
CHAPTER N 0. ~3 2"-"'lot<~-"i 
.• 

SENATE BILL NO. 32 

INTRODUCED BY MATHERS 

BY REQUEST OF THE INTERIM SUBCOMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 

January 3, 1979 

January 11, 1979 

January 13, 1979 

January 15, 1979 

January 16, 1979 

January 17, 1979 

January 18, 1979 

March 7, 1979 

March 8, 1979 

March 9, 1979 

March 10, 1979 

March 14, 1979 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Education. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass as amended. Report 
adopted. 

Printed and placed on members' 
desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to second house. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Education and 
Cultural Resources. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Second reading, pass con
sideration. 

Motion pass consideration. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in 
as amended. 



March 15, 1979 

r<iarCh 171 1979 

March 19, 1979 

March 20, 1979 

IN THE SENATE 
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Returned from second house. 
Concurred in as amended. 

Second reading, pass con
sideration. 

Second reading, amendments 
adopted. 

Third reading, amendments 
adopted. Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 



t 

46th Legislature LC 0075/01 

1 

2 

3 

... 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

lit 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2lt 

25 

SENATE BIll NO. _3_2 __ 

INTRODUCED BY --~MA~THE~RS~---------------------------------
BY REOUEST OF THE INTERIH SUBCOKMITTEE ON EDUCATION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT FDA THE IM:NEilAL 

REVISION OF THE LAWS RElATING TO THE GOVERNANCE OF COMMU.ITY 

COLLEGE DISTRICTS SO THAT CHAPTER 15 Of TITLE ZOo NCAo WILL 

BE THE PRI"ARY LAW GOVERNING COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICTS; 

CLARIFYING THE DEFINITION OF THE WORD DISTRICT AS IT APPLIES 

TO COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICTS; AND AJII£1oi>IIIG SECTIONS 

2G-3-205, 2G-9-l0h 20-9-112, 2G-9-l3•h 2D-9-161, 2o-9-163• 

2G-9-165o 20-9-201o 20-9-20/to 2G-9-212o 

Zo-15-104 1 2D-15-106o 2D-15-210o 2D-15-221o 

2G-15-225• AND 2G-15-302o MCAe• 

ZD-15-103~ 

ZG-15-223• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF "OHTAHA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Purpose. It is the purpose of 

this chapter to establish the governance of ca.aunlty 

college districts in Kontana. The legislature intends that 

the board of regents and the local boards of trustees of 

co-unity college districts coordinate their 

respon&lbilities to Insure an orderly develop-nt of 

educational services to the citizens 

accordance vith this chapter. 

HEW SfCTIQN. Section 2. Precedence 
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college chapter. Unless specifically Identified in any other 

sections of the school laws prescribed in this title, 

caa.unity college districts are governed by the provisions 

of this chapter. Should there be a 

requirements of this title and 

chapter regulating co-.anity 

conflict between other 

the provisions of this 

college districts, the 

provisions of this chapter shall govern. 

MEN SfCTIDM. Section 3• Candidate qualification and 

no•lnatlon. (1) Any person vho Is qualified to vote in a 

c~nlty college district under the provisions of zo-Zo-301 

Is ellqible for the office of COB8Unlty college tc~tee. 

(2) Any five electors of a ca..unlty college district 

qualified under the provisions of 2G-20-301 aay no•inate as 

•any trustee candidates as there are trustee positions 

subject to election at the ensuing election. The naae of 

each person na.lnated for candidacy •ust be subaitted to the 

election clerk designat~d by the board of trustees no las& 

than 20 days before the regular school election day at which 

he is to be a candidate. If there are different teras to be 

filJedo the ter• for which each candidate Is noainated must 

also be indicated. 

NEM S£CTIQH& ~ection ~. Trustee election ballot after 

org~nization of coemunity college district. (1) The trustee 

el~ction ballot .ust be substantially in the following form= 

Official ~allot 

-2-
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Co•.unity tollese Trustee ~lection 

Instructions to Voters 

Lt IJOTS/01 

Make an •x• or simil·u· Rldrk in the vac.ant square b,,fore 

the name of the can~idate for wh~ you wish to vote. 

t.e,-•• 

t.@r•• 

ter•• 

Vote for (indicate nu•ber to be electedt for a 3-year 

•••••••••••••••• lis~ the naees of thP. candidates 

tor the 3-year ter• with a vacant 

square in front of each na.e. 

Vote for {Indicate nuaber to be elected) for a 2-year 

•••••••••••••••• list the na.es of the candidates 

for the 2-year ter• with a.vacant 

square in front of each na.e. 

Vote for {indicate nu8ber to be elected) for a 1-year 

•••••••••••••••• List ~h~ names of the canJidates 

for the 1-year ter• with a vacant 

square In front of each na.e. 

(2) In preparing the ballots, only those portions of 

the prescribed ballot that are applicable to the election to 

be conducted need be used. 

~ SECTION. Section ~. Qualification and oath after 

or~anization of co•~nity colle9" district. (l) No person 

who receives a certificate of election as a co•aunity 
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colleqe trustee •ay ,ass.•- the trustee position unti 1 "'" has 

v•Jallfied by taking an oath of office prescribed by the 

constitution of Montana at the next regularly scheduled 

•eeting of the board of trustees after receipt of the 

certificate of election. 

(2) If the elected p<>rson does not qualify in 

accordance with this require-nt, another person .. st be 

appointed in a aanner p~ovided by 2Q-15-2Z3 and shall serve 

until the nex~ regular election. 

(3) Afte,. a peoson has qual lfied for a trustee 

position, he shall hold such position for the tera of the 

position and until his successor has been eJected o~ 

appointed and has been qualified. 

Nfij SECJIQM. Section 6. Trustee reaowal procedure. 

(1) Any person .ay seek the reaowal of a co-.unity college 

trustee by filing a coaplalnt with the board of county 

ca.aissioners, containing charges based on one o,. ~re of 

the grounds cited In [section 7]. 

(2) Jf upon receiving such a co•plaint it appears that 

there is probable cause for reeoval, the board of county 

co .. issioners shall suspend such trustee froa his trustee 

position until charges can be heard in the app~opriate 

district court. The board of county caa.issioners shall then 

trans•it th~ complaint, together with a stateaent of 

suspension, to the district court. 
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NEW SECTION. Section 1. Grounds for re.oval. (1) A 

ca.aunity college trustee ady be removed whenever he: 

(a) 1110ves his residence froa the applicable co-.onlty 

college district; 

(b) is no lcnger a r·egistered elector of the c~~a~nity 

college district under the provisions of 2n-2G-~ll 

(c) is absent fro• the district 60 consecutive days; 

(d) fails to attend three consecutive aeetlngs of the 

trustees vithOut reasonable cause; 

(e) fails to perfora responsibilities in accordance 

with [section 9]; or 

(f) ceases to have the capacity to hold office. 

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Organization and officers 

after organization of ca..unity college district. (1) The 

trustees of each co.-unity college district shall annually 

organize as a governing board of the coa.unity collage 

district at the ne~t regularly scheduled .eeting after the 

regular election day and after the Issuance of the election 

certificate to the newly elected trustees. 

12) In order to organizew the trustees of the 

co.-unity college district shall be given notice by the 

coordinator of the ti.e and place where the organization 

meeting will be heldw and at such aeeting they shall choose 

one of their meabers as chairman and as secretary. in 

addition 9 the trustees aay employ or appoint a competent 
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person who is not a .. -.er of the trust-s as the clerk of 

the coaaunity college district. 

(3} The chalraan and secretary of the trustees of the 

CQaaUnity college district shall serve until the ne~t 

organization aeeting. The chairaan shall preside at all 

aeetings of the trust&ds In accordance ~ith the custoaary 

rules of order. He shall perfora th9 duties prescribed by 

this title and any other duties that norsally pertain to 

such office. 

NfM SECTION. Section 9. Personal liability of 

trustees. (lJ The trustees of each c~nlty college 

district are responsible for the proper aa•inlstratlon and 

utilization of all aoney of the district. Failure or 

refusal to do so constitutes grounds for reDOVal frOG 

office. 

(2) Trustees consenting to illegal use of aoney are 

jointly and individually liable to the district for any 

losses sustained by the district. The county attorney shall 
t 

prosecute any proceedings arising pursuant to this sectionw 

or a party seeking such action may retain private counsel. 

The party coa•encing th~ action is liable for the costs if 

the action f2ils. 

NEW SECTION. Section 10. Trustees• power over 

property. (1} The trust~es of a coaaunity colle~ district 

shall holo in trust all real and personal property of the 

-6-
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district for the benefit Jf the college and !itudents& 

NEM SEC!lafta Section 11. Intrastate, interstate, and 

international ~gr~e•ents. The tru,.te~s of a co-unity 

college district ecy ent~r into •gr~e .. nts with the ~estern 

Interstate co .. lssion for Higher Eoucationw or ,.;.i Jar 

intrastate, interst~te, or international agree.ents, for the 

benefit of the distr let and stu.Jents. 

NEW SECTION. ~ection 12. When co.-unity colle')e 

district subject to other school district provisions. (1J 

When the ter• •school district• appears in the follow!~ 

sections outside of Title 2uo the ter• 

college dlstrlctso and the provisions 

applicable to school districts apply to 

Includes co .. unity 

of those sections 

ca..unlty ~ollege 

districts: 2-9-101w 2-9-111, 2-9-316w 2-16-11~. 2-16-602, 

2-16-61~, 2-18-703o 7-3-110lo 7-6-260~, 7-6-Z80lo 7-7-12), 

7-8-221~, 7-&-2215o 7-8-22lbo 7-ll-103o 7-12~106, 7-13-110o 

7-13-210, 7-15-'t2u6o 10-1-703, 15-1-101, 

15-16-101o 15-16-bOlo 15-18-108, 15-2+-SOZw 

15-30-221o 15-55-106o 15-70-301, 15-70-322w 

17-5-202t 17-6-103, l7-6-20'tw 17-6-Z13o 17-7-201o 

1!>-6-204o 

15-Z+--SOSo 

11-S-lOlo 

18-1-lOZo 

18-1-105, 1H-l-l12o 18-1-201o 18-Z-101w l8-2-1~3o 18-2-113w 

18-2-114o 1S-l-l15o 18-l-+U4w 18-Z-408o 18-5-205, l9-1-102o 

19-l-60Zw 19-l-81lw 2Z-l-309w 25-1-402, 27-18- .. 06, 

33-zo-110.., 39-3-lo"• 39-4-101, 39-31-103, 39-31-304, 

39-71-116 9 39-71-117• ~9-71-2106, 39-71-2206, 't0-6-237o 
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40-I:I-1Z'to 't0-8-125w 't0-lii-128w 41-5-912o 49-3-101, ~9-~--102, 

~~-ZD-30~, 77-3-32lw 82-lD-201, 82-lD-202, 82-1D-203w 

85-7-2158, and 90-6-208w ~CAw and Rules 40(2)(9) and 15(c)w 

M.R.Civ.P., as a.ended. 

