
SENATE BILL NO. 256 

INTRODUCED BY LENSINK 

BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND 
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

January 25, 1979 

February 17, 1979 

February 19, 1979 

February 20, 1979 

February 21, 1979 

February 22, 1979 

February 23, 1979 

March 16, 1979 

March 17, 1979 

March 21, 1979 

March 22, 1979 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass as amended. Report 
adopted. 

Printed and placed on members' 
desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to second house. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill 
be concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in 
as amended. 

IN THE SENATE 

Returned from second house~ 
Concurred in as amended. 



March 23, 1979 

March 24, 1979 
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Second reading, amendments 
adopted. 

Third reading, amendments 
adopted. Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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INTRODUCED BY 

BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND 

THE ATTORNEY r.ENE,~AL 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

LAWS RELATING TO STATEWIDE BALLOT ISSUES; AMENDING SECTIONS 

13-27-ZOlo 13-27-ZOZo l3-Z7-301o 13-Z7-3D3, 13-!7-306, 

13-27-31 o, 13-27-312. 13-27-313, 13-27-315. 13-27-"'01, 

13-27-405, 13-27-406• 13-Z7-.10o 13-Zl-501, 13-27-50?, AND 

B5-8-624o MCA; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 1J-Z7-31"' ANO 

13-27-·0lo MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTAN•: 

for 

Section l• Section 13-~-ZOlo MCAo is a.ended to readJ 

•LJ-27-2Dl· For• of petition generally. (1• A petition 

the i nl t I ative, the referendu•• or to call d 

constitutional convention •ust be substantially in the fora 

provided by this chapter. Clerical or technical errors that 

do not interfere with the ability to judge the sufficiency 

of signatures on the petition do not render a petition void. 

(l) Petition sheets aay not exceed 8 l/2 x 14 inches 

in size. Separate sheets of a petition may be f~stened in 

sections of not •ore than 25 sheets. Near the top of each 

sheet containing signature lines aust be printed the title 
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of the statute or constitutional a.end.ent proposed or the 

~asure to be referred or a state.ant that the petition is 

for the purpose of calling a constitutional convention. If 

signature lines are printed on both the front and back of a 

petition sheet, the inforaatlon required above eust appear 

on both the front and back of the sheet. The co•plete text 

of the .ea~ure proposed or referred .u~t be attached to or 

contained vithln each signature sheet if sh-ts are 

circulated separ~tely. The text pf the M9•sure ••st be in 

the bill fpr• prpylde4 In tbe wost recent Issue pf tbe bill 

drafting aaoual furnisbad br tba legislative council. If 

sheets are circulated In sections. the coaplete text of the 

measure •ust be attached to each section.• 

Section z. Section 13-27-zoz, ~CAo Is aeended to read: 

•t3-27-202· Approval of for• required. ~ Before a 

petition may be circulated for signatures, a sa•ple sh&et 

must be subaitted to the secretary of st~te in the for• In 

vhich it wilt be circulated. The secretary of state shall 

refer a copy of the getltipn sheet to the attorney general 

for hl5 approval. Th~ secretary of s;tate and attorney 

general ~ust each reviev the s~ petition for sufficiency 

as to for• and approve or reject the for• of the petitionL 

stating h+s ~reasons t~&r for rejectjon. if anv• ~ 

et~~ey-~enere+-she++-ret~ft-the sheet -tegether--w+th--h., 

ee-ent!l wl ttrift-~worlt+ft~eey,-ttf'ter-reee+-f~~ 

-~-

-:: J,~ . 
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!Zl The secretary of state shall review the co .. ents 

and stateeents of the attorney general recgiyed pur5uant ta 

ll=Zl-312 and make a final decision as to the ~pproval or 

~ppreyet reiectjgn of the fora of the~ petition• The 

secretary of state ---~~ shall send written notice to 

the person who subaitted the getitign sheet of the approval 

or rejection together with reasons for rejection•---++ 

~ieeble• within ~--...k--ef reee+Y~ 28 dal' after 

.i.t!bJIIu.ion gf the petition sMet.• 

Section 3. Section 13-27-30lw MCAw Is aaended to read: 

•13-27-301. Su~ission of petition sheets. Signed 

sheets or sections of petitions shall be sunltt:ed to the 

official responsible for registration of electors in the 

county in which the signatures wer.e obtained no sooner than 

1 year and no later than 2 -k• before the final date for 

filing the petition with the secretary of state. In no eesew 

~--+- verkin~ -dey-~ere--~he fine+-4e~e for flfin• the 

~etltion wl~h ~e--seere~ery of stete ~ ewery ~ 

~ftUt'..--en--i:tte- she•~• -oT seeUons-o+-~he--~~~-

sall•lttedw• 

Section lt. Section 13-Z7-303w KCAw is a.ended to read: 

•-13-27-30~. Veri~icatlon of siqnatures by county 

official. t+t The county official receiving the sheets or 
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sections of a petition shall check the names of all signers 

to verify they are registered electors of the county. In 

addition 9 the official shall randoely select signatures on 

each sheet or section and co•pare thee Nith the signatures 

of the electors as they appear In the registration records 

of the office. If all the randoely selected signatures 

appear to be genuine• the nueber of signatures of registered 

electors on the sheet or section eay be certified to the 

secretary of state vithout further co•parison of signatures. 

If any of the randoely selected signatures do not appear to 

be genuine 9 all signatures on that sheet or section must be 

coepared vlth the signatures In the registration records of 

the office. 

~ 'fhe eeaftt:y-oH +e i •• ~-wh~-sheet.s-f'--e1:Ten~ 

ef ~he pet:it:..., er.--~Md -•-ft-f'MOTn-a--~meet--of' 

.aet+en---+ot"--i~ t:hen -+--workTftg--dey--fOt"--eoe~--r&e 

-y--.wt:end t:~i• t:i.. if--he~-~Y+"e~-tme-werk+oe~ 

Tnwetwed re~a+...-.. ~e~sieftw• 

Section 5. Section 13-2l-306w MCA• is a•ended to read: 

•t3-Z7-306. thallenge to signatures by elector of 

county. A registered elector of a county having reason to 

believe that signature& on a petition that were not among 

those actually co•p.1red with sign""'ures in the registration 

records of the county are not genuine eay file a sworn 

-It-
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statement or affiraatlon of his belief and request for 

comparison of those signatures he believes are not genuine 

with the county official certifying the sheet or section of 

the petition. If any of the cha11Ange•1 signatures are not 

genuine, the county official .ust co~pare all signatures on 

that sheet or section and issue an aaended certificate to 

the secretary of state~ giving the correct number of valid 

signatures• on or befgre the deadline• as prgyjdsd fgr in 

13-27-104. foe filing In the office of the secrgtac• of 

~-" 

Section 6. Section 13-27-310, MCAo Is a.anded to read: 

"13-27-310. Transaittal of Issues cefarr9d b• the 

legislature and ballot ~&PM ~ to the attorney general. 

{1) The secretary of state shall transeit a copy of e ~Monett 

ksue-'1H'OflOsed--by--eny-~-e.-i-~et:.._...-pe~ it: i 1111 -

f'efl!rred- -t:o ~I'M "eOfl+-~e 1 e "el11e pet+1:+oft-ettd-a-eon-ef 

the fora in which t:he a ballot Issue ~gpgsftd by petition 

will appear on ttl@ ballot to the attorney general on the 

same day he-~+fles t:he Hof+e+1H-f+f+n9-of the c0111pleted 

petition js certjfjed to the governor. 

(2) The secretary of state shall trans~it a copy of an 

act referred to the people or a constitutional a.endment 

proposed by the legislature and a copy of the forr in which 

the issue will appear on the ballot to the attorney general 

no later than 6 .anths before the election at which the 
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issue will be voted on by the people. 

t)l If the ballot tor• Ia not ap~rgyed hr the attorney 

ij&peral pursuant to 13-27-llla tbe secretarr of state shall 

! ... d!ately 5Ubelt A QeW ballot fora tO the attorney 

generaJ 8 • 

Section 1. Section 13-27-312• ~CAt Is aeended to read: 

•13-27-312• •t:~erlleY oen~·s •~t:e .. ~ Revjew of 

petition by attoroey general -- preparation of stateweot• 

Wit:hln 18 days ef~er reeel•ln~ a eopf ef a ballot lssa~ 

w+l+ be woted on-~ha peeple,-the et:t:or11a1 generel-sha++ 

ret:arn ~o the s~ery-of-.t:et:e a st:at:e .. nt~-ewceed+ng 

~ werds in ordinary ploln len~ae§e ewp4einlna t:he aenerol 

parposo of~-i-,~-sab•itteda Jhe stet:~--by--the 

~er aenerel ,.,_.., alwe a t:r~~e end i•et"tt'"-~eeettt: 

of'-t:~p--5-itf' the ...... ... plrillt ..... ,_llders'Leot1 

len~ge--ond--+ft-o-aeftftep tttet: Is net: en ergttaeM-oP-~riy 

~f'efti:e-pl"ejud+ee-either ~er-M" against: -the--+--. Lll 

Upon receipt of a petition fro• the offlca ot tbe 5ecretary 

gf $tate pU[$Uilnt tO 13-U-lOZ, the attor!\f:y aeneral _UlaJl. 

~e the petition as to fore. If the petition fore Is 

~~the attorney general 5hal! prepare apd transmit to 

the seccetarv of $tete a concise stateaent ogt exceeding 100 

¥OLd~~ statement shall gxpres& a tr•w and impartial 

~anatlop pf the purpo•• of the prgp6sed ballot is5ue in 

plqin, aa~ynderstOpd Jan~1age• The ltate•ent aay ngt 

-6-
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i a tent jon aJJ ¥ be~ _an _ --~upe at and eay n pt I ntent j goa 11 y be 

written sp as tp create prejudjce fpc or against the 

we as ure. The ...u.a.te.!!Jl1~utl:l-ll~a nt tp tb j s subse t.t.l.nn1 

ynless altered b)' a cpurt under_ [section 10)• js the 

petition title fgr the eeasyre circulated b¥ the petitigo 

and the ballgt title if the eeasyre js placed go tbe ballot• 

121 At the sawe ti•e the $tateeent of purpose js 

prepared. the attorney general $hall prepare 5t•teeent' gf 

La@ i•pljcatjgn of a vote fgr or agajnst a ballot jS$Uftp The 

~eagpts pf i-ollcation •ar be po pore thap 25 wgrd$ each 

.uQ__sball be jn siwple• jepartlal Jaogyage clearl¥ 

••plaioing the eeaning of a vote fgr and d vote •a•in•t th• 

jssye. The ltatewents of i-olicatjgo prepared m•rayaot \Q 

this section• ynless •1\erad by a 'ourt ygdcr f&Bctjpn tQ}• 

are tbe stateaent$ to bg used go the petltjgo apd the ballot 

jf the weasyre js placed on the ballot• Tbe stateweots of 

iRPljcatiop shall be placed beside the djagraw prgy!ded fgr 

aarklng gf the ballot in a wanner si•ilar to the fgllowipg 

e•a•plei 

[] FOR eKtending the right to yote to persons 18 rear$ 

gf age. 

[] AGAINST extendjng the rjgbt tg ypte to ger$0 Ds 18 

years of age. 

