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1 @t— BILL Nﬂ-ezzé 1 of the statute or constitutional amendsent proposed or the
2 INTRODUCED BY é(w )

2 measure to be referred or a statement that the petition s
3 8Y REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND 3 for the purpose of calling a constitutional conventiona If
4 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 4 signature lines are printed on both the front and back of a

W
\A

petition sheety the information required above must appear

) A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTFITLED: ™AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE & on both the froat and back of the sheete The complete text
7 LAWS RELATING TO STATEWIDE BALLOT ISSUES; AMENDING SECTIONS 7 of the measure proposed or referred must be attached to or
8 13-27-201sy  13-27-202y  13-27-301s 13-27-303s 13-27-306, 8 contained within each signature sheet if sheets are
9 13-27-310s 13-27-312s 13-27-3139  13-27-315s  13-27-40l, 9 circulated separately. Ibe text of the measurs must he in
10 13-27-405¢ 13-27-406s 13-27-410¢ 13-27-501y 13-27-502¢ AND 10 the bil)l form praovided In the most recent issue of the bill
it B5-8-624s MCA; AND REPEALING SECTIONS  13-27-314  AND 131 drafting manual furoished by _the legislative councile If
12 13-27-407y MCA.™ 12 sheets are circulated In sectionss the complete toxt of the
13 13 measure must ba attached to each sectiones™

14 BE IT EMACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 14 Section Ze Section 13-27-202, MCAs is amended tc read:
15 Section le Section 13~27-201+ MCAy is amended to reads: 15 ®13-27-202« Approval of form required. (1) Before a
16 *13-27-201. Form of petition generally. (1) A petition 16 petition may be circulated for signaturess a sample sheet
17 for  the initiatives the referendums or toc call s AT must be submitted to the secretary of state in the form in
18 constitutional convention must be substantially in the form 18 which it will be circulateds The secretary of state shall
19 provided by this chaptere Clarical or technical errors that 19 refer a copy of the petiticgn sheet to the attorney general
20 do not interfere with the ability to judge the sufficiency 20 for his approvales The secretary of state and attorney
21 of signatures on the petition do not render o petition voide 21 general must each review the sheet petifion for sﬁfficiency
2> (2) Petition sheets wmay not exceed & 1/2 x 14 inches 22 as to form and approve or reject the form of the petitions
23 in sizes Separate sheets of a petition may be fastened in 3 stating Whie the reasons thepefor for rejections if any. #he
24 sections of not more than 25 sheets. Near the top of each 24 stterney—generat-shoit-return—the-sheet——together——with--his
25 sheet containing signature Yines must be printed the title 25 commenty—within-3-working-days-after-receiving—its
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{2} The secretary of state shall review the comments
and_siategents of the attorney general receiwved pursuant ta
13-27-312 and wake a final decision as to the approval or
disapproved rejection of the form of the sheet petitione The
secretary of state muse-motéfy shall send written notice to
the person who submitted the petition sheet of the approval
or rejection together with reasons for rejectiony——¥f
applicabiey within i--week--of—receiving 23 _days after
submission of the petition sheet.®

Section 3« Section 13-27-301s MCAe is amended to read:

®13-27-301le Submission of petition sheets. Signed
sheets or sections of petitions shall be submitted to the
official responsible for registration of electors in the
county in which the signatures were obtained no sooner than
1 year and no iater than 2 weeks before the final date for
filing the petition with the secretary of statee. in-no-coser
howevervy——nay-—a-—person-—submit——s—-sheet——or--gsection—of-a
petition—to—-the—county-officiat—so-Fete——as-—-to--aitow-—tess
than——3-—-working--deay-—before-——the—finot—date—for—Fiting-the
petition—with-—the—-secretory-—of-—stete-—for-—-—every—-268
stgnetures——on--the--sheets——or-—sections—of——the-—petition
submitteds™

Section 4« Section 13-27-303. MCAy is amended to read:

®13-2T7T-303. Verification of signatures by county

officiale ¢ The county official receiving the sheets or
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sections of a petition shall check the names of all signers
to vwverify they are registered electors of the countys In
additions the official shall randomly select signatures on
each sheet or section and compare them with the signatures
of the electors as they appear in the registration records
of the offices If all the randomly selected signatures
appear to be genuines the number of signatures of reyistered
electors on the sheet or section may be certified to the
secretary of state without further comparison of signatures.
If any of the randomly selected signatures de not appear to
be genuines all signatures on that sheet or section must be
compared with the signatures in the registration records of
the offices

t2)-~Fhe—county—officiot—to—whom—the-sheeta-or-sections
of-the-petition-ere—submitted-gey—not-——retein-—a-—sheet-—or
section——Ffor-—tonger——then——i——working——day-—for——each--268
stgnetures-on—the—sheet-or—-sectionv—The-secretar y-—of-—state
ney-—extend—this——ting—if~—he—ia-——convinced-—the-worktoe
involved-requires-extensions ™

Section 5. Section 13-2T7-306+ MCAs is amended to read:

"13~-27-306. Challenge to signatures by elector of
countys A registered elector of a county having reason to
believe that signatures on a petition that were not among
those actually compared with signatures in the registration

records of the county are not genuine may file a sworn

—y
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statement or affirmation of his belief and request for
comparison of those signatures he believes are not genuine
with the county official certifying the sheet or section of
the petitione If any of the challenged signatures are not
genuines the county official must compare all signatures on
that sheet or section and issue an amended certificate to
the secretary of statex giving the correct number of valid
signaturess_gn._or hefore the deadlines as provided for in
13-27-104, for filing _io the office of the secratary of
state."

Section 6e Section 13-27-310s MCA, is amended to read:

"}13-27-310. Transmittal of issuves refprred by the
legislature and ballot ferm forms to the attorney generals
{1} The secretary of state shall transsit a copy of e-botiet
fssue—-proposed-—by——eny—type-—of-—initietive-—pecition—or
referred-—to—the-peopte—by-—referendun—petition-end-a-eopy-of
the form in which ¢he 3 _hallot issve gpropaosed by petitian
will appear on the ballot to the attorney general on the
same day he-certifies—theofficist-—fiting—of the completed
petition j5 certifieg teo the governore

{2} The secretary of state shall transmit 2 copy of an
act referred to the people or a constitutional amendment
proposed by the legislature and a copy of the forr in which
the issue will appear on the ballot to the attorney general

no later than 6 months before the elaction at which the
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issue will be voted on by the people.

general pursuant to 13-27-313s the secretary of state shall
ismgdiately subsit a_ new ballot fors to the attorney
S€08r31a"

Section 7. Section 13-27-312s MCAy is amended to read:

®13-27-312« Atterney-—genersits——stotesent Bovigw of
petition by attorney general --  preparation of statamepte.
Wrthin-16-days—efter-receiving-o-copy-of-e—baitot—issue—thet
-+4+-—bo~—votod-e#-by-the—poop+ev-tht—atternnf—genera%-sha%*
return—to—the-secretery-of—state-o-stetenent-——not-—exceeding
306--words—in—eordinery-plaintenguege-—expltaining-—the—generat
purpose—of-—the-——issve-—submittedv—Fhe—stotement—by——the
attorney-—generoi—— sheii-give—s—truve—end—impeartict-—statement
of-the-purposes—of—the—iresve—in—plainy——easity-—understood
Fonguage—--ond-—in-e-senmer-that-e-net—sn—argument—or-tikety
to—crente-prejudice—either—for-or——egainst——the-—t3sves (1)
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intentionally be an. _argument aod may not intentiopally bhe
written so as_ to create prejudice for ar against _the
measures The statement prepared pursyant to this subsections
unless altered by 3 court under [section 1Qla _js_the
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of state within 10 days after receipt of the petition by the
attorney generals If the petition is approved as to  forms
tha_ _attorney general shall forward the statement of purpossz
and the stategents of jmplication to the secretary of _state
ueoerale”

Section 8. Section 13-27-3134 MCA» is amended to read:

*13~27-313. Review of ballot €foerm forms by attorney
generals At--the--same-—time-——he-—returns---the--—statement
expiaining-—the-purposes——of-——the——+ssuey-—-the The attorney
general shall examijpe each _ballot form submitted to his
of _the ballot form shall notify the secretary of state of
his approval or disapproval rejection of the ballot form for
the-—-issue-subnitted-by-the-secretary. If the ballot form is
net--approved rejecteds the—-secretsry——of---stete——-shaid
inmediatety-—submit-s-new—bailtot—Form—snd-notice—of-approval
or-disapprovel-must-be-given-by the attorney general shall
apurove Qr reject a pew ballot form submitted by the
secretary of state pursuant to 13-27-310¢3) within 5 days of
receiving the new forme™

