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~ 61LL NO. 2i!:E.. 
INTRODUCED BY ~ ¥• -tf!"/t,-_,.,., ltlt.l(~~ 

BY REQUEST OF THE LEGISLATIVE AUDIT COMMITTEE 

A BILL FOR A~ ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE 

RfGULATION OF THE FIELD OF PLUMSING BY A BOARD OF PUBLIC 

SAFETY IN THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION; TERMINATING THE 

OPlRATION OF THE BOARD OF PLUMBERS ON JULY 1t 1979; 

EllHINATING REFERENCES TO THE BOARD Of PLUMBERS; CLARIFYING 

DEFINITIONS RELATED TO PLUMBING; GRANTING RULEMAKING 

AUTHORITY; IMPOSING DUTIES ON THE DEPARTMENT; PERMITTING 

MASTER PLUMBERS TO WORK AS JOURNEYMAN PLUMBERS; PERMITTING 

THE 30ARD TO SET FEES; AMENDING SECTIONS 2-8-121o ll-69-101t 

37-69-301, 37-69-30~ THROUGH 37-69-308, AND S0-6D-20~t MCA; 

AND REPEALING SECTIONS 2-15-1655 AND 37-69-201 THROUGH 

37-69-203, MCA.• 

WHEREAS, the sunset lawo sections 2-8-103 and 2-8-112• 

wi 11 ter11inate the board of plu~ers and require a 

perfonnance evaluation of the board by the legislative audit 

cornmittee; and 

WHEREAS, as a result of the perfor•ance evaluation, the 

legislative audit ~o..ittee reco•.ands that the board of 

plumhers be abolished and regulation of the field of 

plumbing be transferred to the board of public safety in the 
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depart.ent of aO.inlstratlon and that certain statutory 

provisions be aaended or repealed. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section Z-8-121• MCAo is ·a.encled to read: 

•2-8-121. Effect of teralnation. Ypeft Uple$$ otberM11e 

prpyldedo upqo teralnation, each agency or unit shall 

continue In existence until ~uly 1 of the next succeeding 

year for the pu~pose of winding up Its affairs. Outing the 

windup period, teraination does not reduce or otherwise 

liait the powers or authority of each respective agency 

except that no action aay be taken which would continue In 

effect beyond the 1-year windup period. Upon the expiration 

of the 1 year after ter•lnatlono each agency not aodlfied or 

reestablished shall be abolished and all unexpended balances 

of ~pproprlationso allocations, or other funds shall revert 

to the fund fro• which they were appropriated oro if that 

fund Is abolished, to the general fund•• 

Section 2• Section 37-69-101, "CA, Is a .. nded to read: 

•37-69-101. Definitions. Unless the context requires 

otherwise. in this chapter the following definitions apply: 

{11 •Soard• aeans 

~-ts-~~ public safetr proyided fpr in (Section 1 of 

Senate Bill ZltlJ• 

(21 •Depart.ent• aeans the departaent of ~~+e~srone+ 
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~-~Mioftef.-f+eew.~~pre•illed ._-+rt-'1'-H:h~-el'teJtt:~ 

•~•--per~-+6 adein!stration proyjded fpr in Iitle z, chapter 

1Sr part 10. 

(3) •Drainage svstew• .. ans all tba piping ips!de the 

walls of a building that cooxeys sewage or otber liQuid 

wastes outside tbe building to tba bylldjog sewer byt that 

does not a¥teod apre than 2 ftet outside tba building way. 

t3i~ •Field of pluebinq• eeans the business. tradee 

~r vork havinq to do with the lnstallatlone reeovalo 

alteration, or repair of pluebing and dralna~ systees or 

parts thereof. 

++tLil •Journeyean pl~er• aeans a person who is 

authorized to •ake Installation of all sanitary pluebing and 

potable water supply piping and appliances connected 

thereto. 

t4tLkl •Master plueber• eeans a person who is 

authorized by this chapter to plane estlwatee bide contract 

foro and supervise plueb!ng work. 

(11 •rtu8blog syst••• W@IOs all gqtablg water supply 

aod distribytion pipes. all plu8blng fixtures apd trBQS• all 

drajoage apd Y@O\ piD@Sp and a)) byiJdiog dra(OSo !ncly4iog 

their respective tolnts and connectlgns. dgyjcesw 

receptacles. and appurtenances within tbe prpperty Jines pf 

tbe prgwjses and potable water piping. water heatgrs 1 and 

yent• for the sa•e• 

-3-

1 

2 

3 

" 
5 

6 

l 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

lit 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 1480/01 

t6tLI1 •Public sewer systew• weans any co..on sewer 

carryinq liquid wastes trow two or wore dwellings or any 

other facility that serves the public. 

t~Lil •Public water supply• •eans any co•eunity well, 

water hauler for cisterns. water bottling planto water 

dlspensero or other water supply that serves 10 or •ore 

faeilles or 25 or .ore persons on a regular and continuous 

basis.• 

NEW SECTIDN, Section 3• Ruleeaking power. The board 

shall adopt rules to regulate the field of plu•bing as are 

necessary to protect the public health, safety, and welfare. 