Ill If the petitiQD i$ rejected as to far•• the 

attgrner general shall f 0 rward hjs cawwent$ tp the 5ecretarr 
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~te within 10 day$ ~r_recejpt of the petltloo by the 

attorney general. If the petitipn i$ approved a$ to _fQLn1 

t!liL_allP.r.Juiy general sbal 1 forward the_:;.t.rt~t_Qf._p~ 

gnd the statement$ of impljcatjon to the secretarv_Qf_~ 

within 21 day$ after receipt 0 f the petition~ the attorney 

genera).• 

Section A. Section 13-27-313, H(Ao is ameod~d to rea~: 

"13-27-313. Review of ballot fo~ ~ by attorney 

general, ~~--the--,e.e-~+~-he--~e~u~"'---the---st~tement 

e~p+o+ft+"~--the--p~~~,--of--the--+,,aey--the ~ attorney 

general shall examine each ballot fgrm submitted _tQ__b~ 

gfflce pursuant to 13-21-310 apd within 20 day$ of receipt 

gf tbe ballot f 0 rm shall notify the secretary of state af 

his approval or d~a~ve+ rejection of the ballot form for 

the--+~e-~~8-~-the-,.eretery. If the ballot form is 

"et--epproved rejected• the--~e~etery--ef---stete---she++ 

+ewed+~ety--sub-+t-e-new-bft++ot-4orm-ene-not+ee-of-epprew~~ 

or-d+,epprov~-.a,t-be-1+ven-by the attorney general sb~1l 

g~oye or reject a new ballot fprm submitted b~ 

$ecretary pf $tate pursyaot to 13-27-3In!3l within s days of 

receiving the new form.• 

Section 9. Section 13-27-315r ~CAt is amended to read: 

•13-27-315. Steteweftt-8+-Yete Statements by attorn~ 

on issues referred by legislature. Lli ~n-~e-!o1e 

of-en--eet--referred--te--the--peop+e--er--e--eenst+tut+ ~~+ 

-8-
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e•eftdmeftt--p~esed--by-~he--+~s+e~w--~~er~y-of 

~e~e-she++-prepePe-e-s~~~-s~+n~~~n--~he--.ete--by 

wh+eft--~he--+ss~-pessed-eeeft-~se-of-~he-~+s+e~arey~he 

see~~•~y-e~~-sfte++--~e~lft--~e+e+--eopy--of--hrs 

s~e~e.e~-.+~~he-~orney !•nere+~s-ste~~-~he-+ssue 

+ft--~he-ff1'+ffM-1"eeM"ds-ef-f't+s-efl'-i-eew At the SaM t.i M t,ht! 

Attorney ,eneral. pursuant to ll-27-JIJ, infores the 

secretary of state of the apprgyaJ gr rejactjgo pf a ballot 

fora for an issue prqpgsed ty tbe legjslat.ur•• the att.aroey 

general shall forward to the secratary of st.at.e a 5t.ateweot• 

not exceeding 100 wgrds 1 axpressjng a true and laparJial 

explanatjgn pf t.he gurpg$Q pf the aea5yre in plain. easil¥ 

understood language• The stat.eeent. aay not. lnt.ent,ignally be 

an __ araurJent Find BaY not jntgnt j onal ly be wr i ttep to c;,r••t• a 

prejudice for or agajn$t the 1$SYe• Ibe 5t•teweot prepared 

under thjs $ectjoo js known a$ the attorney generaJ•s 

explanatory st.ateaent• 

121 If stateaents of tbe implj,atjgn gf a vote fpr gr 

aganjst a ba!Jgt i$$U& have not been prgyi4ed by the 

legjslatyre. the attorney qenerdl shall prepare t.he 

stdtemeots. Begujre~ents for $\ateeeots of impli,dtion for 

ballot i$$Ue$ referred by t.he lggi$1dt.ure are toe 1a•e ~ 

those proyjded jn 13-27-:Uz for gther balla..L issues. 

Statements Of jmpljcatjgo prepared by the dttorney generdl 

myst be returned t.o the 5ecretdry gf 5tdte no ldt.er than the 
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ti•e $pacified fgr dgproyal of t,be ballot. fpc••• 

NEW SE&IIQN, Section 10, Court review of attorney 

general statements. (1) If the proponents of a ballot 

.easure believe that the state .. nt of purpose or the 

stata .. nts of l~llcatlon of a vote for.ulated by the 

attorney general pursuant to 13-27-312 do not satisfy the 

raquire.ents of 13-27-312. they aay. within 10 days of 

receipt of the notice fr~ the secretary of state provided 

for In 13-Zl-202• file an action in the district court in 

and for the county of lewis and Clark challenging the 

adequacy of the state .. nt and requesting the court to alter 

the stat ... nt. 

(2) {a) Notice shall be served upon the secretary of 

state and upon the attorney general, The action takes 

precedence ovar other cases and aatters in the district 

court. The court shall exa•lne the proposed measure and the 

challenged stat ... nt and shall as soon as possible render a 

decision and certify to the secretary of state a state .. nt 

which the court detereines will eeat the require.ents of 

n-21-:n2. 

(b) A stateeent certified by the court shall be placed 

on the petition for circulation and on the official ballot. 

(3) A copy of the petition in final for• •ust be filed 

in the office of the secretary of state by the proponents. 

(4) loy party eay appeal the order of the district 
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court to the Montana supreMe court by filing a notice of 

appeal within 5 days of the date of the order of the 

di.strlct court. 

Section 11• Section 13-27--\0l, MCAo is a.ended to 

read: 

•13-27--\0l. Vater lnforaation pamphlet. (l} The 

secretary of state shall prepare for printing a voter 

lnforeatlon paaphlet containing the following lnforeation 

for each ballot Issue to be voted on at an election• as 

applicable: 

(a) ~title and co.plete text of the issue; 

fat •~•~• .. n• ef -~ eeer.-••• af e~etat 

tet •~•t• .. ~ ef t~ at~erner ~enerett 

f6tLbl the for• In which the. issue will appear on the 

ballot:; ad 

tetL£:1 argu-nt& advocating approval and rejection of 

the issuet-eM 

tft re-..ta1 er~ .. an~•· 

(2) Whenever eore than one ballot issue is to be voted 

on at a single election, the secretary of state eay publish 

a single paephlet for all of the ballot issues. The 

secretary of state eay arrange the inforaation In the order 

which seees aost appropriate, but the lnforeation for all 

issues In the paephlet shall be presented in the saae 

order.• 

-11-

LC 0595/01 

1 Section 12. Section 13-27-405o MCAo is amended to 

z read: 

3 •13-21-405. Co .. ittee expenses. Each com~ittee is 

4 ·!ntitlcd to receive fun<ls for the preparation of ar<Ju~rents 

s and expenses of eeabers not to exceed ~i5e 1L2Q for a 

6 thre<!-mellber committee and ~i!59 1ZDiJ for a fiv .. -.nemt>er 

1 co••ittee. Itemized claims for actual expenses incurred, 

3 ap~roved by a ll3jority of the co.mittee, shall be submitt~d 

9 to th~ secretary of state for pay111ent from funds 

10 appropriated for that purpose.• 

11 Section 13. s~ction 13-27-406, ~CA, is am~nded to 

lZ read: 

13 •tl-27-406. LiMitation on length of 3rgument timP 

14 of filing. An argu•ent advocating approval or rejection of~ 

15 ballot issue is ll•lted to 500 words and shall be filed, in 

16 typewritten for•• with the secretary of state no 1Jter than 

11 ~9--deys--~++ow+ftg-~fte-~e-by~eh-~he-e~~+ft~meft~-e~-~he 

lf ee~~~ee-we~-~~~-be-~+ed--.+~ft--~he--~ee~~~e~y--e~ 

19 s~~ew-£ft-fte-ee~ey-~y-•ey-eft-e~~umeft~-h~-s~e~~+~~e~-~e~ 

20 ~+++ng--~~~--~heft 70 days before the election at which the 

21 issue will be voted on by the people. A majority of th~ 

.22 com•ittee responsible for preparation must approve and si~n 

23 each argu•ent filed. Separate signed letters of approval of 

24 an ar~ument may be filed with the secretary of state by 

25 "'"lllhei"S. of a committee if necessary to meet the fil ;ng 

-12-
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deadline." 

Section l4o Section 13-27-410• MCA• is a11ended to 

r"ad: 

"13-27-410. Printing and distribution of voter 

information pamphl~t. (1) The secretary of state shdll 

arrange with the department of administration by requisition 

for the printing and delivery of a voter inforsation 

~amphlet for all ballot issues to be sub~ltted to the people 

at least 90 days before the election at which they will be 

submitted. The requisition sh~ll include a delivery list 

providing for ship.ent of the required number o~ pa•phlets 

to each county and to the secretary of state. 

(2) The secretary of state shall esti•ate the number 

of copies necess~ry to furnish one copy to ev~y-YOter-+" 

eeeft-eeu"ty each ~ailing address In the count¥ at which a 

~~~yoter resides and provide for an extra supply of 

the pamphlets in his office in detercining the nucber of 

vvt~r pan,phlet,; to be ordered in the requisition. 

(3) The d~partment of administration shall call for 

oiJ5 an:l contr3ct with the lowest bidder for tM printin•J 

and delivery of the voter information pamphlet. The contrdCt 

s~1all require completion of printing and shipm~nt. as 

specified on the delivery llstt of the voter info~mation 

pamohlets by not later than 30 days before th<' election at 

which the ballot issues will be voted on by the people. 

-13-
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141 The county official responsible for voter 

registration in each county shall mail one copy of the voter 

information pamphlet to each re~·~~~-vo~er-e~~-eoa~ 

•ailjo~ address jn the count¥ at wbjcb a re~jstered voter 

reiides no later than 2 weeks after the pa•phlets are 

received fro. the printer. 

(51 Ten copies of the voter iofor•ation pa•phlet shalt 

be available at each precinct for use by any voter wishing 

to raad the explanatory lnfor•atlon and co•ptete text before 

voting on the ballot issues.• 

Section 15. Section 13-27-501, MCAt is acended to 

read: 

•13-27-501. Secretary of state to certify ballot for•• 

The secretary of state shall furnish to the of~icial of each 

county responsible for preparation and printing of the 

ballots, at the sa.e tiae as he certifies the na•es of the 

persons who are candidates for offices to be filled at the 

election. a certified copy of the fora in which each ballot 

issue to be voted on by the peopl~ at that election is to 

appedr on th~ bdllot. Unless otherwiso provided in the 

legislative act or petition placing the issue on the ballot. 

the secretary of state shall list fo~ each issue the numbero 

the method of placeaent on the balloto the title, ~ 

attorney general's explanatory ~menta jf appljcableo and 

th~ statements of the implication of a vote for or against 
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the issue th~t are to be placed beside the diaJr~m for 

m3rking the ballot. The secretary of state shall use for 

e-.ch b.11lot issue the title of the l~r;i"ilativ" -.ct., QL 

legislative constitutional proposdl'l' or h~~+e~--T~~~ 

~8pe~e8-hy-efty-~pe--&#--+ft+~~+ .. --p~+~+on--u~~~~-~he~ 

t~+e--ewe~~--~-w&re, the t!tJe ~royjded by the attQLDey 

~ral qr djstrjct coy~t· •~+~+e-of-t89-wer6s-or-+~~--•er 

~-h~++~--,he++--~-prewided -hy--~e-+eg+~~re-or-~he 

er.-n+r~+Oft-e+ree+~~~he-~t+on-+•-the-o#f+e+e+-~t+e 

e.eeed~-~&9-word~· Following the nu~er of the ballot issueo 

the secretary of state shall include one of the following 

stateaents to identify why the issue bas been placed on the 

ballot: 

(1) an act referred by the l•gislature; 

(2) an a.endaent to the constitution proposed by the 

legislature; 

(3) an act of the legislature referred by referendu• 

petition; or 

(4) a law or constitutional a~end.ant proposed by 

Initiative petition.• 

Section 16. Section 13-27-502, MtAo is aaended to 

read: 

•13-27-502. Preparation of ballots by county 

o.ffi-ciaJs. Each of the county officials responsi-ble for the 

preparation and printing of the ballots shall print the 

-15-
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ballot issues on the official ballot in the form and orrler 

in which the issues have been certifi9d by the secretary of 

statu. All bdllot issues shall be placed on the official 

~allot prescribed hy 13-12-212. 13-17-20~ and 13-17-206, or 

13-18-201 through 13-18-206 unless specific written approval 

by th~ secretary of Stdte for placing the ballot issues on r. 

separate ballot is received by the official responsible for 

printing the ballot. The secretary of state may issue such 

appr~val only when the nu•ber of issues to be voted on at an 

election •akes it +~b+e impractjca! to print the ~ntire 

balloto including the ballot issues, on the offirial ballot 

as prescribed by 13-12-Zllo 13-17-205 and 13-17-206• or 

13-18-201 through 13-18-206.• 

NEW $ECIIQN. Section 17• Li•itation on title of 

referred 1egislation. All bills referred by the legislature 

to a vote of the people shall have a title of no more th~n 

100 words. 

Section 18. Section 85-8-62'to ~CAo is amended to read. 

•85-6-62~. Assess•ents on improvements -- t.•xpayers • 

a~provalo li•itations. and election procedures. (1t 1t shall 

require a vote of the persons on the assessment rolls in any 

existing district to make Chapter 409o laws of 1973o 

applicable to such districts. 

(2} Nothin~ in Chapter 409• Laws of 1973o confers upon 

districts created for arainage purposes only the authority 

-16-
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to levy assessments on benefits to i~provements. 

[3) The election provided for by subsection (1) sh~ll 

be governed by the following rules: 

(a) Notice of the electi~n shall be as provided in 

85-8-303, except that the for• of the ballot shall be as 

hereinafter provided. 

(bJ The manner of conducting the election shall be as 

~rovided in 85-8-304. 

(c) The qualifications of electors shall be as 

provided in 85-8-305, exce~t thato in addition to persons 

holding title or evidence of title to lands within the 

district, any person as therein defined who does not ovn 

land within the district but has been assessed or will have 

his improvements assessed under Chapter 409, laws of 1913, 

or who will be assessed for benefits received shall be 

entitl~d to one vote. Co~issioners shall prepare a 1 ist of 

such persons and give them notice as provided in 85-B-303. 

(d) The commissioners of any district in existence 

19 prior to March Zlo 1973, who wish to hold an election to 

20 determine if the district shall be governed by Chapter 40~, 

21 LJws of 1973, shall at any regular or special .eeting adopt 

22 a resolution calling for an election to determine whether or 

23 not the voters of said district wish to be govern@d by 

24 Lhapter 409, Laws of 1973. The resolution shall con~ain a 

~5 short summary of the changes ~ade by Chapter 409, la~s of 
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1913, and shall include the su•aary as part of the notice 

provided for by 85-S-303. In addition, the co•mission shall 

provide copies of Chapter 409, laws of l9T3o to any person 

interested in obtaining a copy of the sa.e and the notice to 

the persons In the district calling the election shall 

describe where and ho~ copies aay be obtained. The 

co .. lssioners •ay authorize a reasonable charge for 

providing said copies, not to exceed 20 cents per page. 

Ce) The ballot shall include the su..ary as provided 

for in th~ preceding subsection and the for• of the ballot 

shall conform, as closely as possible, to that set forth in 