(2) When th~ tera •school district• appears in a 

section outo.ide of Title ZO bt:t the section is not 1 isted in 

subsection (~)• the school di~trict provision does not apply 

to a ca..unit• colleg' distri~t. 

N£W SECJ116a Section 1?. Additional provisions apply. 

Unless the context c 1 early i fl'licates other vi seo the trustees 

of a ca..unlty college district shall: 

(1) adhere to the tedchers• retire.ent 

Title 19o chapter 4• as a=endedi 

provisions of 

(2) adhere to the provisions of 2Q-1-201o 20-l-ZOS, 

2D-l-Z11e and 20-1-212, a~ am~nded; 

(3) adhe..-e to the school property provisions of 

2D-&-6C''h ZD-6-62lw 20-6-622, 20-6-62~. 20-6-631, and 

2D-&-633 through 2D-6-636w as amended; 

(4) adhere to the adult education provisions of 

2D-7-701 throu~h ZD-7-712r as a~ended; 

(5) adhere to th~~ adllinistration of finances 

provisions of Z0-9-115, 20-9-134, subsections (2Jo (3)w (4)• 

and (S) of 2D-9-161t 20-9-163, ZD-9-165w 20-9-207 through 

20-9-210• l0-9-l15w and 2u-9-221 through 20-9-224, as 

.:u•end ... d; 
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(6) adhere to the school bond provisions of 2D-9-~01 

through 2Q-9-~12o 20-9-421 through Z0-9-~~6, 20-9-~51 

throu·~h 20-9-456, and Z0-9-461 through zo-9-~650 as a.,.-,nded; 

(7) adhere to the special purpose funds provisions of 

20-9-501 through 20-9-503o 20-9-507, ZG-9-508o and 20-9-511o 

as a•ended; 

(B) adhere to the educational cooper~ive agree11ents 

provisions of 20-9-701 through 20-9-70~, as a•ended; 

(9) adhere to the school elections provisions of Title 

ZOo chapter ZOo as amended; 

(10) adhere to the students• rights provisions of 

2Q-25-511 through Z0-25-516o as a.ended; and 

(11) adhere to the health provisions of 50-1-206. 

Section 1~. Section 20-3-205o MCAo Is a.anded to read: 

•zo-3-205. Powers and duties. The county 

superintendent has general supervision of the schools of the 

county within the li•itations prescribed by this title and 

sha11 perfor11 the following duties or acts: 

11) deter•ineo establish, and reestablish trustee 

na~~inating districts and fill additional trustee position 

vacancies in accordance Mith the provisions of 2D-3-352o 

zo-3-353, and 20-3-354; 

(2) administer and file the oaths of ae•bers of the 

boards of trustees of the districts in his county in 

accordance with the provisions of 20-3-307; 

-9-
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(3) fill by appoint.ent any trustee position vacancies 

when required un~r the provisions of 20-3-309; 

(4) re~ister the teacher certificate or e.,ergeocy 

authorizati~ of ~aployik•nt of any person e•ployed in the 

county as a teachero principal, or district superintendent 

in ~ccordance with the provisions of 20-~-202; 

(5) act on each tuition application subllitted to hi• 

in accordance with the provislo~ of 20-5-3D1o Zo-5-302o 

zo-5-304o and 20-5-311 and trans•lt the tuition infor•~ion 

required by zo-S-312; 

(6) file a copy of the audit report for a district in 

accGrdance with the provisions of ZD-9-203; 

IT) classify distrl cts in 

provisions of Z0-6-201 and Z0-6-301; 

(8) keep a transcript and 

accordance with the 

reconcll e the district 

boundaries of tne cGunty in accordance with the provisions 

of 20-6-103; 

(9) fulfill all responsibilities assigned to him under 
0 

the provisions of this title regulating the organization, 

alteration, or abandonment of districts; 

(10) act on any unification proposition 

approved, establish additional trustee no•inating 

in ~ccordance with 20-b-312 and 20-6-313; 

and, if 

districts 

Cll) rstimate the av~rage number belonging (ANB) of an 

opening school in accordance with the provisions of 

-10-
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20-6-502, 20-o-S03o 2u-6-504o or 20-6-506; 

(12) process ando when required, act on school 

isolation applications in accordance with the provisions 

2D-9-302; 

of 

113) co•plate ttw budgets, co•put<> the budgete.J 

revenues and tax levies, give notices of the ~udqet 

meetinyso file final and eD&rgency ~udgetso and fulfill such 

other responsibilities assigned to him under the provisions 

of this title regulating school bud$eting syste~s; 

(14} sub•it an annual financial report to the 

superintendent of public instruction in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-9-211; 

(15) quarterly, unless otherwise provided by l~w• order 

the county treasurer to a?portion st~te aeney~ aQOCX• county 

school -,., IIADBll• and any otoo• school ~ IWJIIlX 

subject to apportion~nt In accor~nce with the provisions 

of 20-9-212o 20-9-33/to 20-9-3to7, 2D-9-35lo 20-l0-lit5 0 or 

2D-10-146; 

( 16) act on 

belonging (ANB) 

20-9-313(3); 

any request tu trdnsfer average nu~er 

in accoroance with the provisions of 

(17) calculate the esti•atud budgeted ge~ral fund 

sources of revenue in accordance with the provisions of 

20-9-348 and the other yen~ral fund revenue provisions of 

the yeneral fund part of tlois titl~; 

-11-
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(18) co~pute the ~e~enues and the district and ~ounty 

•avy requireaents for each fund included en ln each 

district•s final lwdqet an1 report such co•putations to the 

the board of county co .. issioners in accordance with 

provisions of the general fund, transportation, bonds, and 

other school funds parts ;,f t",is title> 

(19) file 

transportati~o 

an<.: forward bus driver certifications, 

contracts• and state transportation 

rei-.urse..,nt claiiiiS in a·.cordance with the provisions of 

2D-l0-103o 2o-J0-1't3o or 20-lD-l~5i 

(20) for districts which do not e~loy a district 

superintendent or principal, recoe..,nd library book and 

textbook selections in accordance with the provisions of 

20-T-20~ or 20-T-602; 

(21) notify the superintendent of public instruction of 

a textbook dealer's activities when required under the 

provisions of 2D-7-605 and otherwise co•ply with the 

textbook dealer provisions of this title; 

(22) act on district requests to allocate federal 

eeney~ ~~ for indigent children for school food services 

In accordance with the pr~visions of 26-lQ-205> 

(23) perfor• any other duty prescribed fro• ti.., to 

ti.e by this title. any other act of the legislature, the 

policies or the board of public education, tbe poljcies of 

~Wbu.~L~U-.UL:rtin!O to c0 MUnit:t ~~ 
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djstrjctso or the rules of the ~uperintendent of public 

instruction; 

(24) administer the oath of cffice to trustees without 

the receipt of pay for adall i ni steri ng the oath; 

(25) keep a record of his official acts. preserve all 

reports subaitted to him under the provisions of this title, 

preserve all books and instructional equip.ant or supplles 9 

keep all docu.ants applicable to the ad•inistration of the 

office, and surrender such records, books, supplies, and 

equipeent to his successor; 

(26) within 90 days 

fiscal year, publish an 

Jfter 

<onnual 

the close 

report in 

of the schoo 1 

the county 

nevspaper stating the followin~ financial infor.ation for 

the school fiscal year just ended for each district of the 

county: 

(u) the total of the cash balances of all funds 

maintained by the district at the beginning of the year; 

(b) the total receipts that were realized In each fund 

maintained by the district; 

(c) the total expenditures that were aade froe each 

fund eaintained by the district; and 

(d) the total of the cash balances of all funds 

maintained by the district at the end of the school fiscal 

year; and 

(21) hold eeetings for the eeebers of the trustees free 
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tiee to ti.a at which eatters for the good of the districts 

shall be discussed.• 

Section 15. Section Z0-9-101• HCAo is aaended to read: 

•2o-~-101. Application of budget systee for districts. 

The school budgeting procedure and provisions o~ this title 

apply to eleaentaryy And high school djstrjctsy and• 

wheqeyec s~cifi&d• tg coeeunlty college districts and to 

all ~unds requiring the adoption of a budget. £ach district 

shall separately propose and adopt a budget in accordance 

with the requireeents o~ this title.• 

Section 16. Section zo-9-112e KCA• is aeended to read: 

•2o-9-112. Notice of prellelnary bud9et ~~~eeting. 

ouring the eonth of Mayo the county superintendent shall 

publish a notice at least one tiee in the o~ficial newspaper 

of the county.a stating that the truatees of each district In 

the county dod the trustees pf the comaypit.y cpllege 

~j~t.rjct will eeet sepacatelr in regular session on the 

fourth Mond~y in June to prepare and adopt a prelieinary 

' budget for the next ensuing school fiscal year and that any 

taxpayer in the district may attend such aeeting and be 

heard on such preliainary budget.• 

Section 17. Section 20-9-134• MCAo Is aeended to read: 

•zo-9-134· Co•pleti>no filinqo and delivery af final 

budqets. After the final budget of the eleeentary. hjgh 

scbQgJ. or coe••njt.y 'ol lege district has been adopted by 

-l4t-
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the trustees, the county superintendent shall co.p1ete ~11 

the re•ainlng portions of the budget for•s and shall: 

{1) S'!Dd thoo final !Midget lnfonwtion to the 

superintendent of ~ubi lc Instructions an the for•s provided 

by the super lntendento on or before Septellb .. r 1; 11M 

121 jn the case gf the cgwgynit¥ cgllege djstrjctso 

send ttw fjoal tlyc!Q~gcMUQO t.o t,he bpard of regenu. 

po the fqre5 prgyjded bw the 'Aawunit~~ &QQCdjnator. 

oo or bef!M'e !i.ept;tel>er Ie aQd 

~Lll dellwer a copy of the final budget for the 

district to tne county treasurer on or before Septe~er t.• 

Section 18. Section 20-9-16lo MCAo Is a.ended to read: 

•ZD-9-161. Definition of e.ergency for budgeting 

purposes. As used In this titleo unless the context clearly 

Indicates otherwise, the ter• •e .. rgftncy• for the purpose of 

school budgeting shall be: 