NEM SECTIQN. Section It• Duties of the depart•ent. The 

departeent shall: 

(1) assist the board In the transaction of its 

business and keep a record of the board"s official actions; 

(2) charge the board for the reasonable costs of the 

departeent Incurred in assisting the board; 

(3) in conjunction with carrying out inspections of 

pluabing Installations for code co•pliance as set forth in 

Title 50e chapter 60o part 5o inspect licenses to insure 

coepliance with this part and advise the board in writing of 

any license violations; and 

{~J report any plueblng code or licensing violations 

discovered by state or local building inspectors to the 

board in writing. 
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Section s. Section 37-69-301• MCA• is a~nded to read: 

"37-69-301. License required -- teaporary exception by 

o1unicipal resolution tthen 1 icensed plullber not available. 

Any person ttorking at the field of plullbing in any 

incorporated city• tottn• or in any other area served by a 

public water supply or a public sewer syste• in this stateo 

~ither as a master plullber or as a journeyaan plullbero or 

who while ttorking at the field of plullbing shall connect 

plumbing to or disconnect plullblng fro• a public ttater 

supply or public setter syste. shall first secure a state 

license as hereinafter provided. The council or co .. lsslon 

of any city or town or board of directors or aanagers of a 

water or sewer district or water utility. In cases Mhere a 

duly licensed person or persons are not reasonably 

dvailaoleo aay by ordinanceo ruleo or resolution duly 

adopted and upon reasonable notice to the board of ota~ers 

Nnd upon their approval• authorize the practice in the field 

of pluabing by a person or persons who have not obtained the 

state licenses as hereinafter provided until such ti•e as a 

duly licensed person or persons are reasonably available.• 

Section 6. Section 37-69-304o "CAt is a•ended to read: 

•37-59-304. Qualifications of applicants for 

journeyman plullber•s license-- restriction on authority. 

Ill The following requireaents shall be .at by applicants 

for ,, journeyMan plu.t>er•s 1 icense: 
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(a) a specific record of 4 years• experience in the 

field of plu~lng of a character satisfactory to the board. 

This experience requira.ent aay be fulfilled by working 4 

years in a aajor phase of the plu~ing business or by 

coapleting an apprenticeship progra• eeeting the standards 

set by the departaent of labor and Industry or the United 

States departaent of laboro bureau of apprenticeship. or 

credit towards this experience requireaent aay be given for 

tiee spent attendin9 an accredited trade or other school 

specializing In training of value In the field of pluabing 

and approved by the board• 

(bl satisfactory coapletlon of an exaeination 

conducted 

approval of the board, testing the appllcant•s knDMledge of 

techniques and aethods eeployed in the field of plu•blng and 

establishing by practical deaonstratlon his coapetence In 

the special skills required In the field of pluebing. 

(21 A licensed journey•an plueber eay perfor• work 

only in the eaployeent of a licensed •aster plueber unless 

otherwise per•ltted by rule of the board.• 

Section 1. Section 37-69-30So MCAo is aeended to read: 

•37-69-JOS. Qualifications of applicants for •aster 

plueber•s license restriction on authority. (1) The 

following requireeents shall be eet by an applicant for a 

•aster plu•bers• I icense: 

-6- < ,,;- ·< .··f..: 
--..JJ { .-· -~....- '.;; -~.;: 



41 

1 

2 

3 

~ 

s 

6 

7 

II 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1~ 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC H80/01 

tat evidence of ~ years• experience as a journey.an 

plu•ber in the field of plu~lnq of a character satisfactory 

to the board; 

(b) evidence of 3 years• experience In supervisory 

capacities In the field of plu~lngo which aay run 

concurrently with the require.ant In subsection Cl)(a); 

(c) •atisfactory ca.pletlon of an exaeination for 

.aster plu~ers testing his knowledge of the field of 

pl~.Oing and de.onstrating his skill and ability in the 

field of plu~lng. 

{Zt A .aster plu~er +-et: _t ... ri~ llil¥ perfore 

the work of a journeyean plu~r an1es• he •• •••• t+e~ 

--e-jotn"ne.,.ett-,..,~ • 

(3) A easter plueber shall not allow his license to be 

used by any person or fire. corporatiCift• or business· other 

than his ovn for the purpose of obtaining pereits or for 

doing pluebing work under his license.• 

Section 8. Section 37-69-306• HCAo Is a•ended to read: 

•37-69-306. Exaeinatlon -- issuance of license. (1) An 

applicant for a license to work in the field of plu~lng 

shall be exaeined as to his qualifications by the 

depart~aen•.o s.tt;eet: t:e n' t-HI-~ wj t.h the apprgyal of the 

~~· The departeent shall exa•lne each applicant for a 

license to determine his skill and qualifications as a 

easter plu~er or journeyean plueber. 
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(2) The applicant• upon successfully passing the 

exaelnation prescribed by the boardo shall be issued a 

license authorizing hla to engage in the field of plu~hin~ 

as a •aster plueb~r or journeyean plueber in the state of 

Montana. 

