for a •ethod of 

certlfyin~ ~ont~nd seed potatoes by a self-regulatinqo 

qu .• si-nublic d5Sociation of growers and to provide for the 

estJbl I sha~ent 3n<J enforce11ent of stand3r d qrades for ~ontana 

certified seed potatoes by the state depart•ent of 

.oqr i cul tur ~. lliothin'J contained in [this act] shall be 

construeo to l i~it nr regulate th~ ri;ht and freedo~ of any 

person to grow potatoes or seed potato stock in this state 

and to sello 1istributew trader or •arket his products. 

~~112HA ~ection 3. D~finit.ions. When use~ 

[this act}: 
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( 1) •Associ at i on• ..,ans the "ont ~n.~ D'ltato i l'p~ovemPnt 

associ.,otion• a nonprofit :Jrowers• Drqanization incorporat.,c: 

under the laws of this state. 

(2) •certified seed potatoes• or •certified ootato 

seed" DP.ans potato seed stock that has passed liaited field 

"'nrl 'lotora<Je inspections and has been ~oro"n In accordance 

with the certiflc.::~tion rules and requlations of "" official 

sePd potato certifylnq agency of this state or another. 

(J) •Oepart•ent• ~ans the de~"rteent of a9riculture 

as provided for in 2-15-JOOlo 

(It) •Person• .eans an Individual• fir•• partnership• 

corpcrationr co•pany. association. or separat~ business or 

legal entity. 

(51 •seed certification• •eans 

inspecting and certlfyin9 a5 to seed 

ori1in, source, acreaqe, <Jenerationo 

the process of 

variety. state of 

lisited field and 

stordge inspection r~sultso generdl ~orticultural practices, 

and other lieited factors set forth by an official seed 

certification agency. Certification does not •Pan stdndard 

qrade. 

{b) •seed potatoes• or •potato seed• •eans all 

varieties of potato tubers• steaso and other plant parts of 

the herb plant known as Solanu~ tuherosum l· whic~ are 

intend~d or u~•d for seed purpos•s• pl~ntinJt propa~•tion. 

or r~production. 
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(7) •s~ed potato certification funds• means all ~oney 

collect~d ny the association in the form of feeso 

~s~essmentst s~~vice charges. sales, interest e~rninqs, 

don,>tions, ·Jrantc. an<1 all other incoo1es resulT_ ins frorr. th., 

insp~ctiono certification, and i~prove~ent of ~ontana seed 

potatoes, ~hatev2r the source. 

~~tl. Section 4• S-cooe. A person who puts 

before the public any representation or description 

pertaining to seed potatoes in which the words •Montana 

stat? cert. if i ed•, "st.ate cer-'t if i 2d• • •Montane c~rt if i "':'-·~·., or 

•certified seed potatoes• are used is subject to [sections 4 

throuqh 10]• 

~ SECTION. Section 5. Certification. (1) The 

associ .<t i oo shall be the state • s sole aqent for the l>Ur·"Oose 

of potato seed certification and inspection. 

(2) The association shall establish procedures dO~ 

rul~s for the certification of see~ pota~oes. 

(3) Any >Pplicant who i~ a resident 0f the stat~ ~h. 

bP lccept~d for admission to th~ association provided hF 

co~plies with the procedures and ru1Ps provided for 

subsection (2). 

in 

(4) Th~ certification of s~ed rotatoes shall not irrply 

an expressed or i~pl ied warranty cr an i~pli~d warranty of 

ll-fl'rc.nantabi 1 i ~Y• fi tn!.~ss for o parti cul:3r pur~ose, or dO'/ 

~ssu~~nce th~t the seed is dis~as~-frce on the 9art cf the 

-4-
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stat~• the associ~tion9 or its agent; 0r employees. th~ association and its agent~ and ~mnloyees are consider<!d 

2 (S) 1-t>"le,, ' .. ,tific:ation is r<etuse1o th<! assccicltion l. ~ublic servants as defined in 45-2-101(51) and are subject 

3 sh~ll supply tn~ applicant for certification a d~tailed J t~ the provision~ of Title~~. chapter 7o oarts 1• 2o and~. 

4 .;;e:'loro;-lduo. 12XOldininq r..hy certificatioF) WdS not. granted. The ~ (2) Th~ a~sociation and its a9~nts and e~ployees ~ay 

ap.>l i cant "'"'Y than seek a writ of l!land,~mus in district <; not market, sell, or directly advertise Montana certified 

court. 6 seAJ ?Otatoe~ on behalf nf its members or any onP grower. 

tl~~~ Section 6. Certification ~o~ork on 1 ,.;othinq contained in this subsection prohibits the 

e self-supporting basis-- 'iscal provisions. (1) Sead potato B associ~tion or Mont1na state cooperative extension service 

9 certification work shall be on a self-supporting basis and 9 fro• carrying out educational pro~rams related to Montana 

10 not for financial profit. lfl certified soed potatoes. 

ll (2) Seed ;:>otato certification funds shall be 11 NEW s;CTIQN. Section 8. Cooperation ~o~ith state 

12 considered private funds. The board of dirPctors of th~ 12 agencies. Montana state university. the Montana agricultural 

1.> nssoci Jtion shall have supervision and control of all 13 ex;:>erl•ent station, and the cooperative extension service 

14 .:.-.:rt. if i c:'llt ion funds collec~aj and shall insure strict 1~ shall cooperate ~o~ith the association to provide 

1r- financial accountability of all =oney received and spent by 15 certification senti ceso field Inspections, disease 

16 th• association dOd shall provi1e for an ~nnual independent lf> Jiagnosiso qreenhouse inde~tinqo education or extension 

17 ~udit of all ,ccounts and prop~rty of the association. 11 pr-o~rc~~•s• office or laboratory sp~ce, or any other 

ll (3) ~11 equipment, vehicles. and scientific mdt~rials 1!3 activities authorized by (this act]. 

l'J ~urc~~sed with seed potato certification funds shall b~ 19 NEW SECTION. Section 9. lic~n~ioq and reqistration of 

