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IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass as amended. Report 
adopted. 

Printed and placed on members' 
desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to second house. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Human Services. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in. Report adopted. 

Second reading concurred in. 
Segregated from Committee 
of the Whole report. 

Second reading, concurred 
in as amended. 

Third reading, concurred in 
as amended. 

IN THE SENATE 

Returned from second house. 
Concurred in as amended. 
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Second reading, pass con­
sideration. 

Second reading, amendments 
adopted. 

Third reading, amendments 
adopted. Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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INTRODUCED BY 

~<J!U Blll~O. 
-;ov .... ~L -~........--~ 

j V' 
4 A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING RECIPIENTS Of 

., PUBLIC ASSISTANCE TO REPORT INCOME NOT PREVIOUSLY DECLARED; 

b REQUIRING RECIPIENTS TO REPAY THE STATE FO~ ASSISTANCE 

7 OVERPAYMENTS; PROVIDING A CIVIL PENALTY WHEN FRAUDULENT 

8 MEANS ARE USED TO OBTAIN ASSISTANCE; CLARIFYING FRAUD; 

q AMENDING SECTION 53-2-107, "CA.• 

10 

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HONTANA: 

12 Section 1· Section 53-2-101, HCA, is aMended to read: 

13 "53-2-101. Fraudulent obtaining of public assistance 

14 treated as theft. Whoever knowingly obtains~ by eeans of a 

15 willfully false state•ent. Qurposeful failure to rgyeal 

16 resource$ or jncgmes representations or iepersonation or 

17 other fraudulent device~ public assistance to which he is 

13 not entitled is guilty of theft as provided in 45-6-301." 

19 ~~OH. Section z. Recipients to report inco•e 

zn not previously declared. Recipients of public assistrlnce 

21 shall notify the depart•ent of social and rehabilitation 

22 services within 10 days of the receipt of any income or 

23 resources not previously declared to the depart~ent• Failure 

24 to report such income or resources is priaa facie evidence 

25 of the violation of [section 31 and 53-2-101. Failure of the 
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depart.ent to verify infor•ation provided by the recipient 

does not absolve the recipient fro• his obligation to 

provide accurate information to the depart.ent. 

NEW SECTIQN. Section 3. OVerpay.ant of assistance 

civil penalty ~hen fraud. {1) If, due to depart•ent error, a 

recipient receives public assistance for which he is not 

eligible• the portion of pay.ant that he is not entitled to 

receive shall be returned to the depart .. nt and is a debt 

_due the state, 

(Z) lf a person obtains any part of an assistance 

pay•ent through fraudulent Deans as specified in 53-2-107• 

125' of the a.uunt of assistance to which the person was not 

entitled shall be repaid and Is a debt due the state. 

-End-

-2- E,c; 
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Approved by Committee 
on Judiciary 

SENATE BILL NO. 376 

INTRODUCED BY McCALLUM, TURNAGE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT REQUIRING RECIPIENTS OF 

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE TO REPORT INCOME NOT PREVIOUSLY DECLARED; 

REQUIRING RECIPIENTS TO REPAY THE STATE FOR ASSISTANCE 

OVERPAYMENTS; PROVIDING A CIVIL PENALTY WHEN FRAUDULENT 

HfANS ARE USED TO OBTAIN ASSISTANCEt--EtARff¥fN6-FAA~8t 

•MEN&fN6-SEEff8N-5~-i-t8iy-MEA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE DF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

