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SENATE BILL 449 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

Fiscal note requested. 

Committee recommend bill, do 
pass. 

Printed and placed on members' 
desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Fiscal note returned. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Local Government. 

Committee recommend bill, not 
concurred. 

Report adopted. 

IN THE SENATE 

Returned from House, not 
concurred. 
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Bill NO.~ 
INTRODUCED BY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO CLARIFY THE COUNTY 

BOARD OF WELFARE'S AUTHORITY TO APPOI~T A SUPtRVISOR Of THE 

COUNTY WELFARE OEPART~ENT; A~ENDlNG SECTIONS 53-2-301 AND 

'>3-2-304• MCAe" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-2-301, ~CA, is a.ended to read: 

•53-2-301. County departeents to be established. Lll 

There shall be established in each county of the state a 

county departaent of public welfare which shall consist of a 

county board of public welfare and such staff personnel as 

may b~ necessary for the efficient perforaance of the public 

assistance activities of the county. If conditions warrant 

and if two or more county boards enter into ?n agreeeent, 

two or more counties may coebine into one administrative 

unit and use the saee staff personnel throughout thP. 

administrative unit. 

121 Ihe county boardo wjtb the approval of tbe 

department of spcja) and rehabiljtatjon serylces, say 

appojnt some fully gualijied persgn Jjsted by tbe d~partwent 

~s director of its staff personnel, and the department max 

exercise jts powers unaer 53-2-203 to classify hi• as 
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LC 1820/01 

dicector. 1f the c:QUD1:r board dges eet apgrqye the 

appointacnt gf a staff director• no staff persgnpgl ••r be 

regujred tp carrx out the functions gf a cgunty director and 

tbe d9pactpent pt social apd rebabil jl:e)tioo nryic•s "¥ not 

gxercise its powers upder Sl-2-203 to cld&sjfy any 

indjyidual as directgr.• 

Section 2. Section 53-2-30~. MCAo is aeended to read: 

•53-2-3~. Staff personnel of county departeent. [1) 

Each county board shall aelec:t and appoint froe a list of 

qual if'i ed persons. furnished by the depart:ll8nt of socIal and 

rehabilitation services such staff personnel as are 

necessary. The staff personnel In each county shall consist 

of at: least one qualified staff worker {or investigator) and 

such clerks and stenographers as aay be decided necessary. 

H--eonct~+~-werr~~-nty eaardY-w~fole-apJWe-<rri 

eof-tlw depart-nt e4~ae+et-emt-..~+~+wt-s~ees.-1118T 

eppoY-m-soee ft~l+y-.,..eH.f+«!-piW"S-++s1:ed-by-the-de1'8rtee1'1t 

~-~~~•+so~-+ts-ste.f.f-~s~• The staff personnel of 

each county department are directly responsible to the 

county board• but the depart-at of social and 

reh~bi1it~tion services aay supervise such county employees 

in respect to the efficient and proper perfor•ance of their 

dUties. The county board of public velfare •ay not dismiss 

any •ember of the staff personnel without the approval of 

the department of social and rehabilitation services. but 

·~,... 
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the departeent may request the county board to dis~iss any 

•eeber of the staff personnel for inefficiency• 

incompetence, or similar cause. 

(2J Public as~istance staff personnel attached to the 

county board shall be paid fro• state public assistance 

funds both their salaries and their travel expenses as 

provided for in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503 when away fro• the 

county seat in the perforaance of their dutieso but the 

county board of public velfare shall rei•burse the 

10 depart .. nt of social and rehabilitation services fro• county 

11 poor funds the full a.ount of the salaries and travel 

12 expenses not rel•bursed to the depart .. nt by the federal 

13 govern.ent and the full aeount of the depart .. nt•s 

1~ ad•inistrative costs vhlch are allocated by the dep~rt~nt 

15 to the county for the adalnistration of county welfare 

16 prograes and not rei~ursed to the depart .. nt by the federal 

11 govern.ant. Under circuestances prescribed by the departeent 

18 of social aad reha-illation services. the rei~rse .. nt by 

19 the county board of public vel fare may be less than the 

20 county share as prescribed above. All other adeinistrative 

21 costs of the county depart .. nt shall also be paid fro• 

22 county poor funds. 

23 (3J On or before the 20th day of the .onth following 

Z~ the eonth for vhich the pay•ents to the public assistance 

25 staff personnel of the county Nere •adeo the departeent of 
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social and rehabilitation services shall present to the 

county department of public ~elfare a clai~ for the required 

reiMburseeents. The county board shall ~ake such 

reiehurse .. nts vithln ZO days after the presentation of th~ 

claim, and the depart•ent of social and rehabilitation 

services shall credit (add) all such reimhursements to its 

account for ad•inistrative costs.• 

-End-

-It-



STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 345-79 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request received .::~~~uary 1 .~-------- , 19 79 _,there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for ... S_~ . 4~?. __ .... ··-- _ ...... __ ----·pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965- Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

This bill would clarify the County Board of Welfare's authority to appoint a Supervisor of the County 
Welfare Department. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

Because there arc currently 29 County Directors of Public Welfare for 56 counties accomplished 
through county combinations and the sharing of County Directors, it is assumed the number of 
County Directors has been reduced to the lowest feasible number. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
None. 

