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SENATE BILL NO. 356 

INTRODUCED BY TOWE, NORMAN 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Local Government. 

Fiscal note requested. 

Fiscal note returned. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass as amended. Report 
adopted. 

Printed and placed on members' 
desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Passed consideration. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to second nouse. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Local Government. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in 
as amended. 
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March 24, 1979 

Narch 26, 1979 

March 28, 1979 

March 29, 1979 

IN THE SENATE 

-2-

Returned from second house. 
Concurred in as amended. 

Second reading, pass con
sideration until March 28, 
1979. 

Second reading, amendments 
adopted. 

Third reading, amendments 
adopted. Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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lNTROOUCEO BY 
6.::::·.756 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: WAN ACT TO REQUIRE SALARIES OF 

CITY JUDGES AND COUNTY JUSTICES NOT TO BE LESS THAN SALARIES 

FOR THE CLERK OF COURT; AMENDING SECTIONS 3-lG-201 AND 

3-11-202, !'!CA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 3-1o-ZOlo MCAo is a.ended to ~e~d: 

•J-lo-2o7. Sala~ies. Lll The board of county 

commissioners shall set salaries for justices of the peace 

by resolution,.--pt"cw+ded-~. S-alaries wu. IItie\ the 

minleym reQUjre•ent$ established b¥ this section. 

t-tti.Z.l -H' ll the salary of the justice of tne peace 

was determined on a fee basis for the years 1971 and 1972o 

he shall receive a •onthly salary of not less thaa 

18 one-eighteenth of the total fees, civil and crieinalo 

19 collected by the justice or his predecessor in office during 

20 tha 2 years 1971 and 1972~s 

21 t~till -H' lf the salary of the justice of the peace 

22 was determined on a nonfee basis for the years 1971 and 

23 1972, the justice shall be paid not less than the highest 

24 salary earned by the justice or his predecessor for the 

25 years 1971 and 1972. 
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LC 01&8/01 

141 The $alarx of the just;ice of the peace •ay not be 

less than the salary for the district clerk or the cpurt io 

that c;ounth 

(SJ In the eyeot his c;ourt js ngt open for husiness 

full ti•e• the juitlce•s salary shall be cgaeen$urate to the 

workload and office bQUf$ of the court.• 

Section 2. Section 3-11-202, MCAo is aaended to read: 

•3-11-202. Salary. .L.ll The annual salary and 

co•pensatlon of city judges aust be fixed by ordinance. 

(2) Ibg salary of tbe city Judge $hall nat be less 

than tbe salarv of the city clerk in tbe city where the 

JUdge bold$ court;. 

(31 In the ayent bls cgurt is not open for bqs!oass 

full_tl••• the Judge•s saJarx shall be cowaeosurate to tbe 

workload and office bQurs of the ~· 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. -...:.2=1""'-9-,...:...7~9 _ 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request received _ --·-·- Feh._.5 ___ . __ . 19 1!1___ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for .. 2!-~~~--- _ --·---- pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965- Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF LEGISLATION: 

Senate Bill 356 ties the salaries of city judges to those paid city clerks and the salaries 
of county justices to those paid clerks of the district court, 

LOCAL IMPACT: 

No data is available regarding the salaries currently paid the 88 Justices of the Peace, 
nor the number of Justices whose courts are not openfor.business full-time, All Clerks 
of District Court are full-time county employees and receive total salaries of $654~294, 
averaging $11,684 statewide. 

City judges and city clerks currently receive salaries averaging $9,450 (clerks) and 
$4,189 (judges). The total salaries currently paid judges statewide is $196,866 and city 

· clerksreceive $444,166. If city judges' salaries were made commensurate with city clerks, 
the added municipal cost would be $247,300 for each year of the biennium. Again, no data 
was available regarding the full or part-time status of individual city judges or city 
clerks . 

