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46th Legislature LC r443/01 LC 1443701

1 & BILL M 1 by the governor; and

2 INTRDDUCED BY g%' M 2 WHEREASy the board consists of a consumer =member of a
3 BY REQUEST OF THE STATE ELECTRICAL BGARD::T 3 rural electrical cooperatives 3 master licensed electrical
I & contractors a licensed journeyman electriciansy a
s A BILL FOR AN ACT ENVITLED: #AN ACT TO REESTABLISH THE 5 representative of an investor-owned electrical utilitys and
& STATE FELECTRICAL ®DARD; RETURN THE ELECTRICAL INSPECTION 6 a public member; and

T FUNCTION YU THL: DEPARTMENT OF PROFESSIONAL AND  OCCUPATIONAL I WHERFASy the beoard meets the criteria for continuation
] LICENSING; PROVIDE FOR A RESIDENTIAL ELECTREICIAN®S LICENSE: 8 under the sunset law; and

< AND AUTHORIZE THE BOARD TO ESTABLISH FEES; AMENDING SECTIONS 9 WHEREASs the board should be reestablished and should
10 2-3-103s 37-68-102y 37-68-103y 37-68-301 THRNUGH 37-68-303, 10 continue to be attached to the department of professional
11 37-68-30% THROUGH 37-68-308y 37-68-310 THROUGH 3T7-6B8-313, 11 and occupational licensing for administrative purposes; and
12 AND  37-68-321y MCA; AMENDING AND RENUMBERING SECTIONS 12 WHEREASs electrical inspection functions have been
13 50-60-603 THROUGH 50-60-60Ty MCA; REPEALING SECTIONS 13 moved to the departsent of administration; and

14 50-60-601 AND S0-60-602y MCA; AND PROVIDING AN JIMMEDIATE i4 WHEREASy that wmove has caused confusion and inadeGuate
15 EFFECTIVE DATEW™ 15 ficensing and inspections; and

16 16 WHEREASs the inspection functions should be returned to
17 WHEREASs under the sunset laws 3 performance evaluation 17 the state electrical board in the department of professional
143 of the state electrical board by the legislative audit 18 and occupational licensinge.

12 committes was required and the board will terminate on July 19

20 1y 1979; and 20 BE [T ENACTED 3Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

21 WHEREASs if the results of the legislative audit 21 NEW SECIIUM. Section le Board reestabltisheds The
22 committee are implementeds the people of Montana will be F14 state electrical board created by 2-15-1654 is reestablished
23 deprived of the protection of health and safety provided by 23 for a3 period of 6 years pursuant to 2-3-122.

24 the state electrical board; and FLs Section 2« Section 2-8-103, MCA, is amended to read:
25 WHEREASs the board is made up of five members appointed 25 "2-8-103. Afjjencies to terwminatee (L} The following
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agencies shall terminate on July 1. 1979:
{a} board of abstractersy department of professional

and occupational licensinge created by 2-15-1643;

(b} board of public accountantss departaent of
professional and occupational licensinge created by
2-15-1641;

{c) board of architectsy department of professional
and occupational licensings created by 2-15-16513

{d) state banking boarde department of business
regulations created by 2-15-18C3;

tei-—stote—ciectricet—boardyv-deperiment-of-professionnd
asnd—occupetional-ticensingv-ereoted-hy-2-15-1654¢

$+¢+fe) board of professional engineers and land
sSurveyorss departasent of professional and occupational
licensings created by 2-15-1653;

t9¥if)} office of commissioner of insurance and the
insurance departmente State auditor®s offices Created by
2-1%5-1902 and 2-15-1903;

thif{g) office of the investment commissionere state
auditor®s offices created by 2-15-1901;

t+¥fh)l board of landscape architectsy department of
professional and occupational licensings created by
2-15-1652;

$3¥Lil board of county printingsy department of

community affairse created by 2-15-1102;
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fk3{jl board of plumberss department of professional

and occupational licensinge created by 2-15-1655;

t+¥(k} Doard of real estates department of
profuessional  and occupational licensingye created by
2-15-1642;

tm¥{l] state board of warm air heatinge ventilatiocns
and air conditioninge department of professional and
occupational licensings created by 2-15-1656;

t+n¥im} board of institutionsye department of
institutionss created by 2-15-23923.

