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LC 11460/01

BILL -

INTRODUCED BY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: *AN ACT TO EXEMPT REGULATED
COMPANIES QOWNED AND OPERATED BY MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS FROM
THE CONSUMER COUNSEL FEE; AMENDING SECTIONS 69~1-223 AND

69-1-224%9 MCAe™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

MBEW_SECTIQNe Section la Municipal corporations exempt
from feee A regulated company owned and operated by a
municipal corporation is exempt from the fee required under
69-1-223a

Section 2. Section 69~-1-223+ MCAy is amended to read:

"69-1-223. Ffunding of office of consumer counsela (1)
There is an account in the earmarked revenue fund to which
211 fees collected hereender shall be deposited and from
which all appropriations to the coffice of the consumer
counsel shall be paide

{2) 1In addition to all other licensess feess and taxes
imposed by laws all regulated companiess _except CQBRANIES
owned and operated by 3 municipal corporations shalil:

{a} within 90 days after the close of each calendar
quartery file with the department of public service

regulation and the department of revenue a statemente in
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such form as the commission may determines showing the gross
operating revenue from all activities regulated by the
commission within the state for that calendar quarter of
operation or portion thereof; and

{b} at that time pay to the department of revenue a
fee based on a fraction of the gross operating revenue
reporteds as determined by the department of revenue under
69-1-224(1) "™

Section 3« Section 69-1-224¢ MCAs is amended to read:

R59-1-224. Déteruinatioﬂ of feee {1} MHWithin 30 days
following enactment of the legislative appropriation for the
office of the consumer counsels the department of revenue
shall:

{a) determine the total gross operating revenue
generated by all requlated activities within this state for
all requlated companiess_excent companies owned aod gperated
by a municipal corporatiope for the previous fiscal year;

(b) compute the percentage of the amount determined in
subsection (1){a)} which will produce an amount equal to the
appropriation to the consumer counsel for each year of the
appropriationv-except-that-no-requieted--compony--owned--and
operated-—by-~-any--sunictpat--corporstion-—within—this—stote
shalt-be-required-—to—pay-a-—sum in-excess—of-—voé—of—ik-of-its
gress-operating-revenge; and

fc} giwve notice by mail to each reqgulated company
A
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requirad to pay the faee undar £9-1-223 of the percentage
determined in subsections {1){a) and (b) to be applied to
the gross operating revenue reported under 69~1-223{2) to
determine the amount of the fee to be paid in each year of
the appropriatione.

{2) In the event the fee charged in any one year of
the biennium is in excess of the amount actually expended in
that yeare the excess shall be deducted from the amount
required for the first year of the next biennial
appropriation before the determination for that year
required by subsection (1)({a) is made."

-End-



STATE OF MONTANA
Request No. 128-79

F1SCAl NOTE
Form BD-15

In compliance with a written request received  January 27, 1979 , there is hereby
submitted a Fiscal Note for Senate Bill 216 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana,
1965 - Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. Background information used in developing
this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members
of the Legislature upon request.

DESCRIPTION:

This proposed bill exempts regulated companies owned and operated by municipal corporations
from the consumer counsel fee.

ASSUMPTIONS:

1. Accurate projections for all regulated companies cannot be determined due to
changes in the tax rate for previous years.

2. Total gross operating revenue gencrated by regulated municipal corporations will
total $11.0 million in FY 80 and FY 81.

3. Municipal corporation payments to the consumer counsel account will be taxed at
.06% for FY 80 and FY 81.

FISCAL IMPACT:

Consumer Counsel Tax collection FY 80 FY 81
decrease due to exemption of
municipal corporations from tax $6,600 56,600

The decrease in revenue affects the Consumer Counsel Fee Earmarked Revenue Account.

Prepared by Department of Revenue.
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BUDGET DIRECTOR S ‘
Office of Budget and Program Planning
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