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BILL NOD. ,AZZ

INTROGDUCED BY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: AN ACT TG PROVIOE A NORE
HUMANE METHOD OF EXECUTING A DEATH SENTENCE; AMENDING

SECTION 46-19-103¢ MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section §6-~19-103¢ MCAe is amended to read:
*46-19-103. Execution of deathe {1) In pronouncing the

sentence of deaths the court shall sag the date of execution

which must not be less than 30 days or wmore than 60 days
from the date the sentence is pronounceds

{2} The punishment of death wmust be inflicted by
hanging-the-defendant-by-the—neck-untidt-he-+s--deed glacing

the defendant in a small room and gquletly replacing the air
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{3) A sentence of death must be executed within the
walis or-yard of a jail or some convenient private place in
the county where the trial took place.

(4) The sheriff of the county must be present and
shall supervise such execution which shall be conducted in
the presence of a physiclane the county attorney of the
countys and at least 12 reputable citizens to be selected by
the sheriff. The sheriff shalls at the request of the
defendanty permit such priests or ministerss not exceeding
twos as the defendant nay nawe and only personse relatives,
or friendsy not to exceed fives to be present at the
execution together with such peace officears as he may think
expedient to witness the executiones No other persons than
those mentioned in this subsection can be present at the

executions nOr can any person under age be allowed to

witnass the same.

{5) After the executions the sheriff sust m:ke a
return upon the death warrant showing times mocde, and manner
in which it was executed.™

~End—
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STATE OF MONTANA
REQUEST N0, _ 21-79

FISCAL NOTE

Form BD-15

In compliance with a written request received .. _January 17 . .., 19 _19 _ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note
for __Senate Bill 133 _ pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 - Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly.
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members

of the Legistature upon request.

DESCRTPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

An act to provide a more humane method of executing a death sentence.
ASSUMPTTONS:
L. One defendant will be executed in a cdunty during the next biennium.

2. An existing room in the county jail will have to be renovated to be airtight,
specially ventilated and unalterable by the defendant.

3. The bill will not become operative until a county is faced with the responsibility
to execute a defendant within the county. ‘

LOCAT, TMPACT :

Attending physician -- 4 hours @ $50 $200
Drugs —— tranquilizing and lethail 25
Ventilation equipment 250
Room renovation (air-sealing, install vents) 750

Total $1 225

As counties are fuced with execution responsibilities, each must bear the
initial cost of room renovation. The room used for execution could probably
not be reused for prisoner detention purposes. The implied cost of this lost
detention space has not been computed.

COMMENT :

The cost to the county for hanging is limited to transportation costs of
the gallows and expenses associated with securing a private facility for the
execution. Costs for the "carbon dioxide" method would probably be the same
as for the current method of hanging.
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BUDGET DIRECTOR
Office of Budget and Program Planning

Date: __ .4__./_11_—3- 3




