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SENATE BILL NO. 148 

INTRODUCED BY HAZELBAKER, S. BROWN, 
NORMAN, PETERSON 

BY REQUEST OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

IN THE SENATE 

January 18, 1979 

February 6, 1979 

February 7, 1979 

February 8, 1979 

February 9, 1979 

February 10, 1979 

IN THE HOUSE 

February 12, 1979 

February 28, 1979 

March 1, 1979 

Harch 2, 1979 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Business and 
Industry. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass as amended. Report adopted. 

Printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to second house. 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Business and 
Industry. 

Committee recommend bill 
be concurred in. Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred 
in as amended. 

Third reading, concurred in 
as amended. 



IN THE SENATE 

March 3, 1979 

March 6, 1979 

March 8, 1979 

Returned from second house. 
Concurred in as amended. 

Second reading, amendments adopted. 

Third reading, amendments adopted. 
Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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.J:!I:: BILL NO. L0.. 
INTRODUCED BY j. d . J-, a.e:;;:.J ~ ~ 

BY REQUEST OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT 10 PROVIDE FOR THE 

RELEASE OF INFORMATION IN THE POSSESSION OF INSURERS 

RELATING TO FIRE LOSSES; REQUIRING INSURERS TO NOTIFY 

APPROPRIATE AGENCIES OF SUSPICIOUS FIRE LOSSES; EXEMPTING 

INSURERS FROH CIVIL LIABILITY FOR FURNISHING SUCH 

INFORMATION OR NOTIFYI"" AN AGENCY; PROVIDING FOR 

CONFIDENTIALITY OF RELEASED IHFORMATION; PROVIDING FOR 

TESTIMONY BY AGENCY PERSONNEL IN CIVIL ACTIONS; AND AMENDING 

SECTION '50-3-102, MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SEC~ Section 1. Insurer to provide 

infor•ation regarding fire loss to certain agencies upon 

request. Each insurer engaged in Issuing fire Insurance 

policies In the state of Montana shall upon written request 

of any appropriate law enforceaent or fire protection dgency 

release to the requesting agency all inforMation in its 

poss~ssion relating to a ~ire loss of real or personal 

property. The infor•atlon •ay include but is not li•lted to: 

(l) any insurance policy relevant to the fire loss 

under investigation and any application for such a policy; 
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LC 0438/01 

(2) pre•lu• pay.ant records; 

(3) the history of previous clai.s •ade by the insured 

for fire loss; 

c•t •aterial relating to the investigation of the 

loss, ·tnc1udlnq stat ... nts of any person. proof o~ loss. and 

other relevant evidence. 

NEW SEtTIQN. Section z. Insurer to report suspicious 

fires. Whenever an insurer has reason to believe that a fire 

loss in which i.t has an interest 11ay be of other than 

accld8nta1 causew It shall notify an appropriate law 

Mtforc-nt or fire protection agency and pr-ide such 

agency with all aaterlal developed fro. Its Inquiry Into the 

fire loss. 

NEW SEtTIQN. Section 3. Agencies to keep lnforeation 

conf I dantl al. The agenc las and agency p4rsonnel receiving 

lnfor.atlon furnished pursuant to [sections 1 through '5] 

shall hold the information in confidence until such tl•e as 

Its release Is required pursuant to a cri•inal or civil 

proc-ding. 

NfW SECTION. Section 4• Testleony of agency personnel 

In action to recover under insurance policy. Law enforceMent 

and fire protection agency personnel •ay be required to 

testify as to any lnforeation in their possession regarding 

the fire loss of real or personal property In any civil 

action in ~hich a person seeks recovery froe an insurer 
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under a policy for the fire loss• 

NEM SECTION. Section 5. £xe.ption of Insurer fro• 

liability. In the absence of fraud or b~d faith the insurer 

or person ~ho furnished infor•ation on its behalf is not 

subject to liability In any civil action for: 

(1) furnishing lnfor.ation as r~quired by [section 1); 

or 

(2) notifying an approprl~e ~ency of a fire loss as 

reQuired by [s~ction l)• 

Section 6. Section 5o-3-10lo ~CAo Is a .. nded to readz 

•5o-3-LOZ· Powers and duties of state fire .arshal. 