Section 9. Section 13-27-315¢ HMCAsy i5 amended to readg:

®*13-27-315« Statement-of-vote Statements by atiorpey
general on issues feferred by legislatures (1) ¥n-the-fase

of-an--pet--referred—to--the--peopte—or—-s-—constitut+ ~u3}

-
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amendment--proposed-——by--the—3egisinturer——the-secretory-of
state~sheli-prepare-a—statement—setting-forth——the--vote--by
whieh——the-—issue——-passed—eech—hoose—of-the-tegrsiaturev—Fhe
secretery-of-stete-—-shatt--Fite-—un—-—sfficiat-——copy——of--his
statement-—with—the—sttorney—generatis—statenent—on-the—+ssue
n--che-officiat-recordes-of-his—offices At the samse time the

attorney generals gursuvant to 13-27-313, inforss = the
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time sgecified for approval of the ballot forms”

NEM SELTIONg Section 10 Court review of attorney
general statesentse (1) If the proponents of a ballot
measure believe that the statement of purpose or the
statements of implication of a vote formulated by the
attorney general pursuant to 13-27-312 do not satisfy the
requirements of 13-27-312, they maye. within i0 days of
receipt of the notice from the secretary of state provided
for in 13-27-202y file an action in the district court in
and for the county of Lewis and Clark challenging the
adequacy of the statement and requesting the court to alter
the statesent.

{2) {a) Notice shall be served upon the secretary of
state and upon the attorney general. The action takes
precedence over other cases and matters in the district
courte The court shall examine the proposed measure and the
challenged statement and shall as soon as possible render a
decision and certify to the secretary of state a3 statement
which the court determines will meet the requirements of
13-27-312.

{b} A statement certified by the court shall be placed
on the petition for circulation and on the official ballote

{3) A copy of the petition in final form sust be filed
in the office of the secretary of state by the proponentse.

{%#} Any party may appeal the order of the district

=10~ Fl U
PRV o
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court to the Montana supreme court by filing a notice of
appeal within 5 days of the date of the order of the
district courts

Section 1l Section 13-27-40ly MCAy is awended to
read:

®13-2T7-401. VYoter information pamphlete (1) The
secretary of state shall prepare for printing a voter
information pamphlet containing the following information
for each ballot issue to be voted on at an elections as
applicadble:

{a) bhallat title and complete text of the issue;

4+b)——stetenent—of-the-secretery-of-stoted

ftey——statenent-of—the—ottorney-generaby

t43{b) the form in which the issue will appear on the
ballot; and

te¥{c) argueents advocating approval and rejection of
the issuet-end

1 --rebuttat-oerguments.

(2) Whenever wore than one ballot issue is to be voted
on at a single electiones the secretary of state may publish
a single pamphlet for atl of the baltot issuese The
secretary of state may arrange the information in the order
which seems wmost appropriates but the information for al)
issues in the pamphlet shall be presented in the same

order«"

-11-
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Section 12 Section 13-2T7-405s MCAsy is awended to
read:

"13-27-405. Committee expensess Each committec is
2ntitled to receive funds for the preparation of arqurents
and expenses of members not to exceed 4%58 3100 for a
threa-member committee and %258 $200 for a five-nember
committees Itemized claims for actual expenses incurreds
approved by a majority of the committees shall be submitted
to the secretary of state for payment from funds
appropriated for that purpose.®

Section 13« Saction 13-27-406s MCAy» is omended to
read:

"13-27-406. Limitation on length of arqument -— time
of filinge An argument advocating approval or rejection of 2
ballot issue is limited to 500 words and shall be filedy in
typewritten forme with the secretary of state no later than
38--days--fotltowing-the-dote-by-which—the~appointment-of-the
committes—wes-required-to—be—fited-—with-—the-——seeretery-—o+
stotev-in—no-coser-howeverv—may-en-argument-he-sobmitted-for
fi¥ing-—teter—-then 70 days before the election at which the
issue will be voted on by the peoples A majority of the
committee responsible for preparation must approve and sion
each argument filede Separate signed letters of approval of
an  argument may be filed with the secretary of state by

memhers of a committee if necessary to meet the filing
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deadlinee™

Section 14e Section 13-27-410s MCAsy is amended to
read:

"13-27-410. Printing and distribution of voter
information pamphlets ({1} The secretary of state shall
arrange with the department of administration by reqguisition
for the printing and delivery of a voter information
;ampitlet for all ballot issues to be submitted to the people
at least 90 days before the election at which they will be
submittede The requisition shiall include a delivery 1Ulist
providing for shipment of the required number of pamphlets
to each county and to the secretary of state.

(2} The secretary of state shall estimate the number
of copies necessary to furnish one copy to every-voter-in
esch~county gach majlipg address in the county at which  a
registered voter resides and provide for an extra supply of
the pamphlets in his office in detersining the number of
votsr pamphlets to be ordered in the requisitions

(3) The department of administration shall call for
bids and contract with the lowest bidder for the printing
and Jelivery of the voter information pamphlete The contract
shall require completion of printing and shipmunts as
specified on the delivery listy of the voter information
pamchlets by not Vater than 30 days before the election at

which the ballot issues will be voted on by the people.

-13-
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(4) The county official responsible for voter
registration in each county shall mail one copy of the wvoter
information pamphlet to each registered-voter—af-the-county
Lesidas no later than 2 weeks after the pamphlets are
received from the printer.

(5} Ten copies of the voter information pamphlet shall
be available at each precinct for use by any woter wishing
to raad the explanatory information and complete text before
voting on the ballbt issuese™

Section 15« Section 13-27-501y MCAs is amended to

®13-27-501« Secretary of state to certify ballot forme
The secretary of state shall furnish to the official of each
county responsible for preparation and printing of the
ballotsy at the same time as he certifies the names of the
persons who are candidates for offices to be filled at the
elections a certified copy of the form in which each ballot
issue to be voted on by the people at that election is to
appear on th2 ballote Unless otherwise gprovided in the
legislative act or petition placing the issue on the ballots
the secratary of state shall list for each issue the nusber.
the method of placement on the balloty the titles 1he
attoroey general®s explanatory statements if applicables and
the statements of the implication of a vote for or against

-t4- ol % - 8
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the issue that are to be placed beside the diagram for
m3rking the ballote The secrctary of state shall use for
each ballot issue the title of the 1l~agislative 1cty ar
legislative constitutional proposaly or ballet--vasde
proposed-by-any—type-—of--initietive--petition--uniess--thot
titie-—exceeds—-188-words the title providad by the attocney
geperal or district Courts A-titie-of-188-words-or-Iess-—for
the--baltot--shelt-—be-—-provided-—by--the-}egisteture—cor-the
ergenizetion—circulsting—the—petition-if-the—cfficial-—titie
exereds—188-wordss Following the number of the ballot issues
the secratary of state shall include one of the following
statements to identify why the issue has been placed on the
ballot:

{1) an act referred by the 1qgQislature;

{2) an amendment to the constitution proposed by the
legislature;

{3} an act of the legislature referred by referendum
petition; or

(4} a law or constitutional amendment proposed by
initiative petitions"

Section 16« Section 13-27-502, MCAes is amended to
read:

*13-27-502« Preparation of ballots by county
aofficialse Each of the county officials responsible for the

preparation and printing of the ballots shall print the
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ballot issues on the official ballot in the form and eorder
in which the issues have been certifiaed by the secretary of
statce Al ballot issues shall be placed on the official
0allot prescribed by 13-12-212, 13-17-205 and 13-17-206s or
13-18-201 through 13-18~206 unless specific written approval
by the secretary of state for placing the hallot issues on a
separate ballot is received by the official responsible for
printing the ballote The secretary of state may issue such
approval only when the number of issues to be voted on at an
election makes it +wmpossibide jmpractical to print the entire
ballots including the ballot issuesy on the offirial ballot
a3s prescribed by 13-12-212y 13-17-205 and 13-17-206+ or
13-18-201 through 13-18-206."

NEM SELIIONe Section 17« Limitation on title of
referred legislatione A1l bills referred by the legistature
to a vote of the people shall have a title of no were than
100 wordse

Section 18 Section B85-8-624s “CAy is amended to read.

=85-8~624« Assessments on improvements ~-- taxpayers'
approvals limitationse and election proceduress (1} 1t shall
fequire a vote of the persons on the assessment rolls in any
existing district to make Chapter 409 Laws of 1973,
applticable to such districtse

{2} Nothinyg in Chapter 409y Laws of 1973y confers upon

districts created for arainage purposes only the authority
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to levy assessments on benefits to improvementse

{3} The election provided for by subsection (1) shell
be governed by the following rules:

(a) Notice of the election shall be as provided in
85-8-303s except that the form of the ballot shall be as
hereinafter provided.