(2) The following agencies shall terminate on July 1
1981z

{a) commission for human rightsy department of 1abor
and industrye created by 2-15-1706;

{b} board of athleticses department of professional and
occupational licensings created by 2-15-1661;

(c) board of barberss department of professional anc
occupational licensings created by 2-15-1625;

(d) board of chiropractorss department of professional
and occupationalt licensinge created by 2-15-1613;

(e} board of cosmetologistse department of
professional and occupational Ticensinge created by
2=15-186263

(f} board of dentistse department of professional and

occupational licensings created by 2-15-160363
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{3} board of hearing aid dispensarse department of
profassional and occupational licensings created by
2-15-16163

{h) board of massage therapistse department of

professional and occupational licensings created by
2-15-162173%
{i) rontana state board of medical examinerssy

departament of professional and occupational licensinge
created by 2-15-1605;

{j}) board of morticianss departaent of professional
and occupational licensings created by 2-15-1619;

{k} board of nursings department of professional and
occupational licensings created by 2-15-1610;

{1) board of nursing home Aadministratorses department
of professional and occupational 1licensings created by
2-15-16113

{m) bYoard of optometristss department of professional
and cccupational licensings created by 2-15-1612;

(n} poard of osteopathic physicianse department of
profusssional  and océupationa! licensingy created by
2-15-1607;

{o} board of pharmacistse department of professional
and occupational licensings created by 2-15-1609;

{p} Dboard of podiatry examinerssy department of

professional and occupational licensings created by

e
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2-15-16887

(q) board of psychologistse department of professional
and occupational licensinges created by 2-15-1617;

{r) poard of radiologic technologistss department of
professional and occupational licensingse created Dby
2-15-1614;

(s) board of speech pathologists 3nd audiologistse
depar tment of professional and occupastional licensinge
created by 2-15-1615;

{t} bLoard of veterinarianses department of professional
and occupational licensings created by 2-15-1618;

(u) board of veterans® affairss departeent of social
and rehabilitation servicesy Ccreated by 2-15-2202.

{3) The following units of state government shall
terminate on July le 1983:

{a) board of aeronauticses department of community
affairse created by 2-15-1103;

(b} state poard of hail insurances department of
aqricultures created by 2-15-3003;

{c} board of horse racinge department of professional
and occupational licensinge created by 2-15-16062;

{4} board of 1livestocks department of 1livestocke
created by 2-15-3102;

(@) boird of milk controls department of business

riogulations created by 2-15-1302;

HZ 7
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(f) board of o0i} and gas conservations department of
natural resources and conservations created by 2-15-3303;

{3} Montana outfitters councils department of fish and
games created by 2-15-3403;

{h)} public service commissions department of public
service regulations created by 69-1-102;

(i) board of sanitarianses department of professional
and occupational licensings created by 2-15-1631;

(j)» board of water and wastewater operatorsy
department of health and environmental sciencess created by
2-1%-210%53

{k} board of water well contractorss department of
professional and occupational licensings created by
2-15~16324

131 The following agency terainates on July L. 198353
the state electrical board gtreated by 2-15-1565%."

Section 3. Section 3T-68-102y MCAs is awended to read:

"37-68-102« Definitionse Unless the context requires
otherwises in this chapter the following definitions apply:

L1) _“Apprentice® eeans  a _person  learping a skilled

++¥{2) ™“Board"™ means the state electrical board
provided for in 2-15-1654.

t2%{3) “Department™ means the department of

.
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professional and occupaticnal licensing provided for in
Title 29 chapter 15y part lbe

+344{4]} "Electrical contractor™ means a persons firme
partnershipe corporations associations or combination of
these who undertakes or offers to undertake for another the
planningy layinyg oute supervisinges and installing or the
making of additionsy alterationss and repairs in the
installation of wiring apparatus and equipment for electric
lights heats and powere A registered electrical engineer who
pilans or designs electrical installations is net an
electrical contractore

+4+4{5) “Journeyman electrician™ means a person having
the necessary residentials commerciale  and.  jodustrial
gualificationsy traininge experiences and technical
knowledge to wire forse installs and repair electrical
apparatus and equipwent for lights heats powers and other
purposes under the rules governing this works

+5416) ™Master electrician™ means a person having the
necessary qualificationss trainings experiences and
technical knowledqe to properly plans lay outs and supervise
the installatien and repair of wiring apparatus and
equipaent for electric 1lights heaty powersy and other
purpcses under the rules governing this works

LI)__"Residepntial electrigciap® means a _person having
the _necessary gualificationss trainings experiencer _and

-8-
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Section 4. Section 37-6B-103s MCA,y is amended to read:

H37-68-103. <Ixemptionse (1)} Nothing in this chapter
shall be deemed to apply to the installations alterations or
regair of electrical signal or communications equipment
ownad or operated by a public utility or a city.