(1) For the purpose of reducing the state's fire losso the 

state fire aarshal shalll 

(a) .. ke at least one inspection a year of each state 

institution and sub•it a copy of the report to the 

departaent of Institutions ~lth reco ... ndatlons In r~qard to 

fire prevention, fire protection, and public safety; 

[b) .ake at least one Inspection a year of each unit 

of the ~ontana university syste• and subait a copy of the 

report to the co .. lssloner of higher education with 

reco-ndati ons in regard to fire prevention, fire 

protection, and public sa1'ety; 

{C) inspect publico buslnesso or industrial huildinqs 

and require conformance to Ia~ and rules promulgated under 

the provisions of this chapter; 
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(d) assist local fire and la~ tinforCtiGent authoritits 

in arson Investigations and supervise such investigations 

"hen. in his judg•ento supervision Is necessary; 

(e) reviev all training progra•s on investigation of 

accidental and Incendiary fires; 

(f) provide fire prevention and fire protection 

information to public officials and the general public; 

(g) encourage and assist local fire authorities in 

fire prevention progra•s and adopt standards and implement a 

pro':)ra• to 

standards; 

encourage fire depart•ents to •eet such 

(h) be the state entity pri•arily responsible for 

pro•oting fire safety at the state level and to represent 

the state in structural fire •attars; 

{II encourage coordination of all services and 

agencies in structural fire •atters to reduce duplication 

and fill voids in services; 

(j) establish rules concerning responsibilities an< 

procedures to be follo~ed when there is a threat of 

PXplosive material in a building housing state offices; 

(~) keep in his office a record of all fires occurring 

In the state• the origin of the fireso and all factso 

statistics. and circu•stances relating thereto which have 

been determined by investigations under the provisions of 

chapter 63 of this title; ando except for the testim~ny 

-~ 
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1 given during an investigation agd e•G•pt as prgy!d@d in 

2 [section 5]• the record shall be open at all tl.as to public 

3 inspection; and 

4 (1) make an annual report to ~he attorney general 

5 containing a detailed stateeent of his official action and 

6 the transactions of his depart.ant• and the attorney general 

7 shall• in turn. sub•it the report to the governor with such 

8 reco•aendations and co .. ents thereon as he considers 

9 necessary. 

10 (2) The state fire .arshal .ay: 

ll (a) adopt rules necessary for safeguarding life and 

12 property fro. the hazards of fire and explosion and carrying 

13 into effect the fire prevention laws of this state; and 

14 (bl if necessary to safeguard life and property under 

15 rules pro.ulgated pursuant to this section• •alntaln an 

16 action to enjoin the use of all or a portion of a building 

11 or restrain a specific activity until there is co•pliance 

18 with the rules.• 

-end-
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Approved by Committee 
on Businese and Industry 

SENATE BILL NO• 148 

INTRODUCED BY HAZELBAKER, S. BROWN, 

NORMANt PETERSON 

BY REQUEST OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

RELEASE OF INFORMATION IN THE POSSESSION Of INSURERS 

RELATING TO FIRE LOSSES; REQUIRING INSURERS TO NOTIFY 

APPROPRIATE AGENCIES OF SUSPICIOUS FIRE LOSSES; EXEMPTING 

INSURERS FROM CIVIL LIABILITY FOR FURNISHING SUCH 

INFORMATION OR NOTIFYING AN AGENCY; PROVIDING FOR 

CONFIDENTIALITY OF RELEASED INFORMATION; PROVIDING FOR 

TESTIMONY BY AGENCY PERSONNEL IN CIVIl ACTIONS; AND AMENDING 

SECTION 50-3-102t MCA.• 

BE TT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

~ SECTION. Section 1• Insurer to provide 

infor•ation re9arding fire loss to certain agencies upon 

request. Each insurer engaged in issuing fire insurance 

policies in the state of Montana shall upon written request 

of any appropriate laN enforcement or fire protection agency 

release to the requesting agency all infor~ation in its 

possession relating to a fire loss of real or personal 

property. The information may include but is not limited to: 

(11 dny insurance policy relevant to the fire loss 

SB Dl48/0Z 

un~er inveitiqation and any application for such a policy; 

2 (£) pre•iu• pay.ant records; 

3 (3) the hi$tory of previous claias ~ade by the insured 

"' for fire loss; 

!i (~} •aterial relating to the investigation of the 

b loss, in~luding state•ents of any person, proof of loss, and 

1 other relevant evi~ence. 

a ~~~~CIION. Section 2. Insurer to report suspicious 

q • fires. Whenever an insurer has reason to believe that a fire 
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loss in Mhlch It has an interest aay be of other than 

accidental cause• it shall notify an apPropriate law 

enforceaent or fire protection agency and provide such 

agency with all aaterial developed froa its inquiry into the 

fire 1 oss. 