(b} The manner of conducting the election shall be as
provided in 85-8-304.

{c) The gqualifications of electors shall be as
provided §n 85-B-305s except thate in addition to persons
holding title or evidence of title to lands within the
districts any person as therein defined who does not own
land within the district but has been assessed or will have
his improvements assessed under Chapter 4§0%y Laws of 1973,
or who will be assessed for benefits received shall be
antitlad to one wotee Commissioners shall prepare a list of
such persons and give them notice as provided in 85-8-303.

{d) The commissioners of any district in existence
prior to March 2ls 1973+ who wish to hold an election to
determine if the district shall be governed by Chapter 409y
Laws of 1973« shall at any regular or special meeting adopt
a resolution calling for an election to determine whether or
not the voters of said district wish te be governad by
Lhapter 409s Laws of 1973« The resclution shall contain a

short summary of the changes made by Chapter 409y Laws of
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1973, and shal} include the summary as part of the notice
provided for by 85-3-303. In additions the commission shall
provide copies of Chapter 409, Laws of 1973+ to any person
interested in obtaining a copy of the same and the notice to
the persons in the district calling the election shall
describe where and how copies ®=ay be obtainede The
commissioners may auvthorize a reasonabte charge for
providing said copiess not to exceed 20 cents per pagee.

{e} The ballot shal) include the suemary as provided
for in the precedfng subsection and the form of the ballot
shall conforms as closely as possibles to that set forth in
13—23-3+4 Litle 13. chapter 27.

(f) A simple majority of those who cast valid ballots
shall determine the ocutcome of the electione®

Section 19« Repealeres Sections 13-27-314 and
13-27-40Ty MCA: are repealeds

-End-



STATE OF MONTANA N
RFOUEST NO, D0%=~79

FISCAL NOTE

Form BD-15

In compliance with a written request received __M‘?:rlgh . 2.@ e, 19 _7__9___ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note

for __ . SB. 256 e e PUTSUENT to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 - Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly,

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members

of the Legisliture upon request,

FISCAL NOTE BASED ON REFERENCE COPY

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:
Generally revise laws relating to statewide ballot issues.

ASSUMPTIONS:

Funds needed for committee expenses will be less due to decrease in allowable
dollar amount. Average of 18 committees appointed based on number of 1976 §&
1978 committee appointments.

Number of copies of voter information pamphlets ordered will be approximately
the same due to increased voter registration balanced by fewer pamphlets needec
since only 1 pamphlet will have to be sent to a residence having more than 1
registered voter with the same last name.

FISCAL IMPACT:
Expenditures Under Proposed Legislation

Personal Services 0
Operating Expenses $2,400
Capital Outlay 0
Total Expenditures Under Proposed Legislation $2,400
Less: Expenditures Under Current Law $3,300

Increased Expenditures Under Proposed Legislation § 400

DFe rpivy o —

LOCAL IMPACT:

Amount of postage expended for mailing of pamphlets (based on method used
in each county) could decrease by an approximate ¥%.

LONG-RANGE EFFECTS:

Better administrative review procedures, more explicit explanation of ballot
measures to voters causing fewer possible court cases. Could result in fewer
number of pamphlets to be printed upon purging of registration files after
presidential election in 1980.

kg 7 7
_J_fl_f_ﬁ. i JI d"‘ boadi— -ﬁ\‘
BUDGET DIRECTOR J
Office of Budget and Program Planning

Date: ___.}!._}.J_[lz_l_._-____
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SENATE 8ILL NO. 256
INTRODUCED BY LENSTNK
BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

A BILL FGR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE
LAWS RELATING TD STATEWIDE BALLOT ISSUES; AMENDING SECTIONS
13-27-201y 13-27-202+ 13-27-301s 13~-27-303+ 13-27-306s
13-27-310s 13-27-312y 13-27-313» 13-27~315, 13-27-401,
13-27-40%y 13-27-406s 13-27-410¢ 13-27-501e 13-27-502+ AND
85-8-624¢ MCA; AND REPEALING SEE¥ISNS JECTION 13-27-314 #ANS

23-2F-49Fs MCAL"

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section ls Section 13-27-201y MCA+ is amanded to read:
"j3-27-201. Form of petition generally. (1) A petition

for the initiatives the referendums or to call a

constitutional convention must be substantially in the form

provided by this chaptere Clerical or technical errors that
do not interfere with the ability to judge the sufficiency
of signatures on the petition do not render a petition void.

(2) Petition sheets may not exceed B 1/2 x 14 inches
in size. Separate sheets of a petition may be fastened in
sections of not more than 25 sheets. Near the top of each

sheet containing signature lines must be printed the title
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of the statute or constitutional amendment proposed or the
measure to beirefarted or a statement that the petition is
for the purpose of calling a3 constitutional conventions If
signature lines are printed on both the front and back of a
petition sheety the information raequired above aust appear
on both the front and back of the sheete The complete text
of the wmeasure proposed or referred must be attached to or
contained within each signature sheet if sheets are
circulated separately. Ibe _text of the seasure sust be ip
the bil) fors provided ic the sost recent issue of the bill
drafting mapual  furpished by the lggislative councils If
sheets are circulated in sectionse the complete text of the
measure must be attached to each section.*

Section 2. Section 13-27-202s MCAs is amended to read:

®13-27-202+ Approval of fors requireds [l) Before a
petition may be circulated for signaturesey a sample sheet
sust be submitted to the secretary of state in the form in
which it will be circulatede The secretary of state shall
rafer a copy of the petjtion sheet to the attorney general
for his approvale The secretary . of state and attorney
Jeneral  must each review the aheet petition for sufficiency
as to form and approve or reject the form of the petitiong
stating h+s thg reasons therefor for rejectiagns if any. ¥he
sttorney-generat-shati-retorn-the-sheet--together—~with--his
comments-within-3-working-days-after-reestving-its

-2- S8 256
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12) The secretary of state shall review the comments
and_statemants of the attorney general received pursuant _to
13-27-312 and make a final decision as to the approval or
disopprevad fejgction of the form of the sheet pegtitions The
secretary of state msuwst-notify shall send written optice to
the person who submitted the getition sheet of the approval
or rejection together with reasons for rejectione-—~+f
applieabler within 3--wesh--of--receiving 28 days aftar
sulLeission of the patition sheet.™

Section 3« Section 13-2T7-30ks MCAe is amended to read:

%13-27-301le Submission of petition sheets. Signed
sheets or sections of petitions shall be submitted to the
official responsible for registration of electors in the
county in which the signatures were obtained no sconer than
1 year and no later than 2 weeks before the final date for
filing the petition with the secretary of state. ¥n-no-easer
howevery-~may-—8--person-—submit—-o--sheet--or--section-of-a
petition-to-the—county-affietat-so-tate--as--to--eitow--tess
then--i--working--day--before—-the—finst-dote-for-fiting-the
petition—-—with--the--seeretary—-of--state--for---every---266
stqnotures-—on--the--sheots-—or--sectiony--of-—the--petition
submititede”™

Section %e. Section 13-27-303s NMCAs+ is amended %0 read:

»313-27-303., Vverification of signatures by county

officiale ¢k+ The county official receiving the sheets or
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sections of a3 patition shall check the names of 311 signers
to verify they are registered electors of the countya. In
additione the official shall randomly select signatures on
each sheet or section and compare them with the signatures
of the electors as they appear in the registration records
of the offices If all the randomly selected signatures
appear to be genuines the number of signatures of registered
electors on the sheet or section may be certified to the
secretary of state without further comparison of signaturese
If any of the randomly selected signatures do not appear to
be genuines al1) signatures on that sheet or section must be
compared with the signatures in the registration records of
the offices

t2)--Fhe-county-officiot-to-whom-the-sheets-or-sections
of-the-petition—ars-subaitted-noy--not--retain--a--sheet--or
section-—--for-—tonger--than--i--working--day--for--esch--280
stgnatures-on-the-sheet-or-sectionv-Fhe-secretary-—of--state
asy--axtend-~this--time-——+f--he-—-is--convinced--the-warklonad
+nvoived-requires-extensionv”

Section S Section 13-27-306¢ MCAe is amended to read:

"13-27T-306e Challenge to signatures by elector of
countys A registered elector of a county having reason to
believe that signatures on a petition that were not among
those actually compared with signatures in the registration

records of the county are not genuine may file a sworn
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statement <~r affirmation of his belief and request for
comparison of those signatures he believes are not genuine
with the county official certifying the sheet or section of
the petitione. If any of the challenged signatures are not
genuines the county official must compare all signatures on
that sheet or section and issue an amended certificate to
the secretary of stateg giving the correct number of valid
signaturess_on or before the deadlines as__provided for _io
13-27-104s. _for filing _jn the offijce of the secretary of
atate.”

