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5 ·JF AGRICULTURAL LAND FOR PROPERTY TAX PURPOSES BY RECUI~ 

lHAT IT PRODUCE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS FOR S.~LE WORTH AT 4t"!~.-~ 

l~AST AN AVERAGE OF Sl,OOC A YEAR; AMENDING SECTION~~ 

-4n~~ 

[, 

1 

d 15-7-202, MCA•" 

9 

lO 'lE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

ll Section 1· Section 15-7-202, MCAo is amended to read: 

12 "15-7-202. Eligibility of land for valuation as 

13 aor icu1 tur.J1. ( 1} Land which is actively devoted to 

14 dar i cultural use shall be eligible for valuation, 

15 assessment, and taxation as herein provided each year it 

1(, ·occts <'it:too .... -o~ th .. following qualifications: 

l7 (a) the area of such land is not less than 5 

13 contiguous acres when •easured in accordance with provisions 

19 of 15-7-206, and it has been actively devoted to agriculture 

20 during the last growing season, and it continues to be 

l1 dctively devoted to agricultural use, which ~ans: 

22 (i) it is used to produce field crops including but 

23 not 1 imited to qrains. feed crops, fruits, VPJ~tablos; or 

24 (ii) it is used to,. grazing; or 

25 (iii) it is in a cropland retire~~ent prO•jram; tor .lil.ill1 

• 
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l {b) it e~~u+~OPe+~--p~~ has pro4uced for sale 

z o~~tome-eon~~t+on-~-eqtt+ye+~-cr-*S.--~-ae~e--or--~ 

3 &Mft~~~A--~~~-~~~3--ineome--r~r~es~--&f-~he-~r-of 
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eent<-~ttetts-oef'~-+.,--tl'l~--ewnfl',.;o+p ~1 tul"a) products• 

includjo~ liv~~~ ~~~k· worth gt least an average of SlwOQO a 

xear dyrjng the Da~t 3 xears. 

(2) Land shdl1 not be classified or valued as 

aqr I cultural if it is subdivided with stated restrictions 

prohibiting its use far agricultural purposes. 

{3) The graziny on land by a horse or other ani•als 

kept as a hobby and not as a part of a bona fide 

agricultural enterprise shJll not be considered a bona fide 

agricultural operation. 

{!I) The dgpdrtJnJ:M--'lL.J.ilVl'nue pr .i.U_ aggnts may 

requjre a person ~pplv~f2L_~~~~ent of his land dS 

aoJLlJJ.tli..U r..iil--..-t.!Lill'.-9\t hifL~' r::::.·;, L ,;!;J <L:. l\llLiL:; t.,J.t ~!:.l11J.t th.;,t __ ;tb.£ 

land •eets the requjrg7~nt i~pqsed in sybsgctjoo llJ!bl.• 
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I I. . h . . . d Februarv 5 19 79 h . h b b . d F. N n comp l<.~nce w1t d wntten request rece•ve ~---- ____ :..t._ ___________ ., ---~--, t ere 1s ere y su m1tte a 1scal ote 

for . __ -~~~?-_t_~ __ Ilg_l _ _l~] _______ pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965- Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

.. Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

• 
• 

• 
,, 

.. 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION 

This proposed bill amends the definition of agricultural land for property tax purposes by 
requiring that it produce agricultural products for sale worth at least an average of 
$1,000 a year. 

ASSUMPTIONS 

Although the fiscal impact cannot be determined, this legislation should have minimal 
impact on both state and local government revenues • 

FISCAL IMPACT 

Cannot be determined. 

EFFECT ON LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 

Should have minimal impact on local governments • 

PREPARED BY DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 

~J cl'. ~~Jt-
BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: 4./ fi' Jz 9 
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