(1) an Increase in the enroll~nt of e an eleeeQtdrw 

or bj~b schggl district over the IB8edlately preceding 

school fiscal ya.r which Is beyond what could reasonably 

have been anticipate.:! at the tl- of the adoption of the 

budget for the then-current school fiscal year Oftd~~ 

wbftD•xer, because of such enroll~nt lncreasco the 

distr ict•s budqet for any or all of the regularly budqeted 

funds does not provide sufficient financinJ to properly 

•aintain and support tne district for the entirG current 
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school fiscal year; 

(2t the destruction or i•pair.ent of any school 

prop~rty necessary to the •aint~nance of the school, by 

fire, floodo star•• riot. insurrectiono or any act of God£ 

to such an extent as to render such school property unfit 

for its pre>ent sclool us~; 

(3t a judq~nt for damages against the district 

rendered by d court a~ter th<" a<loption of the budget for the 

current. year; 

C~t an enact.ant of legislation after the adoption of 

the budget for the current ye~r that imposes an additional 

financial obligation on the district; or 

(St any other reason of si•ilar consequences that has 

been approved by the superintendent of public instruction 

upon petition by the trustees of the district ~the 

bgacd Of CeQeQtS Ui)QD p.et.jt,joq bJ the t,rusteeS Qf a 

~nit¥ college district,.• 

Section 19, Section 20-9-163o MCAo is a .. nded to read: 

•zo-9-163. Resolution for emergency budget-- petition 

~ ~ superintendent of public instruction D[ tg *be bga(d 

gf re,J!lpts. (lt When.,ver the trustees of any district !th&++ 

~ ~ tnat an e~ergency existso they .ay adopt a 

resolution ~roclal~ing such eaergency by a unani.aus vote of 

all •·~bers present at any meeting for which each trustee 

n3s been given r••asonable notice of the ti- and place of 
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holding such ~eetinq. The emergency resolution shall also 

stat~ the facts constituting the eaergency, the estimated 

amount of money required to meet the eaergency, the funds 

affected by the eetrgency, and the ti•e and place when the 

board will ~t for the purpose of considering and adopting 

an e.ergency budget for such funds for the current school 

fiscal year. 

(2) If the trustees s~-e.e. ~ that an 

emergency exists for any reason other than the conditions 

specified in subsections (1), (2), (31• or (.,) of 2D-9-161, 

they shall petition the superintendent of public Instruction 

or. in the case of a coemunjiy collage district• the bpard 

Ql__£~ for permission to adopt a resolution of 

e-rgency. Such petition shall set forth In ~o~ritin'J the 

reasons for the request• the district funds affected by the 

e•ergency, the estiaated a.aunt of eoney required to meet 

such e•ergency for each affected fund, the antici~ated 

sources of financing for the e.ergency expenditures, and 

such other infor.ation as aay be required by the 

superintendent of public instruction AL- the board of 

re~ents. The petition shall be signed by each trustee. 

(3) The superintendent of public instruction gr. jQ 

:t.Wl._case pf ~lll.Dilx cplhge district. the bo,ud pf 

regents shall pro•ptly approve or disapprove tbe petition 

requesting approval to adopt a resolution of eaergency. If 
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the petition is approvea, the trustees aay then adopt a 

r .. solutlon of e.argPncy and •ay subsequently take all other 

steps required for th~ acovtion of an e•ergency budget. 

Approval of ~~ ~ petiti~n by the superintendent of public 

instruction or the bpard qf regents snall aerely authorize 

the board of trustees to initiate eaergency budget 

proceedings by resolution znd shall not relieve the trustees 

of the necessity of co•plying ~lth the requlre.ants o~ the 

school e.ergency budgeting laws. Approval of the petition 

shall not be construed as approval of any subsequent 

application for Increased state aid on account of such 

eBer~ncy.• 

Section zo. s~ction ZD-9-1&5• MCA, is a.anded to read: 

•Zo-9-165. Eaer~ency budget li•ltationw preparation• 

and adoption procedures. Cl) The e&etlng of the trustees ~ 

consider and adopt an emer9ency budget shall be open to the 

public, an<l any taxpay"r in the district shall have the 

right to appear and be heard. If at such a ~eting e 

aajorlty of the trust~es present shall ~ind that a~ 

e.ergency existso the trustees nay make and ddopt • 
preli•inary e•ergency bud~et£ on the regular budget for•• 

setting forth fully the facts constituting the e~rgency. In 

~dopting the preli•inary emergency oudget, the truste~s .ay 

budget for any tuna which ~as included on the final budget 

of the district for the current school fiscal year. The 
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bud~et shall be itemized to show th~ a.ount dppropridted for 

each it- as required on the budget fora. 

(2) wh.--n the etnerg.•ncy i" due to any increasP of 

enroll ... nt, thr. •-i•u. -.,unt of the -rg.,ncy l>udqet tor 

all funds shall be det.erained in the following .. nner: 

(a) O<eteraine the total aaount in ':he fill<>l bud-;et for 

the current school fiscal year of all funds affected l>y the 

e~~argency, 1 ess any aaounts appropriated as cap I tal out 1 ay 

and any a.ount appropriated for add It ion to the ca5h 

reserve. 

(b) Divide the aaount deteralned in subsection (Z)(a) 

by the nuaber of pupils originally enrolled In such district 

during the im.adlately preceding school fiscal pear. The 

resultirt9 cost per pupil shall constitute the lldxi

per•issible per-pupil expenditure in the e.argency DUdget. 

(c) Deter•lne the enrol18Bnt increase of the current 

school fiscal year by subtr~tinq the nuaber of pupils 

originally enrolled during the l•..,dlately preceding school 

fiscal year fr08 the nullber of pupils enrolled for the 

current school year. The result shall be the enroll.ent 

increase for the current school fiscal year. 

{d) Multiply the cost per pupil deter•ined in 

subsection (2){b) by the enrollaent increase deteralne1 in 

subsection (Z)(c). T~ result shall be the •axi•um 

liaitation oo an e•~~qency oudget for eaergencies due to an 
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increase of enrollaent. 

tal In tba 'asc of a caa-yoi\¥ '~l)AQ& district. b¥ 

bydggt aaeQdeeot_in_accordao,e •it~ ~p=l) lQl• 

( 3» ln the even-c. of any other type of e.ar9fi!RC)'o the 

budget shall be 1 iaited by those expetldi tures dee.ed by the 

trustees to be reasonable and necessary 

stated cond;tions ?f the a~rgency and 

eaergeocy bud]et shall be acc~apanied with 

the proposed ••penditures. 

(~J Whenever the tr ustees adopt 

to finance the 

the preliainary 

the details of 

a prel iainary 

-ergency budget for th·· transportation fund, the trustees 

shall attach to such budget a copy of each transportation 

contract ..tllch Is connected with the -rgency and which has 

been prepared and executed in accordance with the school 

transportation contract ldws. 

(5) After the trustees have adopted the eeergency 

bu&~et by a aajority vote of the trustees, it shall be 

signed by the chairman of the trustees and the clerk of the 

district and copies shall be sent to the county 

superintendent, the county treasurer, and the superintendent 

of public Instruction. lu_~case pf a CQaRUOit¥ college 

ll.UUict• copies of~tu:~~em:,- budget IJ)al 1 ,be sent to 

the CQUDt)' syperjoten~s_~be_ 'QYQ\¥ treasurer. and the 

bpard gf rvgentu• 

Section Zl· Section zu-9-201, HCAt is aaended to read: 
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•zo-9-201. Oefinitions and application. (1) As used in 

this title, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. 

•fund• means a separate detailP.d account of receipts and 

expenditures for a specific purpose as authorized by law. 

funds are classified as follows: 

(a) A •budgeted fund• .eans any fund for which a 

budget .ust be adopted in order to expend any .oneys 8RD&¥ 

fro• such fund. The general fund, transportation fund, bus 

depreciation reserve fund• ele•ntary tuition fund, 

retire•ent fund, debt service fund, leased facilities fund, 

building reserve fund• adult education fund, nonoperating 

fund 9 postsecondary vocational-technical center fund, and 

any other funds so desigOdted by the legislature shall be 

budgeted funds. 

(bJ A •nonbudgeted funda means any fund for which a 

budget is not required in order to expend any 8&fteT' ~ 

on deposit in such fund. The school food services fund, 

•iscellaneous federal progra•s fund, building fund, housing 

and dormitory fund, traffic education fund, interlocal 

cooperative fund, and any uther funds so designated by the 

legislature shall be nonbudgeted funds. 

(2) The school financial ad•inistration provisions of 

this title apply to all ~y9 ~of any ele.ent~ry or 

high school district or--eft.,--eo-ani~y-ee'Hage lii9~t-kb 

except the extracurricular 80fteTS 8QD8J realized fro. pupil 
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activities. The superintendent of public instruction has 

general supervisory authority over the school financial 

aaainistration provisions. as they relate to ele.antary and 

high school districts• as prescribed by la~ and snall 

establish such rules as are necessary to secure compliance 

Mith the la~.· 

s~ction 22. Section 20-9-204• ftCA• Is a.ended to read: 

•zo-9-l.04. Pecuniary interests, 1ett1Ag contracts. and 

calling for bids. (1) It is unlawful for any trustee to: 

(a) have any pecuniary interest, either directly or 

Indirectly, In any contract for the erection of any schOol 

building or for waraing, ventilating, furnishing. or 

repairing the saee; 

{b) be in any .anner connected with the furnishing of 

supplies for the .aintenance and operation of the schools; 

or 

(c) be e•vloyed in any capacity by the school district 

of which he is trustee. . 
(2) Whenever the esti.ated cost of any building, 

furnishi~o repairins• or other work for the benefit of the 

district or purchasing of supplies for the district e•ceeds 

the su• of S4,000o the work done or the purchase aade shall 

be by contrdCto Each such contract .ust be let to the lowest 

r"sponsib1e bidder after advertiseaent tor bids. Such 

advertise.ent shall be published in the newspaper ~hlch will 

-22-
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give notice to the la~g~st nu~e~ of peopl@ of the dist~ict 

as dete~ained by the t~ustees. Such adve~tise.ent shall be 

aade once f!dCh week fo~ 2 consecutive ooeekss and the ,.econd 

publication shall be aade not less thdn 5 days or ~~ethan 

12 days befo~e consideration of bids. A contract not let 

pu~suant to this section shall be void. 

