
CHAP.TER NO. 13 -----...:=---,. 

SENATE BILL NO. 73 

INTRODUCED BY GOODOVER, DOVER 

IN THE SENATE 

January 5, 1979 

January 15, 1979 

January 16, 1979 

January 17, 1979 

January 19, 1979 

January 20, 1979 

IN THE HOUSE 

January 22, 1979 

January 26, 1979 

January 27, 1979 

January 30, 1979 

IN THE SENATE 

January 31, 1979 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Business and 
Industry. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second Reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third Reading, passed. 
Transmitted to Second House. 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Business and 
Industry. 

Committee recommend bill 
be concurred in. Report adopted. 

Second Reading, concurred in. 

Third Reading, concurred in. 

Returned from Second House. 
Sent to enrolling. 

Report correctly enrolled. 



~6th Legislature LC. 0372/01 l.C 0372/01 

2 
~2L 

INTRODUCED BY 

1 petition by resolution~ If the decision is to approve the 

z petition, the resolution shall authorize the board of 

3 3 trustees of the district to provide the requested services 

.. A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AI<l ACT TO AUTiiORIZE TELE~ISIOH 4 ~na shall descr;be the proposP.d syste~9 including the type 

5 DISTRICTS TO PROVIDE AHO FINANCE AM Qa f~ 7R~StATOft 5 of construction? proposed iocatlcn9 and estioated costsa 

6 SERVICES UPON PETH!Il'li AHEMOING SEtTIONS 7-13-2510, b Section 2. Section 7-13-2510 7 ~CA~ Is amer.deu to o2ad: 

1 7-13-2527• 1-13-2528~ ANO 7-13-l5l9o ~~. 0 1 Q7-ll-25lu~ Po~ers of districto A tele~osior. disLrict 

8 8 organized under this parto acting t.hrnu<Jh it,; board of 

9 BE IT ENACTED flY THE LEGHLA7U!l;E Of THE STAH OF rnJHT.H<A: 9 trustees herein provided fo;• ~ay: 

10 N.f,)!! S.ECTIOM" Section 1. Authorfz.•tion for .VI o; Ffl 10 [1) perforo all the ~cts and take al1 t~~ necessary or 

11 trcnslztor. (l) ~ tel~vis;on district ~1 construe~ ~nd 11 proper steps to assu!"e that there t~ill be a fai;,. effkh?n·;:, 

12 operate an A~ or Fn transla~or facilit7 as provided in this 12 ana equiteble distrlbu~ion of t~ievlsion ser~ices ~lthin the 

13 sect.iono- 13 area in order t.hut all p9rsons within such servi~e area 

... (21 (a) A rQquest: '.:.o provide AH or Frl trans1ator 14 shall be suppl:eu by me0ns of an ~ppr~priate e1ectrica1 or 

15 services .a1 ~ Initiated by u petition signed by at least 1'> electronic system for televi!oion p~ogram distributoon. such 

16 51~ oi' the registered eiectors of the ~elevi!Olon disu·ict 16 authodzed systeo: to ;:>.-o .. ide such flexibility as to perai't 

11 Mho are owners of units capable of receiving AH or FM 17 rad!cal improveroen~5 In tec~<icai quali~y without rende;ing 

18 broadCast.so i>nd presented to the boa;d of county lf> inoperative recelv'":s therein. but dlscontinu~nce of serv ic•c; 

19 coa.issloners which initially establ ish>'d the district. The 19 by the dl str; ct: foo· improve•ents or rep a; r- s for a te~nporar~· 

2') petition. its filing, and its processing are go~erned by 20 period shall not b£ constru~ as rendering inoperative; 

21 7-13-2503o 7-13-2~o and 7-13-Z505o 21 (2} if necessar-y or proper l n tho?. furtherance of the 

22 (b) Upon ;eceivlnq a certified petiticno the board of 22 objects of this parto <~cquirev buoL;, construct. repair~ 

Z:! county coa.issioners is to qive notice anJ ho1~ a h~~ring as £3 OtoJO? llldSntain-t and operate any necessary stations 

Zit provided in 7-13-2506 and 7-13-250Ta Aft~r the hearing, the 24 tran,;111itting siW1ultan2ous visual and aural signals intended 

25 ~ard of county co .. issioners shall npprove or deny the zs to be r~eived by the genera1 pub1ic9 relay stations• pickup 
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stations, or any other necessary electrical or electronic 

systEce; 

(3) aake contracts to coapensate any owner of land or 

other property for the use of such property for the purposes 

of this part; 

1•1 aake contracts with the United States, any state 

or eunlcipality, or any depart-nt: or agencr of those 

entities for carrying out the general purposes for which the 

district is foraed; 

{5) acquire, by gift, devise 9 bequest, lease, or 

purchase, real and personal property• tanqible or 

intangible, including lands, rights-of-way, and easeaents. 

necessary or convenient f·c>r its purposes; 

(6) to eake contracts of any lawful nature (Including 

labor contracts or those for eeployees• benefits) and eeploy 

engineers, laboratory personnel, attorneys, other technical 

or professional assistants, and any other assistants or 

eeployees necessary to carry out the provisions of this 

part; 