{2) The licemnsing or inspection provisions of this
chapter do not apply to reqularly employed maintenance
electricians doing maintenance work on the business premises
of their employars nor do they apply to Yine work on the
business premises of the employer or to ordinary and
customary in-plant or on-site installationss modificationss
additionse or repairss

{3) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to
raguire an individual to hold a license while or for doing
electrical work on his own property or residence provided
that said property or residence is maintained for his own
usce

(4) An individuale firme partnerships or corporation
may engage in business as an electrical contractor without

an electrician®s license if all 2lectrical work performed by
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such individuals firme partnerships Oor corporation is under
the directions controls and supervision of a2 licensed master

electrician gr_under the directions contraols and S

{5) Any parson who plugs in an electrical! appliance
where an aAapproved etectrical outlet is already installed
shall not be considered as an installers

{5} Mo provisions of this chapter shall in any wanner
interfere withy hampers preciudes or prohibit any vendor of
any electrical appliance From sellings deliverings and
connecting any electrical appliance if the connection does
not necessitate the installation of electrical wiring of the
structure where the appliance is to be connectedas™

Section S« Section 37-68-301s MCAs is awended to read:

*37-48-301. License required to aongage in electrical
worke A person may not engage in or work at th2 husinesss
trades or  calling of electrical contractore residential
glogtricians journcyman electriciansy or master electrician
in this state until he has received from the department a
license or permit to work as an electrical contractors
resigential electricians journeyman electricians or master
electriciana.”

Section 6. Section 37-68-302+ MCAs is amended to read:

o SE HS T
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"37-68-302. UnauthoriZzed use of titles No persons
firme partnerships corporations or association shall assume
or use the title or designation of licensed master
electricians or licensed journeyman electriciang gr _licensed
residential electriciane unless qualified ano licensed under
this chapter.®

Section T« Section 3T-68-303, MCAs is amended to read:

"37-68-303. Apprentice wmey tg work under licensed
electrician ---record-of-epprentices. This chapter does not
prehibit @ person from working as an apprentice in the trade
of an etectrician with jf he js registered with _the
i : f 1al 4 ind A ! I I . :
supervision of an electrician licensed wunder this chapter
efnd-under—rules-nade—by-the-boord. Fhe-name-and-residence—-of
ench-—opprentice——and-the—nene-and-residence-of-his-rupioyer
shati-be-fited-—with-the-departmenty-and-a-—-record-—shati-—-bhe
kept--by--the--deportment--shoewinag-the-nome-and-residence—-of
eoch-apprentices®

Section 8. Section 37-68-305¢ MCAy is amended to read:

"37-68~305. Journeyman gnd residential electricians --
application —— qualifications —-— contents of examinatione
(1} An applicant for a journeyman electrician®s license
shall furnish written evidence that he has had at least:

12} 4% years' apprenticeship in the electrical

construction trade apnd is registered with the degartment of
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labor and industryi or

{h} 4 years' practical experience in the wiring forys
installings and repairing of electrical apparatus and
equipment for Yights heate and power in __residentialse
copmarcials ang industrial electrical constructione

121 Applications for a._._jogurneyman electrician’s
license and notice to the applicant sha¥} must be made and
given as in the case of master electricians® licensess

+294{3) The written examination for a journeyman®s
license shall consist of at least 30 questions designed to
fairly test the applicant®s knowledge and the technical
application thereof in the following subjects:

{a) the Oha's law;

{b) the national electrical code;

{c) Dlayout and practical instaltation of electriceael
circuitse

{4) _Ap___applicant for g resideptial electrigian'-
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; isti £ £ i livi (nigs i ch
individual struct
1 . for igential lectrician®
as_in the case of master electrician®s licenses
161 Ihe _written  examinatioo. _for 2 _residential
clectrician®s license shall consist of ar least 239 guestigos

circuits _in_ residential construction consisting of four or

Section Y« Section 37-68-306¢ MCAy is amended to read:

