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SENATE BILL NO. 264 

INTRODUCED BY BOYLAN, HAGER 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Local Government. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass as amended. Report 
adopted. 

Printed and placed on members' 
desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to second house. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Local Government. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in 
as amended. 

IN THE SENATE 

Returned to second house. 
Concurred in as amended. 

Second reading, amendments 
adopted. 

·•. 



March 10, 1979 

-2-

Third reading, amendments 
adopted. Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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46th Legislature LC 1059/01 

1 

2 INTRODUCED 

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AUTHORllE THE COUNTY 

5 GOVERNING BODY AUTHORITY TO CONTROL ANO LICENSE DOGS THROUGH 

6 ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE; REPEALING SECTIONS l-23-2101 

1 THROUGH 7-23-2107 AND l-23-2111 THROUGH 7-23-Zlll• "CA.• 

ll 

9 llE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

1D Section 1. County control of dogs. llt The go~erning 

11 body of the county has pover to regulate. restrain• or 

12 prohibit the running at large of dogs by the adoption of an 

13 ordinance which substantially ca.plies with the provisions 

14 of 7-5-103 through 7-5-107 and vhlch provides for the 

15 wearing of a license tag upon the collar of the dog and the 

16 keeping of a record which will establish the identity of the 

17 person who owns, keeps. or harbors the dog. 

18 (2) The county governing body Is authorized to 

19 i•pound. sell• kill, or otherwise destroy dogs found at 

20 large contrary to ordinances. 

21 (3) Nothing in this section restricts the governing 

22 body fro• enactlnq dog control .. asures in a portion of the 

23 county only. 

24 Section 2. Repealer. Sections 7-23-2101 through 

25 7-23-2107 and 7-23-2111 through 7-23-2117. "CAt are 

1 repealed. 

-End-
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Approved by Comm. 
on Local Government 

SENATE BILL NO. 264 

INTRODUCED BY BOYLAN, HAGER 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE COUNTY 

GOVfRNING BODY AUTHORITY TO CONTROL ANO LICENSE DOGS THROUGH 

ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE; REPEALING SECTIONS l-23-2101 

THROUGH 7-23-2107 AND 7-23-2111 THROUGH 7-23-2111, MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. County control of dogs. (1) The governing 

body of the county has po~er to regulate, restrain• or 

12 prohibit the running at large of dogs by the adoption of an 

13 ordinance which substantially co•plies ~lth the provisions 

14 of 7-5-103 through 7-5-107 and which provide~ MAX PROVIDE 

15 for the ~earing of a license tag upon the collar of the dog 

16 and the keeping of a record which will establish the 

17 identity of the person who owns. keeps• or harbors the dog. 

13 (2) The county governing body is authorized to 

19 impound, sell, kill, or otherwise destroy dogs found at 

20 large contrary to ordinances. 

21 (3) Nothing in this section restricts the governing 

22 body fro• enacting dog control .aasures in a portion of the 

23 county only. 

2 4 ~fi.llD!LZs__llif&LlL~-'1tA-.if.t.I.lilli_lt:l ~LB.UD.ll 

25 Vicious dog control. (1) The county governing oody may 
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regulate. restrain• control, kill• or quarantine any 

vicious, unruly, or ferocious dog, whether such dog is 

licensed or unlicensedo by the adoption of an ordinance 

which substantially ca.plies with the provisions of 7-5-103 

throuqh 7-5-107. 

(2) A violation of any ordinance established as 

provided in subsection (1) Is a •isde .. anor. 

Section 3. Repealer. Sections 7-23-2101 through 

l-23-2107 and l-23-Zlll through 7-23-2117. MtA• are 

repealed. 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 264 

INTRODUCED BY BOYLAN, HAGER 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE COUNTY 

GOVERNING BODY AUTHORITY TO CONTROL AND LICENSE DOGS THROUGH 

ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE; REPEALING SECTIO~S 7-23-2101 

THROUGH 7-23-2107 AND 7-23-2111 THROUGH 7-23-2117, MCA.• 

8E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. County control of dogs. (1) The governing 

body of the county has power to regulate, restrain, or 

prohibit the running at large of dogs by the adoption of an 

13 ordinance which substantially co.plies with the provisions 

14 of 7-5-103 through 7-5-107 and which provfde~ MAY PROYIDE 

15 for the wearing of a license tag upon the collar of the dog 

16 and the keeping of a record which will establish the 

17 identity of the person who owns, keepso or harbors the dog. 

