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IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass as amended. Report adopted. 

Printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
38 ayes, 11 nayes. 
Transmitted to second house. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill 
be not concurred in. 

Report adopted. 

IN THE SENATE 

Returned from second house. 
Not concurred in. 

On motion request of House granted 
for return of Senate Bill No. 232 
for further consideration. 
Hotion adopted. 
Transmitted to second house. 
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March 31, 1979 
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On motion of Murch 26, bill 
requested returned from Scn~tc 
for further consideration. 

On motion bill placed on 
second reading. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred 1n. 
71 ayes, 14 nayes. 

IN THE SENATE 

Returned from second house. 
Concurred in. Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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INTRODUCED BY c-S~L NO. ~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO SU3HIT TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE VIIo 

SECTION llo OF THE MONTANA CONSITlTUTION TO REQUIRE THAT 

CERTAIN DOCUMENTS JF THE JUDICIAL STANDARDS COMMISSION ~E 

AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION; TO REQUIRE COMMISSION 

MEMBERS TO BE SUBJECT TO SENATE CONFIRMATION; AND TO REQUIRE 

THE COMMISSION TO FILE A BIENNIAL REPORT WITH THE SUPREME 

COURT, THE GOVERNOR, AND THE LEGISLATURE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article VIIo section 11 of the Montana 

consititution is amended to read: 

•section 11. ReDOval and discipline. (11 The 

legislature shall create a judicial standards coaaission 

consisting of five persons and provide for the appoint~ent 

thereto of two district judges. one attorney. and two 

citizens who are neither judges nor attorney~. !11 

~jntees shall be subject to confirmation ~--the_~~ 

{2) The coamission shall Investigate complaints• and 

mak~ rules implementing this section.---~nd---keep---tts 

p~ee~ed~n~~--eenf~d~t~e~. It say subpoena witnesses and 

documents. 
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(l) Upon recomaendatlon of the co_.issiono the supreme 

court aay: 

{a) Retire any justice or judge for disability that 

seriously interferes with the perforMance of his duties and 

is or aay beco~ peraanent; or 

(b) Censureo suspend, or re•ov~ any justic~ or judge 

for willful aisconduct in office, ~illful and persistent 

failure to perfors his duties, or habitual inteaperance. 

r;a Ibe proceedings of the co .. iss!po are confidgntial 

except as follpws; 

Ia) WhftD the sypr•we cpurt retires• &ensures, 

SU$pends. or reegyes a Justice or tudge. all of the 

c.owjssjon•s transcripts ood docuMnts cgpcernjng that judge 

shall be available fgr pybllc in$pectjgn. 

lbl Ibg cpwaissjqo lball sub•jt a report to the 

Je~jslatyrgo the ggygrnort apd thft suprewe court each xe~t 

~legjslatyre eeet$ jn rggylar sessjon. Tb£ legislature 

shall specify the content of tbe report but aay not regujre 

tbs__djsclosyre of jpfgraation that would affect tbe 

~~entialjty of any prpceedjng which djd not result jo 

~retjrement. censure, syspgn$jOD• or reaoyal of"a justice 

or jUdQe.• 

Section 2. tffective date. If approved by the 

elector~te, this amend•ent is effective January 1, 1981. 

Section 3. Submission to electors. This amend•ent 

-z-
I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 



LC 0910/01 

1 shall be submitted to the electors of the state of Montana 

l at the general election to be held in Nove~ber. 1900• by 

3 printing on the ballot the full title of this dct and the 

4 folloNing: 

5 

b 
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lZ 

[] FOR requiring certain docu.ents of the judicial 

~tandard~ co•isaion to oe public, senate 

confiraation of co .. lssion ~•berso and a biennial 

report by the co .. ission. 