Section &« Section 13-2T-310¢ MCAs is amended to read:

®13-27-310. Transmittal of issues referred Dby the
legislature and ballot form forms to the attorney general.
(1) The secretary of state shall transmit a copy of e-baitet
+3sue--proposed--by-——any--type-—-of-—inttiestive-—petition—-or
referred--to-the-pecpte-by-referendum-petition-and-e-copy-of
the form in which the 3 ballot issue proposed by petition
wiil appear on the ballot to the attorney general on the
same day he-certifies-the-officiat-Fiting-of the completed
petition jg certified to the governore.

{2) The secretary of state shal) transmit a copy of an
act referred to the people or a constitutional asendment
proposed by the legislature and 3 copy of the form in which
the issue will appear on the ballot to the attorney general

no later than & months before the election at which the

-5~ S8 256
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issue will be voted on by the people.

1331 _If the ballot form is nok aoproved by the attorpey
yeneral _pursuant to 13-27:-2132 the secretary of staie shall
iseadiately _subsit .2 _oew dallot form _to the attorpey
ganecala”

Section T« Section 13-27-312+ MCAy is amended to read:

%13-2T7-312+ Attorney--generatis-—statement Review of
petition by attorney general -- _preparation _of _statesent.
Within-ié-doys-afeter—receiving-a-copy-of-e-betiot-issue-thet
witt--be--vetead-on-by-the-peopler-the-atterney-general-shald
return-to-the-secretary-of-state-a-statement-—npot-—exeeeding
208--words—-in-ordinery-ptoin-tonguage-exploining-the-generesd
purpose--of--the--issue--submitteds--Fhe--statement--by-—the
attorney--qgeneral--shail-qgive-o-troe-snd-impartiat-statenent
of-the-purposes-of-the-issue——+n--ploiny-—ensity-—underatood
}anguage--and-—in-a-menner-thet-ts-not-en-argunent-or-tikedy
to~ereste-prejudice-either-for-or--against--the--issues (1}
Upoa __receipt of 4 petition from the office of the secretary
of .state pursuant_to 13-27-202x the_attorpey general _shall
exapine _the _petition as to fores If the petition forw is
approyeds the attorney general sball prepare and tronsmit tp
the secretary of state a3 concise stateseot not exceeding 100
wordss. This_staterept sball exgress .a _true oaod _imspartial
explapnation of the purpose of the propussd ballot issue in
glains casily understood longuages.  Ibe statement _may oot
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intentionatly be__an. _arQueent and may oot intentionsily be
sritten so _as _to _create prejudice _for or _against. _tne
seasurgs Ihe stategent prepared pucsuant to this_subsections
unless _altered by & court undar_  [section 1QJs _is the
petition title for the seasure circulated by the getition
and _the ballot titls if the measure is placed on the ballote

42)__ At __the same _tiee _the statement _of purpose is

issups The statoments of implication _prepared pursuant _to
this __sectioos unless altered by a_court uoder [section 10]s
are the statements Lo be used on the petition and the ballot
if the seasure jis placsd on the ballots The stataments _of
implication shall be placed beside the diagram provided for

AGAINST extending the right to vote .to _persons 18
years of ages

£3)__If the petitiop s _rejected as to forms the

atrorney gengral shall forwacd bis compepts tg the secretary
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of _state within 10 days after receipt of the petition by the
attocney gensrals If the petition is approved as .to _forme
the _attocaey general sball formard the sfatement of purpose
and_the statemeots of implication to the secretary of state
within 21 days _aftar receint of the petitiop by the atiorney
gsoerals”

Section 8 Section 13-27-313, MCAs is amended to read:

»13-27-313. Review of ballot form forgs by attorney
generale. At-—the--seme--time——he--retarns-—-the---statement
explaining--the--purposes-—of--the--issuey-—the Iheg attorney
general shall sxasins each _ballot form submitted to  his
effice pursuant _to 13-27-310 and within 20 days.of receipt
of _the_hallot form shall notify the secretary of state of
his approval or disepprovat rejaction of the ballot form for
the--issue-subaitted-by-the-secretary. If the ballot form is
not--epproved [rgjgcieds the-~-seeretary—-of---state---shati
ranediatety--sobmit-s-new-betiot-form-and-notice-of-spprove’
or-disapprovel-must-be-given-by the attorney general shall
dparave_ or..rejeck 3. pew ballot form submitted by the
secretary of state pursuant to 13-27-310(3} within 5 days of
receiving the new form."

Section 9+ Section 13-27-315+ MCAs is amended to read:

"13-27-315. Stotement-of-vete Statements by attorney
general on issues referred by legislatures. (1) ¥In-the-case

of-an--get--referred--to-—the--people--or--a--econstitution~}

-f- sSB 256
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amendment--proposed--hy--the-~tegistaturer-~the-secretary-of
state-shati-prepare-s-statement-setting-forth--the--vote--by
which--the--+3s3ue--passed-ecach-house-of-the-tegirstaturer-Fhe
seeretary-of-stote--shati--fite--an--officiat--copy-~of-—his
statement-with-the-attorney-genersl2s-atatement-on-the~ +ssoe
rn--the-offreial-records-of-his-offices AL _the samwe time the
atlorouy__geoerals _pursuant . 1o 13=-21-313s  _infores __ the
secretary .of state of the approval or rejection of a ballot
form _for _an_issue prapased. by the legislatucres the Jtiorney
general _shall forward. to the secrefary of state a statements
oot _exceeding 100 _wordss _expressing a true and isparsial
explanatioo of the purpose of the measuce_ in _plaine easily
understood languages Ihe statement say oot iatentienaily be
an_argumeot_and @ay_not ioteorionaddy e written o create a
arejudice for or_agaiost the issues The stakesent _prepargd
uoder _this _seqtion _is_ knowo.  as_the _attorney general's
explanatory statements

12)__1f statements of the implication of a wote for or
aganist __a _bhallat__issue  have _pot_ been _peovided by the
legislatures _the _attorpey geperal __shall _prepare __the
statementss Requirements _for statements aof implicatico for
ballot issues referred by the legislature are _ihe _same  as
those __provided in_ 13-27-312 for other  Baliet _issuess
statewents of implication prepared by the  axtoroey _ganecal
sust be returned to the secretary of state no later than the

-9 58 256
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time spacifiad for approval ¢f the ballot forma®

MEX SECTION. Section 10. Court review of attorney
general statements. (1) If the proponents of a ballot
measure believe that the statement of purpose or the
statements of impiication of a vote formulated by the
attorney general pursuant to 13-27-312 do not satisfy the
requiresents of 13-27-312, they wmaye within 10 days of
receipt of the notice from the secretary of state provided
for in 13-27-202, file an action in the district court in
and for the county of Lewis and Clark challenging the

adequacy of the statement and requesting the court to alter

the statement.

{2) {a) Notice sha'l be served upon the secretary of
state and wupon the attorney ganerale. The action takes
precedance over other cases and matters in the district
courte The court shall examine the proposed measure and the
challenged statement and shall as soon as possible render a
decision and certify to the secretary of state a statement
which the court determines will meet the requirements of
13-27-312.

(D) A statement certified by the court shall be placed
on the petition for circulation and on the official ballote

{3) A copy of the paetition in final form must be filed
in the office of the secretary of state by the proponentse

(4) Any party may appeal the order of the district

-10- 58 256
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court to the Montana supreme court by filing a notice of
appeal within 5 days of the date of the order of the
district courte

Section 1ll. Section 13-27-401y M{A, is amended to
read:

"13-27-401. Vvoter information pamphiets (1) The
secretary ef state shall prepare for printing a voter
information pamphlet containing the following information
for each baltlot issue to be voted on at an electionsy as
applicadble:

(a) hallot titie and complete text of the issue;

tb)--statenent-of-the-sgeretary-of-stated

tey--statenent-of-the—-attorney—-generats

t43{h) the form in which the .issue wi!l appear on the
ballot; and

tedic) asrguments advocating approval and rejection of
the issuet-eandi_AND

tfy——rebuttat-argusents D) REBUTIAL ARGUMENTS.