2"l consider~d property of th~ association and under the control 20 Se>'c<1 potato so>ll '.>rs or deal <>rs. { 1) 'lo person .-.ay carry on 

21 3f th~ board of directors. 21 tho business of a seller or dealer of seej ootatoes In this 

22 NEW SECTIO~. Section 7. Liabiliti~s of the 22 stat~ without fir~t: 

23 cssociation. Ill The association and its agents and 23 (a) possessing a valid federal license pursuant to the 

24 ·~ployeqs shall b~ civilly and crimin!lly liable for dll 24 •Jrovision:> of the P"rishatl<> Ar.tricultural Commodities Acto 

25 viol~tions of [this act]• For the purposes of prosecution, 2~ 1930 {7 u.s.c. 49¥1• a~ am.,nd~d; 
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(bJ registering ~ith the depart~nt as a licensee in 

nood standino under thE' P<!rish'lbl<> Ac;ricultural Co.,.moditi<'s 

'-ct; and 

jc) filinq a copy of the lic~nse application and 

Unl ted States departMent of '"' icul tur•- stoteeent of 

approval with the departaent at th~ tim~ of registration. 

{2) The seller or dealer must nutify the depart•ent of 

any change in th~ status of his license. 

(3) This section does not Jpply to ' pr>rson who buys 

or sells potat~s he has qrown hi~s~lf in the reguldr course 

of ~is business. 

NEW SECIJON. Section 10. Enforce~ent. The association 

aay seek rallef in district court ,r;.1inst: 

(1J any unauthorized use of the teres 

certified•, •state certified•, •"'ont,3na 

•"'ont.ma state 

certified•, or 

•certified seed potatoes•; 

(2) any person sellinq potatot>s as certifi~d seed 

potatoes that have not b~~n inspected dnd certified by a 

certifying agent of any state; 

(3J the unauthorized issuance, dl t,~r at ion. or 

destruction of a certificotee 

or record. 

inspection rg~or~. taa, lab@lo 

NEt! HCTION. Section 11. Iaported se~d ?Ctatoes 

inspection, li•it;>tions -- penalti.::s. (1) To control 

pr<'v<>nt the spread of highly cont 1':jious oi seast>s a .. ong 
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potato stock-

(a) seed potatoes •ay not be importe~ into this stdte 

fur any comnerci~l or agricultural purpose unl~ss such seed 

potdtocs are: 

Cil the ~quivalent of the United Sti'!tes No. 1 seed 

potdto grade in Montana; 

{ii) inspected at the ~ontana receiving point by a 

feder~l or st3te-federal standar~ grade inspector; 

(iii) shipp~d in a clean, disinfected container; and 

(iv) accvmpanled ~y a Uniteo St~tns departm~nt cf 

agriculture or state of origin certificate of inspection 

describing the seed varietyo classo standard grade, quality 

or condition, and seed source and have affixed to oach 

cont1inero In a conspicuous placeo an 

pot~o certification tag or label; 

official stat<O se.ed 

{o) no potatoes, equiD~ent, or c0ntaincr known tc bP 

diseas~d or cont3~inated with bacterial rin~ rot. n~matode, 

or tuner moth ~ay be ~rouoht in tu t~is st~te. 

(ZI The provisions of this section de not apcly to 

Montana state university or thE associ~tion for research 

educdtional uses. 

or 

(3) Any p~rson violating any provision of this s~ction 

is '!Uilty of a misdemeanor 

nunish~rl as provided by law. The 

this se-ction. 

-6-
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~~J~ Section 12. Standard nrades for Hontana 

7~ c~r~ified seed potatons. (1) The sta~dard qradas for ~ont~na 

c~rt if i ;?d se<>d 'JOtcJt->es shall ~e e1ui valent to or bcttcer in 

-'• ,, 11 rasnects thdn the latest standards ostahlished hy the 

<; ~nit~d States secretary ~f agriculture for a respective 

b ,jf .1de of s~~rt potatoes, and thus confor~in~. shall be 

{ •cce~tad Js thR lcqal standard~ for the state. If no United 

~ StaEPS standards are established for a particular grade of 

se"d p0tatoes, then the state may establish its own grade 

liJ pursuant to subsection (2\• 

11 (2) Tne de~artmentt in joint concur rene<> with th<> 

12 -'"'ont nna potato Improvement association. may est<lblisn 

13 stan<nrd seed potato grades and taq colors for l'lontana 

14 certified seed potatoes. 

l 'o PI A person may not ship or deliver Montana certified 

li> s;::a~d potato~s in interstate or intrastate com•ercE unless 

l1 such s~ed pot~toes: 

lc) 1 a) meet the r<'qu i rP.IIIents of the <Jrade dec 1 ared; 

lQ ( b} ?.re inspected 'It the tiuoe .1nd point of shlppino by 

20 ci~h~r 3 federal or federal-state grade inspector or an 

d ~·t1uiv~.1·1nt repr~s~ntative of th~ dssoci2tion; 

22 (C) are shipped in a cledno disinfected container; and 

23 (d) are acco•panied with a United States depart~Pnt of 

24 ,-riculturc or ~~ntana certificat~ of inspection describing 

25 the seed vari~ty. class, standard 9rade• quality or 
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conc1itian, and seed source, and have affixed to each 

contdiner, in a conspicuous place, an official ~ontana seed 

potcc,to cert if i <:<It ion ta',1• 

(41 This s~ction shall be Pnfcrced by thP deoartment 

pursuant to sections 80-3-108 through so-3-111· 

S<><:tion 13. Section 80-3-601, ~CA, is a•E:nded to read: 

•so-3-601. Oefinitions. Unless the context reouires 

otherwise. in this part the following definitions apply: 

(1) ·~aler at wholesale• .eans a oerson who buys to 

sell at wholeso•le or contracts to buy to sell at wholesale 

or who handles at wholesale on account of or as a~ent for 

anothcr. 