~~~ Title 13. chapter 27. 

(f) A simple cajority of those who cast valid ballots 

shall deter•ine the outcome of the el~ction.• 

Section 19o Repealer. Sections 

13-27-lt07o MCA, are repealed. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
llJ:OllEST NO 504-79 . ·------------

FISCAL NOTE 

Foul/ /U)·/5 _....__ ________________ _ 
----· ------·----

In compliance with a written request received __ t1~.t:9h _f.~ ... ·----, 19 _7~---, there is her~by submitted a Fiscal Note 

lor ._. -. SJL ~-~ ~---- -·--. -·--- ---- pursuant to Chap\t!r 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 ·Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

Backnround information used in developing this Fisral Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legis!: ture upon ref1uest. 

FISCAL NOTE BASED ON REFERENCE COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

Generally revise laws relating to statewide ballot issues. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

Funds needed for committee expenses will be less due to decrease in allowable 
dollar amount. Average of 18 committees appointed based on number of 1976 & 
1978 committee appointments. 
Number of copies of voter information pamphlets ordered will be approximately 
the same due to increased voter registration balanced by fewer pamphlets neede< 
since only 1 pamphlet will have to be sent to a residence having more than 1 
registered voter with the same last name. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Expenditures Under Proposed Legislation 
Personal Services 
Operating Expenses 
Capital Outlay 

Total Expenditures Under Proposed Legislation 
Less: Expenditures Under Current Law 
Increased Expenditures Under Proposed Legislation 
/)r, /:' ,1>;: 

LOCAL IMPACT: 

0 
$2,400 

0 

$2,400 
$3,300 
$ 900 

Amount of postage expended for mailing of pamphlets (based on method used 
in each county) could decrease by an approximate ~. 

LONG-RANGE EFFECTS: 
Better administrative review procedures, more explicit explanation of ballot 
measures to voters causing fewer possible court cases. Could result in fewer 
number of pamphlets to be printed upon purging of registration files after 
presidential election in 1980. 

...i-~-_J a'. g;. t.r:~t 
BUDGET DIRECTOR U 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: __ _'!_j.)l_i'!L ______ _ 
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SENATE SILL NO. 256 

INTRODUCED BY LENSlNK 

BY ~tOUEST OF THE SECRETARY QF STATE AND 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO GENERALLY RE~ISE THE 

LAWS RELATING TO STATEWIDF BALLOT ISSUES; AMENDING SECTIONS 

13-27-201. U-27-202, 13-27-JDlo 13-27-303o ll-27-l06o 

13-21-310o 13-H-312o 13-27-313• 13-27-315, 13-27-'tOl, 

13-27-405, 13-27-406o 13-27-410o l3-27-501o ll-27-502o AND 

85-8-624o HCA; AND REPEALING SEE.t8HS 5E(IION 13-27-ll't AN& 

%3-ii-49io HCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section ll-27-20lo MCAo is aaended to read: 

"13-27-201. For• of petition generally. (1) A petition 

for the initiative, the referendu•• or to call a 

constitutional convention must be substantially in the for• 

provided by this chapter. Clerical or technical errors that 

do not interfere with the ability to judge the sufficiency 

of signatures on the petition do not render a petition void. 

(2) Petition sheets •ay not exceed 8 1/2 x l't inches 

in size. Separate sheets of a petition •ay be fastened in 

sections of not more than 25 sheets. Near the top of each 

sheet containing signature lines must be printed the title 
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of the statute or constitutional a•endeent proposed or the 

measure to be referred or a state .. nt that th4 petition is 

for the purpose of callinq a constitutional convention. If 

signature lines are printed on both the front and back of a 

petition sheet, the infor-tion required above aust appear 

on both the front and back of the sheet• The coaplete text 

of the .easure proposed or referred •ust be attached to or 

contained within each signature sheet if sheets are 

circulated separately. Ibe \A¥t of the eaa&ure eust ba lD 

tba_bi)J fpre grgxjded jo tht-eost recent ;,sua_of tbe bill 

drafting ••oyal fucnlsbAd_ by tba legislative council• If 

sheets are circulated in sections, the coeplete text of the 

.easure •ust be attached to each section.• 

Section z. Section tl-27-202o "CA, is .-ended to read: 

•tl-27-202. Approval of fora required. Lll Before a 

petition •ay be circulated for signatures, a sa•ple sheet 

.ust be subaitted to the secretary of state in the fora in 

•hich it will be circulated. The secretary of state shall 

refer a copy of the petition sheet to the attorney general 

for his approval. The secretary. of state and attorney 

<Jeneral IIIUSt each review the ~heet WllltiQ.Q for sufficiency 

as to fore and approve or reject the fora of the petition£ 

stating ~•~ tna reasons the~ef~ ~ rejectiwD£ if any. ~he 

atterney-~enera•-~he••-retdrn-the-~heet--together--w+th--h+~ 

eo .. ent~-w+tb+n-~-we~k+ng-dey~-efte~-~eea+v+n~-+t• 

-2- 58 256 
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1Zl The secretary of state shall revlew the caa.ants 

.miLttilt&lltlllU of the attorney general ~ll!iHLlliiUIYDL..t..a 

ll=Z~ and ea~e a final decision as to the approval or 

d+seppreve+ rejcctjgo of the fore of the she~ ~ltiGo• The 

secretary of state .. s~-~+fy shall send wrjtteg notjce tq 

the person who subeltted the getitjgo sheet of t~e approval 

or rejection together with reasons for rejectionv---~ 

epp++e~ within t--.eek--ef--reee ... ft1 21 days after 

~ejssjgn of the DRtiLioa sheet.• 

Section 3. Section 13-27-301, MCAo Is a .. nded to read: 

•lJ-2Y-JOle Su~ission of petition sheets. Signed 

sheets or sections of petitions shall be subeitted to the 

official responsible for r~istration of electors in the 

county in which the signatures were obtained no sooner than 

l year and no later th- 2 weetc.s before the final done for 

flllnq the petition with the secretary of itate. +n-fte-eesev 

hewe.erv--•ey--e--persen--s.~+~--e--~~--er--see~+en-of-e 

pe~+~en-~~he-eeon~-eff+e~e+-se-+e._--es--~o--e++ow--+ess 

.,._--t---~-ttey--ftefere----f+nef-dHe-fer-f>H+tti)-~M 

pe~+t+on--w~h--the--seere~ary--of--stete--fer---every---~88 

•+•n~e--.n--the--s~-er--,.et+ons--of--the--pet+t+on 

:\ttdJII~~~-· 

Section-. •. Section 13-27-303, NCA. is aeended to read: 

•13-27-303. Verification of signatures by county 

official. fit The county official receiving the sheets or 

-3- SB 256 
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sections of a petition shall check the na•es of all signP.rs 

to verify they are registered electors of the county. In 

dddition. the official shall randa.ly select signatures on 

each sheet or section and co•pare them with the signatures 

of the electors as they appear in the registration records 

of the office. If all the randomly selected signatures 

appear to be genuine• the nueber of signatures of registered 

electors on the sh .. t or section may be certified to the 

secretary of state without further comparison of signatures. 