See~~on-t.--see~+on-5~-i-t&i~-ME•~-~s-e.ended-~o--reod• 

•s3-i-t&~.--Fro~d~+en~--ob~etftin~-of-~~b+~e-ess+s~enee 

~ree~ed-es-t"ef~.--Whoever-know+n~+y-ob~e+nss-by-.eens-of--e 

w+++f~++y--fo+se--s~e~e.eftty pgrpoaefgt--foi+are:=to-rexeAt 

16 ~~2§~~~-incoeez--re~resent~+on~--or--+~ersono~+en--or 

17 o~her--fre~d~+en~--de¥+ee~-~b++e-ess~~enee-~o-whieh-~-+s 

18 no~-en~+~+ed-+s-9~++~y-of-~eft-es-prev+ded-+n-45-6-38t•• 

19 HfW_SftllQRa Section 1. Recipients to report incoee 

20 not previously declared. Recipients of public assistance 

21 shall notify the departeent of social and rehabilitation 

22 services within 10 days of the receipt of any incoae or 

23 resources not previously declared to the depart•ent. Fe++ere 

24 to-report-saeh-~ne~e-or-rese~rees-ts-pr+MO--fee~~--ev+denee 

25 of-~~e-v+e+e~+on-of-r~eet+on-3i-end-S3-i-t9Je Failure of the 
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depart-ant to verify lnfor•ation provided by the recipient 

does not absolve the recipient fro• his obligation to 

provide dccurate infor•ation to the depart•ent. 

NEW SEtTIQN. Section 2· O¥erpay•ent of assistance 

civil penalty when fraud. (1) If• due to departaent error, a 

recipient receives public assistance for which he is not 

eligible• the portion of pay•ent that he is not entitled to 

receive shall be returned to the depart•ent and• UNTIL FULLY 

~ is a debt due the state. 

{2) If a person obtains any part of an assistance 

pay•ent through fraudulent .aans as specified in 53-2-lOl, 

125~ of the a.ount of assistance to which the person was not 

entitled shall be repaid and. UHJIL EU\LJ PAJQ, Is a debt 

due the state• 

-End-

-2- SB 3"16 

s E C 0 N D R E A D I N G 



~6th Legislature sa 0376J02 

1 

z 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

l3 

1~ 

15 

SENATE Blll NO. 376 

INTRODUCED BY McCALLUMt TURNAGE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT REQUIRING RECIPIENTS OF 

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE TO REPORT INCOME NOT PREVIOUSLY DECLARED; 

REQUIRING RECIPIENTS TO REPAY THE STATE FOR ASSISTANCE 

OVERPAYME~TS; PROVIDING A CIVIL PENALTY WHEN FRAUDUlENT 

"EANS ARE USED TO OBTAIN ASSISTANCEt--B~AR~¥*"6-~RA~ 

AME~&fN6-5E&~f9N-5!-i-t8~.-M64e• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF "ONTANA: 

See~+on-lw--See~+on-5!-e-t~~-~~-+•-~~o--reed• 

•s3-~-~~--~re.d.+~-~e+ft+ft.--of-,.bt+e-... +s~~ 

~rea~d-es-~~•~•--Whoewer-knew+ft9+f-~nss-by-.eens-o•--• 

•+++~t+y--fetse--s~e~e~.--~twt--tattare==to=raxeot 

16 ea2Aar••2-or-tncoe•s--rep~~ee+oft.--er--+~soneeion -or 

17 o~her--•reada+en~--deY+ees--p•blre ess+9t~e-~o-wh+eh-~-ts 

18 no~-en~+t+ed-ts-ga++ty-.. -~t-es-pr-.+ded-fft-~5-6-~t•• 

19 NEW SECTION. Section 1. Recipients ~ report inca.. 

zo 
21 

not previously declared. 

shall notify the depart•ent 

Recipients 

of social 

of public assistance 

and rehabilitation 

zz services within 10 days of the receipt of any inca.e or 

23 resources not previously declared to the depart•ent. Fe+tare 

24 to-repor~-saeh-+ne..e-or-researees-+s-pr+.e--foe+e--ev+denee 

25 of-the-v+o+etton-.. -~oeet+on-!i-en&-5~-i-18f• Failure of the 
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depart.-nt to ,.rlfy lnfor-tion provided by tbe recfptent 

doea not ab&olve t.he reel pi ant fr011 his obllgatf- to 

provide accurate infor•at.ion t.o the depart.ent. 

