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INTRODUCED BY f ~ "'";;r -· C!!'PI"Y 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

SElECTION OF A CHIEF DISTRICT JUDGE IN EACH JUDICIAL 

DISTRICT WITH THREE OR MORE JUDGES AND TO PERMIT THE tHIEF 

DISTRICT JUDGE TO ASSIGN DEPARTMENTS AND AREAS Of 

R~5PONSIBILJTY TO THE JUDGES OF THE DISTRICT.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Office of chief district judge 

12 appointment. (l) There Is in each judicial district Mlth 

13 three or more judges the office of chief district judge. 

14 (2) The chief district judge shall be selected by the 

15 district judges in the district fro• aeong theeselves by 

16 majority vote. Whenever the district judges are unable to 

l7 make a selection, they shall infor• the chief justice of the 

18 ~upreme court. ~ho shall then appoint one of the district 

19 judges as chief district judge. 

2:J s~ction 2. Ter~ of office. An individual selecteJ or 

21 appointed chief district judge of a district shall serve in 

22 that capacity until he resigns as chief district judge, 

23 ceases to be a district judge in the district. or Is 

24 replaced by a majority vote of the district judges of th~ 

25 district. 
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Section 3. Assignaent of areas of responsibility. The 

chief district judge, In consultation with the other judges 

and with the agree.ant of the concerned judge, shall assign 

each judge, Including hl•self, to a departeent of the 

district. as requireo by 3-5-~03o and May assign to a 

specific judge, including himselfo responsibility for a 

particular area of court ad•inlstration or court duties. 

These areas aay include but are not li•ited to such areas as 

supe~vlsion of court personnel, doeestlc relations. or youth 

court eatters. 
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