If any of the randoely selected signatures do not appear to 

be 98ftUineo all sigaet.ures on that sh-t or section 110st be 

coepared with the signatures in the registration records of 

the office. 

t~t--~he-ee~y-eff+e+e+-~e-whc•-~he-shee~s-e~-••et~ens 

of-~~-~~+on-ere-.-b~~~ed-.ay--ne~--rete~~--e--sheet--er 

seet+en---fer--fon§er--~ha~--i--werk+~--dey--fer--@ee"--~&9 

t+9ne~area-en-.he-thee~-or-..et+on•~he-eeer~ery--ef--s~ete 

.. y--e~-~+s--~+ee--+f--he--+s--eonv+need--~he-we~kfee~ 

*"w~r•4B+ree-e~a~en.• 

Section s. Section 13-27-301>• MCA. is amended to read: 

•13-27-306. Challenge to signatures by elector of 

county. A registered elector of a county having reason to 

believe that signatures on a petition that were not among 

those actually compared with signatures in the registration 

records of the county are not 9enuine may file a sworn 

-It- SB 256 
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statement ~r affirMation of his belief and requ~st for 

comparison of those signatures he believes are not genuine 

with the county official certifying the sheet or section of 

the petition. If any of the challenged signatures are not 

genuine, the county official .ust coepare all signatures on 

that sheet or section and issue an amended certificate to 

the secretary of state~ giving the correct nu•ber of valid 

signatures£-2D_gr before tbe deadline• as groyjded for jo 

ll=Z~l04o for filing in the offjce of the secretary of 

~~·" 

Section 6. Section 13-27-310• MCAo is a.ended to read: 

•13-27-310. Trans•ittal of issues referred by tbe 

~~~YL~ and ballot~~·~ to the attorney general. 

(11 The secretary of state shall transelt a copy of e-be++ot 

?ssHe--proposed--by--eftY--type--o~--~n+t+et+ye--pet+t+on--or 

referred--to-t"e-peop+e-by-referenda•-p~+t+en-end-e-eopy-of 

the for• in which t~e ~-b411Qt issue proposed by A§tltlon 

will appear on the ballot to the attorney general on the 

same day ~e-eert+f+es-the-~f+e+e+-f+++n~-ef the ca.pleted 

petition ~-~eLti!i~ to the governor. 

[.2) The secretary of state shall trans~it a copy of an 

act referred to the people or a constitutional a.end .. nt 

proposed by the legislature and a copy of the fore in Nhich 

the issue wi11 appear on the ballot to the attorney general 

no later than 6 •onths before the election at which the 
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issue Nill be voted on by the people. 

(3) If tne ballot for• js not aoproyed b¥ tbe attorney 

~ener~l gYL~l-tP-ll:21-313o the iecretary of~~~ 

i..,di«t•Jr tubait a new ballot for• to the attorney 

QltO@fAI.• 

Section 7. Section ll-27-312• MCA. is aDended to read: 

*13-27-312• ~ttorney--99nere+&s--stete8ent Revjew pf 

petition by attorney gaperal -- pregaratjon__Qf state~. 

tt+t:lt+tl-*8-fty9-84't~eeririft')-e-eoi"Y-ef'-e-M++et-+ssee-tftei: 

w+~+--ee--Yetee-eft--y-the-peeptey-the-e~terney-genePet-she~~ 

reflH'ft-N-ttle-eeereHry-~-.tete-e-,teteeeM--ot--weeed+tt') 

t&e--werds-+ft-ord+nery-p~+n-+e~~-e•p~e+ft+n.-the-genere+ 

~rpese--ef'--the--+••~•--sa~e+ttedw--fhe--stet .. ent--by--the 

ettorftey--genere+--she++-~+Ye-e-tree-end-+e~ert+e+-stete•ent 

ef-tfte-p.rpe .. s-ef'-the-tss .. --+~-p~efny--ees++y--~dersteod 

+eng•ege--end--+ft-e-.. nfter-thet-+s-not-Oft-er~eeM-er-~+ke4y 

te-ereete-prej•4+ee-e+ther-f'er-or---.a+nst--the--+.s~ Lll 

UQPD--LeCeipt of a QMtition froe the offjce of the iecretary 

RL-atate puriuaut_tP-ll:ZI=l2Z• tbe attorney gtQeraJ shall 

eue.i.DJI the peUliQD_u_to_~r•• If the get it ion f or• i s 

~~-UliL.iU~LQU_ggou_sll_w.Ul gr ega r e ao:Lt.LU~ln!i.Lt..a 

the ,ecretarr gf-1t~~~se ita&eeant not excgedjog 100 

11tQLl1u_!llU_ll4tlil.l!eJlLib~lLHI1Ull--4--t.r.Ys:_M!d i ~~ga ct ill 

~.mat. i on of t.b!WlYLIUlU_g Lt.WLiolLWl!Ui!..ILb • .U.l.aL.i.ll..llLi.D. 

g,L)iJh...ll..Ui.l.¥-loiJlW:~o~Ll..ao~a.Qb__lbL-UilteiDiUll. may nJn 
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i:DHelteo•th IlL-ilL argyunt: and •ax not iJ!Unti!lfttt):h btl 

.. , i uen $0~-~utJI_QLa,j..Yd i c.e [Qt;_QL __ 4Q4.ia.u.._-U)e 

aeasuc•· Ibe st:ataeeot_gL&QArRd pursuant LQ_tb~~i«ttjonl 

ynleaa alter@d bv a ,oyrt; yndar [lectjao__lOJ• js \he 

pet. i u oo ti t;l• for t.ba_..tiSILLsau.u.lAUL_tl.¥:-the petit ion 

.ad.. the ballot. t; j Ua If tba Ma.w.u_l~f;l.IL.QD-1111: ballot;. 

C2i At t;ha a.aa_-Liaa__tba stateeept; __ ~rpgse js 

pcagarM4w t.bc at;t;orQAX general shall grepar• st;at;ft8Cntl gf 

t.ba iaplicat.ion gf a vote fpc or againlt a bollaL-i$1U9• Iba 

A14l&went.l pf i~Jj,at:jon ••r be po •ore t;bap zs MQCd$ each 

.od_ shalt be in tieplee i .. arUal Jangyage clearlr 

axplainiog t;ha .,apjpg of • vote fgr •od a xpt;e •u•intt; t;be 

LilY•• Ib« sLateeent;s gf~~ prepared pyrsuaot; t;g 

thjs ~~tigo. yqlell altered bX t·£pyrt ynd9[ (section lO)e 

au t.hlt st«t;_.,u to be uaed on tbe oet. j t; I on ap~~llGt 

if tb• ••aaure ji al+e•d on the ballot.a--lb•--~~~--At 

jwpljcatjQQ 1h4ll be pi4Cad_beside t.ba dj4Qra• provided for 

.. ,,ingot tba baJlGt-ip a ••goer tlejtar t.A t;he foJlgwigg .. ..,,.; 
FOB nt.JIIllliDQ th@ r i gbt. to you to Pt:.UJXLL.ll-XUU 

of age. 

A&&lfiiSX U Upd j pg t;ba r j gbt; to yote _lQ.. oer $001 18 

nan of age. 

.uJ._il_..tbe Det;il,i.g_Q_.U re ject;ed _.u__t,Q__[Q.tii.L.~ 

~ll)' geoeul l!Jb4l.l_fQL!dLI1 hil cowenti to Ute~UU 
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of stat;« wjtbio 10 daYS aft,er recaipt; gf tbe~jtjon bx_t~ 

.U.t.su.nn_general. lL.tb.e-Aet.il.i on is approye.~L-ALJ.Q..~ 

ttu:_--<l~Ul2¥.-Qf;lllllLll-.ibUL!QU(jlLQ_tlJI;l_st.U.aiUlLQf__pw:~ 

<liULUl~te!!!epU pf jmplu.a.t_jpo to thiL:&~UUU-QLJUt..e 

.U.tbln 21 4aJI •Uar recejpt of tile petition--11¥-tll.iL.aU..!l:LnU 

gt~~l.a" 

Section 8. Section 13-27-313. MCA• is amended to read: 

"13-21-313. Review of ballot for• f~ by attorney 

general. •~--~he--s~e--~ .. e--he--re~urns---~he---~~e~eme~~ 

ewp~ein+n~--~he--~~Pposes--ef--~he--issue.--~he Ib& attorney 

general $bill 1 axMiM a&<:b b4l Jgt; form :aubl!i tted t;o _bU. 

Qffi~ pyrsyapt; to 13-27-310 apd wjthjn ZO_Qa~gf_L~ 

pf t;be ballot. fp~ shall notify the secretary of state of 

his approval or d+tepprove~ rejection of the ballot form fer 

~he--+ssue-s~ba+~~ed-~y-~he-seere~ry. If t.he ballot form is 

ne~--ep~roved ~he--seere~ery--ef---~~e~e---she++ 

? ... d+~e+y--s~h .. e-e-new-ea++e~-ferm-e~-na~+ee-ef-appreve+ 

er-d+•eppraYO+-.a~-be-~+ven-by the attorney ~eneral ~ball 

iiiPPCOYa Qr reJect; a oe11.... bal 1 ot fprm ~Ue.d--luJ.Il.e 

~etarv of-S~~.nt._t.o_l3-21 310Ll1 within ~ days of 

receiving the new for••" 

Section 9. Section 13-27-315• MCAo is amended to read: 

"13-27-315. s~~ .. eftt-ef-ve~e itateaeo~-bx-~Lne¥ 

g&Qf;l£al on issues referred by legislature. L~ ~n-~he-eese 

ef-en--eet--referred--~e-~he--peep~e--er--e--eenst+~ut+en•+ 

-8- SB 256 
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omend•en~--prepe~~d--by--the--te~+~totare~--the-~eeretery-e+ 

~to~e-~~e++-prepore-e-steteaent-sett+n~-ferth--tne--.ete--by 

wh+e~--the--+~~ae--pessed-eeeh-hease-ef-the-te~+~tetare·-~~e 

~eere~ery-ef-~tete--shett--f++e--eo--eff+e+e+--eepy--ef--h+s 

~~ft~emeot-•+tn-the-atteroey-~eoeretas-stete•ent-on-~he-+ss .. 

Tn--the-aff+e+et-reeerd~-of-h+s-off+eew A1-tne_~4S~tlm~~ 

~tQLO~X--~~ue,~lL-~~uant to l3-21-313s---1~--_t~ 

~~r.L d .U¥--2L.il..U.iLQ{-tiJLapp r oval OL-.c..a.iKUQn_gL.Llbtll.IU. 

[QLm_!aL-~~~PLQP~~tbe legisl~t"t•• the attotn&¥ 

~ueral_.iball-io~aLd_tg_tQe_.i8~a14t¥ of lt4Le-~tata•ant. 

~t _ _e~t.!Oedj ng JJUL-'IO~.L-..JIIU)ren ing a true aost IJIDirt.iill. 

I~IH1!!L.it..l2~--lAJlWWQJa...Ibe lhtelltf!nt Wd)' not iaUntton«iiJ' tHl 

atLaLSH~m~ot._JiWL.aa¥-llllt :ta..Uati..aDatb ll:~~n.J.Il-UIJ.4U._Q 

~ej~~-fOL-QL agajnst-tbB-ii$U8a Ibe stoteaent prepared 

~J!!L _ _i.hi~-.i~~oa__js kpowp a, tbe ~ttorpey geperaJ•s 

!!~plao~or¥~atements 

ill_ lf jta~£At.i-aL_t.ba_iagljcatjop gf d vote fgr QL 

~.miU a RaHat inua han QQt. lleeo prgyided lly t.he 

ie~.il~JLt~~i!-illl.at.~~--_.ib..lll---D~U...-_l.b!: 

~~~Ot5• Beq~remJ:nt$ for statem8QL.i of jmpli~tiOD-iaL 

IJAllQt illuel refereed AY the legj,lature ace the 1••e ~ 

t.!lSI~~--JU.Qlt.idlld__i.n ll-Zl::J.U_fg.L_Ot.tlftL.JlU.lot......iUYUa 

~~ent$ gf implication pcep~red by tbll attorn&¥- geoeral 

.u~~e\ULD&d-to tbe secr11tary gf state po Jatec thap tbe 
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t.lsc-.iWtt.illtUL!aL_APQJ:ov:aJ c;f the bo11 at fQU.a• 

HEW-~IlDKa Section 10. Court review of a~torney 

general stateaents. (lJ If the proponen~s of a ballot 

.aasure believe that the state .. nt of purvose or the 

state•ent.s of l.pllcation of a vote formulated by the 

attorney general pursuant to 13-27-312 do not satisfy the 

require .. nts of 13-21-312. they •ayw within 10 days of 

receipt of the notice fro• the secretary of 5tate provided 

for In 13-2T-zoz. file an action in the dlstrlc~ court in 

and for the county of Lewis and Clark challenging the 

adequacy of the state .. nt and requesting the court to alter 

the state .. nt. 

(2) (a) Notice shall be served upon the secretary of 

state and upon the attorney general. The action takes 

precedence over other cases and •attars in the district 

court. The court shall exa•lne ~he proposed aeasure and the 

challenged stJt .. ent and shall as soon as possible render a 

decision and certify to the secretary of state a state•ent 

~hich the court deter•ines will aeet the requira.ents of 

13-27-312. 