*37-568-306. Temporary permits pending examination. The
board may authorize the department to issue a tesporary
permit to engage in the work of a amaster electriciang eor
journeyman electricians Qr residential electrician to an
applicant who furnishes evidence satisfactory to the board
that he has the required experience to gqualify for the
examination and who pays the fees« A temporary permit
continues in effect only until the next examination is given
and may be revoked by the board a3t any timee If the

applicant is granted a licenses a fee paid for the temporary
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permit shall be applied to the fee required for a licenses."™

Section 10« Section 37-68-30Ts MHCAy is amended to
read:

*37-68-307. Examination procedure -=- issuance of
mastery or journeymans ar residential electrician’s litense
-~ expirations (1} Yo insure impartiality: the exawmination
for either the master®ss er journcyman®sg _gor resideatial

glactricjan®s license shall be by nusbers drawn by 1ot. A

. paper may not be marked with the name of an applicants but

shall be anonysously graded by the department subject to
37-1-10l. The examination passing grade is T5%.

(2) 1If it is determined that the applicant has passed
the examinations the departments on payment by the applicant
of the fees shall issue to the applicant a8 license which
authorizes him to engage in the businesss trades or calling
of a residential electricians journeyman electriciang or
master electriciane

(3) Each original license expires on the July 15 which
is ar least 1 year but not more than 2 years subsequent to
the date of issuance.®

Section 1lle Section 37-68-308, MCA, is awmended ton
read:

®37-68-308. Licensure without exarination of persons
licensed 1locallye The board may authorize the department to

issue a license as a master electriciany er resjidential

-14- <
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elactricians Qr journeyman electrician to an applicant
without written examination on satisfactory proof that the
applicant has the qualifications to apply for a Yicense
under this chapter and is the holder of a valid license
issued by a city or other political subdivision of this
state which provides for the examination and licensing of
electricians.”

Section 12. Section 237-68-310s MCA: is amended to
read:

®37-668-310- Annual renewale Licenses of [esideptial
electricianss Jjourneyman electriciansy or master
electriciansy unless they have been suspended or revoked by
the boards shall be renewed for a period of 1 year by the
department on application for renewal made to the department
prior to July 15 of the year in which the prior license
expired and on the payment of an annual renewal fee. If
application for renewal is not made prior to July 15¢ an
additional fee of $5 shall be paid on account of the
delinquency in rencwale. A1l applications for renewal must he
made prior to August 15 of that years otherwise the license
is forfeited and the applicant is required to pass the
examination and pay the fees required of applicants for
original licenses."

Section 13 Section 37-68-311y PFMCAy is amended to

read:

-15-
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"37-68-311« Examination fee -- annual fee —— specific
exemption for apprenticess (1} Master electricians who are
not electrical contractors and journeyman gr._residential
electricians installing or intending to install for hire
electric wiring or equipment to convey electric current or
apparatus to be operated by this current shall make
application for a2 license to the departmente The application
shall be on a form furnished by the department and
accompanied by an examination fee ef--$38 a3 set by the
baarde The forms shall state the applicant®s full names his
addresss the extent of his experiences and other information
required by the boarde If the applicant has complied with
the rules adopted by the board ands being qualifieds has
successfully completed the examinations he shall pay to the
department an annual license fee of-$25 as set by the board
for a master electrician®s license or $39 for a journeyman
ar_a_residential electrician®s licensey and upon receipt of
either the fee the department shall issue the proper lice: se
to the applicante.

(2) A person serving a 4-year electrician
apprenticeship wunder the supervision of a licensed
electrician apd registered with the department of labor and
industry is exempt from the 1licensing provision of this
section during traininge Credit for the time spent in an

electrical school shall be given to the master electriciany
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journeyman electriciane residential electricians or
apprentices up to 3 total of 2 yearss on the 4-year
requiraumznt.®

Section l4%e Section 37-6B8-312y MCA, is amended to
reads:

*37-53-312. Electricatl contractor®s license -—
application -- issuance ~- fees —-- renewals Fach electrical
contractor shally before July 1 of each yeary file with the
department an application in writing for each firm operated
by him in this state to obtain a licenses A license may not
be issued until the applicant meets the requirements and has
paid to the department a license fee of-$¥5 33 _sst by the
pearg for each firm operated by hime. Licenses shall bear the
date of issue and expire on Julty 1 following the date of
issues An electrical contractor licensed under this chapter
is entitled to have his license renewed for the ensuing year
by oayment to the department of e the license fee of-—$35
bafore the date of expiration of the licenses™

Section 15. Section 37-68-313y MCAy is amended to
read:

"37-68-313. fees_ %o be reasgnable -- ©Seposit deposit
of money collected. All fees established by the hoard under
this_chapter must be reasonably related to the respectiwe
program _goste Money collected by the department under this

chapter shall be deposited in the earwmarked revenue fund for
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the use of the boards subject to 37-1-101(6}."