(2) •P£rson• means an individual, group of personso 

exch~nqe. firm• p4rtnership, corporation. or association. 

{3) •ProducP• means the natural products of the f3r~ 

and inclu1es hut ls not li•ited ~o natural products of the 

orchard, vineyard, Jarden, and apiary, raw and •anufactured 

l<>l(c.,pt grains• dairy productso livestockw poultry, and 

poultry products), when handled for the ?ur~ose of resale. 

~La-does ngt joclydt seed gotatges.• 

Section l'to Section BD-5-201• ~CAt is am~nded to read: 

-so-~-201. Orfinitions. ~hen used in tnis part. the 

following definitions apply: 

( l) 11 A-~r i cultural seed- •eans the se~ds of grass. 

fora~r 9 cereal. and fiber crops and any other kinds of seeds 

-10-
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co .. only recoqnized within this state as agricultural s<>eds 

and includes lawn seeds and •ixtur~5 of se~ds~~~-na1 

~ude seed pot~tces. 

(2) "Bin-run seed sales fro~ 

far~er• 01eans buyer bewar~. 

one f'lr!ller to anoth,.r 

(3) ·~ontana certified seeo grover• ~·ans ~ ~e·~~r of 

an authorized ~ontana seed certifying a'H'"'CY who has 

consented to produce seed under th~ rules for c,.rtified 

-.lass,.s of seed, with respect to the •~intenanc,. of ;enetic 

pu;ity an~ variety identity, set forth by the certifying 

agency. 

(4) •Person• .eans any Individual, flr•r p3rtn~rshipo 

corporat iono or ·"lssociation. 

( 5) "Public a ;r i cultural seed ~~~~tdr 2~•oose• !11-Ptl!'l5-

warehouse or structure In which aqrlcuttural s~ed 

r<•ccived froc th,. public for stora'eo asse•t-1 i n<:;o 

cleaning. 

<>ny 

Is 

or 

(b) •scr<>eninq• ... ans chaff • ~ter il" floret so ie .. atun' 

seedo weed seedr inert •atter, ~nd any other Olat~rials 

re111oved froc seed oy any kind of cle<>nin<; or proc<:ssin'1. 

!71 •seed buyer• aeans any por~on ~nqaged in the 

business of buyinq agricultural SPPd for s~i?mPnto cleaninq, 

processing, ?r rc~~lr and who aoe~ not o~n• control, or 

oo,pr;;;te ·' ;>uhl i c agr i cultural 

individual e~oloyed by a ~eed ~uy~r 

-11-
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(") "~)~~'.! J'6.!l~ r" ~cans ;ny ~~rsQn w~o off3r• tor 

:;_:d :-:-, ,~-11s. or .... ..,.rt.ars d;~riculturdl s-e-12:1"!'". to th·.: ulti""f''.-ltt 

con~umer. 

{9) "S.e£·<1 1 abeler" m"ans any person i'lffix in'i labo>l s to 

,.,, r i cul t.ur..:tl SBf!~S with his name and address 1 i5t~~ ~s 

roquirnd in ao-5-102 ~n~n such seed is distributed 

Mont .fin.:.:?• 

(10) "S<'eJ process in'] pl ant~• me.ans 

businPss thdt repack~ges. cleansy bl?nds. 

oth~rvise manipulates agricultural seeds. 

c..ny p1dc~ 

tro1.t.s., 

in 

of 

cr 

( 11) •seed war,.houseman" aoeans any person owninq. 

controllinqo or oper3t.in~ a oublic 

wdrehouse.• 

agricultural seed 

S.ection 15. Codification. (l) S.ections 1 through 10 

arc intended t? b0 codified as an inte~ral part of Titl~ 80, 

chapt~r ~. ?.nd the provisions contdin~~ i~ Tit1~ JOo cha9ter 

s, apply to sections 1 through 10. 

(2) S.qction 11 is intended to be codified as an 

i nte.,ra1 part of Title 80, chapter 7, ~nd the provisi?ns 

contained in Title so, chapter 7o apply to section 11. 

(J) Section 12 is intended to be codifi<>d ~s an 

i nt.,;· ,r al part of Titl~ 80, cha~tcr 3• and th~ provisions 

COOldin~d in Title JOo chapter 3o arply to section 12. 

s~~tion lt~. S2verahility. If a p~rt of this ~ct 

-12-
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inv~lid• all V3l tJ parts that are sever~bl~ from thd invalid 

2 pzrt remain in effect. If ~part of this ~c~ i~ invalid in 

3 on~ 0r ~ore of it~ applications. the p~rt ra~~ins in ~ffect 

4 in all val iu applications that ~r~ sev~r~ble froc the 

~ invalid applications. 

" 'Secti•J-n 17. Eff~ctiv~ d~t~. This ~ct is effective on 

rass ~, f-2 and .")pprova 1. 

-!'nd-
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~cW BILL NO. S..t:~£ 
,.l'!oww_, ~,Z INTROOUCEO 

A Bill fOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT PROVIDING FOR SEED 

POTATO CERTIFICATION; GENERALLY REVISING THE L.W RELATING TO 

SEtO POTATOES; AMENDING SECTIONS BG-3-6~1 AND 80-5-201• MeA; 

AN~ ?ROVI~ING AN !~MEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

WHEREAS, an association of Montana seed potato growers 

and Kontana state university have jointly participated in 

the certification. Inspection, and l•prove•ent of potato 

seed in this state since 1922; and 

WHEREAS, the Montana potato iaproveeent association• a 

nonprofit organization of seed gro•erso has been the 

official a9ent of the state• through Montana state 

universitY• pursuant to Chapter llo la•s of l95lo as 

amended, since 1952; and 

WHEREAS, the association, through its ~emberso has done 

such seed potato certification work on a self-supporting 

basis and without direct state financial support; and 

IIHE:l.EAS, the association has contributed to the 

construction cost of the Montana state university q~eenhouse 

addition and potato virus laboratory and also toward the 

~urchase of special scientific equlp•ent the~ein; and 

WHEREAS• ~ontana state university, the agricultural 
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exp~ri•ent station, and the cooperative extension service 

have provide~ throughout the certification progra•• various 

technical assistance, guidance, scientific knowledge, and 

office, laboratory, and greenhouse space to the association. 