[] AGAINST requiring certain documents of the judicial 

standards co .. lssion to be public• senat .. 

conflr•atlon of co .. lsslon •••bers. and a biennial 

report by the co .. lssion. 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 232 

Approved by Committee 
on Judiciary 

INTRODUCED BY So BROWN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE 

JlJALlFifO ELECTORS OF MONTANA A~ AMENDMENT TQ ARTICLE VII• 

SE~TI~ri 11. OF THE MONTANA CONSITlTUTION TO AE8~RF--~HA~ 

~E~fAlk A~~Q~lA!UlaRl EXCEPitcUS TO THE CObflD~IlALlli-QE 

ltl~ DOCUMENTS OF THE JUDICIAL STANDARDS COMMISSION BE 

AYAftABtE--F8R--PY6tiE--IN5PEE~f~--f8--RE8YIAE--E9MMtSSieH 

MEMBERS-f9-BE-SYBdEEf-f8-SENAfE-E8NFtRMAff9Nt-AN8-f9-~EeYtRE 

fHE--E8MMtSSI8H--f8--FttE-A-BIENNfAt-REP8Rf-WifH-fHE-S~PREME 

E8~RfT-fHE-68YERN9AT-AN8-fHE-tE6tStAf~E.• 

liE IT EtJACTEO BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ~ONTA!'.U.: 

Section 1. Article VII• section 11 of the Montana 

consititution is amended to read: 