(3) Wheneve~ bidding is required• the t~ustees shall 

awa~d the contract to the lo.est responsible bidder, except 

that the trustees -y reject any or all bids. 

t_.t MU:tl repr• -h-eeftt:reet:iftfj"'"'i'tw •et II er •• .,, 1--. 

t:fte-beerd ef tot astees-e+-e-ee-Rity--__.~ dt:ltriet -

sejeet n i!8 l~· 

Section 2'3. Section ZD-9-ZlZo ..CA9 is •-nded to read: 

•zo-9-Z1Z. Duties of county treasure~. The county 

treasu~~ of each county shall: 

11) ~ecalva and hold all school -.yt~ 8QDQ subject 

to apportionaant and keep a separat<' accounting of t:tte+to .l.t..:i 

appo~tio~nt to the several dist~icts -nlcn are entitled ~ 

a portion of such __,., .aD&l according to the 

apport I otWents o~dered by the county superIntendent. A 

separate accounting shall be •aintained fo~ each county fund 

supported by a countywide levy for a specifico authorized 

purpose, Including: 

(a) the basic county t•x in support of the ele~ntary 

foundation p~ograas; 
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t b) the basic speti al tax for high schools in support 

of the high school foundation p~og~a•s; 

(c) the cou~y tax in sup~rt of the county•s high 

schOol t~ansportation obligation; 

(d) the county tax in support of the high school 

otll i gations to the ~eti~e-·-rt syste- of the state of 

Montana; 

(et any addith,nal ccunty tax ~equired by l;,w to 

p~ovide for lefici encv financing of the ele~~entary 

foundation progra•s; 

(f) any additional county tax required by ldw to 

p~ovide for deficiency financing of the high school 

foundation progra.s; 

(g) the county tax for a postsecondary 

vocationa,-technical center when levied by the board of 

county ca..issioners; and 

(h) any other county tax for schools. including the 

coe-•nitJ cplleges. which aay be authorized by law and 

levied by the county co-issioners; 

( 2) whenever ~equested9 notify the county 

supP.rintendent and the supe~intendent of public instruction 

of the a.ount of county school 8ltfteTS ~ on deposit in 

each of the funds enu•erated in subsection (1' of this 

section and the aeount of any othe~ school ~ ~ 

subject to apportionment and apportion such county dOj othe~ 
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school ~~to the districts in accordance with the 

apportioneent ordered by the county superintendentJ 

(3~ keep a separate accounting cf the expenditures for 

each budgete<l fund included - in the final budget of each 

district; 

(Itt keep a separate accounting of the receipts, 

expenaitures, and cash balances for each budg.ted fund 

included en 1D the final budget of each district and for 

each nonbudgeted fund established by each district; 

(5) except as ot~rwise lialted by lavo pay all 

warrants properly drawn on the county or district school 

~ ~ and properly endorsed by their holders; 

(6) receive all revenue collected by and for each 

district and deposit these receipts in the fund designated 

by lav or by the district if no fund is designated by law. 

Interest and penalties on delinquent scnool taxes shall be 

credited to the saae fund and Jistrict for Nhlch the 

original taxes were levied. 

(7) send all revenues received for a joint district, 

part of which is situated in nis county, to the county 

treasurer designated as the custodian of such revenues, no 

later than Oeceaber 15 of each year and every 3 aonths 

thereafter until the end of the school fiscal year; 

(8) register district warrants drawn on a budqeted 

fund in accordance with 7-6-260't when there are insufficient 
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~ IIQQilJ. available in the sua of ..,_.,., agou in all 

funds of the district to aake pay•ent of such warrant. 

Redeaptlon of registered warrants shall be aade In 

accordance with 7-6-~lloo 7-6-2605• and 7-6-2606. 

(9) Invest the ~ys 8aaa¥ of any district as 

directed by the trustees of the district; and 

(10) give to the trustees of each district, at least 

quarterly• an fte•lzed report for each fund aaintalned by 

the district£ showing the paid warrants• outstanding 

~arrantso registered warrants1 ~ ~~and types of 

·revenue received, and the cash balance.• 

Section 2~. Section Z0-15-103 9 "CA 1 is a~nded to 

read: 

•2o-15-103. Supervision an4 cggtdination by boerd of 

regents. Coaaunlty college districts shall be under the 

supervision aD4 cqgrdination of the regents. The regents 

s~all: 

(1) supervise coaaunity college 

accordance with the provisions of 

2D-15-l05; 

this 

districts in 

section and 

t2J dppoint a cooraindtor of coa•unity colleq~ 

districts and ~~~-+~,+~rve--epprep•~~~-~--ehe 

~ee~n---e+--~~-e+~~e prescrjbe the duties of the 

cggrdjoatpr; 

(3) foraulate and put into effect e~ general 

-26-
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policies 

eeea.ft~+ft1 for the iUQ@ryislgo and Cpgrd!patipo Qf Cp9puDi\¥ 

cglle?e di$trjct$; 

t~ •~~~l~h--..~-~~--re~•ire•e"t~--~ 

• .,,_raYe e•rr ie•1ar effariroq:l fer at t •-•n••• -n aees't 

~t diree~__,._~~--·H·t~<!.--d~et te seek 

e--.t+~en-f'~rae•LJ•tired eeet e~~t<J-tt~~~ 

(41 after coosultatjao with ~ cgee•nlt¥ cgllege 

trustees. develop and i8QleMnt pol!c!M that dlstingyhb 

tb&-r•gents• aythorl~y to iu~ecwtse •nrt cggrdjpate -And--tbe 

t;ryst.eei• at.fthpr itr 1:0 udaj nj ster and contrgl cguyn j t)' 

col lggesJ apd 

f6tLil call an eJection, deteralne the results o.f the 

election• ancl orc~er and i~~ple.ant the organization of a 

coeaunity college district in accordance with this chapter,• 

Section 25. Section 20-15-104• ltCA• is -nded to 

l'ea:U 

•2o-15-104· Pecunial'y Interest and Jetting contl'acts. 

(1) It shall be unla~ul for any co .. unlty college district 

ti'USt- to 

Indirectly• 

building in 

have aoy pecuniary interest 9 either directly Ol' 

in the erection of any ca.munity college 

his district 01' +or iD ful'nlshlng or repairing 

the sa~ or be in any ~anner connected with the furnishing 

of supplies for the aaintenance of the college or to rec~ive 

or te acce~t any coapensatlon or reward for services 
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rendered as trusye. e:.<:e>>t as herein provided. 

{2J Ne 1.bil; board of trustees shall let 

cgnt.racts 

llt888t for building, furnishing, repairing• or other work 

or 5uppJies for the be~fit of the district• wit~•t forst 

~~ according to the f?llQMing ryles and procedyrgs: 

I a J lh• board pf trustees need opt; weet re.., j r eeents 

relating to adyerti•ing_-.OL.biddjog if a proposed cootrac.t 

fo!: bulldi~· furnish~ ·apaldog a!: other work or 

supplies is to.: leu t;ba1 lhllWI.a 

lbl Whenever the prgpQied cgot.:abt-cpsts are lgss tOao 

llQaOOD but egre than i]rDPOo tbe bga.:d gf *!:UStees ibal} 

procure at· Je4st three lpfpcwal bid&• if regsgnablr 

ayallab)e, frpe cgntractors Jjceosed ig Montana. 

IC) Mb•neyer the proposed cpptract opsts are •gre ~ban 

llDrOOQ the bga.:d of trustees $h411 solicit ro.:.al bjds and 

~~ once euch week for at least 2 weeks in a newspdper 

published in each county wherein the area of the district 

lies.._ eM--.-I'towt call in·:~ for bids to perfor• such work or 

i 5 

required• the board shall award the contract to the lowest 

responsible biddery-p~Y+dedy he•e-.erw ~~. Hpweygr. the 

board of trustees shell hftve ~ the right to reject any and 

atl bids.• 

Section 26· Sectiun 20-15-106• MCA• is aaended to 
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read: 

• 2 Q-15-1 0 6 • E•J>+o~t:--efi--P"'t"~tlftftff--MI<f-~fl'--.ft 

~,~ Retjreweot systems for ~aployees and teacbers. ~ 

'f~-beet"tf-~t"us~-shtri-+-""ltt'o-i-tft--~-..,tetee!l -o.--.:t~e 

ee-ttnit:y --eof+O¥w defi"e ~-+9'--t:lteir ~-·•--entl 

~y-IHMf-++•·t:he i r e-euet+ert• 

tT"tJ.l.l l'.__.__trity--eo.J~-1t'"t:~-~ teaei'KI~ 

Ieachecs of a coamunity college district she+~~ 

subject to and t:fte--~~!lhell •be eligible for the 

benefits of the Montana teachers• retire .. nt syste~e.+ded 

by t:he le••~Ment:ene. 

(2) The employees af a coaauOit¥ collate district OQ\ 

eligible foe teachers• retlcewent syste• benefits are 

syb!ect to and eligible for \be bto•flts gf \be Mgotana 

public aaplarees• ret!cewent systew.• 

Section 21. Section Z0-15-210, MCAw is awended to 

read: 

•2o-15-210. Qualification and organization of board of 

trustees. J.l.l Ne•ly elected we•bers of the board of trustees 

of the cosaunity college district shall be qualified by 

taking the oath of office prescribed by the constitution of 

Montana. At the organization weetlng called by the board of 

regents, the board of trustees shall be organized by the 

election of a ~~-~ee-pt"eSident: c:halrun and a 
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t:he beerd. 

1Zl The treasurer of the c~wunity college district 

st-18++--be ~ the county treasurer of the county in .t.lch the 

co.-unity college facilities are located• Ibe duties of~ 

'gUnt.t treasvuc are refacaoud In 2Q='i=Z0611 2<Hl-'Zl2. 

20=9=2ZZe Md 20=9=224•• 

Section 28• Section 20-15-221, KCAe is a~nded to 

read: 

•zo-15-2Zl• Election of trustees after organization of 

co.-unity college district. (1) After organization• the 

reg! stared electors of the ca.aunity college district 

qyalifigd to vote und9r tb• protisipos of ZO-ZQ=JDJ shall 

aoouall y vote for trustees on the ~t: Y'tl .. dey-+n-I!Jtt"i+y 

regular schQol election daJ provided for in 20-l=3Q4a Tbl 

elact;ipll Aball bl! C'Wf"KJ;ad In eccgrdms• )@ltb the elec;tlgg 

proyjsjgns of thiS tltln Wbeogver such prqylslpft$ are •ad9 

applicable to c:oeeuoity cgllage d!stc~ and-saeh ~ 

elections shall be conducted by the co•ponent ele.antary . 
~chool districts within such co.-unity coll«9e district upon 

the order of the board of trustees of the cowwunity college 

district. Sue~ IDa order shall be trans•ltted to the 

appropriate trustees not Jess than 40 days prior to the 

regular school election day. 