(bJ A state~ent certified by the court shall be placed 

on the petition for circulation and on the official ballot. 

Ill A copy of the petition ln final fora •ust be filed 

in the office of the secretary of state by the proponents • 

{41 Any party •ay appeal the order of the district 

-10- S.8 256 
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court to the Montana supreae court by fiJing a notice of 

app~al within 5 days of the date of the order of the 

district court. 

Section 11. Section 13-27-o\Olo ~cA, is a•en~ed to 

read: 

•13-21-~1. Voter lnfor•atlon pa•phlet. (1) Th~ 

secretary ef state shall prepare for printing a voter 

infor..tlon peapnlet containing the following infor•ation 

for each ballot issue to be voted on at an electlono as 

appl e.·.able: 

(•J HJ.l.al title end e-..lete t-t of tiM Issue; 

~--••~~-••-•he-•ee•.-e~y-of-••••~ 

tet--•t .. ~-.. -•~ .. ~~-~re+~ 

tdtLbl the for• in which the .issue will appear on the 

ballot:; Ud 

tei~ arguaents advocating approval and rejection of 

the I ssuet-efttf&-Aml 

~--ree.tte+-e., • ..n.,(DI REBUIIAl ARGUMENTS. 

121 THE PAftPHLET SHALL ALSO CONTAIN 6 NOTICE ADYISING 

IHE RECIPIENT MHEBE AQQITIQNlL CQPIES DE THE PAePHLEI ~ 

OBTAINED, 

titLll Whenever ~re than on~ ballot issue is to be 

voted on at a single electiono the secretary of 

puolish a single paaphlet for all of the ballot 

state •ay 

issues. The 

&ecretary of state eay arrange the inforeation in the order 

-11- ss 256 
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which see•s ~st appropriate• but the inforeation for all 

Issues in the paephlet shall be presented in the same 

order.• 

Section 12. Section 13-27-405o MCA, is amended to 

read: 

w13-27-405. Committee expenses. Each committee is 

entitled to receive funds for the preparation of argu~ents 

and expenses of ee.Oers not to exceed 5~59 1laQ for a 

three-eeeber co .. ittee and •~59 1ZQn for a five-~mber 

co .. ittee. Ite•ized clai•s for actual expenses incurred• 

approved by a •ajority of the co .. ltteeo shall be submitted 

to the secretary of state for payment 

appropriated for that purpose.• 

Section 13• Section 13-27-'t06o MCAo is 

read: 

from funds 

a111ended to 

•13-Zl-'t06. Lieitation on length of argument time 

of filing. An argument advocating approval or rejection of a 

ballot is•ue is li•ited to 500 words and shall be filed, in 

typewritten formo with the secretary of state no later than 

39~-eeys--fe•+••+nt-~-de~e-~y-.h+e~-~he-eppe+n~men~-of-~~e 

ee .. +tt:ee-•as-reqa+red-t:o-ee-f++ed--w+t~--the--seeretery--o+ 

••at:e•-ln-no-eesey-he .. Ye••-••y-en-er,~ent-be-su~~tted-for 

f+•+n,--•e~r--•hen ~e ~ days before the election at which 

th~ issue will be voted on by the people. A majority of the 

co.mitt~e responsible for preparation must approve and sion 

-12- SB 256 
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each arqument fio~d. Separate signed letters of approval of 

an argument may be filed ~ith the secretary of state by 

members of 3 committee if necessary to ~e~t the filing 

deadline.w 

Section 14. Section 13-27-410• MCA• is a-nded to 

read: 

"13-27-410· Printing and distribution of voter 

information pamphlet. (1) The secretary of state shall 

arrange with the department of ad•lnistration by requisition 

for the printing and delivery of a voter information 

pamphlet for all ballot issues to be su~itted to the people 

at least 90 days before the election at which they will be 

submitted. The requisition shall include a delivery list 

providing for ship•ent of the required nu•ber of pa•phlets 

to each county and to the secretary of state. 

(ZJ The secretary of state shall esti•ate the number 

of copies necessary to furnish one copy to eyery-woter-~ft 

eee~-ee~~ty ~~ •ailing address ja the county -41--~~ 

L~Ji~eL~--~L-Le~~ and provide for an extra supply of 

th~ pamPhlets +~-~~s-eff~ee in determining the number of 

¥Ot~r pamphlets to be ordered in the requisition. 

(J) The depart•ent of ad•inistration shall call for 

oi cjs and contract with the lowest bidder for the pr intinq 

and delivery of the voter infor~tion pamphlet. The contract 

shall require completion of printing and shipaento as 

-13- ss 251> 
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specified on the delivery list, of the voter i"for~ation 

paapnlets by not later than 30 days before the election at 

whicr, the ballot issu~s will be voted on by the people. 

C~l The county official responsible for voter 

registration In each county shall mail one copy of the voter 

infor•ation pa~hlet to each ~eg~'~d-YOter-ef-~-teaftty 

ull.UI~Illl.-in..~ua.t.¥ at wt)jc.b a registered _ltQ.t.u 

~i~ no later than 2 weeks after the pa.phlqts are 

received from the printer. 

(5) Ten c.oples of the voter lnfor•atlon pa•phlet shall 

be available at each precinct for use by any voter wishing 

to read the explanatory infor•ation and co•plete text before 

votinq on the ballot Issues.• 

Section 15• Section 13-27-501• MCA, Is a .. nded to 

read: 

•11-21-501. Secretary of state to certify ballot fore. 

The secretary of state shall furnish to the official of each 

county Tesponsible for preparation and printin1 of the 

ballots• at the sa•e ti•e as be certifies the names of the 

person~ who are candiddtes for offices to oe filled at the 

election, a certified copy of the fore in ~hich each ballot 

issue to be voted on by the people at that election is to 

dppear on the ballot. Unless otherwise provided in the 

legislative act or petition placing the issue on the ballot, 

the ~ecretary of st~te shall list for each issue the nu~ber, 

-1~- s.e 256 
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the -thod of pla~e-nt on the ballot. the title• tJ18 

attorney gen&Lal!s_a&Qlaoatory stateaant. iL-4QDljcable• and 

the state•ents of the i•plication of a vote for or against 

the issue that are to be placed beside the diagra• for 

.arkiny the ballot. The se~retary of state shall use for 

each ballot issue the title of the legislative act~ QL 

legislative ~onstitutional proposal• or ~·•~--~~•ee 

pr.,...d-•y-eRy-~ype--84--+fti~+~+ve--,..+~+en--.n+e~•--~~ 

_.t•e--e•eeed~--tee-wer~ tha title provided br tbt attornaw 

g&D~Lal pr djatrjct cpyrt• A-~+~•e-of-~88-w.rde-or-+ .. e--fer 

~-~··.. ~-··------~ ... ····-.,_-~~·~·-.r-~ 
orgen+e.tron-e+re••~+n~he-pe~+~on-+f-~~e-off+e+e+--~+~•• 

..eeed~-~88-werds. Following the nu~r of the ballot issue. 

the secretary of state shall include one of the foll~ing 

&tate .. nts to identify why the Issue has been placed on the 

ballot: 

(1) .a act referred by the legislature; 

(2) an aeend•ent to the constitution proposed by the 

l egi s1 at ural 

(3) an act of the legislature referred by referendu• 

petition; or 

(It) a law or constitutional a .. nd .. nt proposed by 

initiative petition.• 

Section 16· Section 13-27-502, "CA, is a~nded to 

read: 
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•13-Zl-S02. Preparation of ballots by county 

offl~ials. Each of the county officials responsible for the 

preparation and printing of the bdllots shall print the 

ballot issues on the official ballot in the form and order 

in ~hich the issues have been certified by the se~retary of 

state. All ballot issues shall be placed on the official 

ballot prescribed by 13-LZ-212, 13-17-205 and 13-L7-206o or 

13-18-201 through 13-18-206 unless specific ~ritten approval 

by the secretary of state for placing the ballot issu~s on a 

separate ballot is received by the official responsible for 

printing the ballot. The secretary of state •ay issue such 

approval only when the number of issues to be voted on at an 

election •akes it +.,ees+~ iapractlcal to print the entire 

balloto including the ballot issues. on the official ballot 

as prescribed by 13-1Z-212o 13-17-205 and 13-17-206, or 

13-18-201 through 13-18-206.• 

NeW SEtiiDH& Section 17. Li•itation on title of 

referred legislation. All bills referred by the leqislature 

to a vote of the people shall have a title of no .ore than 

100 words. 

Section lB. Section 85-8-62~• "CAo is amended to read: 

•as-8-624. Assessments on iaprovements -- taxpayers• 

approvalo li•ltations• and election procedures. (l) It shall 

require a vote of the persons on the assess~ent rolls in any 

existinq district to make Chapter lt09o La~s of 1973. 

-16- SB 256 
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applicable to such districts. 

12) Nothing in Chapter 409t laws of 1973, confers upon 

districts created for drainage purposes only the authority 

to levy assess~ents on benefits to laprove•ents. 

[3) The election provided for by subsection (1) shall 

oe qoverned by the following rules: 

[a) Notice of the election shall be as provided in 

85-8-303, except that the form of the ballot shall be as 

hereinafter provided. 

Col The Manner of conducting the election shall be as 

provided in 85-8-304. 

1c1 The qualifications of electors shall be as 

provided in 85-8-305, except thatt in addition to persons 

holding title or evidence of title to lands within the 

district, any person as therein defined who does not own 

land within the district but has been assessed or will have 

his improve.ants assessed under Chapter 409• laws of 1973• 

or who will be assessed for benefits received shall be 

entitled to one vote. Co••issioners shall prepare a list of 

such persons and give the~ notice as providen in 65-8-303. 

21 [d) The commissioners of any district in existence 

22 prior to March 21. 1973o who wish to hold an election to 

£3 determine if the district shall be governed by Chapter 409• 

24 Laws of 1973, shall at any regular or special •eeting adopt 

25 a resolution calling for an election to determine whether or 
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not the voters of said dis~rlct wish to be governed by 

thapter 409• laws of 1973. The resolution shall contain a 

short su•mary of the changes made by Chapt~r ~09, law~ of 

1973• and shall include the su..ary as part of the no~ice 

provided for by 85-8-303. In addition, the co..isslon shall 

proYide copies of thapter 409, Laws of 1973, to any person 

interested in obtaining a copy of the sa.a and the notice to 

the persons in the district calling the election shall 

describe where end how copies •ay be obtained. The 

co .. issioners ea, authorize a reasonable charge for 

providing said copies, not to exceed 20 cents per page. 

(e) The ballot shall Include the su..ary as provided 

for in the preceding subsection and the for• of the ballot 

shall confor•• as closely as possible, to that set forth In 

~-ff-~t4 lit]e 13• cbapta( ZZ• 
(f) A ~l•ple •ajority of those who cast valid ballots 

sh~ll determine the outcOMe of the election.• 

Section 19. Repealer. See~oftS SECTION 13-27-314 e~d 

*l-f~-48~, MCAo .re ~ repealed. 

