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INTRODUCED BY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR PUBLIC 

FINANCING OF POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS FOR THE OFFICE OF STATE 

SENATOR ANO TO PLACE LIMITS ON THE EXPENDITURES OF 

CANDIDATES ACCEPTING "ONEY FROM THE PUBLIC CAMPAIGN FUND FOR 

STATE SENATE CAMPAIGNS.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Public finances for state senate ca•palgns. 

(1) There is a public ca•paign fund for state senate 

campaigns ~ithin the ear•arked revenue fund provided for in 

17-2-102 that is separate and distinct fro• the public 

campaign fund provided for in 13-37-30~. 

(2) All .oney designated under [section 2) shall be 

deposited in the fund. 

Section 2. Desiqnation by taxpayer. (1) An individual 

~hose incoMe tax liability under Title 15w chapter 30, for a 

taxable year is 52 or aore may designate 52 to be pdid over 

to the fund provided for In [section 1)• In the case of 3 

joint return, as provided in 15-3D-1~2t of a husband and 

wife havinq an inca.e tax liability of $~or .ore, each 

spouse cay designate 52 to the fund provided for In [section 

1]. 
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(2) The depart.ent of revenue shall provide a place on 

the face of the blank for• of return. provided for in 

15-30-144, ~here an Individual •ay •ake the designation 

provided for in subsection (ll• This Is in addition to 

13-31-303. The for• •ust adequately explain the individual's 

option to designate i2 to the public ca•paiqn fund for state 

senate campaigns and that a desiqnation does not Increase 

tax liability. 

Section 3. Candidates entitled to receive .oney fro• 

fund. (1) A candidate for the state senate .ay not receive 

coney fro• the fund established by (section 11 unless the 

candidate has a single political c~ittee for ca•paign 

contributions and expenditures. Money received by a 

candidate pursuant to [this act] shaJl be spent only through 

a political CO.Mittee and aust be reported by the 

candidate•s political co .. ittee as provided in 13-37-225. 

(2) If a candidate desires to receive coney fro• the 

fund established by [section l]t the candidate •ust file a 

state-ant of intent with the co••issioner of ca•paign 

finances and practices to seek qualifying contributions or 

to •ake qualifying expenditures. 

Section 4. Primary elections persons entitled to 

receive •oney fro8 fund. (1) A candidate for the state 

sen~te in a primary election may obtain •oney from the fund 

established by [section 1] if he agrees to co•ply ~ith the 
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liaitations on expenditures in [section 6). 

121 An unopposed candidate for noaination in a priaary 

~lection is nJt entitle1 to aoney fro• the fund est.Jbli~hed 

by [s~ctlon 1)• 

(31 A write-in candidate aay not be regarded as 

opposition o~ as creating a contested priaary under this 

section• 

(4) A candidate aay receive froa the fund •n ~mount 

equal to S2 for each sl of contributions over 5200 if the 

candidate certifies to thP coaaissioner of ca.paiqn finances 

and practices that the political coeaittee has raised S200 

in individual contributions of S10 or less and 39rees to 

comply with the liaitations or ex~enditures in [section 6). 

Section ~. Noainee gntitled t~ receive fun~s in the 

general election. {1) A candidate listed on the ball.ot in 

the general election as a noainee of a political party for 

the office of state s~nator aay receive S1oSOO fro• the 

fund. 

(2) An unopposed candidate fo~ election is not 

20 entitlPd to 110ney f~o• tha fund established by [section 1)• 

21 Section b. Llaitation on expenditures. A candiddte who 

22 receives 110ney as provided in [this. act) aust not spend aore 

23 than SloOOO for the prlaary election or aore than s3.ooo for 

24 the general election. 

25 Section 7. Insufficient funds. If insufficient funds 
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exist in the fund established by [section ll to provide bill 

funding to eligible candidates. the caapaign funds shall be 

distri~uted to those candidates on a pro rata basis. 

Section e. Penalties for violation. The use of money 

fro• the fund by anyon~ for any purpose othPr thdn tn~ 

legltiaate caapdign expenses of a candidate for th~ ~tate 

senate is an offense and is punishable by laprison .. ,nt for 

not ~:ore than 1 year 9 by " fine of not ;acre th"n s~.O(D• or 

by both. 

Section 9. Codific~tion. Sections 1 through n are 

intended to b~ codified as an integral part of Title l3o 

ch.,pter 37• part 3, and the provisions contained in Title 

13o chapter 37• apply to sections 1 through s. 
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO .. 328- 79 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD·15 

In compliance with a written request received ... F~~ru~_ry .l3 ...... , 19 _}9_., there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for ...... .S.ena.t£.._B.ill 4 1.0..- pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 ·Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fis~al Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 
of the Legislature upon request. 