~~-1 ot. .t..~.;?t r 
BUDGET DIRECTOR 

·-
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: V' I 2f 
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Approved by Comm. 
on Local Government 

SENATE BILl NOw 3S6 

INTRODUCED BY TO~E• NORMAN 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REQUIRE SALARIES OF 

£~~¥-~~£5-AMB COUNTY JUSTICES NOT TO BE LESS THAN SALARIES 

FOR THE CLERK OF COURT; AMENDING ~&f+9M5 SECTION 3-ID-207 

AMe-~~9~, MCAe• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section le Section 3-lD-207o NCA, is a~nded to read: 

•3-10-201. Salaries. ill The board of county 

cow•i~sioners shall set salaries for justices of the peace 

by re~olution.--pre¥+ded-~· Salaries wust atat the 

alni•nr requjreeeot,s established br this yctfDD. 

t~!Zl +4 lf the salary of the justice of the peace 

was deter•ined on a fee basis for the years 1971 and 197Zo 

he shall receive a .onthly salary of not less than 

18 one-eighteenth of the total feeso civil and crieinal• 

19 collected by the justice or his predecessor in office during 

ZO the Z years 1911 and 197Zta 

21 t~J..ll H lf the salaq• of the justice of the peace 

22 was deter•ined on a nonfee basis for the years 1971 and 

23 1972• the justice shall be paid not less than the highest 

24 ~alary earned by the justice or his predecPssor for the 

25 years 1971 and 1972• 
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l!l The salarr gf the lustlce pf tba peace .. ¥ not be 

~than tba salarr for the district clerk of the court In 

that cgunty• 

''' In the •veai bll cpyr& Ia ngt apep for hu&'09'' 

full tiMe t.he Justice•• ylau •bolJ be c;g oaur«t,e t;q tbe 

warkJQ4d and office bpyrs gf the &eurt-• 

~+-otl-~•--§ee•+-~~I'IEAw •~ -ndad •o-f'ee~ 

~-an-se+etoyw---~ 
..,.._____. .......,--eftd 

• ee ..... slftltlft ef eft:r ••••• -~ 1M fl ... ltw -••--· 

....... he, ... ·-··-

-End-

-2- SB 356 
S E C 0 N D READING 
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SENATE BILL NO• 356 

INTAOOUCEO BY TOWEe NORMAN 

A BILL FDA AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REQUIRE SALARIES Of 

E+f¥-.YBSES AN& COUNTY JUSTICES NOT TO BE LESS THAN SALARIES 

fOR THE CLERK Of COURT; AMENDING SE&f+~ SECTION 3-19-207 

ANe-~-t~8~9 MCAe• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 3-19-2079 MCA9 Is a.anded to read: 

•3-19-207. Salaries. L1.l The board of county 

co••issioners shall set salaries for justices of the peace 

by resolution.--~e.+ded-~. Salaries •ust .. gt the 

al!U.u• rgquireaents established by this section• 

t+t~ +f ~ the salary of the justice of the peace 

~as deterained on a fee basis for the years 1911 and 1912e 

he shall receive a •onthly salary of not less than 

18 one-eighteenth of the total fees• clwll and cri•inale 

19 collected by the justice or his predecessor in office during 

20 the 2 years 1911 and 19T2ta 

21 t~Lll +~ ~ the salary of the justice of the peace 

22 was deter•ined on a nonfee basis for the years 1971 and 

23 19729 the justice shall be paid not less than the highest 

24 ~alary earned by the justice or his predecessor for the 

25 years 1971 and 1972. 
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{41 Tbg salary pf thl JystiGe pf the peacg .. , opt be 

laa&__than the salary fpr tba district clerk pf the cpyrt in 

tb4t CPYQt.Ya 

15) In the event bl1 court Is Dot gpao for by&ingss 

full tl•e• the Justice•• 141ary sb§ll be cg osurate to the 

workload and office bpyrs of the court.• 

S~+--~·~ 3 II Hh f'IE1l.-+s •-ft-11 eo~ 
·~t-f&fw--Se1eryw til flte-----+--s .. epy---eftd 