-End-
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SENATE BILL MOe 256 

INTRODUCED BV lENSJNK 

BV REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO GENERALLV REVISE THE 

LAWS RELATING TO STATEWIDE BALLOT ISSUES; A~ENOING SECTIONS 

13-27-ZOI, 13-27-202o 13-27-301, 13-27-303o 13-27-306o 

13-27-310o 13-27-312• 13-27-313o 13-27-31So 13-27-~01o 

13-27-405. 13-27-406o 13-27-410o 13-Z7-501o 13-27-502o ANO 

85-8-624, MCA; AND REPEALING SE&ffeNS iECTIQN 13-27-314 •NB 

t3-~i-48io Mca.• 

BE IT ENACTED SY THE LEGISLATURE DF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

section 1. Section 13-27-ZOlo MCAo is a.ended to re~d: 

"13-27-201. For• of petition generally. {1) A petition 

fo~ the initiative, the referendu~. or to call a 

constitutional convention aust be substantially in the fora 

provided by this chapter. clerical or technical errors that 

do not inte~fere with the ability to judge the sufficiency 

of siqnatures on the petition do not render a petition voido 

(2) Petition 5haets •ay not exceed 8 1/Z • 14 Inches 

in size. Separate sheets of a petition aay be fastened in 

sections of not more than 25 sheets• Near the top of each 

sheet containing signature lines .ust be printed the title 
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of the statute or constitutional a.end•ent proposed or the 

~asure to be refe~red or a state•ent that the petition is 

for the purpose of callinq a constitutional convention. If 

signature lines are printed on both the front and back of a 

petition sh .. t, the infor•ation required above •ust appear 

on both the front and back of the sheet. Jhe co~lete text 

of the ~asure proposed or referred •ust be attached to or 

contained within each signature sheet if sheets are 

circulated separately. lba--~' of the .. asure eust be lo 

.t.bc...bllL!.gt.LilC.~lsWL..lD-t.bLIIQI.L.UUilLi.UwLOf tbtl bill 

sl.uf.~IU.DY.u._f.IWllltwL...Iu--tnL.l.eSll.l.l.ali!tLS.iW~lla 1 f 

sheets a~e circulated In sections, the coeplete text of the . 
eeasure eust be attached to each section.• 

Section 2. Section 13-27-202, ~CAo is aaended to read: 

•11-21-202. Approval of for• required. L1l Before a 

petition •ay be circulated fo~ siqnatu~es, a saaple sheet 

DUst be sub•itted to the sec~etary of state in the for• in 

which it will be circulated. IHI-i!!fLf_eflliJgN MAY MDI__&£ 

ii.W!lllfQ.__ID--II:If_llt&f.l&IU.Jifjl.All-l!O&Lli:WLLlf&.ILf.&.lml 

lO-II:If_El~&L.JIAlf_fQ&_flLlMG_lHf_i!»~fn--ffllllQ~_Kl!H__!Hf 

iE~fiARX__Qf__il!lt. The sec~etary of state shall refer a 

copy of the patitjoo sheet to the attorney general for his 

approval. The secretary of state and attorney general eust 

each review the sheet ~itiRD for sufficiency as to for• 

and approve or reject the for• of the petition~ stating ft+s 

-2- SB 256 
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Ult reasons ~ ... ._'" fu..LaiKUAClL--iL.AD¥• •,...__-~...., 