13 (2) The county governing body is authorized to 

19 impound, sell, kill, or otherwise destroy dogs found at 

20 larqe contrary to ordinances. 

21 (3) Nothing in this section restricts the governing 

zz body fro~ enacting dog control .aasures in a portion of the 

23 county only. 

24 i~LlC~_l.__ltlf&E_li_~~ECTION ItlAl_RfAQi~ 

25 Vicious dog control. 111 The county governing body eay 
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regulate• restrain, control, 

vicious, unruly, or ferocious 

licensed or unlicensed• by the 

kill, or quarantine any 

dogo whether such dog is 

adoption of an ordinance 

which substantially co~plies with the provisions of 7-5-103 

through l-5-107. 

(2) A violation of any ordinance established as 

provided In subsection (1) is a •isde•eanor. 

Section 3. Repealer. Sections 7-23-2101 

7-Z3-Z10l and l-23-2111 through 

repealed. 

-End-

-z-
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SENATE BILL NO• 26it 

INTRODUCED BY BOYLANo HA&ER 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE COUNTY 

&OVERNIN& BODY AUTHORITY TO CONTROL AND LICENSE DOGS THROUGH 

ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE; REPEALIN& SECTIONS l-23-2I01 

THROUGH 7-23-2107 AND 7-23-2111 THROUGH 7-23-Zlllo MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. County control of dogs. (1) The governing 

body of the county has power to regulate, restralno or 

prohibit the running at large of dogs by the adoption of an 

ordinance which substantially c~plles with the provisions 

of 7-5-103 through 7-5-107 and Which p..W~ MAY PIOVIQE 

for the wearing of a license tag upon the collar of the dog 

and the keeping of a record which will establish the 

17 identity of the person who ownso keepso or harbors the dog. 

18 

19 

( 2) The county 

i~poundo sello killo or 

governing body is authorized to 

otherwise destroy dogs found at 

20 larga contrary to ordinances. 

21 (3) Nothing in this section restricts the governinq 

22 bOdy fro• enacting dog control .. asures in a portion of the 

23 county only. 
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SECTIDN 2. THEBE IS A NEW KCA ~Oft THAI BE&PSi 

Vicious dog control. 111 The county governing body ~ay 
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regulate, restrain, controlo kill, or quarantine any 

vicious.--wftrw+y.--o~--••~oe~ws dog, whether such dog is 

licensed or unlicensed, by the adoption of an ordinance 

which substantially co•plles with the provisions of 7-5-103 

through 7-5-107• 

121 A violation of any ordinance established as 

provided in subsection Cl) is a •isde .. anor. 

C3l FQI PUBPQSES OF JHIS SEtTIQKs A eyitiQU$ DQ&• IS 

DEFINfD AS ONE MHltH BITES Ql AIIEMPTS IQ BITE &MY HUMAN 

Bflft& MliHQUT !8QVQt6JIQH DB WKitH HA86SSESa tHASESs BIJESo 

t v•n~a ANIMAL• THE TfiM •ANIMAL• 

INtLUQES ALL LIYESTptK AID ANY QPMESJit PETe 

Section 3. Repealer. Sections l-ZJ-2101 

7-23-2107 and 7-23-2111 through 

repealed. 

-End-

-2-
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S8 26ft 
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March 1, 1979 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 

SENATE BILL 264 

third reading copy, be amended as follows: 

1. Page 2, line 2. 
Following: "vicious" 
Strike: ", unruly, or ferocious" 

2. Page 2. 
Following: line 7 
Insert: "(3) For purposes of this secti6n, a •vicious dog" is 

defined as one which bites or attempts to bite any human being 
without provocation or which harasses, chases. bites, or attempts 
to bite any other animal. The term "animal'' includes all 
livestock and any domestic pet." 

AND AS AMENDED, BE CONCURRED IN. 


