
February 10, 1979 

February 20, 1979 

SENATE BILL 446 

IN THE SENATE 

Referred to Committee on Public 
Health, Welfare and Safety. 

Committee recommend bill, do 
not pass. 
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INTROOIJCEO BY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO RESTRICT COUNTY 

MEDICAL PROGRAMS FOR THE NEEDY TO PERSONS WHO 00 NOT HAVE 

ACCESS TO OTHER GOVERNMENT HEALTH PROGRAMS OR HEALTH 

INSURANCE; ESTABLISHING A ~lNlMUM LEVEL OF SERVICE; AND 

DESIGNATING RESPONSIBILITY IN CASES OF INTRASTATE KOVEMENT 

OF INDIGENT PERSONS; A"ENDING SECTIONS 53-3-103 AND 

53-l-306o KCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-3-103o MCAo is a.ended to read: 

•53-3-103. Medical aid and hOspitatizatlon for 

indigent. (1) Except as provided in other parts of this 

title. medical aid and hospitalization for county residents 

and nonresidents ·,.ithin the county unable to provide thes.: 

necessities for themselves are the legal and financial duty 

and responsibility of the board of county commissioners and 

ar8 payable from the county poor fund. The board of county 

co~missioners shall make provisions for competent and 

~killed medical or surqlca1 services as are a~proved by the 

department of health and environsental sciences or the state 

nedical association or• in the case of osteopathic 

practitioners, by the state osteopathic association or 
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chiropractors by the state chiropractic association or 

opto-trlcal services as approved by the Montana opto•etric 

association or dental services as approved by the dental 

association. ·~edlcal• or •eedicine• as used in this section 

refers to the healing art as practiced by licensed 

practitioners. 

t2) The board, In arranging for medical care for those 

unable to provide It for theeselves• aay have the care 

.provided by physicians appointed by the board who shall be 

known as county physicians or deputy county physicians and 

uay fix a rate of co~nsation for the furnishing of the 

eedical attendance. 

(3) The departeent eay proeulgate rules to detereine 

under what circuestances persons in the county are unable to 

provide medical aid and hospitalization for theeselveso 

including the pover to define the ter• •eedically ftee&y 

jodl~ent•. Howevero the definition aay not allow payment by 

a county for oeneral assistance--eedical for persons whose 

~ inc~e exceeds 300t of thP. limitation for obtaininy 

r"gular county q._;neral relief asslstancew at for persons vbo 

ha~Qllable ~edicaJ resources fcgm gthgr government 

progra3s or iosuraoc~ coverage that proyjdes coapr~beo~ive 

UQsnjtal and phys!cjao rare. 

(4) In any case where th~ county cr state pays medical 

e•penses or hospitalization for an individual, the county or 

~ : __ _, 
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state is subrogated to the clai•~ of the physician or 

hospital to the extent of payaent. To the extent necessary 

for raiaburse.ent of aedical benefits paid to or on behalf 

of an individual. the county or state is subroqated to the 

rights of the individual to recover froa a third party who 

aay be liable to pay the •edical expenses. The provisions of 

S3-Z-61Z which relate to aedical benefits provided under 

Titles XIX and XX of the Social Security Act apply to 

aedical benefits provided for In this section. 

lSI The aovecnlng b9dJ gf tbe 'gyntl shall grgyjda a 

ainiaal leyel of .adical seryice bJ prqyidlng necessarr 

palliative ,are to all qualified indtyi4ua1s• If tba Gountr 

13 gpor fund ii suffjcignt. tbe count¥ •ay prgvjde addjtjopal 

14 i•rylc8$ ., i'i dj•cretigo.• 

15 Section z. Section 53-3-306, MtA. is a .. nded to read: 

16 •s3-3-306. tounty liability for general relief. {1) 

17 ~Oft--~ft9--~~-e+--h+B~++~+on--+n--~~--eeun~y--o+ 

1B ~~-. e ~•elifled epp+?~~ 6 gersgo applxiog fgr 

19 Q&O@ral asslstaoG• shall file the application in the cgyoty 

20 where be ljyes• If the applicant js gualjfjvdo the general 

Zl relief assistance shall be paid entirely fro. state funds 

ZZ until he ha& resided for 1 continuous year In Montana. at 

23 which ti•e he $hall becoae a financial responsibility of the 

Z+ county In which he resides at the expiration of the 1-year 

25 period. A person who leaves Montana ~ith the intent to 
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reside in another state and later returns to reside in 

Montana is considered a ne~ resident for the purposes of 

this chapter and ~3-2-610(3)• 

(l) If a pee?~ ~ aoves from his origindl 

county of residence to reside in another county, he shall 

continue to be a financial responsibility of the original 

county of residence for 1 yedr from the date of his change 

of residence. If during this 1-year period the individual 

resides in several counties. he shall become a financial 

responsibiJity of the county in which he resides at the 

expiration of the 1-year period.• 

-End-
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