"Section 11. Removal and discipline. (1) The 

leo~islature shall create a judicial standards co.,mission 

consisting of five persons and provide for th~ appolnt•ent 

ther~to of two district judges, one attorney. and two 

ci tiLetlS who are neither ju•1ges nor attorn,.ys. All 

~~~Qin~C2=~hAl1=hll::.1Ubj~::.conftrmotion-br-::.tba=~:DAt~ 

(ll The commission shall investigate co~plaintsT ~ 

makp rules i~Plementing this s~ctiuny---e~~---k~~~---+t~ 

p~~eeed+n~s--eenf+dent+e+. It may subpoena witn~sses an~ 
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documents. 

(31 Upon recom.endation of t~ co••ission, the supre~e 

court may: 

(a) Retire any justice or judge for disability that 

seriously interferes with the perfor.ance of his duties and 

is or •ay become per•anent; or 

(o) (ensure, suspend, or re.ove any justice or judge 

for willful •isconduct in office, willful and persistent 

failure to perfor• his duties, or habitual inte•perance. 

L.iL-~~tu:.ltiJUU of the c~u.tig!LSU:~C1tmliill 

~~ oa-fottowat 

t.U==Mbtm=.tbe---asapren-=:man=rcttren--=cuuuu 

~tDdls--or--r~=-o--jsaattce--or--;ad;ex=::.ott--ot-=thc 

coaeuuoa~2..::.UJU1~tti.At~::.Ad:=Jiuuou::~t:utn~tb.Dt::j~~ 

.lboll=btuailotlb::.fu=.Dil.l:d:±ciauu.ti!Uls 

tlli=f~aii±Uiml..=::.lhell::::.au!lei:t.=::.o::.=cec:llu:t= ::J:ct=::.tM 

te.!ri~l.J:l~cx::.=J:~ =oas:.roon=orut::.t:~a~=r.e.~allU::eacb=nar 

:ttlcle.oi1!Auu~ot.s=i n -rogtti cu:- -a ea 2i.otn::::~~i:2uuu 

mol i= =uKit.r.=tbcu.rstsntof -t,M:-r !:Q!Ir.t.=.tt!U=-o:t=.nccr.~ 

the.=~i2CiOIULC~f==info~otiQn=;:tbot::::K~~~=Df~=::~~ 

f!Anfidcntt~titx::=of==o~=~ce.e.eino-ahich::uid=na%~~ul%=±n 

~ll::uUUUDt=~'II.U1::SllUJ:.ali.onx=stt::.umo~i=af::.A::.j1Uliu 

Rtj111t= U-E.MIYl~LliA!Ulla• 

Section 2. ~ffective d~tP. If ?t~trrov~d by the 

elector~te, this amendment is eff~ctive January 1. 1981. 
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1 Section 3. Submission to electors. This aeend•ent 

2 shdll be sub•itted to the electors of the state of Montana 

3 at the general election to be hald In Nove~b~r, lq80o by 

4 ~rinting on the ballot the full title of this act and the 

5 fo11o~ing: 

6 FOR ~e~~•~•nq--eer~d•n--doe~•ent~--Gf--t~e-]ad+e+e+ 

7 stende~ds---ee••+ssien---~o---be---~ah+iey----senote 

8 eonf+~eot+on--of--eo.-iss+on-•e•bersy-ond-e-e•enn+o+ 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1'5 

16 

17 

report--ey---the---eo••+ssion ALJ.mUfiLi--ll!I.Ul.!l&l 

~XLEfllQ~~ _lD__lHI-tQNFIQEbllAlliX Qf_l~~~ 

Qf TI;SE .JUDl[.l4Li!AIUlAB.QL'-WSI!Ull.QH• 

AGAINST requ+r+n~-eerto+n-deeaeents-of-th~--;ad+e+e+ 

stenderds----eoeeission---to---be---pab++ey---sP-nete 

eonf+reet+on-of-eo.e+ss+on-me.eers.-ond--e--~+enn+o+ 

report---by---the---eo.-+~s+on 

~M.fe.I.roliL.I£L~_r.QbElllUill.ALlLL.llE-I11L_1lQtiU!f.!fll 

~Lltlf...w2lr.ULU!tiQAJUli..C.OMllllalf • 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NOo 232 

INTRODUCED BY So BROWN 

A BILL FOR ~N ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE 

~IJALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTA~A AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE Yllo 

SECTION 11t OF THE MONTANA CONStTITUTION TO R~Q~+RE--~H~f 

~ERf~ik aL~O~-ilAIUIORI-fX~fllQUi_lU_THE 'ONEIQ~llALlll_Df 

ltlf OOCU~ENTS OF THE JUDICIAL STANDARDS COMMISSION BE 

AYA~~AB~E--FBR--P~BciE--fNSPEEff8Ht--f8--RE~fRE--E8MMfSSf9N 