/L;t..d ,r: i A '=) ,b-. 
BUDGET Dl RECTOR { 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: J../r' { / ? 1 
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C?i'ec£J BILL NO. ~ 
?n-d..~. INTRODUCED BY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO CLARIFY THE COUNTY 

BOARD OF WELFARE'S AUTHORITY TO APPOINT A SUPERVISOR OF THE 

COUNTY WELFARE DEPARTMENT; AMENDING SECTIONS 53-2-301 AND 

53-Z-304• HCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-2-301• MCAo is a.ended to read: 

•53-Z-301. County departaents to be established. ~ 

There shall be established in each county of the state a 

county depart~nt of public ~elfare ~hich shall consist of a 

county board of public ~elfare and such staff personnel as 

•ay be necessary for the efficlent perfor.ance of the public 

assistance activities of the county. If conditions warrant 

and if tvo or more county boards enter into an agree .. nto 

two or more counties •ay co~ine into one ad•lnistratlve 

unit and use the sa.. staff personnel throughout the 

adMinistrative unit. 

l2l The county bgards wjth the agprgyal gf the 

departwent of social and rehabilitation seryisess eay 

appoint sgae fully qualified person listed by the departwent 

as djrector pf its staff gersgooelw and tbe departwent aay 

exercise jts powers undlr 53-2-203 to classif¥ hi• as 

I 

z 

3 

~ 

s 

6 

T 

8 

9 

10 

11 

ll 

13 

1<\ 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

z~ 

25 

LC 1820/01 

di ractpr. If ttw cgunt;'t bcyrd dges not agprQWI tbe 

•ppgint•cnt pf • &taft director• pg st•ff per&onpaJ way be 

required to carry curt. \btt fyncUons pf ,a couot.y director and 

the deH'\Mnl; qf am;ial apd rebabj 1 it•t;im seryic•• MY not 

gerGIM 11;1 pgwer• yad«r S,J=2-2Ql to clas&tfr •nv 

iodjyldual •• diCe£%or-• 

Section z. Section S3-2-304o MCA• is ~ .. nded to read: 

•53-2-304. Staff personnel of county departwent. (1) 

E~h county board shall select and appoint fro. a list of 

qualified persons furnished by the depart .. nt of social and 

rehabilitation services such staff per•onnel as are 

necessary. The staff personnel In each county shall consist 

of at least one qualified staff vorker (or investigator) and 

such clerks and stenographers as aay be decided necessary. 

ef~M-4eper~n~ ~see+il+-ltftd tehebifiteti- serwfeesw -Y 

•••int: .__.......,._~~+ett-person ++ried-e~he-deper~ 

•• ,_.,er ... er ef •t:• steff eersonne+w The staff personnel of 

each county depart .. nt are directly responsible to the 

county boar do but the departwent of social and 

rehabilitation services ••Y supervise such county e~loyees 

in respect to the efficient and proper perforwance of their 

duties. The county board of public welfare •ay not dlswiss 

any .. Gber of the staff personnel vithout the approval of 

the depart•ent. of social and rehabilitation services. but 

/ -, .<. . tf t.....). (! 
I c ' . ( -2- t> 
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the depart .. nt -y request the county board to dfsef ss any 

.. llber of the staff personnel for i neff ic i ency• 

incoapetence, or siailar cause. 

CZ» Public assistance staff personnel attached to the 

county board shall be paid froe state public assistance 

funds both their salaries and their travel expenses as 

provided for In Z-18-501 through 2-18-503 when away froe the 

county seat in the perfor-nce of their dutleso but the 

county boiJrd of public welfare shall reieburse the 

10 dep•rt .. nt of social and rehabilitation services froe county 

11 poor funds the full .-nt of the sal aries and travel 

12 -penses not ralabursed to the depart .. nt by the federal 

13 govar...,.nt and the full a.ount of the depart .. nt•s 

1~ ad8inistratlve costs which are allocated by the departeent 

15 to the county for the ad81nlstration of county welfare 

16 prograes and not reillbursed to the departeent by the federal 

11 govern .. nt. Under clrcuestances prescribed by the depart .. nt 

18 of social ~d rehabillatlon services, the reieburseaent by 

19 the county board of public welfare eay be less than the 

20 county share as prescribed above. All other adalnlstrative 

Z1 costs of the county depart .. nt shall also be paid froa 

22 county poor funds. 

23 

Z'\ 

Z5 

[3) On or before the 20th day of the aonth following 

the eonth for which the payeents to the public assistance 

staff personnel of the county were eade• the departaent of 
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social and rehabilitation services shall present to the 

county departaent of public welfare a clale for the required 

releburs-ent:s• The county board shall eake such 

reiehurse .. nts within 20 days after the presentation of the 

clai•• and the departaent of social and rehabilitation 

services shall credit [add) all such reiebursements to its 

account for adeinistrative costs.• 

-End-
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