HEM SfCIJOI. Section 2• OYerpa,_nt. of asals~e 

c1v•1 pepalty when fraud. (1) If• due ~o -.par~ er~orw a 

recipient rec:el-• public aaals~ance for which he '• l'lft 

eligible., the portion of pay.ent that he fs not entitled t.o 

recel,. shall be returned t.o the depart. .. nt and• UNTJL fVI.LY 

U1Jh Is a debt. du~ t.ha at.ate. 

UJ If e person obtains any pitl't. of an -•lsbltee 

pay.ent. ~hf'ough fraudulent •ans as specified a. 5~2-107• 
12~ of the -t of as11111tance to which the person was not 

ent.lt.l ed SN11 be repaId and• UHIIL FUI t:y P.UQ, Is a debt 

due the state. 

-End-

-z- ss 3'16 
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SENATE SILL NO. 376 

INTRODUCED BY HcCALLUMo TURNAGE 

A SILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT REQUIRING RECIPIE~TS OF 

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE TO REPORT INCOKE NOT PREVIOUSLY DECLARED; 

REQUIRING RECIPIENTS TO REPAY THE STATE FOR ASSISTANCE 

OVERPAY~ENTS; PROVIDING A CIVIL PENALTY WHEN FRAUDULENT 

MEANS ARE USED TO OBTAIN ASSISTANCEt--~~AAtF¥+N6-FAAY9t 

AHEN9tN6-SEEfi9N-53-~-i8fy-M~A.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

Seee+e"-t.--seee+on-53-~-;&J~-ME•~-+•-e~nd~-~e--Peed• 

•S3-~-t9fw--Fpe~d~4e"~-o8~e+"+"~-e~-~~8~+e-oss+ste"ee 

treeeed-os-thef~.--Wheeve¥-R"aw+n~4y-ebte+ns%-by-.ee"s-ef--e 

w+++f~i+y--fe+se--seaee~e"t•--~c£aj==fo£ia~c=-tosreyeat 

16 c~1a~~s~~=±acasC%--repPese"tat+o"•--o¥--+~erso"ot+on--or 

17 other--fro~d~+ent--dev+ee1--p~b++e-ess+stenee-to-wh+eh-he-+s 

13 not-ent+t~ed-+s-~~++ty-of-the~t-as-~row+ded-+n-~5-6-39t•• 

19 H~-S~~ Section 1. Recipients to r~port inco~e 

iO not previously declared. Recipients of public assistance 

21 shall notify the depart•ent of social and rehabilitation 

22 services within 1D days of the receipt of any inco•e or 

23 resources not previously declared to the department• Fe+t~re 

24 to-report-s~eh-+"ea•e-or-reso~pees-+s-p¥+•o--~ee+e--e~+denee 

25 of-~he-w+o+ae+on-o~-fseet+&n-3i-end-53-~-teiw Failure of the 
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departaent to ver;fy ;nforaation provided by the recipient 

aoes not absolve the recipient from his obligation to 

provide accurate inforaation to the departaent. 

HEH-Sf~llQ~ Section 2. O~erpayaent of assistance 

civil penalty when fraud. (1) If, due to departaent error, a 

recipient receoves public assistance for which he is not 

eligible. the portion of payaent that he is not entitled to 

receive shall be returned to AI THE -DLitRfilnH_-0£ the 

departaent end~Hfl~-fvttY-P•te, ~s-o-eeb~e.e-the-s~ete. 

(2) lf a person obtains any part of an assistance 

pay•ent through fraudulent eaans as specified in 53-2-107. 

125~ of the aaount of assistance to which the person was not 

entitled shall be repairl ands_UNIIL fULLY PAlQs is a debt 

due the state. 

-End-

-2- 58 376 

R E F E R E N C E B I L L 



HOUSE OF REPRESENATIVES 
March 7, 1979 

Committee of the Whole Amendments to Senate Bill No. 376, third 
reading copy, as follows: 

1. Page 2, lines 8 and 9. 
Following: "returned" 
Strike: "to" 
Insert: "at the discretion of" 
Following: "the department" 
Strike: "and, UNTIL FULLY PAID, is a debt due the state" 

AND AS AMENDED, 
BE CONCURRED IN 