THEREFORE, it is the policy of the legislature that the 

association and university continue to work together in 

joint cooperation to provide seed potato certification 

services to gr•nters that are designed to eradicate or 

control co•mon potato diseases and disorders. 

Bt IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

MEV SECTION. Section le Short title. [This act] •ay 

be cited as the •Montana Seed Potau Act•• 

H~W SECTION• Section z. Purpose. It is the intent of 

the legislature of this state to provide for a aethod of 

certifying Montana seed potatoes by a self-regulating, 

quasi-public association of growers and to provide for the 

establlshaent and enforceeent of standard q~ades for ~ontana 

ce~tifled seed potatoes by the state departaent of 

aq~icultur'• Nothin~ contained In {this act] shall be 

construed to ll•it or regulate the ri~ht and freedos of any 

person to qro• potatoes or seed potato stock In this state 

and to seJl. distribute. trade• or •arket his products. 

NEW SeCTION. Section 3. Definitions. When use~ in 

[this act]: 
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(1) •Association• .. ans the Mont"na potato i~rov-nt 

association, a nonprofit growers• organization incorporated 

under the !aws of this state. 

(2) ·~~rtifled seed potatoes• or •certified potato 

seed• ~ans potato seed stock that has passed lieited field 

and storage Inspections and has been grown In accordance 

with the certification rules and regulations of an official 

seed potato certifying agency of this state or another. 

(3) •Depart .. nt• .. ans the dep3rtaent of agriculture 

as provided for in Z-lS-3001. 

{It) •Person• .. ans en Individual, fire, partnershiP• 

corpor,'Jti-• COIIPany, association• or separate business or 

legal entity. 

(S) •Seed certification• aeans the process of 

Inspecting and certifying as to seed variety. state of 

origin• source, acreage, generation, lieited field and 

storage Inspection results, general horticultural practiceso 

and other liaited factors set forth by an official seed 

certification agency. 'ertlflcation does not eean standard 

qrade. 

(6) •Seed potatoes• or •potato se~d· eeans a11 

varieties of potato tubers, steas, and other plant parts of 

the herb pl~nt known as Solanue tuberosue L• which are 

intended or used for seed purposeso planting, propagation• 

or reproductoon. 
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(7) •Seed potato certification funds• ~ans all money 

collected by t~e association in the for~ of feeso 

assess.ents, service charges. saleso interest earnings. 

donations• grants. -nd alt other incomes resulting fro~ the 

inspection• certification, and ieproveaent of Montana seed 

potatoes. whatever the source. 

HEM st;tTION. 

before the public 

Section lee Scope. A 

any representation 

person who puts 

or description 

pertaining to seed potatoes in which the words "~ontana 

state certified•• •state certified•, •Montana certified•, or 

•certified seed potatoes• are used is subject to [sections 4 

through 10)• 

NEM SECTIQHa Section s. Certification. [1) The 

association shall be the state•s sole agent for the purpose 

of potato seed certification and Inspection. 

(2) The association shall establish procedures and 

rules for the certification of seed potatoes. 

[3) Any applicant who is a resident of the state shall 

be accepted for adelssion to the association provided he 

coeplies with the procedures and rules provided for in 

subsection (2). 

(It) T~e certification of seed potatoes shall not iaply 

an expressed or implied warranty or an implied warranty of 

.erchantabilityo fitness for a particular purposeo ur any 

assurance t~at the seed is disease-free on the part of the 
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state• the association. or its agents or eeployees. 

(5} When certiYtcation Is refused. the association 

shall supply th~ applicant for certification a detailed 

~emorandu~ explaining why certification was not granted. The 

applicant may then seek a writ of aanda.us In district 

court. 

NEW SECTIQN. Section bt Certification work on 

self-supporting basis -- fiscal provisions. (1) Seed potato 

certification work shall be on a self-supporting basis and 

not for financial profit. 

(2) Seed potato certification funds shall be 

considered private funds. The board of directors of the 

association shall have supervision and control of all 

certification funds collected and shall insure strict 

financial accountability of all aoney received and spent by 

tha association and shall provide for an annual independent 

audit of all accounts and property of the association. 

(3) All equipaent• vehicles. and scientific •aterlals 

purchased with seed potato certification funds shall be 

considered property of the association and under the control 

of the board of directors. 

NEW SECIION. 

association. (1) 

Section 1. Liabilities 

The assoclcrtion and 

of 

Its agents 

the 

and 

employees shall be civilly and criainally liable for all 

violations of [this act]• For the purposes of prosecution• 
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the association and its agents and .. ployees are considered 

public servants as defined in lt5-Z-101(51) and are subject 

to the provisions of Title ItS• chapter 7, parts l• z. and ~o. 

(Z) The association and its agents and e•ployees aay 

not •arket• sell• or directly advertise Montana certified 

see~ potatoes on behalf of Its ae•bers or any one grower. 

Nothlnq contained in this subsection prohibits the 

association or Montana state cooperative extension service 

fra. carrying out educational proqra•s related to Montana 

certified seed potatoes. 

NEM SECIIQNe Section Be Cooperation with state 

agencies. Kontana state university• the Mont~a agricultural 

-pert -nt autl orh and 

shall cooperate with 

the cooperatiwe extension service 

the associ aU on to provide 

certification services. field inspections• disease 

dii1911osis• greenhouse Indexing, education or extension 

pro~raas. office or laboratory space, or any other 

activities authorized by (this act]• 

NEW SEtTJQN. Section 9. Llcensinq and registration of 

seed potato sellers or dealers. (1) No person •ay carry on 

the business of a seller or dealer of seed ootatoes In this 

state without first: 

(a) possessing a valid federal license pursuant to the 

orovisions of the Perishable Agricultural Coamodities Act, 

1930 (7 u.s.t. 4yql• as aaended: 

5856'1 
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(b) registering with the depart .. nt as a licensee in 

good standing under the Perishable Agricultural Coe.adlties 

Act; and 

{c) filing a copy of the llcen~e application and 

Unlted States depart .. nt of a9riculture stateeent of 

approval with the depart .. nt at the tiee of regi~tration. 