(2t Notice of the co.-unity college district trustee 

election shall be given by the board of trustees of the 
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co.-unity colleqe district by publication in one or aore 

newspapers of general circulation vithin each county, not 

less than once .. week for 2 consecutive -eks, th" last 

insertion to be no ~ ~ than 1 ~k prior to the date 

of the election. This notice shall be in addition to the 

election notice to be 9h,en by the trustees of the coaponent 

ele~ntary districts under the sChool election la~s. 

(l) Sllould trustees be elected other than c.t l.•rqe 

throughout the entire district• then only those qualified 

voters vlthln the area fro• which the trustee or trustees 

are to be elected shall cast their ballots for the trustee 

or trustees fro• that area. All candidates for the office of 

trustee shall file their declarations of c.ndidacy with the 

secretary of the board of trustees of the ca.aunlty college 

district not less than 30 days prior to the data of 

election. If an electronic votlnq syste• or voting .-chines 

are not used in thv co.ponent ele•ntary school district. or 

districts whicll conduct the elect ion, i:tteft the board of 

trustees of the coeaunlty college district shall cause 

ballots to be priBteo ~d distributed for the polling places 

In such COGponent districts at the expense of the co~eunity 

college district, but in all other respects said el~tions 

shall be conducted in .occord~e with the school election 

lavs. All costs incident to election of the c~nity 

colleqe trustees shall be borne oy the co..unity college 

-H-
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district, including one--h:.''lf of the coepensation of the 

j>..<f:}es for the school electionS'Y..i.. provided that if the 

ele~tion of the coa.unity college district trustees is the 

only election conducted, the co .. unity college district 

shall coapensate the Jistrict for the total cost of the 

election.• 

Section ~9. S<ction 20-15-223, MCA, Is aaended to 

read: 

•28-15-Z:Z:?:. v--..,-e-f-'.PII!Itee peaitien lfaciJDcjes • .Lll 

A cm=·Oi~J college trust.ee-'la..r.itjoo is ym;•t. JCbenever: t-he 

loc:ya(!ept.; 

la) diu; 

lbl relignsi 0[ 

,,, is r:e-ovea under t.b~ provlslpos gf [section 6]. 

CZJ A trustee posi tiop js also yacaryc wbaQe1uU' iMl 

alect.4d Gandi4ate fails_tg_Qualift under the proyi$iQOS gf 

20=1=301. 

L1l Any vacancy of a~~~ tr;ustee position shall 

be filled by appohrt-nt by major!tr vot:g of the reaainlng 

trustees, and the p~rs~• appointed shall hold office until 

the next regular school election ddys when a trustee shall 

be elected for the remainder of the unexpired ter•.• 

Section 30. Section 2C.-15-225• PICA, is a.ended • ~ 

reatt: 

•zo-15-225. Po~e~s ~nd duties of trustees. The 

-32-
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~~us~ees of a co.-uni~y college dis~rlc~ shall, subject to 

supervision by ~he boa~d of regents: 

(1) have general control and supervision of the 

co•aunity college; 

{ 2) adopt ~ules,. not i ncons i sten~ with ~he 

constitution and ~he laws of the state,. for the governaent 

and administra~ion of ~he coa~nlty college; 

(3) grant ce~tificates and deg~ees ~o the graduates of 

~he comeunity coller~e; 

(~) keep a record of ~ tbaiL proceedings; 

{ S) ttawey when not othend se provIded by 1 aw,. llaA 

control of all books• records• buildings,. grounds• and othe~ 

proper~y of the cOEaunity college; 

(6) receive fro• the state board of land 

co .. isslonersyA other boards• agencies, or persons•~ or the 

governeent of the United ~tates all funds, inc-es ~. 

and other property the comaunity colleqe aay be entitled to 

receive or accept and use and appropriate the property for 

the specific purpose of the entitleaent, grant. or donation; 

(7) have general control of all receipts and 

dlsbuiseaents of the co~nity college; 

(8) appoint and disaiss a president and faculty for 

the coa.unity college•~ appoint and disaiss any other 

necessary officerso agen~s. and eaployeesy~ fix ~heir 

coepensationT~ and se~ the ~eras and condl~ions of ~heir 

-33-
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eaployaent; 

(9) adainister the tui~lon provision and otherwise 

govern the studen~' of the ca.aunity college district in 

accordance wi~h the provisions of this chapter; 

(10) call and conduct the elections of the district In 

accordance with the school election chapter of this title; 

(11) participate In the teachers• retlreaent syste• of 

the state of Kontana In accordanCe with the provisions of 

the teachers• retlr-•nt syst- chapter of this UtleJ eftd 

(12) eStObllsb e-ulgyee peoeflti• otbec than rgtlreeent 

'benefitS• and fiX their )ielts Jp·accgrdlnce With 2-11-101 

through z-18-Jo!; apd 

t~~ participate In district boundary cnange 

actions In accordance with the provisions of the district 

organization chapter of this title.• 

Sect I on 31. Sec~ ion zo-Is-3o2, MCAo is aaended to 

read: 

•zo-lS-302. Budget approval. L11 The board of 

t~ustees of a coaaunity college district shall adopt an 

annual ~~--~ DR§LA1inQ budge~ for ~he general 

•aintenance and operation of the co .. unlty college dlst~ict. 

The budget shall be subllitted to the regents of the state of 

Montana for their approvaly-wi~h er ·~~~· The 

bud~et ~pproved by the regents shall be ~he budget of the 

co.-unity college district sub•itted to the ~ budget 

-34-
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1 e~fieer e~ ~he ste~e dirgctgr In ac.g>rdMIKf! wit.b: I!Ue ll.L 

2 ctypt.gr Ie 

3 12J In the cug gf an eMCgMq by4gtt, as Qefiaed Ia 

lo syb5actigns J.Zl t;brouijh ~1 pf 2D=tl61a t.he cg-oitr 

5 cgJJege rilltr-ict· eeft rec;etwe ao •orcmtd budQC iM!MipMJt 

6 f.cga_ tt'C board pf USJCRh Jo ~IUt.C.... aDO OQ fgr.s 

1 prga&ribed br tbe bgorg qf csgeots.• 

8 Saction 32• Codification instructions. Jhe code 

9 c-tssl-r sball codify sections 1 through 13 In ch3pter 

10 15 of TitJe. ZOe 
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SENATE BILL NO. 32 

INTROoutEO 8Y MATHERS 

Approved bv Committee 
on Education 

BY REQUEST OF THE INTERIM SUBCOMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT FOR THE GENERAL 

REVISIDN OF THE LAWS RELATIN~ TO THE &OVERNAMCE OF COMMUNITY 

COLLE~E DISTRICTS SO THAT CHAPTER 15 OF TITLE 20t HCAo WILL 

BE THE PRIMARY LAW GOVERNING COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICTS; 

ClARIFYING THE DEFINITION OF THE WORD DISTRICT AS IT APPLIES 

TO COM~UNITY COLLEGE DISTRICTS; AND AMENDIN~ SECTIONS 

20-3-205o 2D-9-l0lo 20-9-112o 2D-9-134o 20-9-16lo 2D-9-163t 

20-9-165, 20-9-201. 20-9-2D-\o 20-9-2l2t 20-l5-103t 

20-15-lO<to 20-15-106t 20-15-210o 20-15-22lt 20-1 s-22 ,, 

20-15-225o AND 20-15-JOZo MCAo• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Df THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Purpose. It is the purpose of 

this chapter to establish the governance of ca-aunity 

college districts in Montana. The legislature intends that 

the board of regents and the local boards of trustees of 

coaeunity college districts coordinate their 

responsibilities to insure an orderly develop.ent of 

educdtional services ·to the citizens of Montana in 

accordance with this chapter. 

~~ Section 2o Precedence of COtllaunity 
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college chapter. Unless specifically identified in any other 

sections of the school laws prescribed in this title, 

coaaunity collage districts are governed by the provisions 

of this chapter. Should there be a conflict between other 

requir .. ents of this title and the provisions of this 

chapter regulating co.-unity college districtso the 

provisions of this chapter shall govern. 

N~w SECTION. Section 3. Candidate quall~ication and 

no•lnatlon. (1) Any person who Is qualified to vote in a 

co .. unity college district under the provisions of 2D-20-301 

is eligible for the office of co .. unity college trustee. 

(2) Any five electors of a co.-unity college district 

qualified under the provisions of 20-20-301 aay no•inate as 

aany trustee candidates as there are trustee positions 

subject to election at the ensuing election. ~he A 

NOeiNATING PETITION CONIAINING THE SIGNATUBES Of THE FIVE 

~lOBS AND lbE na~ of each person noainated for candidacy 

aust be sub~itted to the election clerk designated by the 

board of trus;tee·> no 1 ess than ~ ll days before the regular 

school election day at ~hich he Is to be a candidate. If 

there are different terms to be filled, the tera for which 

each candidate Is noalnated aust also be Indicated. 

~iftiiUH& Section 4. Trustee election ballot after 

organization of community college district. (11 The trustee 

election ballot aust be substantially in the following for•= 

-2- SB 32 
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Official Ballot 

Co.-unity College Trustee Election 

Instructions to Voters 

SB 0032/02 

Make an •x• or si~ilar mark in the vacant square before 

the na•e of the candidate for who• you wish to vote. 

ten11. 

ter•• 

Vote for (indicate nueber to be elected) for a 3-year 

•••••••••••••••• List the na•es of the candidates 

for the 3-year tere with a vacant 

square in front of each na.e. 

Vote for (indicate nueber to be elected) for a 2-year 

•••••••••••••••• list ~he naaes of the candida~es 

for the 2-year ter• with a vacant 

square in front of each naae. 

Vote for (indicate nuMber to be elected) for a 1-year 

tar•• 

•••••••••••••••• List the na~s of the candidates 

for the 1-year tar• with a vacant 

square in front of each na ... 

(2) In preparing the ballots, only those portions of 

the prescribed ballot that are applicable to the election to 

be conducted need be used. THE 8AllQT HVSI ALSQ BE PREp&&Ep 

~LANK LINES ANQ VACANT SQUARES IN EBQNT QE THE LINES IN 

A SUffiCIENT NUMDf&__IQ_ AllOW WRITE-IN VOTING EQB EACH 

- ~- SB 32 
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l&U~LEE-fDi1TION IHA1_1S $U8JfCI TQ ELECIIQN. 

~~ Section 5. Qualification and oath after 

organization 

who receives 

of co-unity 

a certificate 

college district. (1) No person 

of election as a coMmunity 

college trustee may assuee the trustee position until he has 

qualified by taking an oath of office prescribed by the 

constitution of Montana at the next regularly scheduled 

•eetlng of the board of trustees after receipt of the 

certificate of election. 