171 Issue •arrantst payable at the tlee stated 

therein, to evidence the obligation to repay .oney borrowed 

or any other obli~ation incurred by the district, warrants 

so issued to draw interest at a rate fixed by the board, not 

to exceed 51 per year, payable annually or seeiannually as 

the board •ay prescribe; 
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(8) contract indebtedness or borrow 110ney for 

corporate purposes ~nd issue revenue bonds therefor to be 

repaid froe rates and charges, bearing Interest at a ra~e 

not exceeding 6l per annu• parable saeiannudlly 9 the bonds 

not to be sold for less than par an~ accrued lnter~st; 

(9) prescribe tax ra~es for the providing of services 

tnrouqhout the area In accordance with the provisions of 

this part> 

(10) prescribe such installation or r~ady-to-serve 

charges to be used for any costs connected with preparation, 

acquisition• or construction of the systee; eftd 

(11) apply forw acce~t• and be the holder of .ny per•lt 

or license Issued by or required under federal or state 

la.,.Larul 

1121 gro~jde AM or EM tcaoslatoc scryjces if authorjzed 

as prpyldld in {section 1J.• 

Section 3. Section 1-13-2527o KCAo Is .-ended to read: 

•7-13-Z527. list of television gr AM or EM ceceiyec 

own~rs. {1) A copy of the order creating the district shall 

be deliver~d to the county assessor of e3Ch county within 

the district. ll-d_dl~_ls authorized to proy~-&a__QL 

EK tr~slator seryjcgao a cogy of tbe~olutjoo authorizing 

the 5eryices Is to be deliyeced to the CQYOty assessgc pf 

each cpuntv wjthin the dis~rj~ 

(?) The assessDr ~h~llo on or before August l of any 
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given yearo prepare and certify a list of all persons owninq 

television sets within "eh tlJI:; Jistrict and t_be county dnd 

::!,.1iv"r a copy of~ t.n:.; list to the board of trust""S of 

se+d t.ne dlstr icta At ttw saw tl•e• lf AI'! or Ftl translat.QL 

:.ux.l.t;S:s are aut.b.l;IC..iz~bi: aues:-;.ru:-lihi!U -JIC<>NCe aQd 

certify a I jst of _all persons oi!I.D..i.Jl!,L ynlti c<m.Wle of 

rgceiv!ng Aft or EM broadcast£ within tbe dist_rict ADd t.bs 

county and del jyer a copy pf tile l isLl.Q the dist:rjct board 

a.L.t.J:.ustges. 

LJl If the county assessor in,yrs additigQdl expgns~s 

because pf tbe preQaratj OQ pf a .. ll.U. _ _r..cw.ai red t1)' tlli.i 

~QO• t.be djst_r!ct_ $ball pay t_hps~ a4djtjooal expeoses 9 • 

Section 4. Section 7-13-2528• MCAo is ~mended to re3d: 

•7-13-2528a Financial ad•in!strat!on of district. (1) 

The board of trustees sballt fro.~ 40~ list so prepared 

by the county assessor ~LeQYlred by 1-ll=l5Zl• remove the 

names of any persons who have claimed exeMption under this 

part and shall prepare a ~Jdget for the expenses for the 

next yearc-

(2) The budget, tog .. the~ with tO.. i ist of sue!·, persons 

residing In the district ana subJeCt to the special tax 

after a11 exe•ptians havP. been ~1lcwed as provided in this 

p<>rt• shall be presentPd t·y Septo.,ber 1 to the O<>.Hd of 

county co.missionerS9 ~o shall !Pvy the ta~ requested by 

said trustees. In preparing tbe bpgQ~s__1b&_ board of 
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trustees spaJJ •ajntajn separate budwets for teleyision 

sgryices and for AK gr EM translator sgrvlces and sball 

specjfv the t~¥ to be le~ed on owners gf telgylsjpo iets 

iUKLQILQMner;; of units cavable gf .:l!Cejyjng AH or ..f1:1 

broadca§tse The board shall levy such tax In accordance with 

the requ•ost herein !Jlentioned. The tax c'ha~l be certif;e,j "LO 

the county clerk and record~ and entered on ~he ~ssessment 

books as against ,;uch persons and colle<et•'d by th<"- county 

treasurer as all other taxes are coll&etede 

(3) The county t~easurer shall b~ tr~ treasurer for 

said district and hold said taxes. as co11ected9 In a 

separate fund to be dLixlrsed by nim upon ... arrants drawn by 

the trustees, at 1ea;t two of who'" si.al1 sign any warrant 

for the di sbu~sement of ~·•ch funds by the county treasurer.• 

Section s~ Section 7-13-2529. ~SAo Is amended to reacJ: 

"'7-13-2:0.29. Exe il!pt I on for nonbenef i ted ta~payers. {1) 

The taxpdyers in the television district who do not receive 

the signal of th-t t.elevision translator station or who 

receive di~ect re<2ption f~o~ the television station from 

which i:he te1e'l:1i·;.ion tr-anslatot· rep~ats a signal or rece!ve 

servl ce throuqh t.he IE<!diu!l' of a community antenna system on 

.. hlcn th8y a~~ a sunscr;be~ in good standing wili be exempt 

fro~ the payment of the tax for the support of the 

teleyjslon ~~f~ tele~ision district, provided 

they file an affidavit setting forth any of the grounds 
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1 above •entioned. The affidavit shall be filed ~lth the boa~d 

2 of t~ustees, vho shall upon the ~eceipt of such affidavit 

3 have the na.es of such pe~sons so exa.pted f~o• the tax Lg£ 

~ teleylsigo services stricken fros the list of taxpayers 

5 ce~tlfied to the board of county co .. issloners. The exe~ted 

b persons shall not be liable for such tax. 