eeeeen•eeloo ~ eley-t• .. ea ... ~ be-*lxe~ _, er~IRene•• 

~Mtery-ef=ti'W &1\f cJarlt In tlw c••w Mhaa • t":' 
1•11!1•• ho11h •-•b 

flttt=t:+wty-tbtt=j:tnla&a=aetvy ataol1 M c MMrftt:=t;o==tbe 

workload end office ~·•• of __. c•••t•• 

-End-

-2- SB 356 

T H I R D READING 
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SENATE BILL NOe 3S6 

INTROOUCEO BY lOWE• NORMAN 

A 8ILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •aN ACT TO REQUIRE SALARIES Of 

6tf¥-d~86ES-AN8 COUNTY JUSTICES NOT TO 8£ LESS THAN SALARIES 

FOR THE CLER~ OF COURT; AMENDING SE&~8HS $ECIIQN 3-10-207 

ANB-~-tt-~9~. MCAe• 

8E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section l-10-207• MCA• is a .. nded to read: 

•3-10-207. Salaries. 111 The board of county 

co••issioners shall set salaries for justices of the peace 

by resolutlony--prew+eee--~he... S4Jarles -8U&i- ... t the 

lll.ioliiUIB-UQUiU•&D1L.est.abl I sbad b¥ thj s IKt. j GO• 

tttill +f lf the salary of tne justice of the peace 

was deter•ined on a fee basis for the years 1971 and 1972, 

he shall receive a •onthly salary of not less than 

1~ one-ei9hteenth of the total fees• ciwil and c~i•lnal. 

19 collected by the justice o~ his predecessor in office during 

lO tha l yea~s 1971 and l912ta 

2:1 tltL1l +f 1f the salary of the justice of the peace 

22 was deter•lned on a nonfee basis for the years 1911 and 

2:3 1972, the justice shall be paid not less than the highest 

~4 salary earned by the justice or his predecessor for the 

2:5 years 1971 and 1972:. 
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LU-l.llLulaLLOL~ Juatlc• of t.he p .. c• ur DQt. u 
!MAS __ ;han the salarr far ;be dlatriGt clerk qf ~ 

tbn~u.Ot.h.-UllfLAS..f&DaQEo EQR IN $UB$ECIIQH C5 h 

L.ll-lo J;be event. hla...cwrt Ia DQt gpen ...faL_bl.!ilrHIIA 

flllL1.l.8h-tba-J,nl.~ laliCJ aha) 1 be cg=nayrat;e t:P Vw 

..odlaild-..ocL.aUue_b?un ct t:he GAYn.• 
Seet+eo-fw--Seet+eR--j-it-ieey-MEA•-+--... ~d-~-reee. 

•3-tt-f8fw--Se+ePy•---t11 
....... __. ___ ........, __ ... 

ee.,anaet+eo-ef-e+ty-;•eges-.. st-be-f+xed-~y-er4+ftefte8W 

tU==lbe.:=sllililu==af=:t.llt!--cttr-jwtorw~u 

tbaa=tbt=2aiD~a!=lae=~±tx=ct••k==tn--tba--cttx-=wber•--lhe 

::au.=btttdt-bllJ:b 

ttt--tn--tfts;-ewent--biw-coart=+a=oet=opeo=for=..-+ntta 

twtt-t:twu-t:ba-;•t!tll!•-•d•r-•ntJ • • ••••• t:• ·•• 

udl.iud=tiiUI=of.fi.U=IIIIlucof ::t:bt==C'""'t:_. 

-End-

-z- SB 3S6 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
March 15, 1979 

Committee on LOCAL GOVERNMENT Amendments to Senate Bill 356, 
third reading copy, be amended as follows: 

1. Page 2, line 3. 
Following: "county" 
Insert: ", except as provided for in subsection (5)" 

AND AS AMENDED BE CONCURRED IN 