(2) The setler or dealer eust notify the depart•ent of 

any chaage in the stftus of his license. 

C3) This sec:Uon does not apply to a person who buys 

or sells potatoes he has grOwn hleself in the regular course 

of hl.t business. 

lfM SE,IJQI. Section 10. Enforceeent. The association 

aay seek relief In district court agalnstl 

(1) .ny unauthorized use of ~he teres •Montana state 

certlf'led"• •state certified•• •Montana certified•• or 

•certified seed potatoes•; 

(2) any person selling potatoes as certified seed 

potatoes that have not been Inspected and certified by a 

certifying agent of any state; 

(3) the unauthorized issuanceo alteration• or 

destruction of' a certificate. inspection reporto tago labelo 

or record. 

NEW SELTIOM. s~tion 11. Ieported seed potatoes 

inspection. lleltatlons -- penalties. Cl) To control and 

prevent the spread of highly contagious diseases a•ong seed 
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potato stock: 

(aJ seed potatoes •ay not be i•ported into this state 

for any coeeercial or agricultural purpose unless such seed 

potatoes are: 

(i) the equivalent of' the United States Nos 1 seed 

potato grade In Montana; 

(II) Inspected at the Montana receiving point by a 

federal or state-federal standard grade inspector; 

(iii) shipped in a clean• disinfected container; and 

(iv) acco•panled by a United States department of 

agriculture or state of origin certificate of inspection 

describing the seed variety. class. standard grade. quality 

or condition• and seed source and have affixed to each 

container• in a conspicuous placeo an official state seed 

pot~o certification tag or label; 

(b) no potatoes. equipeento or container known to be 

diseased or conta•inated with bacterial ring roto nematodeo 

or tuber aoth eay be brought in to this state. 

(2) The provisions of this section do not apply to 

Montana state university or the association for research or 

educational uses. 

(3) Any person violating any provision of this section 

is guilty of a •Jsdeeeanor and upon conviction shall be 

punished as provided by law. The department shall enforce 

this section. 
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N~W SECTION. Section 12. Standard qrades for Montana 

certified seed potatoes. Cl) The standard qrades for Montana 

certified ~eed potatoes shall be equivalent to or batter in 

all respects than the latest standards established by the 

~nited States secretary of agriculture for a respective 

grade of sead potatoeso and thus conforming, shall be 

3ccepted as the legal standards for the state. If no United 

States standards are established for a particular grade of 

se8d potatoes, then the state •ay establish its own grade 

pursuant to subsection (2)• 

{2) The depart•ento in joint concurrence with the 

Montana potato taprove~ent association, ••Y establish 

standard seed potato grades and tag colors for Montana 

certified seed potatoes. 

(3) A person •ay not ship or deliver Montana certified 

seed potatoes in interstate or intrastate co ... rce unless 

such seed potatoes: 

ta) eeet the require.ents of the grade declared; 

(b) are inspected at the time and point of shipping by 

ei~her a federal or federal-state grade inspector or an 

equivalent representative of the association; 

(c) are shipped in a cleano disinfected container; and 

(d) are accoapanied with a United States departaent of 

agriculture or "ontana certificate of inspection describing 

the seed variety• classo standard gradeo quality or 
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condltiono and seed source, and have affixed to each 

containero ln·a conspicuous place, an official Montana seed 

potato certification tag. 

("t This section shall be enforced by the departwent 

pursuant to sections BG-3-108 through so-3-111· 

Section 13. Section Bo-3-601o Kc:Ao is a•ended to read: 

•so-3-601. Definitions. unless the context reQUires 

otherwise, In this part the following definitions apply: 

(1) •Dealer at wholesale• .. ans a person who buys to 

sell at whol .. ale or contracts to buy to sell <n: wholesale 

or who handles at wholesale on account of or as agent for 

another. 

(Z} •Person• .. ans llfl Individual, group of persons. 

exchange, fir•• partnershlpo corporation• or association. 

(3) •Produce• aeans the natural products of the far• 

and includes but Is not liaited to natural products of the 

orchard, vineyard, garden• and apiaryo raw and aanufactured 

texcept qralnso dairy productso livestock, poultry, and 

poultry products)• when handled for the ~urpose of resale. 

Jbe terw does not include seed potatoes.• 

Section 1"· Section 8G-5-20lo MCAo is a~nded to read: 

•so-5-201. Definitions. ~hen used In this part, the 

following definitions apply: 

(1) •A~ricultural seed• aeans the seeds of grass, 

forage, cerealo and fiber crops and any other kinds of seeds 

.. 
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co .. only recognized within this state as agricultural seeds 

and includes laMn seeds and •ixtures ot se~js.a_buf. dot!$ wu, 

include 1eed po~. 

(2) •ain-run seed sales fro• one f~r~~r to ~nether 

faraer• aeans buyer bewara. 

(3) ·~ontana certified seed gro~r• m~ans d ~e•~er of 

an authorized Montana seed certifying agency who has 

consented to produce seed under the rules for certified 

classes of seed, Mith respect to the •aintenance of •Jenetic 

purity and variety Identity, set forth by the certifying 

agency. 

C·\J •Person• aeans any individuaJo fir•• partn,.rshlpo 

corporation. or association. 

(51 •Public aJricultural seed Marehouse• •eans any 

warehouse or structure In which agricultural seed Is 

received fro• the public for stora1e• asse•blingo or 

cleaning. 