1 ill A siailac e¥emptlgn is ayaitable with cea~ct to 

8 AM gr FK traoslatqr agryiGes. lbg ~tQG9dYCI prqVjded _iQ 

9 aubseGtion Ill ahall be utiljz@d for tba AM or Eft axeaptigo. 

10 ~~ Any person ~ persons who shall .ake a false or 

11 fraudulent claie for exeeption as provided in this section 

12 shall be guilty of a ~isdemeanor.• 

13 Section 6. Codification. lt Is intended that section 1 

1~ be codified as an integral part of Title 1, chapter 13, part 

15 25, and the provisions of Title l, chapter 13, part 25• 

16 apply to section l• 

-End-
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Approved by Committee 
on Buaineae and Industry 

SENATE BILL NOo 73 

INTRODUCED BY DOVERo GOODOVER 

A SILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE TELEVISION 

DISToHCTS TO PROVIDE AND FINAtiCE M4--ett FH TRANSLATOR 

:>ERVICtS UPON PETlTIDN; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-13-2S10o 

7-13-2527, 7-13-i5Z8o AND 7-13-2529, ~A.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

N~ftiiaH& Section lo Authorization for AM--or FH 

translator. (1} A television district .ay construct and 

operate an-AM-er A-»RDAntAil FM translator facility LAA--ID 

~-Hf~,l~ as provided in this section. 

(Zl (a) A request to provide AM--er FH translator 

ser~ice~ mav be initiated by a petition signed by at least 

51~ of the registered electors of the television dl•tr!ct 

who are owners of units capable of receiving AM--er FM 

broadcasts t68 10--lQI HE&ACYCLES!o and presented to t~ 

board of county com•issioners which initially established 

th~ ·1istrict. Th" petition, its filing, and its processing 

dr" governed by 1-13-2503• 7-13-250~, and 1-13-2505. 

(b) Upon receiving a certified petition. the board of 

county commissioners is to give notice and hold a hearing as 

provid~d in 7-13-2506 and 7-13-2S07o After the hearing, the 

boaro of county co~missioners shall approve or deny the 
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pPtition by re~olution. lf tne decision is to approve the 

petition, the resolution shall authorize the bo~rd of 

truste .. s of the district to provide the requested services 

antl shall describe the proposed syste~. including the type 

of con~truction, proposed location, and esti•ated costs. 

Section l. s~ction 7-13-2510, ~CA, is a~ended to read: 

•7-13-2510. Po•ers of district. A television district 

or~anized un~~r this part, acting throu~h its board of 

trustees herein provided for, •ay: 

(1) perform'all the acts and take all the necessary or 

proper steps to assure that there vill be a fairo efficient, 

and equitable distribution of television services vithin the 

area in order that all persons within such service area 

shall be supvlietl by r."~ns of an appropriat~ electrical or 

cl~ctronic sy5te• for television progra~ distribution, such 

authorized syste• to provide such flexibility as to per~it 

radical improve~ents in technical 4ualit~ without rendering 

onoperative receiv~rs th~r~ino but discontinuance of service 

oy the district for i~proveMents or repairs for a temporary 

~erivd shall not h~ construed dS rendering inoperative; 

I~ l if n~cu~sary or ~roper in the furtherance of the 

ob;ects of this oarto acquire, huildo construct. repair, 

owo, •aintain, dnd opt>rat.a any necessary stations 

LrJn~~••Linq ~i~1ultdn~ou~ visud1 and aural si~na1s intended 

to be re~~iv~d by th~ genoral public. relay stations, pickup 
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stations, or any other necessary electrical or electronic 

~yste•; 

(3) •ake contracts to coMpensate any owner of land or 

otner property fur the use of ~uch property for the purpo~es 

uf this part; 

(4) •ake contracts with the United Stat~s. any state 

or •unicipalityo or any de~artment ~r agency of those 

entitles for carrying out the general purposes for which the 

district Is formed; 

(S) acquire, by gift, devise. bequest. 

purcllaseo real and personal property, 

intangible, including lands, rights-of-way. and 

necessary or convenient for its purposes; 

lease, or 

tangible or 

ease-ntso 

C6) to aake contracts of any lawful nature (Including 

labor contracts or those for eaployees• benefits) and .-ploy 

en9ine~r~. laboratory personnel, attorneys• other technical 

or professional dSSistantso and any other assistants or 

e~loyees necqssary to carry out the provisions of this 

part; 

(1) issue warr .. nts, payable at the tl.. stated 

therein• to evidence the obligation to repay eoney borrowed 

or any other obligation incurred by the district, warrants 

so i~sueu to draw interest at a rate fi•ed by the board, not 

to e•ce~d 5~ per ye~r. payable an~u~lly or seciannu~lly as 

the boaro ~ay prescribe; 
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I d) <:ontract indebtednes~ or borrow II\Oney for 

~orpordt& purposes and issue revenue bonds therefor to be 

rcp~id fro• rates and char9es, bearing interest ~t a rate 

not e~ce~~ing bt per annu~ payable semiannually, the hands 

not to b~ sold for less than p~r and accrued interest; 

