SENATE BILL 446
IN THE SENATE

February 10, 1979 Referred to Committee on Public
Health, Welfare and Safety.

February 20, 1979 Committee recommend bill, do
not pass.
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@ pILL No. YL E

INTRODUCED BY W NG: o

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ®AN ACT TO RESTRICT COUNTY

MEOICAL PROGRAMS FOR THE NEEDY TQ PERSONS wWHO DO NOT RAVE
ACCESS TO OTHER GOVERNMENT HEALTH PROGRAMS OR HEALTH
INSURANCE; ESTABLISHING A MINIMUM LEVEL OF SERVICE] AND
DESIGNATING RESPONSIBILITY IN CASES OF INTRASTATE MOVEMENT
QoF INDIGENT PERSONS; AMENDING SECTIONS 53~-3~-103 AND

53-3-306¢ MCA"™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section la Section 53-3-103s MCAs is amended to read:
#53-3-103. Medical aid and hospitalization for

indigente {1) Except as provided in other parts of this

titles medical aid and hospitalization for county residents
and nonresidents within the county unablie to provide these
necessities for themselves are the legal and financial duty
and responsibility of the board of county ccamissioners and
are payable from the county poor funde The board of county
commissioners shall make provisions for competent and
skilled medical or surgical services as are approved by the
department of health and environmental sciences or the state
nedical association ory in the case of osteopathic

practitionarss by the state osteopathic assoclation or
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chiropractors by the state chiropractic association or
optometrical services as approved by the Montana optometric
association or dental services as approved by the dental
associations "Medical” or “medicine® as used in this section
refers to the healing art as practiced by licensed
practitionerse

{2y The boards in arranging for medical care for those
unable tao provide it for themselvess ®may have the care
provided by physicians appointed by the board who shall be
known as county physicians or deputy county physicians and
may fix a rate of compensation for the furnishing of the
medical attendances

{3} The department may promulgate rules to detersine
under what circusstances persons in‘the county are unable to
provide wmedical ald and hospitalization for themselvess
including the power to define the ters "medically needy
indigent™. Haowevere the definition may not 3llow payment by
a county for general assistance—medical for persons whose
SrQss incose oxceeds 300X of the limitation for obtaining
regular county general raltief assistances gr for persons wheo
haya available sedical resourcas from other goyeranment
, . . .

{5} In any case whare the county cr state pays medical
expenses or hospitalization for an individuals the county or
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state is subrogated to the claims of the physician or
hospital to the extent of paymente. To the extent necessary
for reimbursement of medical benecfits paid to or on pehalf
of an individuale the county or state is subrogated to the
rights of the individual to recover from a third party who
may be liable to pay the medical expenses. The provisions of
53-2-612 which relate to wmedical benefits provided wunder
Tities XIX and XX of the Social Security Act apply to
wmedical benefits provided for in this sectione
151 . _The governing body of the county shall provide 2
ainisal level of wsedical service by providing necessary
aalliative coare to alt gualified individualss If the county
fund i fficients t ¢ id 1dit 1
Section 2+ Section 53-3-306y MCAs is asended to read:
®53-3-306e County liability for general retief. {1)
dYpon——the-—fiting— —of--his—opatication—in--the-~ccunty—--of
residencey——o-——quetified-—appiicant®s A person applying for
general assistance shall fils the application ip the couoty
whera he livess If the applicant is gualifieds the general
relief assistance shall be paid entirely from state funds
untilt he has resided for 1 continuous year in Montanas at
which time he shall become a financial responsibility of the
county in which he resides at the expiration of the Ili-year

periode A person who leaves Montana with the intent to
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reside in another state and later returns to vreside in
Nontana s considered a new resident for the purposes of
this chapter and 53-2-610(3)«

{2} If a eeecipient person moves from his original
county of residence to reside in another countys he shall
continue to be 3 financial responsibility of the originatl
county of residence for 1 year from the date of his change
of residences If during this l-year period the individual
resides in several countiess he shall become a financial
responsibility of the county in which he resides at the
expiration of the l-year periode™

-End-