!efte'"e4--~he~t--re~ern--~e-sh~-te~@~h~-•+~h-h+~-eo.-.n_, 

•+tR+n-!-.. '"k+ft!~Y'-oft~-'"eee+v+ftg-+t• 

iZl The secretary of state shall review the co ... nts 

AQd_ stat..,nts of the attorney general ~tct!yad p~(IYI01-1a 

ll-ZI-~lZ and aake a final decision as to the approval or 

d+~e~ve4 reJectiQD of the fore of the ~he~ uatitLDn• The 

secretary of state .. s~-~+fy ~,end writtiG ngtica to 

the person whO subeitttd the o•tit!OD sheet of the approval 

or--~81.-.+eft-~~--w+~-'"eesons--f~--'"~+oftv--+• 

~~~~.. within ·--------..-~·~ z• d•r• after 

~a.isliAD _of thl octitiQO sheet. THE SECBEI6&Y QF STATE 

$HALL $ENO MBIIIEH_Halltf_lf_!~t~LllQH_HA1-JfEN BEJfCifQ 

IDGEIHfl MJTH IEA$QNS FQI BEJfCJlQN WITHIN 1' QAXS AFTER 

$UBMI$$IQN OE !Hf_lEIIIIDN $~• 

Section J. Section ll-21-lOlo MCAo is aaended to read: 

•13-21-101. Su~ission of petition ~heats. Siqned 

sheets or sections of petitions shall be subeitted to the 

official responsoble for registration of electors in the 

county in which the siqnatures were obtained no sooner than 

t-y~ i-!QKIH$ and no later thdn 2 week~ before the final 

date for filing the petition with the secretary of ~tate.+" 

no--ee~ev-howeverv-•ex-•-~··~~-.~b~+t-e-s~e~-er-~~~en-ef 

e-~~+t•eft-~e-~e-eown~y-ef~+e+e+-~e-+ete-e~-~e--e++ow--+e~s 

~~eft--+--work~~--eey--~efepe--tft@-~+fte+-eete-ter-f~++ft~-~~e 
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~t+t+on--w+-..--~-._...etetoy--..--.~~--e¥et"Y---He 

s+,fte~ares--en--~e--~s--er--~+ens--.. --~hl--pe-+~Y8ft 

seboll•ttel!lw• 

Section or.. Section lJ-27-303• "'A• ls .-ended to read: 

•tl-21-30). Verification of signatures by county 

official. t., The county official receiving the sheets or 

sections of a petition shall check the na•es of all signers 

to verify they are registered electors of the county. In 

adoitiono the official shall randoely select signatures on 

each sheet or section and coepare tO.. with the signatures 

of the electors as they ~pear in the registration records 

of the office. If all the randoely selected signatures 

appear to be genuine. the nueber of signatures of regi~tered 

electors on the sheet or section aay be certified to the 

iecretary of state withOut further coaparison of signatures. 

If any of the randoely selected signatures do not appear to 

be genuine, all signatures on that sheet or section •ust be 

coepared with the signatures In the registration records of 

the office. 

t~t--~he-eo.nty-eff+e+e+-to-wftoa-the-~heet~-or-seet+Oft~ 

of-the-pet+t+on-ore-seba+tted-..,--"ot--~~e+ft--e--sheet--o~ 

~eet+en---t~--+en•er--~~·~-t--~•+ng--dey--for--eoeh--iee 

~T9ft&ta~es-en-~he-~heet-or-see~+onw-fhe-~ec•~•ry--ot--~te~e 

.. y--extend--th•s--t+ .. --+f--he--+s--eoftv+need--the-•••~+oed 

+nvo+vel!l-re~a+res-e•tefts+Oft•• 
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Section ~. Section 13-27-306• HCA. is a~ended to read: 

"13-27-30&. Challenge to sionatures by elector of 

county. A registered elector of a county having reason to 

Delieve that siqnatures on a petition that were not asonq 

those actually compared with signatures In the registration 

records of the county are not genuine ~ay file a sworn 

statement or affir•ation of his belief and request for 

comparison of those signatures he believes are not genuir.e 

with the county official certifying the sheet or section of 

the petition. If any of the challenged signatures are not 

genuine. the county official •ust co•pare all signatures on 

that sheet or section and issue an aeended certificate to 

the secretary of state£ giving the correct nu•ber of valid 

signatures~_QO_gL-~fRLK tbe deadljneo ~-QLUXi~~_iQ 

~=ll=l~_fg£-_filing__lo_ the offjce_Q!_~_secrgtary of 

~at~-· 

Section 6. Section 13-27-310• HCA• is a•ended to read: 

•13-21-310. Trans•ittal of issues Le!BLL&d- b¥ the 

l~~la1YL§ and ballot ~oP• ~ to the attorney general. 

(l) The secretary of state shall trans•it a copy of e-bel•ot 

+~~~e--prepo,.d--~y--ony--type--o~--+n+t+et+ve--pet+t+on--or 

refepred--to-the-peop•e-by-ref.rend~•-p~+t+en-end-e-eopy-o~ 

the form in which the ~-~ issue Q~Q~d--bt--~titiDD 

~ill appear on the ballot to the attorney general on the 

same day ~e-eePt+~~·~-the-off+e+el-f+•+ng-of the completed 
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~etition Li~LtiLi~ to the qovernor. 

(Z) The sec~ctary of state shall trans•it a copy of an 

act referred to the people or a constitutional a•endment 

proposed by th~ legislature and a copy of the for• in which 

the issue will appPar on the ballot to the attorney general 

no later than 6 months before the election at which the 

ossue ~ill be voted on by the peoplP.• 

ill__lf_lb&-b~lloL-iQLa-li oot apprgyad bJ tbe attorne¥ 

iaDCUL-CU.i.IIJUlL-l.~ll=J.U~J.b.Lur.utau....o!~aXLibAll 

i.ftsutl.U.e.lJ_Jub.U._ it new bllll.IU-!Ju:L-tA-J.b& _ _atl..Ull£¥ 

gaoaul.a• 

Section 7. Section 13-27-312• MCA. is a.ended to read: 

•11-21-312. Attorney--99nere+&~--ste~ .. ftt ~cw__Q{ 

llll.lit.iQD_b¥-~t.nu..,.gwuual -- gcegautton ot__nate.•ent. 

M+th+n-te-dey~-e~ter-reee+v+n~.-e~-ef-e--et+ot-~~sae-thet 

••++--be--woted-on-by-t~e-peo~•e,-the-ettorney-~enePe+-s~o++ 

ret~rn-to-the-seeretery-o~-stete-e-~tete .. nt--net--exeeed+no 

tee--.ord~-•n-ord•nery-p•e+n-+en~ae99-exp+e+n+n~-the-~enere+ 

paP~ese--of--th•--•~sae--sabe+tte~--4he--stete•ent--by--the 

otterney--9enere+--~he++-~~ve-e-tr~-end-ispert+e+-~tete•ent 

of-t~-~~rpo~~~-o,-the-~s~ae--+n--~+o+ny--eos++y--~nderstood 

+on~aeqe--end--~n-e-aenner-thet-•~-not-en-er9a .. nt-or-•+ke+y 

te-ereote-pPef~d+ee-e+ther-~er-er--e~e+nst--the--+ssaew 11! 

UOOD--L~~i.Ot-Qf_d_oel.i~iQn_fLom_toe._offl~e-ofJ.~J~Let2~ 

Qf_i~~-OULiU4Gt-l.Q_ll=ZI=ZQl~-tb.L~ttacDe.~Dt~1--ihall 
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l UMiM the -Jlllli11QQ__u t.O fqrwe If the SMlif.l90 fqrw is 
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4AQI:Qlttd~_t.bL.U1SlLOII..l_glillluU~~pare aoiLt.UGU~iJ._t,Q 

tb&-~~at.ALX-Pl-~~~~1e-~0~11-S~tca£nt_ao1_t:&tllll~iOg_lQC 

.ol:iUa_llltiJ.La1Ut&flt._r.b41LuRet~U-..L_t..uaL_aruL_i.JKuu:t.l41 

e&ll.laoa.1Uio _ _ot__t.ta_l21H.RQU_af._t.~~.tllQL~~ 

iU.UOL.us.ilx.-ualkr.UooiLUoaYOQit• TIM suueeot •u oat 

il!Scab.taaelb bL_ao..._Uildlt!ILaM •ax D.O.t. tneat:toall!b IUJ 

writt,eo so as to creat,e pceludice fQC ot against. _tQ& 

unla1a--4Ltered bJ--11 _cpyrt, under~tiog lOJo js tbe 

gat..iliQQ t.itle fQL.tbe •uawre ti'tculat.ed bw the pet.it.iOD 

.Od tiM baJipt, tit.l• if &be .. asyre is placed go t.be ballpt,a 

ill-6t_tbL-~.aLJ.iH-Ule :; tat eaeot.__ot_mu.g~.U 

praoarad• t.be att.ocn•w U80•t•l $ball Pttpare 1t•t.e~__oi 

t.ba-t.~lgo of a vote fgr or againlt. a tlill)gt, i$$U•• The 

~&.DJ;L-O.Limlk.Jt.imLJhU-bL_DQ PQU t.b;m_Z5 wgrd$ CiiLb 

dDdL~nilll-_Q& __ LO __ $i•ole~---iauA~ial la~-~leaLLx 

t.IJU.UD..i..D.U-_Uit._llfU11i.Dg_ RLil-l!gt..Li.QL.-IUULLYQt.e aga i n$L..t..btl 

~~&-Lbs_state-cn11-of_iag~at.ioo prepaLtd--P»~nt..--LQ 

Lbls •ect.ion• yoless altered br_a toutt undtL-lu~iPO lgJa 

.UIL.tbLU.uue M.L!IL!;It:_~ PJ:I_ t...OII-W:t.iJ..ul!LilDa_Ul L.b<l llllt 

if_l.~$1LL.Ll~Pl..KtiLOIL~lQt...a,__!W:_$.Lateacnts gf 

~i"illi00-~all-12L~.-bu.i.Jl£_l,J)@_d i agr •• QLOltidt!JL!PL 

rtaLki!!g_2.LtblUJilllo1-.iD a ••ooer llll.i.U~--UlLJ1UlPwi.rul 

U.a!!IQ!t.t 
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O f.iDL-UUnd i og the r i gbt. to xot,e t,Q_Qe.UQDLi.ll-XUU 

QL~.g&a 

0 A~NH lllt.~g_t.bt-Ljgbt. to ll.Q.t& _ _tg__gu~D~--ll 

:tetU.LiiL..&Qh 

Lll--'L-111L-Qtlt..lliOIL_ll_J:t.iKt&sL_n__t..g__f.QL•s_t..tm 

aU..QLD~!l&.Ul-Ab;ULfgr..,ard bi~•enu. tJL.t..bt~KU.U.U 

IUJtU&-'IIUbiLllLIIU~AUu_ucejot of t;M pet.uillo.-bLtJle 

aU.QtOU Q9Mnle If t.tw Rttt.itioo js. apprgyu u,__tg__fQLaa 

~·t.t.oco•w o•oecaJ iball forward tbe s.tatc .. ot_Qf~gp~ 

AlliLtba..U•t•Ma\1 Qf '•' !cation tg t.be s.acr•t•n PL-AUU 

ltltbi.D-ll-ll•n a fttL.U{.ti.Qt_gLtbL&alit.illo-h.f_ t.bt ott.orne.w. 

aiOitt•le• 

Section 8, Section 13-27-313. "CA. is amended to read: 

•t3-27-313o Review of ballot ~er• LQLai by attorney 

general. •~--the--s ... --~+ .. --he--~·~~~ftS---~~·---~te~eeent 

e•pJe+n+n~--~he--parpeses--o~--the--?s~aey--~he lhe attorney 

general ~1 a!!aeioa eacb ballot. foL&--~bmLt.t.tQ__tg __ bl~ 

of.llc.t_llllL.SUOOt t.L.U:ll::1\0-HILldtbJ.o._zg__ifU~oLLtc;.t:i~ 

Q1_t.b&~allQ1_fpc. shall notify the secretary of state of 

his approYal or e+eapp~o•e+ Lt~t..iun of the ballot for• ~or 

the--+~sae-sa&.+tted-by-~he-seereterye If the ballot form is 

n~--epp~oved L~~· the--seeretery--e~---ste~e---shot+ 

+M .. d+a~e+y--sabwt~-e-new-bet+e~-~or•-end-not+ee-o~-eppro•a+ 

or-~?sa~provat-~~t-be-~+•en-by the attorney general ~ball 

Z5 4AJlL!2l(L..QLJUti&t--4-~~il.lloL-lw:DL~u.lul.i.U.ll!L_bx_l.tle 
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~ue..ta..u--R~t.i:-llW:~llllLt.lL.ll=ll-31013) . .,lth; n s days of 

receiving the new for~.· 

Section q. Section 13-27-llSo "CAo is a~ended to read: 

"13-27-31'>· S~e~eMeft~-ef-•o~e ~~D~--~al~UL~ 

~~l on issues referred by legislature. Lll fft-~e-eese 

ef-e"--oe~--referred--te--~he--peop+e--er--e--eefts~tt~ttofto+ 

e~eftd~e~t--preposed--by--the--+e~+s+etare.--the-seeretery-of 

stete-she++-prepere-e-stete•eftt-s~+"~-ferth--the--.ete--by 

wh~eh--the--~ssae--pessed-eeeh-heese-&+-the-+e9+s+etarew-~he 

seeretery-of-stete--she++--f++e--en--off+e+o+--eopy--of--h+s 

s~e~e~"t-w+th-~he-ettor"ey-~ere+£s-stote•eftt-o"-the-issae 

+"--the-off+e+e+-reeores-ef-his-effieew !1-t~~e tiae tbe 

at~aLQ~_g~Ls- pursuant \0 1)-ll-~ __ _infgras ~b& 

~ue..tau __ aLusUJwd_tbe approval or re ject.lll.D-DL~Ql; 

12L!!Lf.2L-il!Li.UU.L&UQ.O~ed b ¥ t;,be l..tl~nu..c.u_t;,b.e__at.UU'.D.Q. 

~enecat_~ball_LQr.aEd to tht secret•EY of_~t;,~~~~ 

nat:._ exceediag__lOO wocd1L- expcessiog 4--tLu~_gud_iapilLt.lal 

~&QlilOAtLQn_gf_tQa_gurgose of \be aeasyre io __ g1ili~--~~l1¥ 

YD~LU.Qg~ ] angya~L..it:.iltitBDL~Q!U. icUilti:AcalU b£ 

ao_aLQ~D1-lllld-milY-nat iat£11tiacAll¥ be-~Litteo_t:.a_ueat~_a 

QL~j.ul1if.a_for or agailat:._t:.be__l~~e.a_ltuL-lla~~DL_Q.CJUl.ilU.d 

lirulfU-..l.b i 1 1ect;,lgn__.U l<ggwn u t;,be at..tm:ntU-SIU&L41!..5 

UP! .Wilt.IU.X-Uilt.il8iUlta 

ill--lf~t.ate~gf_tbe iaplic;~tion_af ..... ~~_fQ£_-.QL 

aggoi~t.--" ballgt ~~av• nat. baeD--P~id£Q__bx_tna 
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~UiltUL~.I.-J.bL ..... .i:IUa.uteY-_g!lMul__JtiaJ.l__gupau __ ~ 

i.Ut:.W!I!Ult:.~&--R.uu.i.t~Dt..L_fQ£_~tat.eaeot l-Qf...laQ!.i.ut.iQQJIU. 

~QL..iuun ..... c~uuu-bx.-~hgldatyre ue the r.AH--<U 

t.hiU.!L--l2£.2YtilitiL-io __ ll~l=lll__{Q[._~-_nalla.L__l~1UU.a 

general 

~u-luL.r.Uut.ru:!Lt.o_t.btL~.IU~.tUALL.IlL.s tau ao I 4ttL.tJlaajbe 

l..ift~P£~i1itil_f.Q.t ~o:ul ..... aL.t.tuUblll o t f oc.a." 

~-~aM. Section 10. tourt review of attorney 

general statements~ (1, If the proponent~ of a ballot 

.easure believe that the state .. nt of purpose or the 

state•ents of i.plication of a vote for-ulated by the 

attorney general pursuant to 11-21-312 do not satisfy the 

requira.ants of 13-27-312• they ••Y• within 10 days of 

receipt of the notice fro• the secretary of state provided 

for in 13-27-l02, file an action in the district court In 

and for the county of lewis and Clark challenging the 

adequacy of the stateeent and requesting the court to alter 

the stdteMent. 

lt!L S.I!I E!1EtiLDf_f U!fOif.....llLlt!L.UAIU!fffi..LOL lMLK!ll.O!.Lilf 

&.....~Olf __ fQ&~ULAIED_~ __ IUf__!IIQBhfl---'EHEBAL....._fU&iUAH! __ lQ 

ll::.U=lll_QCJl!ll-S.Allll1-IJ:if_&EWl&ftfiN!LilLU=ll=l.lZ..~. ..... ltlf.l 

~A~--Wlltll~ __ lQ __ QA!l __ QE __ IHE_D!lf__Df_tflllf~!110H-lU_lUE 

f.Q~IlliO!LltiA L lliL{.!H!fl.fllll_Ullllllli~~_QfflllAJ.U 

ElLE~--ElLf. __ 6~_!{.LlQH_1H-!Hf DISIRI~~L~_!MO_fQ~_IUf. 
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~1!-'lLI.EMJS AftQ__lla&LtHALLENGlPIG ll:I£_AQ£QUAt.J .Jl£_-IJ:Il 

~Ul£t!£HL_!tiiL_Ilf~!Jf..Siltfii_lttf tOUR. I llL!LifLI!tL U.&IU!E!Ua 

fitLll (a) Notice shall be served upon the secretary 

of state and upon the attorney qeneral. The action takes 

precedence aver other cases and •atters in the district 

court. The court ~hall exa•ine the proposed .easure and the 

challenqed state~nt and shall as soon as possible render a 

decision and certify to the secretary of state a stat ... nt 

which the court deter•ines will .. et the requir ... nts of 

13-21-312. 

(b) A state .. nt certified by the court shall be placed 

on the petition for circulation and on the official ballot. 

t~t!i1 l copy of the petition in final far• .ust be 

filed in the office of the secretary of state by the 

proponents. 

t"t~ Any party ••Y appeal the order of the district 

court to the Montana 5upre•e court by fi\inq a notice of 

appeal within 5 days of the date of the order of the 

district court. 

Section llo Section l3-27-401o MClo is a .. nded to 

react: 

"13-27-401. Voter infor•ation pa .. phlet• llJ The 

secretary of state shall prepare for printing a voter 