19) prascribe tax rates for the providina of services 

t~rouqhout the area in accordance with t~e vrovisions of 

this part; 

(10) prescribe such installation or ready-to-serve 

char~es to be used for any costs connected with preparation. 

acquisition, or construction of the system; eftd 

(11) apply for, accept, and be the holder of any permit 

or license issued by or required under federal or state 

law•~ 

;u_g;~tidpd i n ( :foer.t.i.SHJ_Ua" 

Section 3. Section 7-13-Z527t KCA. is amended to read: 

"7-11-2527. List of television Q~=!H QL_f~~~ 

owners. (l» A copy of the urder creating the district shall 

be delivered to the county assessor of each county within 

the d i s t r i c t • llJ~Uis;..t_ti_au thgr i zeiL..ULllUI!LUI.e Ml==su:: 

E!!-t.L.aalliitJILUU.i.i".UL-L'-WU_gL.tbLLU!UJl:t..i.a:~b!u:.illllg 

l.bliL_~~U~-i~_liLbiLQUilU:J:.£.d._tg;_tJliL>.O~JlliiUgL-Q.f 

llia.ll-r.~Wll.t¥-lllilJI i o toe d i str i ct..a 

IZ) The dsse~sor shdt'l, on or "efuroe AutJust 1 of any 

-4- SB 73 
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qiven year, prepnre and certify a list of all person~ owninq 

television sets within ~~eft the district an~~~ and 

Jeliver a co~y of sueft the list to the board of trustees of 

se+d ~district. at-the-Jaee timeL.if AH:~ EM translator 

~L~i~e~J~..iWt!Kl~~-AUauw:...~ll-~.ue._JAd 

I;..eLtlfx __ ,a __ li,U __ QL->ilL-SlU~owning _Wlils. capable of 

~~~~ing A~=at ~-broadca~~ !88 Q8 ~~AtYtLESl ¥itblQ 

the.__o.i.HLi~.L.-.lnlLt~lW!lU-and deli vee a ~_jlf_t,bLlill 

t.Q_:t.be-diULULiUII}.uLgLj.!JlUtl.Ua 

iil_If_t~ouoty asse~or locurs addjtjgnal expenses 

~~a~~~~L__t~ preparation of a ~-requjred by tbjJ 

~e~:t.iallL-tbe-d~ict shall pay thoJe l}ddjtjQ041 expeosgs.• 

Section 4. Section 7-13-2528, KtAo is aaended to read: 

"7-ll-2~2d. Financial ad~inistration of district. (1) 

The boaod of trustees shall, froa se+d aax list so prepared 

by t~e county ass~ssor as requjred by l:ll=~~. re.ave the 

names of any persons who have clal~ed exe•ption under this 

par~ and shall prepare a budget for the expenses for the 

next year. 

(il The Judaeto together with the li•t of such persons 

residing in the district and subject to the special tax 

dfter all ex~mptions have been allowed as provided in this 

part, shall be presented ~y Sept .. ber l to the board of 

county commossion~rso who shall levy the tax reQuested by 

sa • c! t r us t "e s • ln--l'Li:ll-'ltlug _ __tbe.__b.llll~~-__tbL-bwlLd-o! 
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lliU~eL~h.u.L_IIajotain uparate ~wigau_ fpc tel.altl.Uan 

~~~1-AO~ a~ £a_ translator seryjces and -1b4l1 

~,g~if~~_t.u__to be levied on owoers of televi~u 

d!ULOD-iM~fllilLL_aL-lLQl.U cagabl e of rece !lti.llg &!!=.elL fl! 

QL~Q~~~~ LiA-10-~-!~~~la The board shall levy such 

t"x in accordance with the request herein ~~entioned. Th<> t;~x 

shall be certified to the county clerk and recorder and 

entereo on the assessnent books as against such persons and 

collected by the county treasurer as all other taxes are 

collected. 

(3) The county treasurer shall be the treasurer for 

said district and hold said taxeso as collected, In a 

separate fund to be disbursed by hi• upon warrants drawn by 

th~ truste<>so at least two of who• shall sign any warrant 

for the di~burseaent of such funds by the county treasurer.• 

Section '5. Section 7-13-2SZ9, NCA• is a .. nded to read: 

"7-13-2529. Exe~ption for nonbeneflted taxpayers. (1) 

Ih~ tax~aters in tho television district who do not receive 

the signol or the television translator station or who 

re~eov~ direct r'ception fro~ the television station fro~ 

~hich the television translator repeats a signal or receive 

servic~ through the •ediu• of a COM~unity antenna syste• on 

which they are a subscriber In good standing will be exe•pt 

from th~ payment of the tJx for the support of thP 

~l~vl~i~U-~eL~~~~-Qf__Lh~ television districto provided 

-6- ss 73 
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1 they file an affidavit setting for~h any of the grounds 

2 above ~en~ioned. The affidavit shall be filed with the board 

3 o~ trust~e~, who shall upon the receipt of such affirlqvo~ 

4 have the na~e~ of such person~ so eKe•pted fro~ thP tax fQL 

5 ts~Ki~ $eryj,gs stricken fro• the list of taxpayers 

6 certifiP.d to the board of county co .. lssi~ers. The exe•pted 

1 person~ shall not be liable for such tax. 