(6) •screening• •eans chaff, sterile florets, i .. ature 

S9ed• weed seed, inert .. ttero and any other •aterials 

reeoved fro• seed by any kind of cledninq or processin~-

(7) •seed buyer• means any person enqaged in the 

business of buying agricultural seed for ship•ent• cleaning, 

process.in9, or resale and who does not o ... n. cont~ol, or 

operate a ?ablic agricultural seed warehous~. Any 

individual eaoloyed by a seed buyer is not included in this 

-11-
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ter;n. 

(bJ •seed deal,r• means any pers~n who off2rs for 

SJl~o ~ells, or ~~r~ers agricultural seeds to thn ultim~te 

C.Oil::.OUf'..!Pr e 

(9) •seed labeler• means any person ~ffixing la~Pls to 

ayricultural seeds with his name and address list~ct as 

requirad in ao-5-102 when such seed is distributed in 

Mont an~. 

(10) "SPed processing plant• means any pldcc- of 

business that repackages, cleans, blends. treats. or 

otherwise aanlpulates agricultural seeds. 

(11) •seed warehouseman• eeans any person owningo 

controlling, or operating a public agricultural seed 

warehouse.• 

Section 15. 'odlfication. (1) Sections 1 through 10 

are intended to be codified as an integral part of Title BOo 

chapter s, and the provisions contained in Title so. cha?ter 

s, apply to sections 1 through 10. 

(ZJ Section 11 is Intended to be codified as an 

lnte1ral part of Title so, chapter 7o and the provisions 

contained in Title so. chapter 1. apply to section 11· 

(3t Section 12 Is intended to be codified ~s an 

inte~ral part nf Title eo, chapter 3o and the provisions 

contained in Title so. chapter 3o apply to section 12. 

Sa~tion lb. Sev£rabllity. If a part of this act is 
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1 inv~lido all valid parts that are severabl~ from thd invalid 

2 part remain in effect. If a part of this act Is invalid in 

3 onp or ~ore of its applications. the part ra•ains In Pffect 

4 in all valid applications that ~re severable froa the 

~ invalid applications. 

6 Section 17. Effective date. This act is effective on 

7 pass i"l·~'2 and ;)pproval. 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 509 

INTRODUCED BY CONOYERo BOYLAN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLEDt •AN ACT PROVIDING FOR $EEO 

POTATO CERTIFICATION; GENERALLY REVISING THE LAW RELATI~ TO 

~EED POTATOES; AMENDING SECTIONS 80-3-601 AND 80-5-20lo HCA; 

ANO PROVIDING AN JHHEOJATE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

WHEREAS, an association of Montana seed potato gro~ers 

and Montana state university have jointly participated in 

the certification• inspection, and l~rove.ant of potato 

seed in this state since 1922; and 

WHEREASo the Montana potato i•prove•ent association, a 

nonprofit or9anization of seed groverso has been the 

official agent of the state, through Montana state 

universityo pursuant to Chapter llo laws of t951o as 

amended• since 1952; and 

WHEREAS, the association, through its ...Oerso has done 

such seed potato certification work on a self-supporting 

basis and without direct state financial support; and 

WHEREASo the association has contributed to t~ 

construction cost of the Montana state university greenhouse 

addition and potato virus laboratory and also tovard the 

purchase of special scientific equip•ent therein; and 

WHEREAS, Montana state university, the agricultural 
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experiaent station, and the cooperative extension service 

have provided• throughout the certification proqra•• various 

technical assistance, guidance, $Cientific knowledgeo and 

office, laboratory, and greenhouse space to the association. 

THEREFOREo it Is the policy of the JegisJature that the 

association and university continu~ to work together in 

joint cooperation to provide seed potato certification 

services to growers that are de$igned to eradicate or 

control co .. on potato diseases and disorders. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE L~GISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

~EN SECTJQN. Section 1. Short title. [This act) aay 

be cited as the •Montana Seed Potato Act•. 

~SECTION. Section z. Purpose. It is the intent of 

the leqislature of this state to provide for • •ethod of 

certifying Montana seed potatoes by a self-regulating, 

quasi-public association of growers and to provide for th" 

establishaent and enforceaent of standard grades for Montana 

certified seed potatoes by the state depart•ent of 

a9ricultura. Nothing contained in [this act] shall be 

construed to limit or regulate the right and freedo~ of any 

person to grow potatoes or seed potato stock in this state 

and to sello distribute, trade, or Darket his products. 

~~-i~l~«a Section 3. Definitions. When used in 

[ thi:; act): 

-2-
S~COND PRINTING ,. 

T H I R D R E A D I N G 
6 509 



1 

l 

1 

~ 

'S 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

lZ 

ll 

l't 

l'S 

16 

17 

18 

19 

zo 

Zl 

ll 

Z3 

l4 

Z'S 

SB 0509/0Z 

C U •associ at ion• -ans the Montana potato I ll!)rO¥-At 

as~ociation, a nonprofit 9rowers• orqJnizJtion incorporated 

under the laws of this state. 

(Zt •certified si!ed potato.,s• or "c.,rti fied potato 

5 .. d• .. ans ~ato seed stock that has passed li•ited field 

and storage in10pections and ha5o been •Jro .. n in accordancil 

with the certification rules and requl~t.ions of an official 

seed potato certifying agency of this state or ~nother. 

(3) •Oepart:-nt• .. ans the depart-nt. of agTiculture 

as pruvided for in Z-15-3001. 

t•) •Person• .. ans an individual. fir•• partnership• 

corporation, co8pany, association, or separate business or 

le9al entity. 

(S) •Seed certification• ~ans the process of 

inspectinCJ and certifylnCJ as to se<:~d variety• state of 

oriqino source, acr<:~ageo generation. li~ited field and 

storage inspection results. 9eneral horticultural practiceso 

and other li•ited factors set forth by an official seed 

certification agency. Certificdtion does not .ean standard 

grade. 

(6) •Seed potatoes• or •potato s.-d• --s all 

varieties of potato tuberso stecso and other pld~t part~ of 

the herb plant known as Solanu• tuberosu• L. which are 

intended or used for seed purposes, plantiRCJt propagation• 

or reproduction. 
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(1) "S~ed potato certification funds" means all ~oncy 

collected by the association in the form of fees, 

as~ess~cntst ~ervi~o charges, saleso interest earningso 

donations. grantso and all other lnca.es resulting from the 

inspection, certification, and i•prove .. nt of Montana 5oeed 

potatoes. whatever the source. 

