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1 1 

2 INTRODUCED BY 2 

3 3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT PERMITTING THE.TRUSTEES ... 
5 TO NEGOTIATE RENEWAL SCHOOl BUS CONTRACTS WITHOUT CALLING 5 

b FOR 3IOS IF CONTRACT COST INCREASES 00 ~OT EXCEED 8~; 6 

7 AMENDING SECTION 20-10-125, MCA.• 7 

3 8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISlATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 9 

10 Section 1. Section 20-10-125o MCAo is amended to read• 10 

11 •20-10-125. Bid letting for contract bus pay~~ents 11 

12 under transportation contract. (11 Before any contract with 12 

13 a p~ivate, party for the provision of school bus 13 

14 transportation is awarded, the trustees shall: H 

15 (aJ secure bids by publishing during a period of 21 15 

16 days at least three calls for bids in a newspaper of the 16 

17 county that will qive notice to the largest number of ?eople 17 

18 of the district or in the official newspaper of the county; 18 

19 the trustees shall let the cont~act to the lowest 19 

20 ~esponsible bidder, and the trustees shall have the right to 20 

21 reject any and all bids; or 21 

22 (b) negotiate a new contract with the current school 22 

23 bus contractor provided the negotiated contract costs do not 23 

24 exceed by more than ,. A1 per year the basic costs of th~ 24 

25 previous year•s contract and provided the duration of the 25 

LC 12'>8/01 

negotiated contract is no longer than the duration of the 

previous contract. Such a negotiated contract can be entered 

into only at a public ~ting of the trustees at which 

.aeting the patrons of the district •ay appear and be heard. 

Notice of the •eeting •ust have been published in a 

newspaper of wide circulation within the district at least 1 

week prior to the aeeting. 

(2) The provisions of this section for awarding a 

contract for school bus transportation shall be subject to 

the provisions of 20-9-20~. 

(3) The trustees shall not expend any •oneys of the 

district for school bus transportation by a private party or 

for individual transportation unless: 

(a) a contract for such transportation services has 

been co•pleted; and 

(b) such contracted services for school bus 

transportation by a private party have been actually 

furnished except that the failure to perform •ay be excused 

by the trustees fo~ reasons not under the control of the 

contractor; or 

(c) such contracted services for lndividual 

transportation have oeen actually furnished as confir•ed by 

the actual attendance of school by the eligible transportees 

dnd recorded on the school attendance records ore in the 

case of a supervised correspondence course or supervised 

-2- 0 
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l ho.e study, as confir~d by the trustees; except that the 

2 contracted services furnished one vay on any school day 

3 shall be rei•bursed at one-half the daily contract a.ount.• 

-End-

-3-
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Approved b~ Committee 
on Education 

SENATE BILL NO. 203 

INTRODUCED BY McCALLUM 

A SILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT PERMITTING THE TRUSTEES 

TO NtGOTIATE RENEWAl SCHOOL BUS CONTRACTS WITHOUT CALLING 

FOR BIOS IF CONTRACT COST INCREASES 00 NOT EXCEED 8~; 

AMENDING SECTION Z0-10-12St MCA; AND PROVIDING AtiL I""EQIATf 

fEffUULIMlf• • 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-10-125, MCA• Is a.anded to read: 

"20-10-125. Bid letting for contract bus -- pay .. nts 

undar transportation contract. (lt Before any contract vith 

a private party for the provision of school bus 

transportation is avardedt the trustees shall: 

(a) secure bids by publishing during a period of 21 

days at least three calls for bids in a nevspaper of the 

county that will give notice to the largest nuaber of people 

of the district or In the official newspaper of the county; 

thr. trustees shall let the contract to the lowest 

responsible bidder, and the trustees shall have the right to 

reject any and all bids; or 

{b) negotiate a new contract with the current school 

bus contractor provided the negotiated contract costs do not 

exceed by ~ore than s• ~per year the basic costs of the 
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1 previous year•s ~ontr.ct and provided the duration of the 

2 negotiated contract is no longer than the duration of the 

3 previous contract• Such a negotiated contract can be entered 
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into only at a public .eetlng of the trustees at vhlch 

.. eting the patrons of the district •ay appear and be heard. 

Notice of the eeetlng .ust have been published In a 

newspaper of vide circulation vlthin the district at least 1 

week prior to the ... ting. 

(2) The provis,Jons of this section for awarding a 

contract for school bus transportation shall be subject to 

the provisions of 2G-9-20.. 

(3) The trustees shall not expend any eoneys of the 

district for school bus transportation by a private party or 

for individual transportation unless: 

(a) a contract for such transportation services has 

been co•pleted; and 

C b) such contracted services for school bus 

transportation by a privata party have been actually 

furnished except that the failure to perfora •ay be excused 

by the trustees for reasons not under the control of the 

contractor; or 

(c) such contracted services for i ndi vi dual 

transportation have been ~tually furnished as confiraed by 

the actual attendance of school by the eligible transportees 

and recorded on the school attendance records or, in the 

-2- ss 203 

s E C 0 N D R E A D I N G 



S!l OlOl/02 

1 case of a supervised correspondence course or supervised 

2 ho.e studyo as confirsed by the trustees; e•cept that the 

3 contracted services furnished one way on any school day 

~ shal' be rei~rsed at one-half the daily contract a.aunt.• 

~ SECIIQ! 2. fFFE,IIVE DAlE. THIS ALl IS EffECIIYE QN 

6 lll..PUSAME &f!Q APPIUD.&L.a 

-End-

-3- sa 203 
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SENATE Bill NO. 203 

INTRODUCED BY McCAllUM 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT PERMITTING THE TRUSTEES 

TO NeGOTIATE RENEWAL SCHOOL BUS CONTRACTS MITHOUT CALLING 

FOR BIDS IF CONTRACT COST INCREASES 00 NOT EXCEED 8~; 

AMENDING SECTION Z0-10-125o Me~ AND PROYIPIHG AH-~lAlf 

f.Ell(.IUE .. JU.ll·,. 