MEHBER5-fB-BE-5~8dEEf-f8-SENAfE-E8~tRMAft8Nt-AN8-f8-REQ~fRE 

fHE--EBMMi5SfBN--fe--FfcE-A-8fENHfAt-REP8Rf-WffH-fHE-S~PREME 

EB~Rfy-fHE-6BYERN8Ry-ANB-fHE-tE6i5tAf~E.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article VIto section 11 of the Montana 

consititution is amended to read: 

"S.ection 11. Removal and discipline. (11 The 

le~islature shall create a judicial standards coamission 

consisting of five persons ~nd provide for the ~ppointMent 

thereto of two district judges, one attorney, and two 

citizens who are neither judges nor attorneys. Ali 

AQ~ain~C2-sbotl-b~~auDj•~-contircotton-by-::~=2~~~I 

(2} The coM~ission shall investigate coaplaints• And 

make rules implementing thiS sectiony---ond---keep---+~~ 

p~oeeed+n~s--eonfiden~+e~. It cay subpoena witnesses ann 

1 

2 

3 

4 

<; 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

l~ 

1'; 

16 

17 

11! 

lQ 

tO 

ll 

22 

Z3 

24 

2!'> 

sa oz32/02 

docu.entr.. 

(1) Upon reco ... ndation of the co~•issiony the supreae 

court aay: 

(a) Retire any justice or judge for disability that 

seriously interferes with the perfor.ance of his duties and 

is or aay becoae peraanent; or 

(b) Censure• suspend, or recove any justice or judge 

for willful oisconduct in office. willful and persistent 

failure to perfor~ his dutieso or habitual lnteaperance. 

u.l--lbiLJU.~ud..i.JUILQf._~!:.!lllllhr.igo._s}U_~~tUlllill 

~at oa-fetto•tt 

tot--Wben--tbe---aaprcac-~~ct---r~i~---censaress 

aaaRtndas==or--rceoxea--o--;aattcA==Rr--;ud~tz--Al!==af=:lbe 

~:£.ss.ilu:l&s-trons«Ut1::§11Sf::.d«u:a••ots.::conuuit1c~~ 

shol~owattabte-foc-pabttc-tns~·~ 

illl~~oaatuioa=~llhoil=~b.~::o=-r•port;-~=J:M 

tcs1a1Atates--tb•--~~~ad-tne-3apreoc-coa~~~ 

tbt=tQtst•t•ro-ntts.::.tD=UII&lor=~ioaL::.::ihe.==lui:a!:ctstu 

s.bllll::~u:i~~can"ot.=.af=.thc::r~!:!.I:.X=.but~:::c~~u 

t!a=::!t~losuc::..ctf=iGf.ll~UtiQ.D::::.tha.t.:: =•alll!l==llf~~=.thc 

CADfidtntitt+t¥--ot--oax--praceedto~~•h±cb-dtd-oRt-r•s•tt-tn 

tb-=ut+rc••nts=~sa~~susp~sion1::a~remoxal~cf=A::j~ 

Section Zo Effective datP. If approved by the 

electorate, this amendaent is eff~ctive January l• 1981. 

-2 ss 232 
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1 Section 3. Submission to electors. This a.endaent 

2 shall be su~itted to the electors of the state of ~ontana 

3 at the general election to be held in ~oveMbero 1980o b¥ 

4 ~rintinq on thd ballot the full title of this act and the 

5 follovin9~ 

6 FOR re~e~r~~--e~r~~~n--d~e~n~~--o~--~~e-jedie~e+ 

1 '~enderd,---eo .. i~~ion---to---&e---"e~tie•----~ene~~ 

8 eenfir•et+on--o~--ee.-+ss~on-.e.&ers.-ene-e-b+enft+e+ 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1~ 

15 

16 

11 

rep~rt--by---the---eo .. +~sion &LLQ»ibG---lJAIUIQBY 

Qf THE .IUOIU6Li.UtfQABQS I;QMMISSIQN. 

AGAINST re~e+r+nt-eerte+n-d~e•ents-~-t~--jed+e+e+ 

stenderds----e.--+ss+on---~o---~e---pebt~e.---s~nete 

eeftf+r .. t+oa-of-eoeei~s+oa-.. .-ers.-&Rd--e--b+eftft+e+ 

report---~y---t~e---eo.-+ss+on ALUllWIG--ll!IJll.O&I 

EXLEPTlQ~ID_lU~HEIQENTIALIIX Of__!Hf_-P~uaEM15 

QE_Itif_JUQll;lALil~PA&Q~OnHIS$IQH. 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NOo 232 

INTRODUCED BY So BROWN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE Yllw 

SECTIO'N 11 t OF THE MONTANA CONSJTITUTION TO RE91HRE--~HII~ 