Description 

This proposed bill provides for public financing of political campaigns for the office 
of ~tate senator and to place limits on the expenditures of candidates accepting money 
from the Public Campaign Fund for state senate campaigns. 

ASSUMPTIONS 

a) The Department of Revenue forecast of individual income tax receipts for the 80-81 
biennium is the basis for comparison. 

b) Under continuation of the present law, 60,000 taxpayers will designate $1 of their 
individual income tax liability for "campaign expenses of candidates for public 
office which offices have been designated by the legislature" (Public Campaign Fund). 

c) Under the proposed law, 56,000 taxpayers will designate $1 of their individual income 
tax liability for the Public Campaign Fund, and 6000 taxpayers will designate $2 of 
their individual income tax liability for the State Senatorial Campaign Fund (it is 
assumed that 1,000 of those taxpayers are designating that both funds shall receive 
a share of their tax). 

FISCAL IMPACT 

Individual Income Tax Collections 
under current law 
under proposed law 
Estimated Decrease 

Public Campaign Fund Designations 

FY 80 

$154,268,000 
154,260,000 

($ 8, 000) 

under current law $ 60,000 
under proposed law 56,000 
Estimated Decrease ($ 4,000) 

·===~~ 
State Senatorial Campaign Fund 
Designations 

under current law 
under proposed law 
Estimated Increase 

(Continued on page 2) 

$ 

$ 

0 
12,000 
12,000 

FY 81 

$169,790,000 
169,782,000 

($ 8,000) 

$ 

($ 

$ 

60,000 
56,000 

4,000) 

0 
12,000 
12,000 

.... f4d. d ;( o)A /f'"' 
BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: J.. 1/t. J 7 ? 7 , 



STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. __ }~~:..[~-- -' 

FISCAL NOTE 

In compliance with a written request received -· Februa:t;v-ll .. _ .... , .19 .19_ -· , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for Senate Bill · 4 70 · pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 · Thirty·Ninth legislative Assembly. 

Background infor~ion used in developing this Fisc:al Note Is available from the Office of Budget and Program: Planning, to members '' 

of the Legislature upon request. 
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FISCAL IMPACT (Cont.) 

Total Revenue 
under current law 
under proposed law 
Estimated Impact 

FUND INFORMATION 

General Fund 
under current law 
un.der proposed law 
Estima~ed Decrease 

Earmarked Fund (Sch. Found. Program) 
under current law 
under. proposed law 
Estimated Decrease 

Earmarked Fund. (Pub. Campaign Fund) 
under current law 
under proposed law 
Estimated Decrease 

Earmarked Fund (St. Sen. 
under current law 
under propos.ed law 
Estimated Incvease 

Sinking Fund* 
under current law 
under proposed law 
Estimated Decrease 

Camp. Fund) 

FY 80 

$154,328,000 
154,328,000 

$ 0 

$ 98,731,520 
98 1 726 1400 

($ 5i120) 

$ 38,567,000 
38 1565 1000 

(~ 21000) 

$ 60,000 
56 1000 

(~ 41000) 

$ 0 
121000 

$ 12,000 

$. 16,969,480 
16,968,600 

($ 880) 

*A portion of this account may be transferred to the 
general fund as long-range bond excess. 

(Continued on page 3) 

FY 81 

$169,850,000 
169,850,000 

$ 0 

$108;665,600 
108.660.480 

($ 5 1120) 

$ 42,447,500 

($ 
42 1445 1500 

2,000) 

$ 60,000 
561000 

($ 41000) 

$ 0 
12 1 000 

$ 12,000 

$ 18,676,900 
1816762020. 

($ 880) 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: ·-"---~-_____;.,... ____ .. 
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EFFECT ON LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 

See Technical Note (b) 

TECHNICAL NOTES 

(a) Under the proposed law it is possible for a taxpayer with a total tax liability of 
$2 to designate $2 to the State Senatorial Campaign Fund and $1 to the Public 
Campaign Fund. 

(b) It should be noted that income to the indicated earmarked revenue fund is used to 
support the Public School Foundation Program, therefore, any reductions to receipts 
to that account may necessitate additional support from other sources. 

(c) Section 4(4), page 3, provides that a candidate may receive $2 for every $1 in 
excess of $200 received, however, under provisions of Section 6, page 3, can 
only expend $1,000. Therefore, a candidate could receive an unlimited amount 
in matching funds, but he could only expend $1,000 in total. Perhaps some 
provision should be amended into the proposed legislation that would require 
that amounts received in excess of the expenditure Hmits established under 
Section 6, be returned to the public campaign fund. 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: ---------