8 ill 6 $jwjlar exaaption j$ ayajl4blo wjtb ~~ 

9 &t:~ ~-1LaD$1atgr saryl~ The QLO'Bdule groKidad in 

10 ~~~t~ll-~1-ba~iljzad for tba !6=~ EM exe•ptiona 

11 titill Any person or pers~s vho shell .ake e false or 

12 fraudulent clal• for exe.ption as provided In this section 

13 shall De guilty of a wisdeeeanoro• 

1~ Section 6. Codification. It ;s intended that section 1 

15 be codified as an integral part of Title 7, chapter 13o part 

16 25, and the provisions of Title J, chapter 13o part 25o 

17 apply to section 1. 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NOo 73 

INTRODUCED BY OOVER9 GOODOVER 

A BILL fOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE TELEVISION 

DlSTRltTS TO PROVIDE AND FINANCE AM--9* FM TRANSLATOR 

SERVICES UPON PETITION~ AMENDING SECTIONS 7-13-25109 

7-13-2527, 7-13-2528o AND 7-13-25299 MCAo• 

BE IT E~ACTEO BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

~EW_if~Ra Section 1o Authorization for AM--eP FM 

translator. 111 A television district •ay construct and 

operate en-AK-o~ A BRDAQCASI FM translator facility 

lOB MEGAHi&ILl as provided in this section. 

(88 ID 

121 (a) A request to provide AM--o~ FM translator 

services eay be initiated by a petition signed by at least 

51* of the registered electors of the television district 

who are owners of units capable of receiving ~--~ FM 

broadcasts LaA-Ig_lQj_~&ILl• and presented to the board 

of county com•issioners which initially established the 

district. The petition, its filing• and its processing are 

~overned by 7-13-2503• 7-13-250~, and 7-13-2505. 

(b) Upon receiving a certified petition, the board of 

county commissioners is to g•ve notice and hold a hearing as 

provided in 7-13-2506 and 7-13-2507. After the hearing. the 

board of county co .. issioners shall approve or deny the 
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~tition by resolution. If the decision is to approve the 

petition, the resolution shall authorize the board of 

trustees of the district to provide the requested services 

and shall describe the proposed syst••• including the type 

of construction, proposed location, and esti.ated costs. 

Section 2. Section 7-13-2510, MCAt is aaended to read: 

•7-13-2510. PoNers of district• A television dls~ric~ 

organized under this part, ac~lng tnrough its board of 

trustees herein provided fort •ay: 

(1) perfor• all the acts and take all the necessary or 

proper steps ~o assure that there will be a fair• efficient• 

and equitable distribution of television services within the 

area in order that all persons within such service area 

shall be supplied by aeans of an appropriate electrical or 

electronic syste• for television prograe distribu~iono such 

authorized syste• to provide such flexibility as to per•lt 

radical i•proveeents in technical quality without rendering 

Inoperative receivers therein• but discontinuance of service 

by the district for i•proveeents or repairs for a te-Porary 

period shall not be construed as rendering Inoperative~ 

121 if necessary or proper in the furtherance of the 

objects of tnis parto acquire, buildo construct, repair, 

own, •aintaint and operate any necessary stations 

transmittinq simultaneous visual and aural signals intended 

to be received by the general publico relay stations, pickup 
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10tations 1 or any other necessary elect.rical or electronic 

syst.e•; 

(3) •ake contracts tu co•pensate any o~ner of land or 

other property for the use of ~uch property for the purposes 

of thIs part; 

(4) •ake contracts ~ith the United States, any state 

or •unicipalityo or any depart.ant or agency of those 

entities for carrying out the general purposes for ~hich the 

district is forMed; 

(51 acquire, by 

purchase, real and 

~ifto devise, bequest., lease, 

personal property, tangible 

or 

or 

intangible, including lands, rights-of-vaye and easeaentse 

necessary or convenient for its purposes; 

(6) to aake contracts of any lavful nature (including 

labOr contracts or those for e.ployees• benefits) and -.ploy 

engineerse laooratory personnel, attorneys, other technical 

or professional assistants, and any other assistant~ or 

e•ployees necessary to carry out. the provisions of this 

part; 

(7) issue ~arrants, payable at the tl- stated 

therein• to evidence the obligation to repay •oney borroved 

or any other ooligation incurred by the district• ~arrants 

so issued to drav interest at a rate fixed by the board, not 

to exceed 5t par year, payable annually or seariannually as 

the board •ay prescribe; 
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(8) contract indebtedness or borrov aroney for 

corporate purposes and issue revenue bonds therefor to be 

repaid fro• rates and charges• bearing interest at a rate 

not exceeding bt per annu• payable se•iannuallye the bonds 

not to be sold for less than par and accrued interest; 

(9) prescribe tax rates for the providing of services 

throughout the area in accordance ~ith the provisions of 

this part; 

(10) prescribe such installation or ready-to-serve 

charges to be used for any costs connected ~ith preparation. 

acquisition, or construction of the syste•; eftd 

(111 apply for, accepte and be the holder of any permit 

or license issued by or required under federal or state 

lavw.&..-OIQd 

LlZl provide ~ f~Sjanslat-or .i&U.U;.U..i~a.c.Ued 

.u_g~~-i.DJ.H'-i.iAILUa • 

Section 3. Section T-13-2527 0 HCAo is amended to read: 