HEW-SECTIQNe Section ~t. Scope. A person who puts 

before the public any representation or description 

pertaining to seed potatoes in which the words •Montana 

state certified•• •state certified•, •Montana certified"• or 

•certified seed potatoes• are used is subject to {sections 4 

through 10}• 

S~-S£tllDKa Section 5. Certification. Ill The 

association shall be the state•s sole agent for the purpose 

of potato seed certification and inspi!Ction. 

(ZI The association shall est~blish procedures ~nd 

rules for the certification of seed potatoes. 

(1) Any applicant who is a resident of the state shall 

be accepted for aO.ission to the association provided he 

co.plies with the procedures and rules provided for in 

s~bsection (Z). 

tltt--fhe-cer~+f+co~+on-of-seed-po~e~oes-s"ft++-ftot-+~p+y 

en--e•pressed--er-+Mp++ed-we~r&ftty-or-an-+mp++ed-werrenty-of 

.. rehente~+•+~y.-~~ss-~or-e-per~+eo+ar--p~rpose•--or--eny 

assarenee--~et--~"e-seed-+s-d+seese-free-on-t"e-per~-of-t"e 
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s~a~eT-~fte-associa~+onT-ar-+~s-e~en~s-or-eap~oye~w 

t5t~ When certification Is refusedt the association 

shall supply the applicant for certification a detailed 

memorandu• explaining Nhy certification Nas not granted. The 

applicant aay then seek a Nrit of .andaaus in district 

court. 

~~-S~(IlDHa Section 6. Certific~tion work on 

self-supporting basis -- fiscal provisions. (1) Seed potato 

certification work shall be on a self-supportinq basis and 

not for financial profit. 

(2) Seed potato certification funds shall be 

considered private funds. The board of directors of the 

as~ociation shall have supervision and control of all 

certification funds collected and shall insure strict 

financial accountability of all .oney received and spent by 

the association and shall provide for an annual independent 

audit of all accounts and property of the association. 

(3• All equip88Att vehicles• and scientific aaterials 

purcnased Nith seed potato certification funds shall be 

considered property of the association and under the control 

of the board of directors. 

H~IlO~ Section To liabilities of the 

association• (1) The association and its aqents and 

employees shall be civilly and cri•inally liable for all 

violations of [this act]• For the purposes of prosecution. 
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the association and its agents and e•ployees ar~ considered 

public servants as defined in 45-2-101{5lt and are subject 

to the provisions of Title -.s, chapter 7o parts lo 2o and •• 

t2J The association and its aqents and eaployees aay 

not •arketo sello or directly advertise Kontana certified 

seed potatoes on behalf of its .. ~ers or any one grower. 

Nothing cont.Jined in this subsection prohibits the 

associdtion or Montana state cooperative extension service 

froa carrying out educational prograas related to Montan4 

certified seed potatoes. 

H~ $E,IlQM& Section 8. Cooperation with state 

agencies. Montana state university, the Montana agricultural 

experi•ent station. and the cooperative extension service 

shall cooperate with the assoclatlcn to provide 

certification services, field inspections• disease 

diaqnosiso greenhouse indexlnqo education or extension 

progra•so office or laboratory space, or any other 

activities authorized by [this act}• 

~EM-SE~IlOH& Section 9. licensinq and registration of 

seed potato sellers or dealers. {11 ~o person •ay carry on 

the business of a seller or deal~r of seed potatoes in this 

state Nlthout first: 

(a) possessing a valid federal license pursuant to the 

provisions of the Perishable Agricultural Co••odities Acto 

1930 17 u.s.c. 499), as aMended; 
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(b) ~egistering with the depart~nt as a licensee in 

~ood standing under the Perishabl~ Agricultural CoMmodities 

Act; and 

(c) filing a copy of the lic~nse application an~ 

United States depa~taent of agriculture state .. nt o* 
app~oval with the depart-nt at the t ;,..e of regis.tratian. 

(ZJ The seller or d~aler ~st notify the departaent of 

any change in the status of his license. 

(3) This section does not apply to a person who buys 

o~ sells potatoes he has grown hl•self In the regula~ course 

of his business. 

lEW S£CTIQN. Section 10. Enforce~nt. The association 

.ay seek ~alief in d1strict court aqainst: 

(lJ any unauthorized use of ·the ter•s 

certified•• •state certified"• •Montana 

•certified seed potatoes•; 

""ontana state 

certified•• o~ 

(2) any person selling potatoes as certified seed 

potatoes that have not been inspected and ce~tified by a 

ce~tifylng agent of any state; 

(3) the unauthorized issuance, alteration. or 

destruction of a certificate• inspection report. taqo label, 

or record• 

~EM SECila~ Section 11. l~ported seed potatoes 

inspection, lieitations -- penalties. 11) To control and 

prevent the spread of highly contaqious diseases aeong seed 
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votato stock: 

(a) seed potatoes .ay not be iMported into this state 

for ~ny co•sercial or agricultural purpose unless such seed 

potatoes are: 

(i) the equivalent of the United States No. 

potato qrade in Montana; 

seed 

Iii) inspected at the Montana receivinq point by a 

federal or state-federal standard grade inspector; 

Ciiit shipped in a clean• disinfected container; and 

(iv) accoepanied by a United States department of 

aqriculture or state of o~igin certificate of inspection 

describing the seed va~ietyo class. standard gradet quality 

or condition. and seed source and have affixed to each 

container, In a conspicuous place, an official 

potato certification tag or labe~; 

state seed 

(b) no potatoes, equipment, or contai~er kno~n to bo 

diseased or contaminated with bacterial ring rott nematode, 

or tube~ aoth eay be brought in to this state. 

(2) The provisions of this section do not apply to 

Montana state university or the association for research or 

educational uses. 