(2) If the elected person does not qualify In 

accordance with this require .. nt• another person Must be 

appointed In a •anner provided by 20-1S-221 and shall serve 

until the next regular election. 

{lJ After a person has quall fled for a 

po~ition. he shall hold such position for the 

position and until his successor has been 

appointed and has been qualified. 

tvr~ 

trustee 

of the 

elected or 

~t'~ Section bo Trustee removal procedure. 

(1) Any person May seek the reeoval of a co .. unity college 

trustee by filing a co•plaint ~ith the board of county 

coe•issionerso containing charges based on one or more of 

the grounds cited in [section 7]. 

(ZJ If upon receiving such a coeplalnt it appears that 

there is probable cause for re•oval. the board of county 

commi•sioners shall suspend such trustee from his trustee 

-It- SB 32 
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position until charges can be heard In the appropriate 

district court. The board of county co.elssloners shall then 

transeit the coeplainto together ~lth a stateaent of 

suspension• to the district court. 

~EW SECTIQNe Section 7. Grounds for re~oval. Ill A 

co~unity college trustee eay be reaoved ~nenever he: 

(a) eoves his residence froe the applicable ca.eunity 

college district; 

lbt is no longer a registered elector of the co .. unlty 

college district under the provisions of 20-20-301; 

tel is absent fro• the district 60 consecutive days; 

(d) fails to attend three consecutive eeetings of the 

trustees ~ithOut reasonable cause; 

(e) falls to perfor• responsibilities in accordance 

~ith (section 9); or 

(f) ceases to have the capacity to hold office. 

~tl1DB& Section a. Organization and officers 

after organization of co.-unity college district. tl) The 

trustees of each coeaunity college district shall annually 

organize as a governing board of the co .. unity college 

district at the next regularly scheduled eeetlng after the 

regular election day and after the issuance of the election 

certificate to the newly elected trustees. 

IZI In order to organize, the trustees of the 

coa•unity college district shall be given notice by the 
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coordinator of the tiee and place ~here the organization 

eeeting will be held, and at such aeeting they shall choose 

one of their members as chairaan and as secretary. In 

addition. the trustees ~ay eeploy or appoint a coepetent 

person ~ho is not a eeeber of the trustees as the clerk of 

the com~unity college district. 

(l) The chairean and secretary of the trustees of the 

co .. unit1 college district shall serve until the next 

organization eeeting. The chair•an shall preside at all 

aeetings of the trustees in accordance with the customary 

rules of order. He shall perfore the duties prescribed by 

this title and any other duties that noraa11y pertain to 

such office. 

NEM SEtliDNa Sectlc~ 9. Personal llabil ity of 

trustees. tlJ The trustees of each coemunity college 

district are responsible for the proper adeinistration and 

utilization of all •oney of the district. Failure or 

refusal to do so constitutes grounds for reeoval from 

office. 

t2t Trustees consenting to illegal use of eoney are 

JOintly and individually liable to the district for any 

losses sustained by the district. The county attorney shall 

prosecute any proceedings arising pursuant to this section• 

or a party seeking such action eay retain private counsel. 

The party co•menclng the action is liable for the costs if 

-6- SB 32 
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the action fails. 

NEW S£CUOfrl. Section 10. Trustees• power over 

property. (1) The trustees of a coMmunity college district 

shall hold in trust all real and personal property of the 

district for the benefit of the college and students. 

K£H SECTION. Section 11. lntrastateo interstateo and 

international agree.ents. The trustees of a coaaunlty 

college district ~ay enter into agree.ents with the Western 

Interstate Coaaission for Higher Education, or slallar 

intrastate, interstate, or international agree .. ntso for the 

benefit of the district and students. 

NEW SECTION. Section lZe When coeaunlty college 

district subject to other school district provisions. (1) 

When the tera •school district• appears In the following 

sections outside of Title 20, the tera includes coaaunity 

college districts. and the provisions of those s~ctions 

applicable to school districts apply to coaaunity college 

districts: 2-9-101, 2-9-lllo 2-9-316, 2-16-11-\o 2-16-602, 

2-16-61-\t 2-18-703t 7-3-llOlt 7-6-260"to 7-6-280lt 7-7-123o 

7-8-221"to 7-8-2215, 7-8-2216t 7-11-103o 7-12-"t106t 7-13-110t 

7-13-210o 7-15-4206, 10-l-703t 15-1-10lo 15-6-20"to 

15-16-lOlo 15-16-60lo 15-18-108, 15-2"t-502o 15-2-\-505, 

15-30-ZZlo 15-5S-106o 15-T0-301t 15-l0-3Z2t 17-5-101, 

17-5-202 9 17-6-103 0 17-6-204o 17-6-213o 17-7-ZOlo 18-1-102, 

18-1-105 0 18-1-112, 18-l-201o 18-2-lOlt 18-2-103o 18-2-113o 
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19-1-602, 19-l-81lt 22-1-309, Z5-1-402o 
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19-1-102o 

27-16-it06t 

33-20-1104, 

39-71-ll6o 

39-3-lO"t, 

39-71-117, 

39-"t-107, 39-3l-103t 39-31-30-\o 

39-71-2106, 39-71-2206, 40-6-237, 

~0-6-124, -\0-8-125, 40-8-128o "t1-5-912o "t9-3-101o 

53-20-30-\t 77-3-321t 82-lD-201, 82-10-202, 

49-J-l02t 

82-10-203• 

e~-7-21~8, and 9D-b-208o HCAo and Rules 40(2)(9} and 1~(c)o 

~.A.Civ.P., as a .. nded. 

(21 When the ter• •school district• appears in a 

section outside of Title 20 but the section Is not listed in 

subsection (l)t the school district provision does not apply 

to a co.-unity college district. 

NEW SEtllQN. Section 11• Additional proYislons apply. 

Unless the conteKt clearly indicates other~iseo the trustees 

of a co•aunlty college district shall: 

(1) adhere to the teacher•• retireaent provisions of 

Title l9o chapter 'to as aaended; 

(2) adhere to the provisions of 20-1-201, 2D-1-ZOS, 

20-1-211, and 20-1-212, as a .. nded; 

Ill adhere to the school 

20-6-605, Z0-6-bZl, 20-6-622o 

property 

20-6-62't, 

Z0-6-6)3 through 20-6-636, as aaended; 

( 4) a4her e to ttle adu 1 t - ecfucatl on 

20-7-701 through 20-7-712• as a .. nded; 

I~) adhere to the administration 

-a-

provisions 

20-6-631, 
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of 

and 
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provisions of 20-9-115• 20-9-1llto subsections (2Jo (J)o (It)• 

and (51 of 20-9-161, 20-9-161• 20-9-165, 20-9-207 through 

20-9-210o 2D-9-215o and 20-9-221 through 2D-9-224o as 

amended; 

(6) adhere to the school bond provisions of 20-9-401 

through 20-9-412o Z0-9-421 through 2D-9-~6• 20-9-451 

through 2D-9-It56o and ZD-9-461 through 20-9-lt65o as a.ended; 

(7) adhere to the special purpose funds provisions of 

20-9-501 throu~h 20-9-503, 20-9-507, ZD-9-508, and 20-9-511• 

as aaended; 

(8) adhere to the educational cooperative agree.ents 

provisions of ZD-9-701 through 20-9-7Gito as a .. nded; 

(9) adhere to the school elections provisions of Title 

20, chapter 20o as a .. nded; 

(10) adhere to the students• rights provisions of 

20-25-511 through 20-25-516o as a .. nded; and 

(11) adhere to the health provisions of 50-1-206. 

i1tiiON lt. THERE IS & NEW !tA $EtiiON THAT BEADS: 

Audit of co .. unity college districts. A co .. unity 

college district Is subject to audit by the legislative 

auditor in the sa .. eanner as a state a9ency. A coasunity 

college district eay contract for an audit with a private 

accounting fire, subject to approval of the legislative 

auditor. 

Section 15. Section 20-l-205, "''' is aeended to read: 
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"20-3-205. Powers and duties. The county 

superintendent has general supervision of the schools of the 

county •lthin the lieitations prescribed by this title and 

shall perfore the following duties or acts: 

(1) determine. establish• and reestablish trustee 

noeinating districts and fill additional trustee position 

vacancies in accordance with the provisions of 10-3-352, 

20-J-353, and 20-3-35olt; 

(2) adeinister and file the oaths of aeabers of the 

boards of trustees of the districts in his county in 

accordance with the provisions of 20-3-307; 

(l) fill by appoint•ent any trustee position vacancies 

when required under the ~rovisions of 20-3-309; 

{~) register the teacher certificate or eaergency 

authorization of eaployeent of any person eaployed in the 

county as a teacher, principal. or district superintendent 

in accordance with the provisions of 20-~-202; 

(5) act on ea<:h tuition application sub•itted to hi• 

in dCcordance with the provisions of 20-S-301, 20-5-302, 

20-5-304, and 20-5-311 and trans•it the tuition information 

required by Z0-5-312; 

(6) file a copy of the audit report for a district in 

accordance with the provisions of 20-9-203 0 

(l) classify di•tricts in accordance 

provisions of 20-6-201 and 10-b-301; 
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(81 keep a transcript and reconcile the district 

boundaries of the county in accordance with the provisions 

of Zo-6-103; 

(9) fulfill all responsibilities assiqned to hi• under 

the provisions of this title regulating the organization, 

alteration. or abandon•ent of districts; 

flO) act on any unification proposition andt if 

approved, establish additional trustee na.lnating districts 

in accordance with 20-6-312 and 20-6-313; 

{111 estieate the average nuaber belonging {ANBJ of an 

opening school in accordance with the provisions of 

20-6-502• 20-6-503, 20-6-50/t, or 20-6-506; 

{121 process and, when required, act on school 

isolation applications in accordance with the provisions of 

20-9-302; 

{13) c011plete 

revenues and tax 

the budgets. 

