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January 25, 1979 

SENATE BILL 107 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on State Adminis
tration. 

Committee recommend bill do not 
pass (majority). (Minority 
recommend do pass. Failed.) 
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INTRODUCED BY 

~ L BILL NO ~_..y 
oe.Jo<"'~«h • J!ILL-~?n. ~< 

~~r 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO TRANSFER THE 

AUTHORITY TO APPOINT FOUR ~EMBERS OF THE JUDICIAL NOMINATION 

C~MHISSIDN FROH TH~ GOVERNOR TO THE LEADERSHIP OF THE 

leGISLATOR~ AND TD TRANSF~R THE AUTHORITY TO FILL VACANCIES 

U', SUCH COMMISSION FROM THE GOVERNOR TO THE ORIGINAL 

APPOINTING AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTIONS 3-l-1001 THROUGH 

3-l-1003t MCAo" 

SF IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 3-l-1001o KCAo is aJ>ended to re.ld> 

"3-1-1001. Creation. co~positiont and function of 

commission. A judicial no•ination coa.ission for the state 

of Montana is created. Its function is to provide the 

JOv~rnor with a list of candidates for no.,ination to fill 

any vacancy on the supreme court or any district court of 

th<' state of Montana. The co-iss ion shall be co11posed of 

s~ven me~bers dS follows: 

( 1) four l.ey me.,bers who are neither judoes nor 

attorneys, active or retired, whe--~s+ee--fft--df~~eren~ 

geoq~e~+ee+-e~e~--e~--the--,t~-eftd--~eeh--ef--whe.--+, 

~~p~e~efttet+ve---ef---e--d++~e~--+~~,~yy--b~+ne~§y--e~ 

p~efe§s+eny-•fte~fte~-eet+ve+y--§e--eftg~ed--~-~et~~Y who 
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shall be appointed by-the-ge~~"e~• as fo!Joys: 

Ia! one by the speaker of the hpyse pf 

reprgseotd\iyes; 

fb) one by the •inoritY leader of the boyse of 

cgpresenta&jyes; 

lei one by the president gf the senatei and 

~one by the winoritr lewder of the senate; 

(2) two attorneys actively engaged in the practice of 

Jaw, on~ from each congressional district, who shall be 

appointed by the supreme court; 

(l) on~ district judge elected by the district judges 

under an elective procedure initiat~d and conducted by the 

supre111e court and certified to suc.h election by the chief 

JUStice of the supreae court. Th~ election shall be 

considered an appoint.ant for th~ purposes of this part• 

1..,1 Appqintments prgvjded for in this section shall be 

~-•itbjo 30 ~lil__Ul~J2il:.liWL..Qf.~he precedinw 

~" 

Section 2. Section 3-1-1002, MeA. is a•ended to read: 

"3-1-1002. Sta~ered ter~:r.s of me•~ers. ( 1) A Jl 

or-i lindl raernbers n<.lme-d to the comrriss.ion shall serve unti 1 

January lo 1976. Their successors shall serve as follows: 

(a) The me~bers appointed by--t~--~•e~e~ ~ 

~~l1 shall serv~ for 4-year terms. 

(l>) The attorneys elected shall serve 2-year ter"'S• 
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(c) The judqe elected sh~11 serve a 2-year terM. 

(2) Thereaft~r ~11 m~~Ders sh~ll serVP t~rms of 4 

3 ye..Jr s.• 

4 Se-ction 3. Section J-l-1003. MCA, i·.; JCH~nded tn rc ~d: 

5 •3-l-1003. Vacancies. (l) In the evPnt a vacancy on 

6 the commission occurs, the ~~~&r orjgjnal appoj~ 

1 authority sh<Jll appoint a repl.,ce•ent for the r<:~,1inder of 

B the ter•• S.eh A replaceaent tor a ee•ber appointed under 

9 sybsectjgn fZ! or r31 pf 3-1-1001 shall be a ~e•ber of the 

10 same group as the •e•ber he replaces. 

11 (2) Appoint•ents provided for in this section shall ~e 

12 made v~n-39-de~-o+-~eo•pleti~~-p~eeed+ftg-~e~~ 

13 &r ~ithin 30 days of the occurrence of any vacancy.• 

14 Section ~. Transition. The ter•s of the first •e~bers 

15 appointed under section 3-1-1001(1)• as a.anded by this act• 

lb shall begin on January 1• 1980. 

-End-
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