(3) Any person violating any provision of this section 

is guilty of a eisde .. anor and upon conviction shall be 

punished as provided by law. The departaent shall enforce 

this section. 

-a- SB S09 

• ' ~ 
~ • ., il< ., 

""' • ~ 

~-



2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

... ,.. ~ 
~ • 

SB 0509/02 

~~_i~s Section 12. Standard grades for ~ontan~ 

certified seed potdtoes. (1) The standard grades for Montana 

certified seed potatoes shall be equivalent to or better in 

all respects than the latest standards established by the 

United States secretary of 

grade of seed potatoes. 

agriculture for a 

and thus conforaing. 

respective 

shall be 

accepted as the legal standards for the state. lf no United 

States standards are established for a particular qradP. of 

seed potatoes. then the state aay establish its own grade 

pursuant to subsection (2)• 

12) The depart.ant• in joint concurrence with the 

Montana potato illlprove-nt 

standard seed potato grades 

certified seed potatoes. 

association, aay establish 

and tag colors for Montana 

(3) A person aay not ship or deliver Montana certified 

seed potatoes in interstate or intrastate coa.erce unless 

such seed potatoes: 

(a) •eat the require .. nts of the grade declared; 

(bt are inspected at the time and point of shipping by 

either a federal or federal-state qrade inspector or an 

equivalent representative of the association; 

(c) are shipped in a clean, disinfected container; and 

(d) are acco111panled with a United States depart .. nt of 

agriculture or Montana certificate of inspection describing 

the seed variety• class. standard grade• qual it.y or 
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condition. and seed source. and have affixed to each 

container, In a conspicuous place. an official "ontana seed 

potato certification tag. 

(It) This section shaH be enforced bf the depart .. nt 

pursuant to sections 8!r3-10a ~brough •~3-111. 

Section 13. Section 80-3-601. HCA• Is aaended to read: 

•ao-J-6J1. Definitions. Unless the context requires 

othP.rwiseo in this part the following definitions apply: 

(1) •Dealer at wholesale• aeans a person who buys to 

sell at wholesale or contracts to buy to sell at wholesale 

or who handles at wholesale on accOunt of or as agent for 

another. 

12) •Person• .. ans an indlvtdual, 9roup of persons. 

exchange. fir•• partnership, corporation, or association. 

{3) •Produce• .. ans the natural products of the far• 

and includes but is not li111ited to natural products of the 

orchard• vineyard• garden• and apiary, raw and •anufactured 

(except grains• dairy products, livestock, poultry. and 

poultry products)• when handled for the purpose of resale. 

Ibe_~ d0&5 not_jnclude Seed potat~• 

Section llo• Section 80-5-ZOlo H(A, is a•ended to read: 

•eo-5-201. Definitions. When used in this part. the 

following definitions apply: 

(11 •Agricultural seed" •e~ns the seeds of grass, 

fora~e· cereal. and fiber crops and any other kinds of seeds 
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co.-only recognized Mlthin this state as agricultural seeds 

and includes lawn seeds and aixtures of seerts~but do&S OQt 

i,odMcta $Md QQ\A\fU'Se 

(2J •Bin-run seed sales fro• one fareer to another 

t......-• __. .,.,,.,. beware. 

(l) •Montana certified seed grower• ~ans a ..-ber of 

an authorized Montana seed certifying a~ncy who has 

consented to prodUce s-cf under the rules fo.- certified 

clas.:.es of seed• with respect. to the ealntenence of qenet.lc 

purity and variety ident.ltyw set. forth by the certifying 

agency. 

l"J -. ... ...- ..-ns any individualw fir•• partnership• 

corporation• or association. 

CSJ •Public agricultqral &eed 111arehouse• 

warehouse 

received 

cleaning. 

or structure In 

the public 

.,hlch agricultural 

-ans any 

s-d is 

froe for storage, asse,.bl inq, or 

(6) ~reaR, ........ ~ffe sterile florets. i..ature 

seed, -ed seedo Inert •at·t.er, and any other eater i al s 

reeoved from seed by any kind of cleaning or processing. 

(7J •Seed buyer• -ans any person engaged in the 

business of buying agricultural seed for shi~ento cleaning• 

processing• or f'esa1e and who does not own, controlw or 

operate a public agricultural seed warehouse. Any 

individual eeployed by a seed buyer is not included in this 
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ter•• 

(8J •seed dealer• .eans any person who off~rs for 

~~le, sells. or barters agricultural seeds to the ultimate 

consu .. er. 

(9J •s.-ct lebeler• -ans any person affixing labels to 

agricultural seeds with his na.e and address listed as 

required in 80-~-102 when such seed is distributed in 

lllontana. 

(lOt •Seed 

bus I ness t.!Mt 

pf'ocessing plant• 

repackaqes, cl-ns, 

-ans 

blends, 

any pl.ace of 

tr&ats, or 

otherwise aanipulates agricultural seeds. 

fllt •s-d 

controlling, or 

warehouse.• 

-rehouse.an• -ans 

operating a public 

any person o.ninq• 

agricultural seed 

Section lS. Codification. (1J Sections l through 10 

are intanded to be codified as an integral part of Title BOt 

chapter 5 0 and the provisions contained in Title 80, chapter 

s, apply to sections 1 through 10. 

{2} Section 11 is intended to be codified as an 

integral part of Title eo, chapter 7, and the provisions 

contained in Title ao, chapter 7, apply to section 11. 

ClJ Section lZ is intended to be codified as an 

integral part of Title eo. chapter 3• and the provisions 

contained in Title so, chapter ), apply to section 12. 

Section 16. Severability. If a part of this act is 
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1 invalid, all valid parts that are severable fro• the invalid 

Z part re•ain in effect. If a part of this act is invalid in 

3 one or more of its applications, the part re•ains in effect 

4 in all valid applications that are severable fro. the 

5 invalid applications. 

b Section 11. Effective date. This act is effective on 

T ~ass~qe and approval. 

-End-
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