1 ev i es , 9 i ve 

ca.pute 

notices 

the budgeted 

of the budget 

eeetings, file final and e .. rgency budgets• and fulfill such 

otner responsibilities assigned to hie under the provisions 

of this title regulating school budgeting systees; 

(14) subeit an annual financial report to the 

superintendent of public instruction in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-9-211; 

{15) quarterly, unless otherwise provided by law, order 

the county treasurer to apportion state eefteys agnax, county 
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school --~ ~· and any other school --ys 11Q0U 

subject to apportioneent in accordance with the provisions 

of 20-9-212, 20-9-33/tt 20-9-31t7 9 20-9-351, Zo-10-145, or 

20-10-11t6: 

flb) act on any request to transfer average nueber 

belonging (ANB} in accordance with the provisions of 

20-9-113(31; 

(17) 'alculate the estieated budgeted general fund 

sources of ~•venue in ac,ordance 

20-9-348 and the othe~ general fund 

the general fund part of this title; 

with the provisions of 

revenue provisions of 

(18) co.pute the ~•venues and the district and county 

levy require .. nts for each fund included Oft io each 

dis.trict•s final budget and report such ca.put~tions to the 

board of county coeelssioners in accordance with the 

provisions of the gene~al fund. transportation, bonds• and 

other school funds parts of this title; 

(19) file and forward bus driver certifications. 

transportation contra,ts., and state 

rei~burseeent clai•s in accordance with the 

20-10-103o 20-10-143, or Zo-l0-145; 

transportation 

provisions of 

(lOJ for districts ~hich do not ••ploy a district 

superintendent or principal, reco•eend library book and 

textbook sele,tions in accordance with the provisions of 

20-7-ZO~ or 20-7-bOZ; 

-12- SB 32 



1 

2 

3 

.. 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

lit 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

zo 

21 

2Z 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0032/0Z 

(21) notify the superintendent of public instruction of 

a teKtbook dealer's activities when required under the 

provisions of ZO-l-605 and other~isa coaply with the 

textbook dealer provisions of this title; 

(22) act on district requests to allocate federal 

_.fteJ' 8QD&X for indigent children for school food services 

in accordance with the provisions of ZD-lD-205; 

(23) perfor• any other duty prescribed fro• tl.. to 

tlee by this title, any other act of the legislature, the 

policies of the bOard of public education, tb« poltciet pf 

tbi bpord pf regents relating to cp-.ynit¥ cplJege 

diitrjct•• or the rules of the superintendent of public 

instruction; 

(2~) adelnister the oath of office to trustees withOut 

the receipt of pay for adeinistering the oath; 

(25) keep a record of his official acts, preserve all 

reports sub•itted to hi• under the provl~ions of this title, 

preserve all books and Instructional equlpeent or supplies, 

keep all docueents applicable to the adeinistration of the 

office, and surrender such records• books, supplies, and 

equipeent to his successor; 

(26) within 90 days after the close of the school 

f i seal year. publi~ an annual report in the county 

newspaper stating the following financial inforeation for 

the schOol fiscal year just ended for each district of the 
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county: 

{a) the total of the cash balances of all funds 

eaintained by the district at the beginning of the year; 

(b) the total receipts that were realized in each fund 

•aintained by the district; 

(c) the total eKpenditures that were eade from each 

fund •aintained by the district; and 

(d) the total of the cash balances of all funds 

aaintained by the district at the end of the school fiscal 

year; and 

(27) hold ~eatings for the eeebers of the trustees fro• 

ti .. to tiee at which ~atters for the good of the districts 

shall be discussed.• 

Section 16· Sectlor. 20-9-101, MCAo is a•ended to read: 

•zo-q-101. Application of budget systee for districts. 

The school budgeting procedure and provisions of this title 

apply to eleeentaryT And high school d~~T and~ 

Mh«OCvir specified. to co .. unity college districts and to 

all funds requi··in~ the adoption of a budget. Each district 

shall separat~ly propose and adopt a budget in accordance 

with the require .. nts of this title.• 

Section 17. Section 20-9-112• MCAo is a .. nded to read: 

•20-9-112. Notice of preli•inary budget •eeting. 

During the month of Hay, the county superintendent shall 

publish a notice at least one tlee in the official newspaper 
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of the countys stating that the trustees of each district in 

the county and the _LLysteei gf _tbe cg.aypi1¥ cgJJege 

o;strict •ill eeet iM~aratelr in regular session on the 

fourth Monday in June to prepare and adopt a prelieinary 

budget for the next ensuing school fiscal year and that any 

taxpayer in the district May attend such aeeting and be 

heard on such prel i•inary budget." 

Section 18o Section 20-9-134, HCAo is a.ended to read: 

•20-9-134. Co•pletiono filingo and delivery of final 

budgets. After the final budget of the elewentarr• high 

~s_ or coweuoi~~aga district bas been adopted by 

the trustees, the county superintendent shall ca.plete all 

the re.aining portions of the budget for•s and shall: 

(1) send the final budget inforeatlon to the 

superintendent of public instructions on the for•s provided 

by the superintendent, on or before Septe•oer li ~ 

1Zl- in the case of tba co .. uoit¥ cgJlege district•• 

~nd the final budget iofoL841joo to the bgard of regep\1• 

oo tbe fqres provided br the coeeuoit¥ Gollega Goordinotor. 

on gr before Septeeber 1: and 

tztlll deliver a copy of the final budget for the 

district to the county treasurer on or before Septe•ber 1.• 

section l9o Section 20-9-161, "CAo Is a .. nded to read: 

•20-9-161. Definition of e.argency for budgeting 

purposes. As used in this title, unless the context clearly 
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inJic~te$ otherwi$vo tne tera •eae~gency• for the pu~pose of 

school budgeting Sholl be: 

(1) an inc~ease in ~he enrollaent of e ~ 

g~--Dl~--A~ district over the ieeediately preceding 

school fiscal yea~ which i$ beyond what could ~easonably 

have been anticipated a~ the ti•e of ~he adop~ion of the 

budget for the then-cur~ent school fiscal year eftd--t~et 

Mheneyero because of such enrollaent increase, tne 

dist~ict 1 $ budget for any or al' of the regularly budgeted 

funds does not provide sufficient financing to properly 

•aintain and $upport the district for the entire current 

school fiscal year; 

(2) the destruction or i•pair .. nt of any school 

property necessary to the •aintenanca of the school• by 

fire, floodo stormo rioto in$urrectionw or any act of Gods 

to $UCh an extent as to render such school property unfit 

for its present school use; 

(3) a judqaent for daaages against the district 

rendered by a court after the adoption of the budget for the 

current year; 

(4) an enact•ent of legislation after the adoption of 

the budget for the current year that l•poses an additional 

ftnanclel obligetiOf'l on the district; or 

{S) any othe~ reason of si•ilar consequences that bas 

been approved by the superintendent of public Instruction 
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upon petition by the trustees of the district or by the 

~oard pf regents uppn petition by the trust .. , _af_-4 

co.,uoity collage district.• 

Section 20. Section 20-9-163, MtAo Is aaended to read: 

•zo-9-163· Resolution for e .. rgency budget -- petition 

of 1A superintendent of public instruction or to the bgard 

of regents• (1) Whenever the trustees of any dl~trict ~ 

deee .dKiJbl that an e .. rgency exlsth they IWY adopt a 

resolution proclalaing such e .. r94ncy by a unanl.ous vote of 

all aeebers present at any .. eting for which each trustee 

has been given reasonable notice of the ti.. and place of 

holding such eeetlng. The eaergency resolution shall also 

state the facts constituting the eaergencyo the estlaated 

a.aunt of aoney required to eeet the e .. rgencyo the funds 

affected by the ... rqency, and the ti .. and place when the 

board will .set for the purpose of considering and adopting 

an eeergency budget for such funds for the current school 

f i seal year. 

(2) If the trustees shel+--deea ~d£ that an 

e~ergency exists for any reason other than the conditions 

specified In subsections (l)• (2)t (31• or (4) of 2G-9-l61t 

they shall petition the superintendent of public Instruction 

QL~jn the case of a cpeiUnity ,oJ)ege d~~ the bgard 

Q!__ regenti for peraission to adopt a resolution of 

eaergency. Such petition shall set forth in writing the 
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reasons for the request, the district funds affected by the 

eaer~ncyo the esti~ated aaount of aoney required to aeet 

such eeergency for each affected fund• the anticipated 

sources of financing for 

such other infor~~ation 

superintendent of public 

the eeergency expenditures. and 

as aay be required by the 

instruction gr the board of 

tegents• The petition shall be signed by each trustee. 

(3t The superintendent of public Instruction ~iD 

tba case of a cg .. un!ty college district• tbe board of 

cegeots shall pro~ptly approve or disapprove the petition 

requestinq approval to adopt a resolution of e•erqency. If 

the petition is approved, the trustees •ay then adopt a 

resolution of emergency and may subsequently take all other 

steps required for the adoption of an eeergency budget. 

Approval of~ a petition by the superintendent of public 

Instruction QL the bpard of regenti shall eerely authorize 

thQ board of trustees to initiate e•ergency budget 

proceedings by resolution and shall not relieve the trustees 

of the necessity of complying with the require .. nts of the 

school e~ergency budgeting laws. Approval of the petition 

shall not be construed as approval of any subsequent 

application for increased state aid on account of such 

emergency." 

Section Zl. Section 20-9-165, MCA, is amended to read: 

•zo-9-165. Eeergency budget lieitatlon, preparation. 
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and adoption procedures. (11 The ~etlng of the trustees to 

consider and adopt an e8ergency budget shall be open to the 

public, and anr taxpayer in the district shall have the 

right to appear and be heard. If at such a aeetlng a 

majority of the trustees present shall find that an 

emergency exists, the trustees •ay •ake and adopt a 

prelieinary e•ergency budget£ on the regular budget for~ 

setting forth fully the facts constituting the e .. rgency. In 

adopting the preli•inary e~rgency budget, the trustees aay 

budget for any fund Mhich Mas included on the final budget 

of the district for the current school fiscal year. The 

budget shall be iteeized to shoM the aeount appropriated for 

each lte• as required on the budget for•• 

(Z) When the e.ergency is due to any Increase of 

enroll .. nt, the maxieu• aeount of the e .. rgency budget for 

all funds shall be deter•ined in the folloMing •annerz 

(aJ Deter•ine the total aeount In the final budget for 

the current school fiscal year of all funds affected by the 

e.ergency, less any aeounts appropriated as capital outlay 

and any aeount appropriated for addition to the cash 

reserve. 

(b) Divide the aeount deter•ined in subsection (2)(aJ 

by the nuMber of pupils originally enrolled in such district 

during the i••ediately preceding school fiscal year. The 

resulting cost per pupil shall constitute the •axi•u• 
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pereissible per-pupil expendi,ure in the emergency budget. 