SE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-10-125, MtAo Is .-ended to read: 

•zo-1o-125. Bid letting for contract bus -- pay .. nts 

under transportation contract. {1) Before any contract with 

a private party for the provision of school bus 

transportation is awarded. the trustees shall: 

(a) secure bids by publishing during a period of 21 

days at least three calls for bids in a ne~spaper of the 

county that will give notice to the largest nu•ber of people 

of the district or in the official newspaper of the county; 

the trustees shall let the contract to the lowest 

responsible biddero and the trustees shall have the right to 

reject any and all bids; or 

{bJ negotiate a new contract with the current school 

bus contractor provided the negotiated contract costs do not 

exceed by more than §• i1 per year the basic costs of the 
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previous year•s contract and provided the duration of the 

negotiated contract Is no longer than the duration of the 

previous contract. Such a negotiated contract can be entered 

into only at a public ... tlng of the trustees at which 

.. eting the patrons of the district •ay appear and be heard. 

~otice of the •eetlng •ust have been published in a 

newspaper of wide circulation within the district at least 1 

week prior to the .. eting. 

(2) The provisions of this section for awarding a 

contract for school bus transportation shall be subject to 

the provisions of 20-9-204· 

(3) The trustees shall not expend any eoneys of the 

district for school bus transportation by a private party or 

for individual transportation unless: 

cat a contract for such transportation services has 

been coepletedt and 

Cb) such contracted services for school bus 

transportation by a private party have been actually 

furnished except that the failure to perfor• •ay be excused 

by the trustees for reasons not under the control of the 

contractor; or 

(C) !IUCh contracted services for individual 

transportation have been actually furnished as confir.ed by 

the actual attendance of school by the eli9ible transportees 

and recorded on the school attendance reco!dS oro in the 
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i case of a supervised correspondence cour&e or supervised 

2 ho .. study, as confireed by the trustees~ e•cept that the 

3 contracted services furnished one way on any school day 

~ shall be reiabursed at one-half the daily contract aeount.• 

S SECTI~~f£1£1JYE DATE. THIS ACT IS EffECTili-QK 

6 llj_PA$SAGE AND APPBQYALe 

-End-

-3- SB Z03 
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SENATE BILL NO. 203 

INTRODUCED BY McCALLUM 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT PERMITTING THE TRUSTEES 

TO NEGOTIATE RENEWAL SCHOOL BUS CONTRACTS WITHOUT CALLING 

FOR BIDS IF CONTRACT COST INCREASES 00 NOT EXCEED a•~ 

AMENDING SECTION 20-10-125, MCAi AND PRD~ING AN IMMEDIATE 

fffftiiY£_Q!If·• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-10-125• MCA, is aMended to read: 

•20-10-125. Bid letting for contract bus -- payaents 

under transportation contract• (ll Before any contract Mith 

a private party for the provision of school bus 

transportation is awardedo the trustees shall: 

(aJ secure bids by publishing during a period of 21 

days at least three calls for bids in a newspaper of the 

county that will give notice to the largest nueber of people 

of the district or in the official newspaper of the county; 

the trustees shall let the contract to the lowest 

responsible bidder, and the trustees shall have the right to 

reject any and all bids~ or 

(bl negotiate a neM contract with the current school 

bus contractor provided the negotiated contract costs do not 

exceed by aore than s• A} per year the basic costs of the 
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previous year•s contract and provided the duration of the 

negotiated contract is no longer than the duration of the 

prevoous contract. Such a negotiated contract can be entered 

into only at a public .. etlng of the trustees at which 

.eating the patrons of the district eay appear and be heard. 

Notice of the eeeting eust have been published in a 

newspaper of wide circulation within the district at least 1 

week prior to the eeeting. 

(2) The provisions of this section for awarding a 

contract for school bus transportation shall be subject to 

the provisions of 20-9-204. 

(31 The trustees shall not expend any aoneys of the 

district for school bus transportation by a private party or 

for individual transportation unless: 

(at a contract for such transportation services has 

been coepleted; and 

lbl such 

transportation 

contracted services for school bus 

by a private party have been actually 

furnished except that the failure to perfore eay be excused 

by the trustees for reasons not under the control of the 

cont~actor; o~ 

{c) such contracted services for individual 

transportation have been actually furnished as confiraed by 

the actual attendance of school by the eligible transportees 

and reco~ded on the school attendance records oro in the 
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1 case of a supervised correspondence course or •upervised 

2 ho•e study• as confir•ed by the trustees; except that the 

J contracted services furnished one way on any school day 

4 shall be rei•bursed at one-half the daily contract a•ount.• 

S i~llDH_Z. _ _fff~11Xf__QA~HIS ICI_li_EEEEtiiYE QH 

6 llLeA~A~6.1fD_&ff.RilULa 

-End-
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