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~5"9 / '" BILL NO. 4/CJl~" 

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLFO: "AN ACT TO MINI"IlE: 

~ TRA~SMISSION OF RABIES BY PROHIBITING THE POSSESSION OF 

6 BATS, SKUNKSo FOXES, RACCOONS, OR ANY OTHER WILD ANIMAL 

1 SPeCIES KNOWN TO BE CAPABLE OF TRANSMITTING RABIES TO HUMAN 

a OEI!iGS •" 

9 

10 BE lT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATUP.E OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 Section 1. Definitions. Unless the context requires 

12 otherwise, in this chaoter the following definitions apply: 

13 (l) "Department• •eans the department of health and 

14 unviron"'•'ntal sciences provided for in Titl" 2o chapter lSo 

IS part 21. 

16 (2) •Person• •eans an individual, group of 

17 injividualso partnership• corporation, fir•• or association. 

18 (3) "Wild animal• Means a skunko fox, raccoono bato or 

19 any other species of wild aniaal known to be capable of 

20 transmitting rabies, as deter•ined by the departcent through 

21 rules made pursuant to [this act]. 

22 Section 2. Prohibition of possession of wild animals 

23 exceptions. No person may possess a wild animal unless It 

24 is used in a fur-farming enterprise, contained in a 

25 zoological exhibition in such a ~anner that it may not co•e 
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in physical contact with me~bers of the publico or acquired 

by an educational institution for scientific research. 

Section 3. Quarantine -- destruction testing. ( 1) 

Whenever a person possesses a wild animal, the depart•ent or 

state veterinarian may confiscate the animal for quarantine 

or take any other reasonable action considered necessary to 

protect the public health. 

(2) If a wild ani•al confiscated under subsection (1) 

has bitten or otherwise exposed a person to rabies, the 

aniaal •ust be destroyed and its brain sub•itted to the 

depart•ent of livestock for rabies testing. 

Section ~. Pay.ant of expenses. Expenses incurred by 

th~ state under (section 3J •ust be paid by the person fro• 

who• possession of the wild animal was taken. 

Section 5. Authority to adopt rules. The depart .. nto 

with the approval of the department of livestock, •ay adopt 

rules necessary for the i•plementation and ad•inistration of 

[this o~ctJ. 

Section &. Civil penalty. A person who violates any 

provision of [this act] or rul~s adopted pursuant to [this 

act] is subject to a civil penalty not to exceed 1100 per 

day. Each day of violation constitutes a separate 

violation. 

Section 7. Enforceaent. The department may institute 

and •aintain in the name of the state any necessary 
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~nforcement proceedings. Upon the request of the department, 

2 the county attorney of the county of vlol~tion shall 

3 petition the district court to recov•.r the c ivi 1 P•'n••l ty. 

4 Section a. Collection of money. Money collected 

5 pursuant to [this act] shall be deposited in the state 

6 general fund whenever the depart•ent Institutes and 

7 •aintains the action or in the appropriate county fund 

8 whenever the county attorney petitions the district court. 

-End-
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Approved by Comm. 
on Fish and Game 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO MINIMIZE 

TRANSMISSION OF RABIES BY PROHIBITING THE POSSESSION OF 

BATS, SKUNKSt FOXES, RACCOONS, OR ANY OTHER WILD ANIMAL 

SPECIES KNOWN TO BE CAPABLE OF TRANSMITTING RABIES TO HUMAN 

BEINhSo" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Definitions. Unless the context requires 

otherwise, in this chapter the following definitions apply: 

(l) •Department• •eans the depart•ent of health and 

environmental sciences provided for in Title 2r chapter 15, 

part 21. 

(2) "Person• •eans an individual, group of 

injividualso partnership, corporation, fir•• or association. 

(3) "Wild animal• means a skunk, fox, raccoon. bat, or 

any other species of wild ani.al known to be capable of 

transmitting rabies, a~ determined by the depart.ant through 

rules made pursuant to [this act]. 

Section 2. Prohibition of possession of wild ani•als 

exceptions. No person may possess a wild ani~al unless it 

is used in a fur-farming enterprise, contained in a 

zoological exhibition in such a •anner that It •ay not co•e 
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in physical contact with .eMbers of the publico or acquired 

by an educational institution for scientific research. 

Section 3. Quarantine -- destruction testing. {l) 

Whenever a person possesses a wild anl•alo the departMent or 

state veterinarian aay confiscate the anl•al for quarantine 

or take any other reasonable action considered necessary to 

protect the public health• 

(2) If a wild anlaal confiscated under subsection (1) 

·has bitten or otherwise exposed a person to rabies, the 

ani•al .ust be destroyed and its brain sub•ltted to the 

depart•ent of livestock for rabies testing. 

Section ~. Pay .. nt of expenses• Expenses incurred by 

the state under [section 3] •ust be paid by the person froe 

who• possession of the wild anieal was taken. 

Section s. Authority to adopt rules. The departaento 

with the approval of the depart•ent of livestock• aay adopt 

rules necessary for the i.ple.antation and ad•lnistratlon of 

[this act ]• 

Section 6. Civil penalty. A person who violates any 

provision of [this act] or rules adopted pursuant to {this 

act] is subject to a civil penalty not to exceed '100 per 

day. Each day of violation constitutes a separate 

violation. 

Section 7. Enforce•ent. The department may institute 

and maintain in the na•e of the state any necessary 

-2- e ! 
; 

S E C 0 N D R E A D I N 6 



LC 1273/01 

1 enfo~ce•ent p~oceedlngs. Upon the request of the depart .. nt• 

2 the county atto~ney of the county of violdtlon shall 

J petition the dist~ict court to ~ecove~ the civil p8nalty. 

,. 
s 

6 

Section a. Collection of 

pu~suant to [this act] shall be 

general fund whenever the 

•oney. 

deposited 

depart .. nt 

Money collected 

in the state 

Institutes and 

7 •aintains the action or in the app~opriate county fund 

8 whenever the county attorney petitions the district court. 

-End-
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