~H SEtTIDHa Section 3. Agencies to keep lnforaation 

confidential. The ~&ED!i--RlGHT Of IHOlYIDYAL_f&lY~ 

ALL~ ~yencies and agency personnel receiving information 

furnished pursuant to [sections 1 ~~o~h-~ AUU-l) s~e++ IQ 

hold the infor•ation in confidence on~~+--sae~--~~~e--es 

!.lttLfll.i. 

ilL-ltit---l!:ii.U.!Wl_li!lYU___!ill_!Ufzlil__iiE___llilllY.liliJAL 

f!l.l~M...G.-'IR 

!ll ~~s release a£ lHE INFORMATION is required 

pursuant to a cri~inal or civil proceeding. 

!:1~-~tiiON. Section 4. Testimony of ~gency personnel 

-'l- SB 148 
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in action to recover under insurance policy. lav enforce•ent 

and fire protection agency personnel may be required to 

testify as to any infor•ation in their possession regarding 

the fire loss of real or personal property In any civil 

action in which a p~rson seeks recovery fro• an insurer 

under a policy for the fire loss. 

~SEtiiQH. Section 5. Exe•ption of insurer fro• 

liability. In the absence of fraud or bad faith the insurer 

or person who furnished infor•ation on Its behalf is not 

subject to liability In any civil action for: 

(1) furnishing lnforaation as required by [section 1); 

or 

(Z) notifying an appropriate agency of a fire loss as 

required by {section Z}. 

Section 6. Section S0-3-lOZo MtA, Is a~nded to read: 

"So-3-102. Powers and duties of state fire .arshal. 

tll For the purpose of reducing the state•s fire loss. the 

stata fire •arshal shall: 

(a) ~ake at least one inspection a year of each state 

ins;titution and sub•it a copy of the report to the 

department of institutions with reco•.andations in regard to 

fire prevention, fire protection. and public safety; 

(bl •ake at least one inspection a year of each unit 

of the Montana university syste• and sub•it a copy of the 

report to the co~issioner of higher education with 

-3- S.B llt8 
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reco-andatl ons in reqard to fire prevention• fire 

protection. and public safety; 

(c) inspect publico business. or industrial ~uildings 

and require conforMance to law and rules promulgated under 

the provisions of this chapter; 

(dl assist local fire and law enforcement authorities 

in drson Investigations and supervise such investigations 

when, in his judg~entt supervision is necessary; 

(e) review all training progra•s on investigation of 

accidental and incendiary fires; 

{f) provide fire prevention and fire protection 

infor.ation to public officials and the general public; 

(g) encourage and assist local fire authorities in 

fire prevention progra•s and adopt standards and implement a 

proqra• to encourage fire departments to meet such 

standards; 

(hi be the state entity primarily responsible for 

promoting fire safety at the state level and to represent 

the state in structural fire matters; 

Iii encourage coordination of all services and 

agencies in structural fire matters to reduce duplic~tion 

and fill voids in services; 

(j) establish rules concerning responsibilities and 

procedures to be f.oll owed when there is a threat of 

explosive •aterial in a building housing state offices; 

-It- SB 148 
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(kl keep in hls office a record of all fires occurring 

Z in the state, the origin of the fires• and all facts• 

3 statistics. and circumstances relating thereto which have 

4 be~n determined by investigations under the provisions of 

5 chapter 63 of this title; and• except for ~he-~.,~~y 

b ll.Uf11Uill_Jlf.Jal~~ given during an investigation ilO.d 

7 ~~~02:~~~ INFQBMAIIQN THAI MAY BE HElO lH 

A ~ElQENCE UNDER Lsectlon ~ lJ• the record shall be open at 

q all times to public inspection; and 

10 (I) •ake an annual report to the attorney general 

11 containing a detailed state•ent of his official action and 

lZ the transactions of his depart•ento and the attorney general 

13 sha11o in turnt sub•it the report to the governor with such 

14 recommendations and co•ments thereon as he considers 

15 necessary. 

16 (L) The state fire marshal may: 

17 (a) adopt rules necessary for safeguarding life and 

18 property from the hazards of fire and explosion and carrying 

lq into effect the fire prevention laws of this state; and 

20 (b) if necessary to safeguard life and property under 

21 rules promulgated pursuant to this sectiono ~aintain an 

ZZ action to enjoin the use of all or a portion of a building 

23 or restrain a specific activity until there Is co•pllance 

24 ~ith the rules." 