123 _THE PAMPHLET SHALL ALSO CONTAIM A NOYILE ADYISEING
IME RECIPIENT WHERE ADOQITIONAL COPIFS QOF THE PAMPHLEI MAY RE
OBIAINEDs

+23{3) Whenever wore than one ballot issve is to be
voted on at a single electione the secretary of state may
publish a single pamphlet for al} of the bdallot issuess The

secretary of state say arrange the information in the order
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which seems wmost appropriates but the information for all
Issues in the pamphlet shall be presented in the same
ordere"™

Section 12. Section 13-27-405¢ MCAy is amended to
read:

"13-27-405. Committee expensess Each committee is
entitled to receive funds for the preparation of arguments
and expenses of members not to exceed $i58 3100 for a
three-member committee and 4258 3200 for a five-memwber
committee. Itemized claims for actual expenses incurrede
approved by a majority of the committees shall be submitted
to the secretary of state for payment from funds
appropriated for that purposee™

Section 13« Section 13-27-406s MCAy is amended to
read:

*13-27-4#06. Limitation on length of argument --— time
of filinge An argument advocating approval or rejection of a
ballot issue is limited to 500 words and shall be fileds in
typewritten forms with the secretary of state no later than
36-~-days--foltowing-the-date-by-which-the-appointment-of-the
committee-was-required-to-be-fited——with--the--secretary——of
stetev-in-no-casev-howevery-may-sn—argument-be-submitted-for
f#ting--tater--than F8 (5 days before the election at which
the issue will be voted on by the people. A majority of the

committee reaesponsible for preparation must approve and sion
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each argument fii=de Separate signed letters of approval of
an argument may be filed with the secretary of state by
members of 2 committee if necessary to meet the filing
deadline."

Section l4s Section 13-27-410s MLAs is amended to
read:

"13-27-410« Printing and distribution of voter
information pamphlete (1) The secretary of state shall
arrange with the department of administration by requisition
for the printing and delivery of a voter information
pamphlet for alt ballot issues to be submitted to the people
at least 90 days before the election at which they will be
submittede The requisition shall include a delivery list
providing for shipment of the required number of pamphlets
to each county and to the secretary of statea.

{2) The secretary of state shall estimate the number
of copies necessary to furnish one copy to every-voter-in
each-county gach wmailing address io the county _at__which _2
registered__yoter resides and provide for an extra supply of
the pamPhlets +mn-hiS-effice in determining the number of
voter pamphlets to be ordered in the requisition.

{3) The department of administration shall call for
pids and contract with the lowest bidder for the oprinting
and delivery of the voter information pamphlet. The contract

shallt require completion of printing and shipments as
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specified on the delivery tists of the voter information
paxnpnlets bf not later than 30 days befeore the election at
which the ballot issues will be voted on by the pecples

{4) The county official raesponsible for voter
registration in each county shall mail one copy of the voter
information pamphlet to each registersd-voter—-of-the-county
#3ilipng _address_in. the couoty at which _a registered yoter
resides no tater than 2 weeks after the pamphlaets are
received froms the printers

{5) Ten copies of the voter inforwmation pamphlet shall
be available at each precinct for use by any voter wishing
to read the explanatory information and coaplete text before
voting on the ballot issues.”

Section 15 Section 13-27-501s MCAsy is amended to
read:

*13-2T7-501e Secretary of state to certify ballot form.
The secretary of state shall furnish to the official of each
county responsible for preparation and printing of the
ballotse at the same time 3s he certifies the names of the
persons who are candidates for offices to be filled at the
electiony a certified copy of the form in which each ballot
issue to be voted on by the people at that election is to
appear on the ballote Unless otherwise provided in the
legislative oct or petition placing the issue on the ballots

the secretary of state snhall list for each issue the numbers

14— 58 256
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the method of placement on the balloty the titles the
attorney general’s explapatory statements if applicables and
the statements of the implication of a vote for or against
the issue that are-to be placed beside the diagras for
marking the ballote The secretary of state shall use for
each ballot issue the title of the legislative acty gr
legislative constitutional proposaly or ba¥;ee--issue
proposed-by-eny-type-—ef-—initiative-—petiction--untess--that
titte—-exceeds--180-words tha title provided by the attorasy
geogial _or district courte A-titte—of-1098-worde-or-tess--feor
the—--baldot—~shatl--be--provided--py—-the-legistature—or-the
orgenisatiron-circulating-the-petition—if-the-official--titie
exceeds-180-wordss Following the number of the ballot issues
the secretary of state shall include one of the following
statements to identify why the issue has been placed on the
ballot:

{1) an act referred by the legislature;

{2} an amendment to the constitution proposed by the
legislature;

{3) an act of the legislature referred by referendus
petition; or

{(4) a law or constitutional amendment proposed by
initiative patition.”

Section 16« Section 13-2T7-502y MCAs is amended to

raead:
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%13-27-502. Preparation of ballots by county
officialse Each of the county officials responsible for the
preparation and printing of the bdllots shall print the
ballot issues on the official ballot in the form and order
in which the issues have been certified by the secretary of
states AlY ballot issues shall be placed on the official
ballot prescribed by 13-12-212¢ 13-17-205 and 13-17-206y or
13-18-201 through 13-18-206 unless specific written approval
by the secretary of state for placing the ballot issues on a
separate ballot is received by the official responsible for
printing the ballots The secretary of state may issue such
approval only when the number of issues to be voted on at an
election makes it +mpossibde impractical to print the entire
ballots inciuding the ballot issuess on the official ballot
as prescribed by 13-12-212y 13-17-205 and 13-17-2064 or
13-18-201 through 13-18-206."

MEM SECTION: Section 1T. Limitation on title of
referred legislations Al1Y bills referred by the legislature
to a vote of the people shall have a title of no more than
100 wordse

Section 18« Section B85-B-624¢+ MLAs is amended to read:

"3§5-8-624, Assessments on improvements —-- taxpayers'
approvals limitationss 2nd election procedures. (1} It shall
require a vote of the persons on the assessment rolls in any

existing district to make Chapter 409s Llaws of 1973.

=16~ SB 256
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applicable to such districtse

{2} Nothing in Chapter %09, Laws of 1973, confers upon
districts <created for drainage purposes only the authority
to laevy assessments on benefits to improvementss

{3) The election provided for by subsection (1) shall
pe governed by the following rules:

fa) Notice of the election shall be as provided in
85-8-303, except that the form of the ballot shall be as
hereinafter provided.

(o} The manner of conducting the election shall be as
provided in 85-8-304.

{c) The qualifications of electors shall be as
provided in B85-8-305. except thats in addition to persons
holding title or evidence of title to lands within the
districty any person as therein defined who does not own
land within the district but has been assessed or will have
his improvements assessed under Chapter 409s Laws of 1973,
or who will be assessed for benefits received shall be
entitled to one vote. Commissioners shall prepare a list of
such persons and give them notice as provided in 85-8-303.

{d) The commissioners of any district in aexistence
prior to March 2ls 1973s who wish to hold an election to
determine if the district shall be governed by Chapter &09¢
Laws of 1973, shall at any regular or special meeting adopt

a resolution calling for an election to determine whether or
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not the voters of said district wish to be governed by
Chapter §0907 Laws of 1973. The resolution shall contain a
short summary of the changes made by Chapter 409s Laws of
1973y and shall include the summary as part of the notice
provided for by 85-8-303. In additions the commission shall
provide copies of Chapter 409y Laws of 1973+ to any person
interested in obtaining a copy of the same and the notice to
the persons in the district calling the election shall
describe where land how copies may be obtainede The
commissioners way authorize a reasonable charge for
providing said copiess not to exceed 20 cents per page.

(e} The ballot shall include the summary as provided
for in the preceding subsection and the form of the ballot
shall conforms as closely as possibles to that set forth in
+3-23-34 litle_13s chapter 21.

(f} A simple majority of those who cast valid ballots
shall determine the outctome of the election.”

Section 19. Repealer. Seetions SECTIION 13-27-314 and
+3-2¥-480%¢ MCAs are IS repealed.

~End-

-18- 58 2546
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SENATE BILL NOe. 256
INTRODUCED BY LENSINK
BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY UF STATE AND

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE
LAWS RELATING TO STATEWIDE BALLOT ISSUES; AMENGING SECTIONS
13-27-201» 13-27-202, 13-27-301, 13-27~303, 13-27-306+
13-27-310s  13-27-312s 13-27-313,  13-27-315,  13-27-40l,
13-27-405+ 13-2T7-406» 13-27-410y 13-27-501s 13-27-5024 ANMD
85-8-624, MCA; AND REPEALING SEEFIONS SECTION 13-27-314 AND

13-23-48F¢ MCA"

BE IT EMNACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 13-27-201y MCAs is amended to reud:
"13-27-201« Form of petition generally. (1) A petition

for the initiatives the referendums or to call a

constitutional convention must be substantially in the form

provided by this chaptere Clerical or technical errors that
do not interfere with the ability to judge the sufficiency
of siqnatures on the petition do not render 3 petition voide.

