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SENATE BILL NO. 483 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Highways and 
Transportation. 

Committee recommend bill do 
not pass. 
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l BILL NOo ~ 
2 INTRCIOULED BY 

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE LOURT LOSTS 

5 A~D ATTORNEY'S FEES TO A SUCCESSFUL PlAINTIFF IN AN ACTION 

b ARISING OUT OF THE OWNERSHIP, MAINTENANCE, OR USE OF A ~OTOR 

1 VfHICLE; AMENDING SECTIONS 25-10-101 AND 25-10-302, MCAo• 

a 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

10 Section lo Section 25-10-101, MCAt Is a•ended to read: 

11 "25-1D-101o ~hen costs allowed, of course, to 

12 plaintiff. Costs are allowed, of course, to the plalnt,ff 

l3 upon a judgment in his favor in the following cases: 

14 (1) in an action for the recovery of raal property or 

15 da1110ges thereto; 

16 (21 in an action to recover the possession of personal 

17 property where the value of the property exceeds S50; such 

1b value shall be deter~ined by the jury, court• or referee by 

19 whom the action is tried; 

20 (3} in an action for the recovery of •oney or damages, 

21 exclusive of interest, when plaintiff recovers over S50; 

22 (41 in a special proceeding; 

23 ( 5) in an action which involves the title or 

L4 poss~ssion or right of possession of real estate; or the 

25 \Qgality of any tax, i•post, assess•ent• toll, or •unicipal 
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fine; or quo warranto proceedings; 

(b) in an action to foreclose a lien or pledge, to 

prevent or abate a nuisance, or for an injunctio~ 

(Jl in an actjon arising out of the qwne~ 

ealntenaoce. or usa of a aotor yehjclc.• 

Section 2. Section 25-10-302, HCA• Is a•ended to read: 

•25-lG-302. Inclusion of attorney's fees in bill of 

costs. The attorney's fees .entloned in 3G-9-5llo ll-l-Z33o 

end 71-3-ll"-• and [sK1:iCMJ !) need not oo included in the 

cost bill If they are .ade a part of the jud~nt.• 

MEN $EtiJQN. Section 3. Counsel fees -- •otor vehicle 

clal•• In a cause of action arising out of the ownership• 

•alntenance, or use of any .ator vehicle, the court •ust 

allo~ as a part of the costs a r~asonable attorney's fee 

that shall be fixed by the court. notwithstanding any 

aqreeaent between the parties to the contrary. 
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