-End-

-5- SB 148 
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SENATE BILL NO• 148 

INTRODUCED BY HAZELBAKER, s. BROWN, 

NORMAN, PETERSON 

BY REQUEST OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

~ SILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

RELEASE 

RELATING 

OF 

TO 

IN THE POSSESSION 

REQUIRING INSURERS 

OF IMSURERS 

TO NOTIFY 

APPROPRIATE 

INFORMATION 

FIRE LOSSES; 

AGENCIES OF 

INSURERS FROM CIVIL 

SUSPICIOUS FIRE LOSSESI EXEMPTING 

liABILITY FOR FURNISHIMG SUCH 

INFORMATION OR NOTIFYING AN AGENCY; PROVIDING FOR 

CONFIDENTIALITY OF RELEASED INFORMATIDNo PROVIDING FOR 

TESTIMONY BY AGENCY PERSONNEL IN CIVIL ACTIONS; AND AMENDING 

SECTION 50-3-102t MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANAI 

~ SECTION. Section 1. Insurer to provide 

information re~arding fire loss to certain agencies upon 

request. Each insurer engaged in issuing fire Insurance 

policies in the state of Montana shall upon written request 

of any appropriate law enforceMent or flre protectlon agency 

release to the requesting aqency all inforMation in its 

possession relating to a fire loss of real or personal 

property. The information •ay include but is not liMited to: 

(1) any insurance policy relevant to the fire loss 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

lD 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

111 

19 

20 

21 

22 

2l 

2't 

2'!> 

SB 011t8/02 

under investigation and any application for such a policy; 

(2) pre•iu• pay~nt records; 

13) the history of previous claiMS Made by the insured 

for fire loss; 

(4) •aterial relating to the investigation of the 

losso Including stateMents of any person. proof of loss• and 

other relevant evidence. 

NE~ SECIIQN. Section z. Insurer to report suspicious 

fires• Whenever an Insurer has reason to believe that a fire 

loss In vhlch tt has an interest aay be of other than 

aecidental cause• it shall notify an 

enforceMent or fire protection agency 

appropriate lav 

and provide such 

agency ~ith all .aterlal developed fra. its inquiry Into the 

fire loss. 

~tiLaB. Section 3· Agencies to keep infor•ation 

confidential. The INSUBEQ 0 S RIGH[ QF INQIYIDUAL P!JYICJ 

~ agencies and agency personnel receiving lnfor•ation 

furnished pursuant to {sections 1 ~ht'ell~h § AfilL.Z) ,..ef+ l.Q 

hold the infor•ation In confidence •~+f--sllelt--~•e--as 

Willii.i. 

1ll _ _lHE IHSUREQ WAIVES HIS BIGHT Of INOIYIPUAL 

f&llAtll--'18 

.Lll +H release llf THE INFIJBMAUQH Is required 

pursuant to a criMinal or civil proceeding. 

Section 4w Testieony of agency personnel 

-2- sa 148 
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in action to recover under insurance policy. l- enforce-t 

and fire protection agency personnel eay be required to 

testify as to any inforeation in their possession regarding 

the fire loss of real or personal property in any civil 

action in which a person seeks recovery froe an insurer 

under a policy for the fire loss. 

IIIILlf.tl.lJiia Sect. ion 5. E ><eept ion of insurer froe 

liability. In the absence of fraud or bad faith the Insurer 

or person who furnished infor.ation on Its behalf is not 

subject to liability in any civil action for: 

(1) furnishing inforeatlon as required by [section 1]; 

or 

(2, notifying an appropriate agency of a fire loss as 

required by [section 2]• 

Section 6. Section S0-3-102• NCAo Is ... nded to. reed: 

•so-3-lOZe Powers and duties of state fire .. rshal. 