{2} Petition sheets may not exceed 8 172 x 14 inches
in sizee Separate sheets of a petition may be Ffastened in
sections of not more than 25 sheetss Near the top of each

sheet containing signature lines must be printed the title
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of the statute or constitutional amendment proposed or the
measure to be referred or a statement that the petition is
for the purpose of calling a constitutional convention. If
signature lines are printed on both the front and back of a
petition sheets the information required above must appear
on both the front and back of the sheete The complete text
of the weasure proposed or referred must be attached to or
contained within each signature sheet if sheets are
circulated scparagely. Ihe. _text of the ssasure sust be lao
the bjill fore provided in the most receot issue of the Dill
deafting msanual furnisbed by the legislative councila If
sheets are circulated in sectionss the complate text of the
measure aust be at;ached to sach section.™

Section 2. Section 13-27-202+ MCAe is amended to read:?

*13-27-202. Approval of fore required. [l} Before a
petition may be circulated for siqnaturess a sample sheet
sust be submitted to the secretary of state in the fora in
which it will be circutated.s THE_SAMPLE PETITION MAY NQI _BE
SMBMITIEC 10 _YHE SECRETARY OF STATE SORE _THAN ) YEAR PRIOR
10 _THE_FINAL _DATE FOR EILING THE SIGNED _PETITION WITH _THE
SECREYARY QOF SIAIEs The secretary of state shall refer a
copy of the petitiopn sheet to the attorney general for his
approvale The secretary of state and attorney general must
each review the sheet gsii;ign for sufficiency as to form

and approve or reject the form of the petitions stating his
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the reasons therefor for rejectioas _if__anye Fhe--attorney
qenerei--sheait-~return--the-sheet-together-with-his-comments
wiehin-3-werking-days-after-receiving-ite -

42) The secretary of state shall review the comsments
and _statemsnts of the attorney general received pursuant 19
13=21-312 and make a final decision 3as to the approval or
disepprovet [gigction of the form of the sheet gatitione. The
secratary of state wmwat-not+fy ghall send wcitteq natice to
the person who subsitted the patition sheet of the approval
or--~rejection——together--with--reesons-~for--rejectiony--i§
spplicabier within t--week--of-‘receiving 28 _cdays after
subsission. of the getitiog sheet. IHE SECREIARY Of STATE
SHALL SEMO WRITTEN NQYICE IF THE PETETION HAS BEEN REJECTED
IOGETHER _MITH REASONS FOR REJECTION WITHIN 1% CAYS AFTER
SUBMISSION OF THE PETITION SHEEY."

Section le Section 13-27-301. MCAs is amended to read:

*13-27-301. Submission of petition sheets. Signed
sheets or sections of petitions shall be submitted to the
official responsible for registration of electors in the
county in which the signatures were obtained no sooner than
-yeor 3 _MONIHS and no tater than 2 weeks before the final
date for filing the petition with the secretary of state. #n
no--eaaev-no-everv--oy-a-persaa-suon+e—o-sheet-er—seeeéon-ef
a-petitéen-ta—eha—eoua!7-04¢+eie}-so—?cte—ns-te--s+¥o~——}ess

then—-i---orh+nq’-dor—-beﬁore—-!hc—féna%-daee—fer—fﬁiing-the
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petit&on--+th—-eho—-ooefoe-fy--of--oecto--ior——-evofy-—-aes
sigaot-ros--oa--tho--oho-to—-or--scetions--of——thc--petétien
submitteds”™

Section 4« Section 13-27-303+ MCA+ is amended to read:

"13-27-303,. Verification of signatures by county
cfficials +¢+% The county official receiving the sheets or
sections of a petition shall check the names of all signers
to verify they are registered electors of the countye In
adagitions the official shall randomly select signatures on
each sheet or section and compare them with the signatures
of the electors as they appear in the registration records
of the offices If a1} the randomly selected signatures
appear to be genuines the number of signatures of registered
elgctors on tha sheet or section may be certified to the
secretary of state without further comparison of signaturese.
If any of the randomly setected signatures do not appear to
be genuine, all signatures on that sheet or section must be
compared with the signatures in the registration records of
the office.

t23--Fhe-county-officinti-to—when-the-sheets-or-sections
of-the-petition-sre-submitted-may--not--retatn--a--~sheec--or
section-~-for--Fonger——than--it-—werking--dey--for--eoch--268€
signatures-on-the-sheet-or-sectionv-Fhe-secretsry-—of--stete
may--extend--this--time—~+f--he--is——convinced--the-workioad

+hveived-regquires-extensions™
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Section Se Section 13-27-306s MCAy is amended to read:

"13-2T7-306. Challenge to sianatures by elector of
countys A registered elector of a county having reason to
believe that signatures on a petition that were not among
those actually compared with signatures in the registration
records of the county are not genuvine may file a sworn
statement or affirmation of his belief and request for
comparison of those signatures he believes are not genuire
with the county official certifying the sheet or section of
the petitione If any of the challenged signatures are not
genuines the county official must compare all signatures on
that sheet or section and issue an amended certificate to
the secretary of states giving the correct number of valid
signaturess_opn_gr before the deadlines as _pcovided for _in
13-21-104s _for filing io_ _the office of the secretary of
state."™

Section 6. Section 13-2T7-310s MCAs is amended to read:

"13-27-310. Transmittal of issues referrad hy _the
legislature and pvallot ferm forms to the attorney generale
(1) The secretary of state shall transmit a copy of e-bs}toe
+ssue~-proposed--by-—any--type-—of--inttiative--petvrtion--or
referred--to-the-peopte-by-referendum-petition-and-o-copy-of
the form in which ¢he 3_ballet issue proposed by _petitipo
will appear on the ballot to the attorney general on the

same day he-ecertifies-the-officiat-friing-of the completed
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petition 5 certified to the governosr.

(2) The secrctary of state shall transmit a copy of an
act referred to the people or a constitutional amendment
proposed by the legistature and a copy of the form in which
the issue will appear on the ballot to the attorney general
no later than 6 months before the election at which the
issue will be voted on by the peoples

133 __1f the ballot fore is not apgroved by the attorney
geperal _pursuant _te 13=-27-313s the secretary of sgate shall
imwediately submit__a_ _new _ballot form _to the _attorney
gengrals”

Section T. Section 13-27-312y MHCA, is amended to read:

"13-27-312. ;tternev-—genere?is-—state-ent Review of
netition Dy attorney general -=__greparatico _of statesent.
Within-10-days-after-receiving-s-copy-of-a-batiot-irssue-thet
witl--pe--voted-on-by-the-peoplev-the-etterney-generad-shalt}
return-to-the-secretary-of-stoate-s-statement--net--exceeding
188--wordes-+n-ordinary-plarn-tsngquage-expltaining-the-generead
purpose-—of-~the--+ssne—-submittedy——Fhe-—stotenent——hy--the
ateorney--generat--shetd-give-a-truye-and-importinl-stotenent
af-the-purposes-of-the-trssoe—-in--phainy--eesity--understood
Ienguage--and--in-e-monner-that-t3-not-an-argueent-or-tikely
to-create-prejudice-atther-for-or--agoainst--the--rasvev (1)
upon__receipt of a petition from the office of the secretary
of _st2te pursuant to 13-27-202. the attaorney geperal _shall
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axaming__the petition _as _to forms If the patition form is
approyeds the attorney general sball prepare aod iragsmit tg
the_secretary of state a concise statesent not eaceeding 10C
nordss Ibis statement shall expeess. a3 _true. and._ispartial
explapaticn  _of _the gurpose of the propased ballot issue ip
@2lains_easily understood language.. The _sidiesent _say not
inteatianaily bhe. _an__argueent and may not isteotieanidy be
mritten S0 _as Lo _create prejudice for _or _against _the
seasures Jhe statesant prepared pursuaot o this_subsections
unless altered by a court under [section 10Js _ is the
petition title for the megasure circulated by the petition
and_the ballos title jif tbe seasure is placed on the ballots

{123 A the same tise. _the statesent of purpose is
Rrapareds the attorney general sball peepare statesepts  of
tha isplication of 2 wols for or agaiost a hallos issues The
statesents _of implication may be po more than 25 words each
and__sball_ _be 10 _sisoles __impactial _ language __clearly
gxplaining. the seaping of a_vote for and a vote against the
issues Tha stateseols of isplicatioon prepared _pucsyaot _tg
this__sections unless allered Dy a court yoder [section 10)s
arz_tbe statements Lo De used op ihe petition and the ballot
if_the measure is placed oo the ballcte. _Ibe statesents _Qf
implication_ _sball be placed beside the diagras provided for
marking of the ballot ip_a sapner similar to the following

examples
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[:] EQR__exatending.the right to wote to persens ifi_years
of _ages

R AGAINST extending the right to yote _to _persons _12
years of ages

13) _1f _the getition is__rejected as_ _to _forms the
attorney geoeral sball forward his cosssnts to the secretary
of _state withio 10 davs after receint of the pexition by the
atioroay_gensrale If the Detitioa is approved. as__to. faorsms
the__atteroey genecal sball forwacd the statesent of purpose
ang the statepanta of imglication to the sacretary of state
withio_2) _days after geceipt of the petiticn by_the atiorney
genaral.”