•T-13-25ZT. List of television~ QL_-fa__~~eL 

ovners. (1) A copy of the order creating the district shall 

be delivered to the county assessor of each county within 

the district. If a dil~ict- il aut-borjzed t-a provide~ 

£!-tLaDII•t-or secvi~ a copy of tbe rasolutian aytbgrjzjng 

111LUL.ll.isJts ;s t.g be deli need t-a t-b•~t..¥- aueuor of 

Ba~-'OUDt-¥ •it-bin the djstrjct• 

( l) ft\e assessor sha'rl, on or before "'·HJUft 1 of an'f' 
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~iven yearo prepare and certify a 1 ist of all persons owning 

television sets ~!thin ~•eh tbA district and the cguotx and 

deliver a copy of ~•eh ~list to the board of trustees of 

~8+~ tb£ district. At-tbe saae ti•e• if A!:a% E~ traoslatQL 

uui.'ti-.uL-illlt.bslLiUd• the ass~_:;.llall g repa~ 

'eLtifx_a_li~t__o!__all _ _persons -AMning yplt:;._ caoable _pf 

Ut.eh.Lnll ~1: flL.tu:.aildt..a:iU LJLilR._l.lll "EGAHERIU ~ 

.tba._lll.U.r.it.t.-41Uf_tlle-'.11ulll¥-Sl"d deliver a capx QL_tbL_ll.U. 

t.g_truL • .!iu~llQard gf tua.t.Hh 

ill _ _lf__tb&-~aYOtX-4&Ae:i:iOC jpcyrs addlLiaD41 expenses 

bet.a~e_g[_tb£-_preparatjgn of a list t•QUired b¥ thl:;. 

u~ia~ _ _tbe district sball pax those lddltlgnal exge~• 

Section 4o Section 7-13-2528o MCA• Is a .. nded to read: 

"7-13-2528. Financial adeinistration of district. (11 

The board of trustees shall, fro• ~e+d iln¥ list ~o prepared 

by tne county assessor 4a-LBQUir&d b¥ 1-13-2527, reeove the 

names of any persons who have claieed exe•ption under this 

part and shall prepare a budget for the expenses for the 

ne:>.t year. 

{2) The budget, together ~ith the list of such persons 

residing in th~ district and subject to the special ta~ 

after all exe•ptions have been allo~ed as provided in this 

part, shall be presented by Septeeber 1 to the board of 

county coMmissioners. ~ho shall levy the tax requested by 

said trustees. lD--RLegarjpg -the~~__the__Q~~_gf 
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XL~~~~~ separate budgets fgr teleyj$ipn 

:;.euir.u __ JlWL_fQL &!!=ett £!L.t.u;nslator uryj ces and sba]) 

~~ifX_tlle tal to be leyied an g~ner$ gf te!eyj:;.jgo sets 

liiJg--'lD--Q.ILQIU..$._-llL __ wl.il • .:;._ug~ of rec:eixiog 6!!::K El5 

QLQ~d'~~ LI4_1Q_lQJ_Hf~HERTl!. The board shall levy such 

tax in acco~dance with thP request herein eentionedo The tax 

shall be certified to the county clerk and recorder and 

enterpa on the assesseent books as against such persons and 

collected by the county treasurer as all other taxes are 

collected. 

(J) The county tredsurer shall be the treasurer for 

said district and hold said taxes, as collected• in a 

separate fund to be disbursed oy hie upon ~arrants dra~n by 

th~ trustees, at least two of ~ho• shall sign any warrant 

for the dlsburseeent of such funds by the county treasurer.• 

Section 5o Section 7-l3-Z529o KCA• is a .. nded to read: 

•7-13-2529. ExeMption for nonbenefited taxpayers. (1) 

rh~ taxpayers in the television district who do not receive 

the signdl of the television transldtor station or ~ho 

receive direct reception fro• the television station free 

which the television translator repeats a signal or receive 

service through the •ediu~ of a co••unity antenna syste• on 

whoch th~y are a subscriber in good standing will be exempt 

from the payment of th~ taK for the support of the 

Lelexi:;.iQD_:ieLxi~:;._g1 __ ;be television district, provided 
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l they file an affidavit settinq forth any of the grounds 

2 above ..ntioned. The affictawit s-tlaH ·!Jo! flcled ~tUih •erbeerld 

3 of trustees. who snalt u~on the receipt of such affidavit 

~ have the na.es of such persons so exe•pted fro• the ta. fRL 

5 u••visi·QQ s-ervices stricken fro• the 1 ist of taxpayers 

6 certified to the board of county com~issioners. The exe•pted 

1 persons shall not be liable for such tax. 

8 [ll A sjw!lar ••••ptjog js avaj l4ble Mlt:h respect. to 

9 &!:Re f!_tragslat;oc services. The pcoc:edyre pCOYid4d IQ 

10 IYhJ@Ct;jon fll sball be ut;jljzed for t;he Aa:De EM exeapt:ioO. 

11 t~Lll Any person or persons who shall .aka a false or 

1.2 fraudulent clai• for e•e..,tlon as provided In this section 

13 shall be guilty of a •lscte.eanor.• 

1 .. Section 6. Codification. It is intended that section 1 

15 be codified as an integral part of Title lw chapter 13o part. 