(1J For the purpose of reducing the state's fire losso the 

1tate fire earshel shall: 

(a) eake at least one inspection a year of each state 

institution and subeit a copy of the report to the 

departeent of institutions with reco ... ndations in regard to 

fire prevention, fire protection, and public safety; 

(b) eake at least one inspection a year of each unit 

of the Montana university systee and sub~it a copy of the 

report to the co .. issioner of higher education with 

-3- S8 148 
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r~o-n4etlon~ In regard to fire preventiOfto fire 

protection. aftd public safety; 

(C) inspect publico businesso or industrial buildings 

and require confor-.nce to law and rules proeulqated unde~ 

the provisions of this chapter; 

{dJ assist 1ecal fire and law enforce•ent authorities 

in arson investigations and supervise such investigations 

when• in his judgeeftto supervision is necessary; 

{e) review all training proqraes on investigation of 

accidental and incendiary fires; 

(f} provide fire prevention and fire protection 

infor .. tion to public officials and the general public; 

(gJ encourage and assist local fire authorities in 

ffre prevention prograes and adopt standards and iepleaent a 

progra. to encourage fire depart .. nts to aeet such 

standards; 

{h) be the state entity priaarily responsible for 

proeoting fire safety at the state level and to represent 

the state in structural fire aattersi 

(iJ encourage coordination of all services and 

agencies in structural fire eatters to reduce duplic3tion 

and fill voids in services; 

(j) establish rules concerning responsibilities and 

procedures to be followed when there is a threat of 

explosive eaterial in a building housing state offices; 

-It- SB 148 
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1 lk) keep in his office a record of all fires occurring 

2 in the state. the origin of the fires• and all facts• 

3 statistics, and circu•stances relating thereto which have 

4 been determined by investigations under the provisions of 

5 chapter 63 of this title; and• except for the-test+.efty 

b ~Al~li Of WITN~$SESS given during an Investigation 4Dd 

1 CX~~2=~x±dad==in INFQB~ATIQN THAT _!&I__D~ HELQ IN 

B ~ENtE UNQER lsection! lJ• the record shall be open at 

9 all ti.es to public Inspection; and 

10 111 make an annual report to the attorney general 

11 containing a detailed state•ent of his official action and 

12 the transactions of his depart•ent• and the attorney general 

13 shallo in turn, sub•it the report to the governor vlth such 

14 reco~mendations and co••ents thereon as he considers 

15 necessary. 

16 121 The state fire aarshal aay: 

11 (a) adopt rules necessary for safeguarding life and 

lB property from the hazards of fire and explosion and carrying 

19 into effect the fire prevention laws of this state; and 

20 (b) if necessary to safeguard life and property under 

21 rules promulgated pursuant to this sectiono •aintain an 

22 action to enjoin the use of all or a portion of a building 

Z3 or restrain a specific activity until there Is co•pliance 

24 with the rules." 

-End-

-5- SB llt8 
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SENATE BILL NO. 148 

INTRODUCED BY HAZELBAKERt So BROWNo 

NORMANo PETERSON 

BY REQUEST OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

RELEASE OF INFORMATION IN THE POSSESSION OF INSURERS 

RELATING TO FIRE LOSSES; REOUIRING INSURERS TO NOTIFY 

APPROPRIATE AGENCIES OF SUSPICIOUS FIRE LOSSES; EXEMPTING 

INSURERS FROM CIVIL LIABILITY FOR FURNISHING SUCH 

INFORMATION OR NOTIFYING AN AGENtY; PROVIDING FOil 

CONFIDENTIALITY OF RELEASED INFORMATION; PROVIDING FOR 

TESTIMONY BY AGENCY PERSONNEL IN CIVIL ACTIONS; AND AMENDING 

SECTION S0-3-102t MCAo• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

H~-iftll~ Section 1. Insurer to provide 

inforeation regarding fire loss to certain agencies upon 

request. Each Insurer engaged in issuing fire insurance 

policies in the state of ~ontana shall upon Mritten request 

of any appropriate laM enforce•ent or fire protection agency 

release to the requesting agency all inforeatlon In Its 

possession relating to a fire loss of real or personal 

property. The inforeation eay include but is not li•ited to: 

Ill any insurance policy relevant to the fire loss 
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under investigation and any application for such a policy; 

121 pre•iue pay .. nt records; 

(3) the history of previous claies eade by the Insured 

for fire loss; 

f") •aterial relating to the Investigation of the 

loss. including stat ... nts of any person. proof of loss, and 

other relevant evidence. 

B£M_SECIIQ18 Section z. Insurer to report suspicious 

fires. Whenever an Insurer has reason to believe that a fire 

loss in which it has an Interest .. Y be of other than 

accidental cause. It shall notify an appropriate law 

enforce .. nt or fire protection agency and provide such 

agency with all aaterial developed fro. Its Inquiry into the 

fire loss. 