Cl) In the case of a fire or corporation, the 

exaelnation and issuance of a license to an individual of 

the firm or to a principal of the fir• or corporation 

satisfies the requlreeents of this chapter as to ~aster 

pluebers but not as to journeyaen pluabers. No individual, 

fir•• or corporation eay do the work of a master pluaber 

unless licensed under this chapter.• 

Section 9. Section 37-69-307, MCAo is aaended to read: 

•37-69-307. Exaeination fee and annual renewal fee. 

C1) No applicant for a easter plueber"s license may submit 

to the exaelnatlons prescribed by the board until he has 

deposited with the departeent •~--e~ an examination fee 

established by t,be bgardo and no applicant for a journeya,n 

plueber"s license •ay subeit to the exaaination prescribed 

by the board until be has deposited with the depart.ent •~e 

e• an exaaination fee established by the board. 

(2) A license when issued expires 1 year from thP date 

of issuance. A license issued to a master plumber or a 

journey•an plumber may be renewed annually without 

exaainationo at any tiee prior to its expiratlonr bv a 

-8-
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~ritten request for its renewal directed to the depart•ent 

and the payment ~-~~o-eweee~ee as set by the board 

for a renewal of a .aster plu.Oer•s license and"~~ 

eweeed-*~~ as set by the board for a journeyman plu.Oer•s 

license. Renewal is for the period of 1 year. 

j3l fees established by the board pursuant to thli 

~ion wust be reasonably related to tbt CQiti Incurred by 

~poard in carrying out its speclfl& functioos.• 

Section 10. Section 37-69-308o MCAo Is a~nded to 

read: 

•37-69-308. Deposit of fees. Money paid for license 

fees under this chapter shall be deposited In the ear.arked 

revenue fund for the use of the board.---~ee~-~e 

3'1-r-~e~t&t•* 

Section 11. Section 5o-&o-2o~. MCAt is amended to 

read: 

•50-6Q-204. Public hearing required. (1• Except as 

provided In subsection (2• of this section• no ruleo 

amend•ento or repeal of the state building code .ay take 

eff~ct until after a public hearing by the depart.ent• 

(2) If a hearing has been held by the state fire 

marshal with respect to his duties contained in chapter 3 of 

this title or by the board of pta~~ gubll& ~af•t¥• the 

department of health and envlroa.ental sciences, the board 

of war~ air heating, ventilatlono and air conditioningo or 
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the state electrical board on a proposed rule relating to 

building and equipment standards in their respective fieldso 

a public hearing by the depart•ent is not required.• 

Section 12. Transfer of funds. All unexpended balances 

of appropriations• allocations, or other funds of the board 

of plu•bers shall be transferred to the bOard of public 

safety on July lo 1979o to be used for the purpose of 

regulating the field of plu~ing. 

Section 13. Transition• All orders and rules relating 

to the regulation of the field of plu~ing •ade by the board 

of plumber~ remain in effect until revoked or aodified in 

accordance with law by the board of public safety. The 

records and docu•ents of the board of plutlbers are 

transferred to the board of public safety. All licenses, 

pereltst and certificates issued prior to July lo 1979o 

re.ain valid under the saee ter•s and conditions as when 

issued and are subject to the provisions of Title 37o 

chapter &9. 

Section 1~. Effect of ter•lnation. The provisions of 

2-8-121 do not apply to the board of plutlbers. 

Section 15. Codification. It is intended that sections 

3 and 4 be codified as an integral part of Title 37o chapter 

69o and the provisions of Title 37• chapter 69o apply to 

sections 3 and 4. 

Section 1&. Repealer. Sections 2-15-1655 and 37-69-201 
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STATE OF MONTANA 
Request No. 262-79 

li I SCAL NO'I'I': 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request received F~bruary 7, 1979 , there is hereby 
submitted a Fiscal Note for Senate Bill 385 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 
1965 - Thirty-Ninth Legislativ;-As-s;~biy~---Background information used in developing 
this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 
of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

SB 385 transfers the functions for the Board of Plumbers to the Board of Public Safety 
to be created under the Department of Administration. In addition, it lays out the duties 
of the Board as they relate to the plumbing field as well as laying out the licensing 
guidelines. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. The duties of the Board of Plumbers will be assumed by the Board of Public 
Safety on July 1, 1979. 

2. The work load after the transfer will remain the same. 

/3. The budget and staff needs will remain the same. 

4. The Montana Executive Budget 1980-1981 for the Board of Plumbers will, therefore, 
remain legitimate for the Board of Public Safety. 

FISCAl. IMPACT: 

None. 

COMMENT: 

This board, currently under the Department of Professional and Occupational 
Licensing, contributes to the Centralized Services Program for services performed 
for the Department. ~he elimination of these funds could increase the amount 
contributed by the remaining boards not scheduled for sunset at this time. 

U .. ,J o(', JA~ ~ 
BUDGET DIRECTOR 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 
Date: "',.L I J../ 7 ( 