Section Be Section 13-2T-3i3, MCAs is amended to read:

®13-27-313. Review of ballot Form fores by attorney
generale At--the--seme--téime--he--returns---the---statement
explatning--the--purposes—-of--the--+ssuey--the The attorney
general shall examine sach _ballot foram  submitted to _his
office pursuant xo 13=-27-310 and within 20 days of receipt
ef _the bajlot fore shall notify the secretary of state of
his approval! or disspprove¥ (gjectian of the ballot form for
the--tssue-submitted-by-the-secretary. 1f the ballot form is
not--appraeved rejecieds the—-secretary-~of-———state-——-shelt
rmmediatedy——submtt-a-new-bettot-form-end-notice-of-approva?
or~dirsapprovai-must-be-atven~by the attorney general shall

approve _or _rejgct a new ballor form submitted. Dby the
-8- SB 256
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secretary of state pursuapnt fo 13-21-310{3}) within 5 days of
receiving the new form."™

Section 9. Section 13-2T7-315s MCAs is amended to read:

n13-27-315. Stetement-of-vote Statements _hy _atiorpey
geperal on issues referred by legislatures (1) #n-the-coase
ef-an--act--referred--te--the-—people--er--a--constitotionat
amendment--proposed-—by-~the--}tegistaturey—-the-seecretary-of
stete-shali-prepore-a-statement-setting-forth--the--vete--by
whieh--the--issue--passed-each-house-of-the-tegrsistures—¥he
secretary-of-state--shati--fite-—en--officiat-—copy--of-~nis
statement-with-the-attorney-generalia-—statement-on-the-issue
+n-—the-officinat-recordas-of-his-officer At Lthe same time. the
attorney _generals _pursuant .te . 13-27-313. _ipfores. _.the
secretary _of state of the approval or rejection of a ballet
form for_ an issug propoesed by the legislatures the _atiorney
general _sball forward Lo the secretary of state a statemenis
not__exceeding 100 _wordss exaressing .2 true and jmpartial
explanatign _of the purpose of the measure in__plaios_ _gasily
undecssoad. languages Ihe stateeent Bay oot intentianaiiy be
an_argupent and may_not intentionaily bDe written o Create 3
prejudice_for or against tbe issues Ihe _statesent _preparad
under _this__ section is._ koowp _as the  _attocoey geGeral’s
explapatory statesents

12)__If statepents of the ieplication of a vote for _oc
aganist__a__ballot _issuq_ _have nat _been _provided by the
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legislatures _the _attorney general __shall _ _prepare _the
statementss _Bequirements for statements of isplication for
pallet issues referced by the legislature are _the same _as
those_ __groyvidad in_ 13-27-302_ _for _other_ _ballot _issuesa
Statemants of .isplicatioo _pcapared by tbe _attoroey _geoaral
sust _be retucned to the secretary of state ne later than_the
time specified for_ aporoval of the hallot forea”

NEM_SECIION. Section 10« Court review of attorney
general statements, (1} If the proponents of a ballot
measure believe that the statement of purpose or the
statements of isplication of a wvote formulated by the
attorney general pursvant to 13-27-312 do not satisfy the
requirewents of 13-27-312+ they mayes within 10 days of
receipt of the notice from the secretary of state provided
for in 13-27-202, file an action in the district court in
and for the county of Llewis and Clark challenging the
adequacy of the statewent and requesting the court to alter
the statement.

{2} _1f__THE QPPONENTS QOF A BALLOJ MEASURE DELIEVE THAT

CIHE _STATEMENY Q€ PURPOSE QR THE STATEMENTS QFf I[MPLICATION OF

4 YOTE EORMULAIED _BY _JHE _ATTQSNEY GENERAL PURSUANY__10
13-27-312 00 _NOT_SATISEY THE BEQUIREMENTS Of 13-27-312s IHEY
BAYs _W1IniN__10__DAYS _QOF THE OATE OF CERTIFICATION TQ THE
GOVERNOR THAT IHE COMPLEIED _PEYIIION _HAS BEEN QFFEICIALLY
EILEDs _EILE_ AN ACTION IN THE DISTRICT COURY 1IN AND EQR_THE

-10- 58 256



10
1
12
13
14
15
16
17
10
19
20
21
22
23
26
25

SB 0256703

COUNIY OF LEWIS AND CLARK CHALLENGING IME _AQEQUACY OF THE
SIAYEMENI  _AND AREQUESTING THE COQURY TO ALTER IME SIATEMENI.

t23£33 (a) Notice shall be served upon the secretary
of state and upon the attorney general. The action takes
precedence over other cases and matters in the district
courte The court shall examine the proposed measure and the
challenged statement and shall as soon as possible render a
decision and certify to the secretary of state a statesent
which the court determines will meet the requirements of
13-27-312. '

(b} A statement certified by the court shall bde placed
on the petition for circulation and on the official ballots

+3%14) A copy of the petition in fina! forms wmust be
filed in the office of the secretary of state by the
proponentse.

+4%4(5]1 Any party may appeal the order of the district
court to the Montana supreme court by fiting a notice of
appeal within 5 days of the date of the order of the
district courte.

Section lle Section 13-27~40le MCAy is amended to
read:

®13-27-401. VYoter information pamphlete {1} The
secretary of state shall prepare for printing a voter
information pamphlet containing the following information

for each ballot issue to be voted on at an election. as
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applicable:

{a) bhallat title and complete text of the issue;

th¥--statement-of-the-secretary-of-statet

ted-—stetenent~of-the-attorney-generats

teé¥ih) the form in which the issue will appear on the
ballot; and

tedic) arquments advocating approval and rejection of
the issuet-end; ANG

tf)--redbuttal-argumentsil)  AERUTTAL_ARGUUENES.

121 _XHE PAMPHLEL SHALL ALSO COMTALN A NOULCE _ADNESING
IHE RECIPIEMT WHERE ADOITIONAL LOPIES OF THE EAMPHLET MAY BE
QBIAINEDS

+294(3) Whenever more than one ballot issue is to be
voted on at a single elections the secretary of state may
publish a single pamphlet for all of the ballot issues. The
secretary of state may arrange the infermation in the order
which seems wmost appropriates but the information for all
issues in the pamphlet shall be presented in the same
ordera."

Section 12+ Section 13-27-405y MCAy is amended to
read:

"13-27-405. Committee expensess E£ach committee is
entitled to receive funds for the preparation of arguments
and expenses of members not to exceed 4$158 3100 for a

three-member cosmittee and $250 3200 for a five-member
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committeece Ttemized claims for actual expenses incurreds
approved by a majority of the committees shall be submitted
to the secretary of state for payment from funds
appropriated for that purpose.”