Section l6ée Section 37-68-321y MCAe is amended to
read:

"37-68-321« Suspension or revocation of license« The
board may suspends Lake gther disciplinary actions or revoke
a license granted wunder this chapter for any of the

following reasons:

{l) viclation of this chapters the national electrical

. codesy or the rules of the board:

{2) any cause for which issuance of the license could
have been denied had it existed and been known to the board;

(3} commission of any act of gross negligences
incompetencys orf misconduct as may be determined by the
board in the practice of a mastery er journeymans__or
residentiagl electrician or the business of an electrical
contractor or

{4#) making a material misstatements misrepresentationy
or fraud in obtaining a license.™

Section 1T« Section 50-60-603y MCAr s renumbered
37-68-401 and is >mended to read:

"56-69-683 31-6B-40]l. Electrical installations to
comply with buiiding-codes-adopted-by--depertwent gode and
fules- (1) AY1 installations in this state of wires and
equipment to convey electric current and installations of

apparatus to be operated by currents except as provided in

e SBAHSY
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58-68-662 27-68-103+ shall be made substantially in accord
with butiding— - -—codes—-—adopted-——-by---the—-deportment-—of

sdméintatration:

is _required to saet standards more siringent thao _those set
( h_ino_tt . Lel ical {

42413} Pules and standards relating to builtdings and
equipaent shati-be-promuigeted-by-the—deporteent covered Ly
the _state Duilding code or by a supicCipal building code are
pot. effective until approved Dy the  department of
administeationa.™

Section 1B« Section 50-60-604e HCAsy is renumbered
3T-68-402 and is amended to read:

"58-60-604 31-68-402. Department to make inspectionss
issue inspection tagss and establish feess The departaent of
administration shall make inspections of electrical

instaltlationse issue inspection tags for these
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installationses and establish and charge a reasonable and
unifora fee for the inspectionse which may not exceed the
expense of providing the inspections®

Section 19« Section 50-60-605¢ MCA» is renumbered
3T-68-403 and is amended to read:

"50-60-685 3T-58-403. Power supplier not to enecrgize
installation without inspection tage Individuelse firmse
cooperativess corporationss or municipalities selling
electricity are power supplierse. Power suppliers may not
connect with or energize an electrical installationy under
this pert chapter unless the owner or a licensed electrical
contractor has delivered to the power supplier an inspection
tag covering the installations issued by the department of
edatnistration.”

Section 20. Section S0-60-606¢ MCAe #s renumbered
37T-58-404 and is amended to read:

“58—-68-606 IT-68-504. Power supplier to deliver
inspection tag to department after installation enerqyize
Imsmediately after an installation has been energizeds the
power supplier shall deliver to the department of
edeinistretion the inspection tag covering the
installation.™

Section 2l Section 50-60-607e MCAs is renumhered
37-68-40% and is amended to read:

"58-68-687 3T-£8-405. Unlawful actse It is unlawful

-2~
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for a persons partnerships companys firms associations or
corporation other than a power supplier to energize an
electrical installation under this part chapter unltess an
applicatien for an inspection tag covering the installatione
together with the inspection fees has been forwarded to the
department of-admintstration.”

Section 22« Repealer. Sections 50-60-601 and
50-50-602¢ MCAs are repealede

Section 23« Repealer not to affect other sections. The
repeal of 50-60-601 and S50-60-602 by section 22 does not
affect the validity of 37-68-101 or 37-68-103.

Section 24. Effective dates This act is effective on
passage and approvale

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA

REQUEST NO. __383-79
FISCAL NOTE

Form BD-15

In compliance with a written request received __ February 15, , 19 79
for _ SB 457

, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note
pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 - Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly.

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members
of the Legislature upon request.

Description:

The bill reestablishes the state electrical board; returns the inspection
function to the Department of Professional and Occupational Licensing; etc.

Fiscal Impact:

Senate Bill 457 1is killed as of the 41st day.

BUDGET DIRECTOR :: 5

Office of Budget and Prodram Pianning
Date: _ O/ xr f 77