&ERfllfN 6LLOW ST&IUIQ&I_EXCEPTIONS TO THE tQKEIDENTI6LIIX-Qf 

!Hi DOCUMENTS OF THE JUDICIAL STANDARDS COMMISSION BE 

IIVAf~AB~E--FBR--PYB~~--fNSPE&ft~--f9--REQYfAE--&9MMfSSf9N 

MEMBEAS-~9-BE-SYB~E&~-f9-~&NAfE-&9NFf~Aff9N.-AN9-f9-AE8YtAE 

fHE--&9HHtSSt8N--f9--Ft~E-A-8fENHfA~-AEPBAf-WffH-fHE-SYPAEME 

&BYRf•-fHE-69YERNBA•-IIN9-fHE-~E6tS~AfYREo• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article Yilt section 11 of the Montana 

consititution is aaended to read: 

"Section 11. Removal and discipline. 11) The 

legislature shall create a judicial standards co•mlssion 

consisting of five persons and provide for the appointment 

thereto of t~o district judges. one attorney. and t~o 

citizens ~ho are neither judges nor attorneys. Ail 

~~in~=2hAll=bc~je~eonftraotion-bx==thc==seootcs 

(2) The commission shall investigate complaints• ana 

make rules implementing this section.---end---keep---+ts 

proceeding~--eonfident+e+. It •ay subpoena ~itnesses and 
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docuaents. 

(3) Upon reco ... ndatlon of the co .. lssiont the supra .. 

court .ay: 

(a) Retire any justice or judge for disability that 

Sftriously interferes with the perfor•ance of his duties and 

is or •ay beco•e perManent; or 

(b) Censure, suspend, or remove any justice or judge 

for willful •lsconduct in office, ~lllful and persistent 

failure to perfor• his duties, or habitual inte•perance. 

1\) The proceedings of the ~s•lsslon are cpofldegtl~ 

~ oa-fotte•at 

tot--When--tbe---aaprcwc--~ogrt---tctfreas--=cen~ZE 

saaptnd21=-or--r..Pwts--a--;aaticc--or--;adoes--•tt--of-=tbc 

~aton•a-transcrtpta-ond-doca•cnta-cOftCcrotna-tbot-;wdoe 

sball.=U=DJ~ilobte-for-pgbttet.M~iAD.a 

~bl==lht=-cow•taaton--aball:~b•tt--o-:rcp~-to--the 

tcotstotare~bc=-OQYcrnory-on~tbc=sapreee-coart-eoch~ 

tbc=lcaiatotarc-weeta=tn-reaatot==2C21tonx--fbe--teorstotare 

sbAil=:spc~be=cAD~t-of-tbc-re~ort-but-•ot-not-reQaire 

thc=-dtscto~c==of--tnfor•~n=~4t=-•oatd---offcct---tbe 

~a£id~ioli~-of--onJ--pracc~•hicb-did-n~=rca~ 

tb~~eot%=ctnSULcx=2a2ACnl±nos=~re-oyot-of-o~aattce 

or=isHIU &LeJW.UQf.ILBLUAILJ.IEa • 

Section 2. Effective date. If approved by the 

electorate• this amendment is effective January 1• 1981. 

-2- SB 232 
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L Section 3. Subaission to electors. This amendaent 

l shall be subaitted to the electors of the state of Montana 

3 at the general election to be held in November• l~BOo by 

~ printing on the ballot the full title of this act and the 

5 following: 

6 
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ll 
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c:J FOR req•+r+ng--eer~e+ft--doe•••n~~--of--~he-jwd+e+e+ 

~~enderds---eo .. +~~+on---~o---be---p•b++e.----sene~e 

eon•+r•e~+on--of--eo .. +s~+on-.eabers.-end-e-b+enn+e+ 

repo~--by---~he---eo .. +ss+on .&lJ.WUWi_JUlll.I.QIU 

EXCEPTIONS IQ IUE CQNfLQftiTIALIIY Of THE QQCUKtKIS 

Qf I~ JUQitlAL SIANQl&~~ISSION• 

(:] AGAINST req•+r+ng-eer~+n-doe••en~s-of-~he--j•d+e~+ 

~~enderds----eoaa+ss+on---te---be---~b++e.---sene~e 

eeri.,._M+on-ef'-ee-+ss+on.:.-uersy--d--e--b+-+e+ 

reper~---by--~he---eeea+~s+on !iLQVING STAIUJQBY 

EXCEPJIONS TO JHE CQMFIDENTIALIIX QF !HE QQ(UeENIS 

Of THE JUQltiAL STANQAaDi~al~· 

-End-
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