Section 13. Section 13-2T7-406y MCAy is asended to
read:

"13-27-406. Limitation on leagth of arqument -- time
of filinge An argument advocating approval or rejection of a
ballot issue is limited to 500 words and shall be filteds in
typewritten formy with the secretary of state no later than
39--days--foltewing-the-date-by—which-the-appointsent—of-the
committee-was-reguired-to-be~-fried--with--the--secretary--of
states-in-no-casev-howevery-pey-sn-srounent-be-subuitted-for
frtina--tater——-than 38 495 days before the election at which
the issue will be voted on by the people. A majority of <the
committee responsible for preparation must approve and sign
each arqument fileds Separate signed letters of approval of
an  arqument may be filed with the secretary of state by
members of a committee if necessary to meet the filing
deadl ine."™

Section l4e Section 13-27-410s MCAy is amended to
read:

n131-27-410. Printing and distribution of voter
information pamphlete (1) The secretary of state shall

arrange with the department of administration by reguisition
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for the printing and delivery of a voter information
panphlet for all hallot issues to be submitted to the peoplte
at Jleast 90 days before the election at which they will be
submitteds The requisition shall include a delivery 1list
providing for shipeent of the required number of pasphlets
to eoch county and to the secretary of states

{2) The secretary of state shall! estimate the number
of copies necessary to furnish one copy to every-voter—+n
each-county goch-sgiling--address-in-the-county-at--which--9
regiatergd-—yotepr-—redidey--and EYERY VYOTYER_IN EACH COUNTYs
EXCEPT THAT IMQ QR MOBE YOIERS WITH THE SANE MAILING AQDRESS
AND THE SAME LASYT NAME MAY BE _COUNTED _AS ONE  YOTER. _THE
SELBEIA&I.-DE_SIAIE-SE‘LL provide for an extra supply of the
pamphlets in-his-office in determining the number of voter
pamphlets to be ordered in the requisitions

{3) The department of administration shall call for
bias and contract with the lowest bidder for the printing
and delivery of the voter information pamohlet. The contract
shall require completion of printing and shipmente as
specified on the delivery lists of the voter information
pamphlets by not later than 30 days before the election at
which the ballot issues will be voted on by the people.

{4) The county official responsible for vater
regyistration in each county shall mail oane copy of the voter

information pamphlet to each registered-voter-of-the-county
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saiting-oddreas-in-the-ceunty-at-which=—a--regiatersd-cyoter
casides BEGISTERED VOTER IN THE COUNTYs EXCEPT THAY TWOQ OR
HORE YOYERS WIIH THE SAME MAILING AQDDRESS _ANQ THE SAME _LASI
NAME _MAY_  BE__COUNTED _AS ONE VOTER, THE MAILING SHALL TAKE
PLACE no later than Z weeks after the pamphlets are received
from the printere.

{5) Ten copies of the voter information pamphtet shald
be available at qach precinct for use by any voter wishing
to read the explanatory information and cosplete text before
voting on the ballot issues.™

Section 15. Section 13-27-501ly MCA, ijs amended to
read:

®13-27-501. Secretary of state to certify ballot form.
The secretary of state shall furnish to the official of each
county responsibie for preparation and printing of the
ballotsy at the same time 3s he certifies the names of the
persons who are candidates for offices to be filled at the
elections 2 certified copy of the form in which each ballot
issue to be voted on by the people at that election is to
appear on the ballots Unless otherwise provided in the
jegislative act or petition placing the issue on the ballots
the secretary of state shall! list for cach issue the numbers
the method of placement on the ballots the titles 1Lhe
attorney _geaneral’s explapatory statemsents if applicacies and

the statements of the imptication of a vote for or against
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the issue that are to be placed beside the diagram for
marking the ballote. The secretary of state shall use for
each ballot issue the title of the legislative acty or
legislative constitutional proposaly or beitet--issue
proposed-by-any-type--of-—tnitistive--petition--uniess--that
tithe--exceeds--189-words the title provided Dy the attorney
general or district courts A-titde-of-108-words-or-tess--for
the--baittet--sheii--be--provided--by--the-tegisteture-or-the
orgenizetion-circutoting-the-petition-if-the-officist--titte
exceeds-100-wordse Following the number of the ballot issues
the secretary of state shall inciude one of the following
statements to identify why the issue has been placed on the
ballot:

{1} an act referred by the legislature;

{2) an amendment to the constitution proposed by the
legislature;

{3} an act of the legistature referred by referendunm
petition; or

{(#) a law or constitutional! amendment proposed by
initiative petition.”

Section '6. Section 13-27-502, MCA, is amended to
fead:

*13-27-502. Preparation of ballots by county
officialss Each of the county officials responsible for the

preparation and printing of the ballots shall print the
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ballot issues on the official ballot in the form and order
in which the issues have been certified by the secretary of
states A1 ballot issues shall be placed on the officioal
ballot prescribed by 13-12-212¢ 13-17-205 and 13-17-20&6+ or
13-18-201 through 13-18-206 unless specific written approval
bv the secretary of state for placing the ballot issues on a
separate ballot is received by the official responsible for
printing the ballote. The secretary of state may issue such
approval only when the number of issues to be voted on at an
election makes it +mpossible jmpractical to print the entire
ballots including the batlot issuess on the official ballot
as prescribed by 13-12-212¢ 13-17-205 and 13-17-206s or
13-18-201 through 13-18-206e"

NEW _SECIICOM, Section il. Limitation on title of
referred 3legistatione AYY biVis refarred by the legislature
to 3 vote of the people shall have 3 title of no more than
100 wordse

Section 18« Section 85-8-624y MCAs is amended to read:

"85-8-624. Assessments on improvements -- taxpayers®
approvals limitationss and election procedures. {1} It shall
reguire a vote of the persons on the assessment rolls in any
existing district to make Chapter 409, Laws of 1973,
applicable to such districtss

({2} HNothing in Chapter 409, Laws of 1973+ confers upon

districts created for drainage purposes only the authority
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to levy assessments on benefits to improvesents.

{3) The election provided for by subsection {1} snall
be governed by the following rules:

{a) HNotice of the election shall be as provided in
85-8-303, except that the form of the ballot shal} be as
hereinafter provided.

{t) The manner of conducting the election shall be as
provided in 85-8-304.

(¢} The qualifications of electors shall be as
provided in B85-8-305. except thats in addition to persons
holding title or evidence of title to lands within the
districty any person as therein defined who does not owun
Tand within the di;trict but has been assessed or will have
his improvements assessed under Chapter 409y Laws of 1973,
or who will be assessed for benefits received shall be
entitled to one vote. Commissioners shall prepare a list of
such persons and give them notice as provided in B85-8-303.

(dY The commissioners of any district in existence
prior to March 21e 1973+ who wish to hold an election to
deterwine if the district shall be qoverned by Chapter 409,
Laws of 1973y snhall at any regular or special meeting adopt
a resolution calling for an election to determine whether or
not the voters of said district wish to be governed by
Chapter &09¢ Laws of i913. The resolution shall contain a

short summary of the changes wmade by Chapter 409y Laws of
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1973: and shall include the susmary as part of the motice
provided for by 85-8-303. In additions the commission shail
provide copies of Chapter 409+ Laws of 1973+ to any person
interested in obtaining a copy of the same and the notice to
the persons in the district calling the election shall
describe where and how copies wmay be obtainede The
commissioners way authorizre a reasonable charge for
providing said copiess not to exceed 20 cents per pages

{e} The ballot shall include the susmary as provided
for in the preceding subsection and the form of the ballot
shall <conforms as closely as posSibles to that set forth in
+3-23-334 Litle 13s chaprer 27.

(f)} A simple majority of those who cast valia ballots
shall determine the outcome of the election.”

Section 19. Repealer. Sections SECTION 13-27-314 end
3-23-40F¢ MCAy are 1S repealed.

-Endg-
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March 15, 1979

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Judiciary Committee amendments to SENATE BILL NO. 256,
third reading copy, as follows:

1. Page 2, line 18.

Following: "circulated."

Insert: "The sample petition may not be submitted to the
secretary of state more than 1 year prior to the final date for
filing the signed petition with the secretary of state."

2. Page 3, line 7.
Strike: "or rejection together with reasons for rejection"

3. Page 3, line 9.

Following: "sheet."

Insert: "The secretary of state shall send written notice if
the petition has been rejected together with reasons for rejection
within 14 days after submission of the petition sheet."

4, Page 3, line 15.
Following: line 14
Strike: "1 year"

Insert: "9 months”

5. Page 10, line 13.

Following: 1line 12

Insert: "(2) If the opponents of a ballot measure believe
that the statement of purpose or the statements of implication
of a vote formulated by the attorney general pursuant to 13-27-312
do not satisfy the requirements of 13-27-312, they may, within
10 days of the date of certification to the governor that the
completed petition has been officially filed, file an action
in the district court in and for the county of Lewis and
Clark challenging the adequacy of the statement and requesting
the court to alter the statement."

Renumber: subsequent subsections

6. Page 13, line 18 and 19.

Following: "eaeh-eouney"

Strike: "each mailing address in the county at which a registered
voter resides and"

Insert: "every voter in each county, except that two or more

voters with the same mailing address and the same last name
may be counted as one voter. The secretary of state shall"

7. Page 14, lines 7 and 8.
Following: 1line 6

Strike: "mailing address in the county at which a registered
voter resides"
Insert: "registered voter in the county, except that two or

more voters with the same mailing address'apd the same last ,
name may be counted as one voter. The mailing shall take place