16 25w and the provisions of Title To chapter 13• part 2So 

17 apply to section 1. 

-end-

-1- ss 73 



4b'h Leqislature ~8 D073/03 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

~ 

9 

.~ 

11 

!2 

n 

14 

15 

16 

17 

'~ 
19 

zo 

"l 

22 

l'l 

~4 

£5 

SENATE SILL NOe 73 

INTRODUCED BY DOVER, GDOOOYER 

A BILL FUR AN ACT ENTITLED: 

uiSTklCTS TO PROviDE ANO 

SFiW ICtS UPOhl PETITION; 

•AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE TELEVISION 

FINANCE A~--8R FM TRANSLATOR 

AMENDING SECTIONS 1-13-2510• 

1-13-l~llo 7-13-Z5Z8o ANO T-13-2529, MCA.• 

bE IT ENACTED BY THE LeGISLATURE OF THE ~TATE DF MONTANA: 

~tH-~t~u~. Section 1. AuthOrization for AM--o~ FM 

translator. (1) A television district aay construct and 

operat~ ~n-A~-o~ A_B&DAD£Ail FM translator facility C88 TO 

12~-~E~!HEdlLl as provided in this section. 

(£) {a) A reauest to provide ~-or FM translator 

services ~ay b~ initiated by a petition signed by at least 

51~ ~f the registered electors of the television district 

who ar& owners of units capable of receiving AM--o~ FM 

oro~jcasts 1~§-l~_lQ~HEwAHf&IL!• and presented to the board 

of countv co~Missioners which initially established the 

aistrict. The petition, its filing, and Its processing are 

y0verned by 7-13-2503• 7-L3-l504• and 7-13-2505o 

{ol Upon receiving a certified petition, the board of 

county commissioners is to give notice and hold a hearing as 

~rovided in 7-13-2506 and 7-13-2~07. After the hearinyr the 

boarJ of county com~issioners shall approve or deny the 
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petition oy resolution. If the decision is to approve the 

petition, the resolution shall authorize the board of 

trustees of th~ district to provide the requested services 

and shall describe the proposed systeeo including the type 

of construction, proposed locatlono and estl.ated costs. 

Section z. Section l-13-2510• MCAr is aaended ~o read: 

•7-13-2510. Powers or dis~rict. A television district 

organized under this parto acting throug~ Its board of 

trustees herein provided foro May: 

(1) perfor•'all the acts and take all the necessary or 

proper steps to assure that there will be a fairo efficiento 

and equitable distrloution of television services within the 

area '" order that all persons within such service area 

shall be supplied by eeans of an appropriate electrical or 

vlectronic systee for television prograe distribution, such 

authorized syste• to provide such flexibility as to pereit 

radical i•pravements in technical quality without rendering 

inoperative receivers therelno but discontinuance of service 

oy tne dostrict for ieproveeents or repairs for a teeporary 

period shall not be construed as renderlnq inoperative; 

(lt if necessary or ~roper in the furtherance of the 

obJects of this part, acquire, buildr construct. repair, 

own, •dintain, and operate any necessary stations 

transmittino si~u1taneous visu~l and aural signals intended 

to be received by the general ~ublico relay stations, pickup 

-2- san 
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stations. or any otner ne'essary electrical or electronic 

syste~; 

(3) •ake co~tracts to co•pensate any owner of land or 

other propert~ for the use of such property for the purposes 

of this part; 

(4) •ake contracts vith the United States, any state 

or •unicipalityo or any depart .. nt or agency of those 

entities for 'arrying out the general purposes for vhi'h the 

distrl't is f~-.d; 

CS) acquire, by giftw devise, bequesto leas•• or 

purct~s•• real and personal property, tangible or 

intangible, including lands• rights-of-vay. and .. s~s• 

necessary or convenient for its purposes; 

(o) to aake contra,ts of any ~avful nature (including 

labor contracts or those for e•ploy .. s• benefits} and -.ploy 

enginedrs. laboratory personnel, attorneys, other technical 

or professional assistantso and any other assistants or 

e•ploye9s necessary to carry out the provisions of this 

~art; 

(lt issue warrants, payable at the ti- stated 

therein, to evidence the obligation to repay .oney borroved 

or any other obligation incurred by the distriCt• warrants 

so issued to draw interest at a rate fixed by the boardo not 

to ~xceed 5~ per year. pa~able annually or seeiannually as 

the board •ay prescribe; 
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(B) contract indebtedness or borrow .oney for 

corporate purposes and issue revenue bonds therefor to be 

repaid fro• rates and charges• bearing interest at a rate 

not ~xceedinq bt per annu• payable se•iannuallyo the bonds 

not to be sold for less than par and a'crued interest; 

(~) prescribe tax rates for the providing of services 

throughout the arP.a in accordance with the provisions of 

this part; 

(10» prescribe s~h installation or ready-to-serve 

char~•~ to be used for any costs conne,ted with preparation. 