!EM SEtllQM. Section l. -gencies to keep lnfor•ation 

confidential. The 1KSUS£Q•S BIGHT Qf t8ptyiQU4L PSIVACY 

ak~»i B£QUIIES agencies and aqency personnel receiving 

infor•atlon furnished pursuant to [sections l •hPea~§ AID 

l) •he~~ IQ hold the lnfor.ation In confidence •n•++--~eh 

H·--•• Uf!IL£SS: 

UJ IH£ UISUBEQ_Ii!ll!H HIS BIGHT QF l!DlyiDUAL 

£&1Utll...DB 

ill +•• release Is required 

pursuant to a cri•inal or civil proceeding. 

H~~laHa Section "· Testi•ony of agency personnel 

-2- 55 / ifg 
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in action to recover under Insurance policy. Law enforceaent 

and fire protection agency personnel •ay be required to 

testify as to any infor .. tion in their possession regarding 

the fire loss of real or personal property in any civil 

action in which a person seeks recovery froe an insurer 

under a policy for the fire loss. 

BEW SEtJIOKa Section 5. Exa.ption of insurer fro• 

liability. In the absence of fraud or bad faith the insurer 

or person who furnished inforaatlon on Its behalf is not 

subject to liability in any civil action for: 

(1) furnishing lnfor .. tlon as required by (section t); 

or 

(21 notifying an appropri.te agency of a fire loss as 

required by (section 2]• 

Section 6. Section so-3-102• MCA. Is a .. nded to read: 

•so-3-102. Powers and duties of state fire •arshal. 

(1) For the purpose of reducing the state•s fire loss. the 

state fire •arshal shall: 

{at •eke at least one Inspection a year of each state 

institution and su~lt a copy of the report to the 

depart .. nt of institutions with reco.-endations in regard to 

fire prevention• fire protection, and public safety; 

(b) •ake at least one inspection a year of each unit 

of the Montana university syste• and sub•it a copy of the 

report to the co .. issioner of higher education with 
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reco-nd.t Ions In regilrd to fire prevention, fire 

protection, and public safety; 

(c) inspect publico business, or industrial buildings 

and require confor•ance to law and rules pro•ulgated under 

the provisions of this chapter; 

(d} assist local fire and Jaw enforcement authorities 

in arson investigations and supervise such investigations 

when, in his judg .. nt, supervision is necessary; 

(e) review all training progra.s on investigation of 

accidental and incendiary fires; 

{f» provide fire prevention and fire protection 

infor•ation to public officials and the general public; 

(g» encour.ge and assist local fire authorities in 

fire prevention progra•s and adopt standards and i~plement a 

progra. to encourage fire depart .. nts to •eet such 

standards; 

(h) be the •tate entity pri•arily responsible for 

pro.oting fire safety at the state level and to represent 

the state in structural fire •attars; 

(IJ encourage coordination of all services and 

agencies in structural fire ~attars to reduce duplication 

and fill voids in services; 

(j) establish rules concerning responsibilities and 

procedures to be followed when there is a threat of 

explosive ~aterial In a building housinq state offices; 
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(k} keep in his office a record of all fires occurring 

2 in the state. the origin of the fires. and all facts, 

3 statistics. and circu•stances relating thereto vhich have 

4 been deter•ined by investigations under the provisions of 

5 chapter 63 of this title; andt except for t~e-t .. t+.ofty 

6 SI6l~~~IH~ given during an investigation And 

7 U"IU=ac=cu:ui:JS!UI=U lllfDRMATIDN THAI -l!AX_B.LtifLD-1!1 

8 ~iHtE UNDER [section i lJ• the record shall be open at 

9 all ti•es to public inspection; and 

10 (1) •ake an annual report to the attorney general 

ll containing a detailed state•ent of his official action and 

12 the transactions of his depart•entt and the attorney general 

13 shall, in turno sub•it the report to the governor with such 

14 recommendations and co•.ents thereon as he considers 

15 necessary. 

(2) The state fire marshal .ay: 16 

17 (a) adopt rules necessary for safeguarding life and 

18 property fro• the hazards of fire and explosion and carrying 

19 into effect the fire prevention laws of this state; and 

20 (b) if necessary to safeguard life and property under 

21 rules promulgated pursuant to this section, eaintain an 

22 action to enjoin the use of all or a portion of a building 

23 or restrain a specific activity until there Is coepliance 

24 with the rules.• 

-End-
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March 1, 1979 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AMENDMENTS to SENATE BILL NO. 148, third 
reading copy: 

1. Page 2, line 17. 
Following: line 16 
Strike: "ALLOWS" 
Insert: "requ1res" 

AND AS AMENDED, BE CONCURRED IN. 