infor•atian pa•phlet contaoninq the following infor•ation 

far each ballot issue to be vote~ on at an election, as 

-11- Sfl. 2S6 
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applicable: 

(a) bAllQ1 title and ca.plete text of the issue; 

tbt--~tete.ant-eJ-the-see•etery-of-stste~ 

tet--•• .. ~-ef-tne-etto•n•y-98ftePett 

t•t~ the fora in wnich the issue will appear on the 

ballot; aDd 

t•i~ arqu .. nts advocating appro~al and rejection of 

the issvet-ew4i-AHQ 

t.,--r.-..•et-e~~n•sCQl I~IUTTA~ •t&UMs~i• 

12t IHE eA!f~il SH&L~ ALSQ 'QNJAlN A NQII'i~~ltiij 

I~£ Bi,IPI£11 WHilE AQDIIJQNAL CDPJES OF lUi r68!ULET MAY a~ 

QBT61JiD• 

t~till Whenever .ore than one ballot issue is to be 

voted on at a single election• the secretary of state •ay 

publish a single paaphlet for all of the ballot issues. The 

secretary of state eay arrange the infor•ation in the order 

~hich seees .ost appropriate, but the information for all 

issues in the paaphlet shall be presented in the saee 

order.• 

Section lZ. Section 13-27-40So NClt is aeended to 

r@ad: 

•t3-27-40S. Coaeittee expenses. Each co~ittee is 

entitled to receive funds for the preparation of arguments 

and expenses of .e•bers not to exceed •i59 !lUQ for ~ 

three-.. ~er ca..ittee and •~9 ~ for a five-•eeber 
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committee. Itemized claims for actual expensP-s incurred• 

approved by a majority of the committee, shall bP submitted 

to t~e secretary of state for 

appropriated for that purpose.~ 

pay-nt fro• funds 

Section 13. Section 13-21-406, MCA, is a~nded to 

read: 

"13-27-406. Limitation on length of argu•ent time 

of filiny. An argu•ent advocating approval or rejection of a 

ballot issue is 1 i•ited to 500 words and shall be filed, >n 

typewritten form, with the secretary of state no later than 

39--days--fo++ow+ft~-~he-de~e-&y-wh+e"-~-opp&T~ .. ~o•-~he 

eo.a+~~ee-wos-re~~+red-~o-ee-f++ed--w+th--~he--seere~ory--of 

sto~ew-fn-no-eosoy-hewe•ery-.ay-an-er~ftt-be-•db8+~ed-fer 

ft+fn~--+eter--thon ~6 12 days before the election at which 

the issue will be voted on by the people. A •ajorlty of ~he 

com~ittee responsible for preparation wust approve and sign 

each arguwent filed. Separate signed letters of approval of 

an argument may be filed with th~ secrPtary of state by 

-mbers of a coa•ittee if necessary to meet the filing 

deadline." 

Section 14• Section 13-27-ltlOt MCAt is a•ended to 

read: 

"13-27-410. Printlnq and distribution of voter 

infor•ation pamphlet. (1) The secretary of state shall 

arrange with the depart•ent of ad•inistration by requisition 

-13- SB 2S6 
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for the pr•ntinq and delivery of a voter infor•ation 

pa~ohlet for ~11 ha11ot issue~ to be submitte~ to the people 

at least qo days before the election at which they will be 

submitte~. Th~ r~4uisition shall include a delivery list 

providing for shipwent of the required nu•ber of pa•phlets 

to Pach county and to the secretary of state. 

Ill The secretary of state shall esti•ate the number 

of copies necessary to furnish one copy to ewe~y-•oter-~n 

eoeh-e~n~y coeb=-•tt+aa--od~ta=tb•-co•atw-~-chicb--o 

uaiut.r:u==.1U~t==ubds2- -one f.~ X voi ER .-ltLU.r.l:Lf.OUI111a. 

EXLEPI THAI IMO Q&_!QBE VOTERS HliH THE SAME eAJLING AQO~ 

AffiLltiLiMLUll-tw!f-f!ALBL-r..muilt1L-lL-llliL~.._-Itlf 

Rr.RU.l!L_D~lal1-:iH&LL provide for an extra supply of the 

pa•phlets ~n-h~~-o•f~ee in deter•inlnq the nu.Oer of voter 

pawphlets to be ordered •n the requisition. 

(3l The de~art•ent of ao•inistration shall call for 

bids and contract with the lowest bidder for the printing 

and delivery of the voter inforadtion paaohlet. The contract 

shall require completion of printing and shipMent. as 

soecified on the delivery listt Of the voter information 

pamphlets by not later than JO days before the election at 

which the ballot issues will be voted on by the people. 

(4) The county off 1 c ial responsible for voter 

reyistration in eac~ county shall mail one copy of the voter 

information pa•phlet to each re~~s~ered-wo~er-of-~he-eoonty 
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ui:ltne-•cld•n•-i:D:1.bt::.emmt; r•t-•tch--e--reoh ~ ••d= ::.xnn 
enidU &UilUEREJL~OIE!LltL.Uili COUNIXo Ur.ll.Ll1:1AL.l.WQ_Qi 

Ha&E~DlE!i-~IH_!HE-~A~f-aAlLl~~-AD~~i-A~D-IHE-~--LAii 

U!tL-ISAI~J.Wtt!f.D_,U_Qfif_lQTER. THE KA!Liftfi SHILL Ulf 

eLAtE no later than 2 weeks after the paopnlets are received 

fra- the printer. 

(S) Ten copies of the voter infor~tion pa~hlet shall 

be available at each precinct for use by any voter wishing 

to read the explanatory inforoation and coeplete teKt before 

votinq on the ballot issues.• 

Section 15. Section 13-Zl-501• ~·· is aaended to 

read: 

•13-Zl-501. Secretary of state to cPrtify ballot foro. 

The secretary of state shall furnish to the official of each 

county responsible for preparation and printing of the 

ballots, at the saee ti .. as he certifi~s the na~s of the 

persons who are candidates for offices to be filled at the 

election, a certified copy of the foro in which each ballot 

issu~ to be voted on by the people at that election is to 

appear on the ballot. UnlPss otherwis~ provided in th~ 

legislative act or petition placin1 the issue on the ballot• 

th~ secretary of state shall list for each issue the nuobero 

the method of place.ent on the ballot• the titleo ~be 

.U.t2!.Qil.l[--'l!lWl[.4l!L.u.o.l.AD4.t.2.U-ll.U.U~f...AQIUi~IU.££ and 

the state•ents of the iMplication of a vote for or against 
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the issue that are to be placed beside the diaqra~ for 

oarking the ballot. The secretary of state shall use for 

ea~h ballot issue the title of the legislative act. 2!. 

leqisl atl ve constitutional proposal• or bo++e~--fssa@ 

propose6-by-eny-~ype--of--+~~+e~+••--9~+~+on--an+ess--~~·~ 

~+ete--e•eee4s--tee-.. r~• ~· ti~l• prgyjded bv the att~ 

a-oecal qt djstr~t cguct. A-t+t+e-of-t86-words-or-+ess--for 

~he--be~toe--s~e++--be--proYfded--by--t~e-Jeg+s+etar@-or-~~e 

er.-n+ret+eft-e+rew~ ... ng-ehe-peeft+on-+f-~he-off+e+s~--tft+@ 

e•eeeds-tee-.. r~s• FolloNinq the nuMber of the ballot issue. 

the secretary of state shall include one of the folloNinq 

stateoents to identify why the issue has been placed on the 

ballot: 

(lt an act referred by the legislature; 

(Zt an aaend .. nt to the constitution proposed by the 

legislature; 

(l) an act of the legislature referred by referendu~ 

petition; or 

(4t a law or constitutional a.endment proposed by 

initiative petition.• 

Section 16. Section 13-27-502• MCA. is a.anded to 

read: 

•13-27-502. Preparation of ballots by county 

officials. Each of the county officials responsible for the 

preparation and printing of the ballots shall print the 

-16- SB 2~b 
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ballot issues on the official ballot in the for~ and order 

in which the issues have been certified by the secretary of 

state. All ballot issues shall be placed on the official 

ballot prescrabed by 13-12-212t 13-17-20~ and l3-17-206t or 

11-1~-201 through 13-18-206 unless specific written approval 

bv the sec•etarv of state for placing the ballot issues on a 

separatP ballot is received by the official responsible for 

printing the ballot. The secretary of state aay Issue sue~ 

approval only when the nuaber of issues to be voted on at an 

election Makes it +~oss+b+e iagractjcal to print the entire 

ballot. including the ballot issues. on the official ballot 

as prescribed by 13-12-212• 13-17-205 and 13-17-Z06o or 

13-18-ZOl through 13-18-206·• 

~~_i~lleti. Section llo Li•ltation on title of 

referred legislation. All bills referred by the legislature 

to a vote of the people shall have a title of no •o~e than 

100 words. 

Section 18. Section 85-8-624• MCA, is aaended to read: 

w85-8-624o Assess.ents on iaprove.ents -- taxpayers• 

approval, li•itationso and election procedures. (1) It shall 

require a vote of the persons on the assessaent rolls in any 

existing district to •ake Chapter 4oq, Laws of l91lt 

applicable to such districts. 

12) Nothing in Chapter 40q, Laws of 197), confers upon 

districts created for drainage purposes only the authority 

-17- SB 256 

z 

3 

4 

'!i 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

lS 

16 

11 

18 

lq 

zo 
21 

22 

.!3 

llo 

zo; 

SB 0256/03 

to l~vy assess•ent~ on benefits to i~rove .. nts• 

(l) The election p~ovided for by subsection (1) shall 

be gove~ne~ oy the following rules: 

(a) Notice of the election shall be as provided in 

8'!i-8-303t except th~t the for• of the ballot shall be as 

her~inafter provided. 

(b) The •anner of conducting the election shall b~ as 

provided In 85-8-104. 

(c) The qualifications of electors shall be as 

provided in 8~-8-30'!io except that, in addition to persons 

holding title or evidence of title to lands Nithin the 

districto any person as therein defined who does not own . 
land within the district but has been assessed or will have 

his i•proveacnts a~sessed under Chapter 40qt Laws of 1973, 

or whO will be assessed for benefits received shall be 

entitled to one vote. co .. issioners shall prepare a list of 

such persons and give them notice as provided in 85-8-303. 

(dl Th~ co~issioners of any district in existence 

prior to March 21• lq7)o who wish to hold an election to 

deter•ine if the district shall be governed by Chapter 409o 

Laws of 1973• shall at any regular or special ~eetinq adopt 

a resolution calling for an election to determine ~hether or 

not the voters of said district wish to be governed by 

(hdpter \09o laws of 197lo The resolution shall contain a 

short suamary of the changes eade by Chapter 409o Laws of 

-18- SB 256 
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1 1973. and shall Include the su ... ry as part of the notice 

2 provided for by 85-8-303. In addition. the co .. ission shall 

3 provide cople~ of Chapter ~09o laM~ of 1973. to any person 

4 interested in obtaining a copy of the sa.. and t~ notice to 

5 the person~ in the d<strict callinq the election shall 

6 

1 

describe Mhere 

ca..issioners aay 

and hoM copies .ay be obtained• 

authorize a reasonable charge 

8 providing said copies. not to exceed 20 cents per p~e. 

The 

for 

9 (e) The ballot shall include the s~y ~ provided 

10 for In the precedin9 subsection and the fora of the ballot 

11 shall confor•• as closely as pos~ibleo to that s.t forth In 

12 tl-~f-~t4 Ti\le 13t-'b~ttL-~• 

13 If) A si~le aajority of those who cast valid ballots 

14 shalt deter•ine the outcOMe of the election.• 

15 Section 19. Repealer. See•+~ SECIIQN 13-27-314 eftd 

16 t~-?~-~~. MCAo ere ~ repealed. 

-End-
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March 15, 1979 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Judiciary Committee amendments to SENATE BILL NO. 256, 
third reading copy, as follows: 

1. Page 2, line 18. 
Following: "circulated." 
Insert: "The sample petition may not be submitted to the 

secretary of state more than 1 year prior to the final date for 
filing the signed petition with the secretary of state." 

2. Page 3, line 7. 
Strike: "or rejection together with reasons for rejection" 

3. Page 3, line 9. 
Following: "sheet." 
Insert: "The secretary of state shall send written notice if 

the petition has been rejected together with reasons for rejection 
within 14 days after submission of the petition sheet." 

4. Page 3, line 15. 
Following: line 14 
Strike: "1 year" 
Insert: "9 months" 

5. Page 10, line 13. 
Following: line 12 
Insert: .. (2) If the opponents of a ballot measure believe 

that the statement of purpose or the statements of, implication 
of a vote formulated by the attorney general pursuant to 13-27-312 
do not satisfy the requirements of 13-27-312, they may, within 
10 days of the date of certification to the governor that the 
completed petition has been officially filed, file an action 
in the district court in and for the county of Lewis and 
Clark challenging the adequacy of the statement and requesting 
the court to alter the statement." 

Renumber: subsequent subsections 

6. Page 13, line 18 and 19. 
Following: "eaeh-eett!'l~y" 
Strike: "each mailing address in the county at which a registered 

voter resides and" 
Insert: "every voter in each county, except that two or more 

voters with the same mailing address and the same last name 
may be counted as one voter. The secretary of state shall" 

7. Page 14, lines 7 and 8. 
Following: line 6 . . 
Strike: "mailing address in the county at wh~ch a reg~stered 

voter resides'' 
Insert: "registered voter in the county, except that two or 

more voters with the same mailing address and the same last 
name may be counted as one voter. The mailing shall take place" 