acquisition, or construction of the syste•; end 

(11» apply foro accept• and be the holder of any per•it 

or license Issued by or required under federal or state 

lawwi_d04 

i.Ul_gLWf.ide !~ E!! tropsJ atgr seryuu~t.Wu:iZ!Ui 

U.JlJ:Gltlllt•d-iiLLH~t..Ulll-l.la• 

Section 1. Section l-13~2521• MCA• is a•ended to read• 

•7-1J-25Z7. Li5t of television oe:6a g.:__EH recejyer 

owners. (1) A copy of the order creating the dlstri't shall 

be delivered to the county assessor of each county within 

the district. 1f a djst(jct j& ayt,bqriled_to prpvifi1C ~ 

E!Lt.UiUlat.RL-U.I.XU.U.I.-~PX of t.he resolltt..iml-4WJJ~l.clii.o.g 

t.be_u.J:v~~~~e-delivered t.o the couotx assessor of 

ea~b-~ouot.x_.itbio-lbe-~11:~1£ 

(2) The assessor shall• on or before August 1 of any 

-It- sa n 
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given yeart prepare and certify a list of all persons owning 

television sets within Sdeh tbe district and the county and 

deliver a copy of Sdeft tbe list to the board of trustees of 

se~~ ~be district. At-tb~.e tiwa• if aH:A~ EM ~raoslator 

a~L~~~--QL~~baLi~e~--tbe asses•Qt__sball prepare apd 

~LtifX-a-liat-_af__a1l_-PtLsoos pwpjpg uoits -'~able pf 

t~~£~in~ !~:OL f!_bLpad~ !81 fQ 101 MEGAHEBIZJ ~ 

t.tuuJH1LiC.LilWL.tb£-'~oJDd deli yar a GOA¥ of ttw 1 i st 

r..a_.tbe_dllt.t.ll~SIL.IL of t. rust. us. 
!Jl __ lf the cQU41y assessor ipc;yrs additional expenses 

Q£C.iliU~a1-tb£ __ Q.UllbUJUiOD.. of a I ist UQUiUd by this 

•ec.t.ion~--~b~~~_Jball par those additioo•J exgeoses.• 

Section ~. Section l-13-2528, HC&o is a-.nded to read: 

"7-13-2528. Financial ad•lnistratlon of district. (lt 

The board of trustees sballo fro• se+d .nt Jist so prepared 

by the county assessor il~LAQYjred by 1-13-Z52lo r .. ove the 

na~es of any persons vhO have claieed exemption under this 

p~rt and sh~ll prepare a budget for the expenses for the 

next year. 

(l) The budqeto together with the list of such persons 

rPsiuinq in the district and subject to the special tax 

after all exeMptions have been allowed as provided in this 

part, shall be presented by Septeeb~r 1 to the board of 

county commissioners. who shall levy the tax requested by 

s~id trustees. lD _ _Q(~Ling _ _the bud~__tb~_board of 
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tLUitB~a-1ball__aaintAin separate budgets for teleylsion 

aeLX~M1--4DU-_!OL .a::~ f8 translator seryjc;es apd-1b411 

aa~ift_t~-ta&-ta_bt_t.vied on owners of talaxlslgn se~s 

4D~--Qn-~MDCL1--0{--YQiti__~pabla of ~~ i!:a£ ~ 

~Qil~4S1S LAa-l~lQt MEG&HERTLla The board shall levy such 

t~x in accordance with the request herein eent!oned. The tax 

shdll be certified to the county clerk and recorder and 

enter~o on the assesseent books as against such persons and 

collected by the county treasurer as all other taxes are 

collected. 

(3t The county treasurer shall be the treasurer for 

said district and hold said taxeso as collected. in a 

~eparate fund to be disb~rsej by hie upon warrants drawn by 

the trustees. at least two ~f whoe shall sign any warrant 

for the disburseeent of such funds by the county treasurer.• 

Section ~. Section 7-13-Z5Z9, MCAo Is aeended to read: 

•7-13-2529. Exemption for nonbenefited taxpayers. (1) 

Th~ taxpayers in the television district who do not receive 

th~ si~ndl of the television translator station or who 

receive direct reception fro~ the television station from 

which the television translator repeats a signal or receive 

service through the eediue of a co .. unity antenna systee on 

which they are a subscriber in good standing will be exe•pt 

froe the oayment of the tdx for the support of the 

t~le~i~lgc_~~~~i~e~_of __ 1be television district. provided 

-6- SB 13 
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l they file an affidavit setting forth any of the 9rounds 

2 above eentioneo. The affidavit shall be filed Mith the board 

3 of·trustees. who Shall upon the receipt of such affidavit 

4 ~ave the naaes of such persons so exe.pted froe the ta• lAC 

s t.eultili~~:o_I.IILJC~ stricken fro• the 1 i st of ta•payers 

6 certified to the bo~d of county co .. lssioners. The •••~t~ 

1 persons shall not be liable for such tax. 

8 Ul.-6.- sjejlar euwpt;.!oo II available Mit.b respect. t.o 

9 &a=•~ ffLU:aWAUL- seryl,es. The prQ<:eduCL._aL.Qlfided to 

10 --- --- -

11 t~till Any person or persons vho shall .. ke a false or 

12 fraudulent 1:lale for exeeption as provided in this section 

13 shdll be guilty of a eisde .. anor.• 

1~ Section 6. Codifi~:ation. It i' intended that section 1 

i~ oe codified as an integral part of Title 1. chapter 13• part 

16 2~. and the provisions of Title 7• 1:hapter 13• part lS• 

11 apply to section t. 
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