(c) Ueter•ine the enrolleent increase of the current 

school fiscal year by subtracting the number of pupils 

origin411y enrolled during the i .. ediately preceding school 

fiscal year fro• the nu•ber of pupils enrolled for the 

current school year. The result shall be the enrolleent 

incr~ase for the current school fiscal year. 

the cost per pupil deter•ined in (d) 14ultiply 

sub sect I on (2) (b) 

subsection '2) (C)• 

by the enro1leent increase deter•lned in 

The result shall be the eaxl•u. 

li•ltation on an eaergency budget for e .. rgencies due to an 

increase of enroll .. nt. 

l•t ln \be ca1• pf a cpeeunitr college di$\rjc\• ~

budget a.eodean\ In accordance Ni\b 20-lS-302· 

(l) In the •vent of any other type of e•~rgencyo the 

budget shall be ll•lted by thOse expenditures de .. ed by the 

trustees to be 

stated conditions 

reasonable 

of the 

and necessary 

e .. rgency and 

to finance the 

the prellalnary 

eeergency bud~et shall be accoapanied Mith the details of 

the proposed expenditures • 

(~) ~henever the trustees adopt a prelieinary 

eeeryency budget for the transportation fund, the trustees 

shall at:ta"" to suet! Md~ a capy o# eac" u--~tat.i Oft 

contract Mhlch is connected Mith the eaergency and which has 

been prepared and executed in accordance Mith the school 
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tran~portation contract la~s. 

(5) After the trustees have adopted the e.argency 

budget by a ••Jority vote of the trustees, it shall be 

~igned by the chair.an of the trustees and the clerk of the 

district and copies shall be sent to the county 

superintendent, the county treasurer, and the superintendent 

of public instruction. In the case gf a cg .. unlty cgllege 

district• cgplai of the • .. rgsncy budget ihall be sent to 

tbe county iYaerintendenta tbe cgynty treaiyreca and the 

boara of regent,.• 

Section 22. 

•zo-9-201. 

Section 20-9-201• "CAo Is aeended to read: 

Definitions and application. (1) As used In 

this title, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, 

•fund• aean• a separate detailed account of receipts and 

expenditures for a •pacific purpose as authorized by Jaw. 

Funds are clas~lfied as follows: 

(a) A •budgeted fund• .. ans any fund for which a 

budget aust be adopted In order to expend any ~ aQDtY 

froe such fund. fbe general fundo transportation fund, bus 

depreciation reserve fundo eleeentary tuition fund, 

retlreeent fundo debt service fundo leased facilities fund, 

building reserve fund, adult education fund, nonoperating 

fund, postsecondary vocational-technical center fund, and 

any other funds so designated by the legislature shall be 

budgeted funds. 
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(b) A •nonbudgeted fund• eeans any fund for which a 

budget is not ~equi~ed in order to expend any .ene~ ~ 

on deposit in such fund. The school food services fund, 

•lscellaneous federal p~oqra.s fund, building fund• housing 

and doraitory fundr traffic education fund, int~rlocal 

cooperative fundo and any other funds so designated by the 

legislature shall be nonbudgeted funds. 

{21 The school financial ad•inistration provisions of 

this title apply to all 8&fters .anax of any eleeentary or 

high school district er--a~y--eo•~n~~y--ee++e~e--d~s~r~e~Y 

except the ext~acurricular .eneys ~ realized fro. pupil 

activities. The superintendent of public instruction bas 

gene~al supervlso~y aut~ority over the school financial 

adeinlstration provision~. as they ~elate to ele .. ntary and 

high school districts, as prescribed by law and shall 

establish such rules as are necessary to secure co•pliance 

with the law.• 

Section 23. Section 20-9-204to "CAr is a .. nded to read: 

•20-9-204. Pecuniary interests, letting contracts, and 

calling for Dids. (1) It is unlawful for any trustee to: 

Ca) have any pecuniary interest. either directly or 

Indirectly, in any contract for the erection of any school 

building or for warming, ventilating• furnishing, or 

repairing the same; 

(bJ be in any •anner connected with the furnishing of 
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supplies for the ~aintenance and operation of the schools; 

or 

(c• be e•ployed in any capacity by the school district 

of which he is trustee. 

(2) Whenever the esti~ated cost of any building. 

furnishing, repairing, or other work for the benefit of the 

district or purchasing of supplies for the district exceeds 

the su• of $4,000, the work done or the purchase .ade shall 

be by contract. Each such contract .ust be let to the lowest 

responsible bidder after advertise .. nt for bids. Such 

advertiseaent shall be published in the newspaper which will 

give notice to the largest nu•ber of people of the district 

as deter•ined by the trustees. Such advertis.-ent shall be 

.ade once each week for Z consecutive weeksL and the second 

publication shall be aade not less than 5 days or .ore than 

12 days before consideration of bids. A contract not let 

pursuant to this section shall be void. 

(3) Whenever bidding is required, the trustees shall 

award the contract to the lowest responsible biddero except 

that the trustees eay reject any or all bidso 

t~t--w+~-r~ere-~o-eon~~eet+n~f~-werk--er--sepp+ .... 

-he-~d-~-~r•e~ees-e•-e-eeMMaft+~y-ee++~e-d+s-~e~ere 

sabfee~-~e-?9-~§-~9~.· 

Section 24. Section Z0-9-212• MCA, is a•ended to read: 

"20-9-212. Duties of county treasurer. The county 
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treasurer of ~ach county shall: 

ll) receive and hold all school eefteys aQDAX subject 

to apportionaent and keep a separate accounting of ~he~r Lts 

apportionaent to the several districts which are entitled to 

a portion of such ~Y' ~ according to the 

apportionBents ordered by the county superintendent. A 

$e~arate accounting shall be •alntalned for each county fund 

supported by a countywide levy for a specific, authorized 

purpose, Including: 

(a) the basic county tax In support of the ele .. ntary 

foundation prograes; 

(b) the basic special taK for high schools in support 

of the high school foundation progra•sa 

(cl the county tax in support of the ~ounty's high 

school transportation obligation; 

(OJ the county tax in support of the high school 

obligations to the retireeent systees of the state of 

Montana; 

(e) any additional county taK 

provide for deficiency financing 

foundation pro~raes; 

(f) any additional 

provide for deficiency 

foundation prograes; 

(g) the county 
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vocational-technical center when levied by the board of 

county co•aissioners; and 

(h) any other county tax for schoolss jnclydjp~ tbe 

,g.munit¥ 'gl!egess which •ay be autho~ized by law and 

levied by the county co .. issionersi 

( 2) whenever requested. notify the county 

superintendent and the superintendent of public Instruction 

of the aaount of county schOol .eftey• ~ on deposit in 

each of the funds enu .. rated In subsection (1) of this 

section and the a-aunt of any other school •OfteT• 8QQ&¥ 

subject to apportion .. nt and apportion such county and other 

school •ener- .onax to the districts In accordance .Mth the 

apportionRent ordered by the county superintendent' 

(3) keep a separate accounting of the expenditures for 

each budgeted fund included en lD the final budqet of each 

district; 

(It) keep a separate accounting of the receiptsw 

expenditures, and cash balances for each budgeted fund 

included en in the final budget of each district and for 

each nonbudgeted fund established by each district; 

(5) except as otherwise llelted by law• pay all 

~arrants properly drawn on the county or district school 

aoney• ~X and properly endorsed by their holders; 

(6) receive all revenue collected by and for each 

district and deposit these receipts in the fund designated 
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by law or by the district if no fund Is designated by law. 

Interest and penalties on delinquent school taxes shall be 

credited to the saae fund and district for which the 

original taxes were levied. 

(7) send all revenues received for a joint district, 

part of which is situated in his countyo to the county 

treasurer designated as the custodian of such revenues. no 

later than Deceaber 15 of each year and ~very 3 •onths 

thereafter until the end of the school fiscal year; 

(8} register district warrants drawn on a budgeted 

fund in accordance with 7-6-260., when there e~e ll 

insufficient .eney. AQBAX available in the su• of •eney~ 

~ in all funds of the district to •ake payaent of such 

warrant. Rede•ption of registered warrants shall be •ade in 

accordance with 7-6-2116• T-6-l605• and T-6-2606. 

(9) invest the •oneys 8ADaX of any district as 

directed by the trustees of the district; and 

(10) give to the trustees of each district. at least 

Guarterly, an ite~ized report for each fund •aintained by 

the district£ showing the paid ~arrants. outstanding 

~arrants, registered warrants ... edn~ apouots and types of 

revenue received, and the cash balance.• 

Section l5o Section 20-1'5-103, MCA• Is aR&nded to 

read: 

•20-15-103. Supervision ~pd ,ogrdjpatjgo by board of 

-26- SB 32 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

q 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

--u~~/02 

regent~. co .. unity college district~ shall be under the 

supervision and coordina~ of the regents. The regents 

shall: 

(1) supervise com•unity colleqe districts in 

accordance with the provi~ions of this section and 

20-15-105; 

{2) appoint a coordinator of co.-unity college 

district~ and ~eqeest--+e~+~+et+.e--epp~op~+etio~--fo~--the 

ope~~ion---of--h+s--offiee prescribe the dutjes of tbe 

~QI:di natoc; 

{3) for•ulate and put into effect enifo~• geneL41 

policies es---to--bed~~+n~--~eee~dkeep+n!T--eno--ste~ 

eeee~t+n! for tbe~£vjsjon and cogrdjnatiao_of cg .. uoit¥ 

college dit\ricts; 

t•t--estob~+sh--•+n+•~---ent~enee---~·~•~•••~---e~ 

epp~o•e-eD~~+ea~e~-off~+ngs-fo~-e++-e..-en+ty-ee+~st 

t5t--d+reet--eeeh--eo .. ~ty--eo+~~--dist~+et-to-se~ 

eee~ed+tetioft-f~oe-e-~ee&gn+red-eeered+t+ng-essoe+et+ont-end 

111__after CODiul\A\lgn_ •ith tba__COPDUOit¥ ~g£ 

trysteess develop~_i~aent poljcje~at a;stjngyjsh 

th~~ts• aytnorjty to iupervii~Dd-~dinate and -1b£ 

tua~t.e.eC-~IU:..ity to slilll.ioill&t_..AOd-~ol co•uni tx 

~tii-cnQ 

t6tLil call an election. detereine the results of the 

election. and order and i•pleMent the organization of a 
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co••unoty college distroct in-accordance with this chapter.• 

Section 26. Section 20-15-104o "CAo is a•ended to 

r<.>ad: 

•z0-15-104. Pecuniary Interest and letting contracts. 

(11 lt shall be unlawful for any co .. unity college district 

trustee to have any pecuniary inte~esto either directly or 

indirectly• in the erection of any co..unlty college 

buildinq in his district o~ •~ in furnishing or repalrin9 

the sa.e or be in any •anner connected vlth the fu~nlshln9 

of supplies for the eaintenance of the college or to receive 

or to accept any co•pensatlon or reward fo~ services 

rendered as trustee, except as herein provided. 

(21 No lbt board of trustees shall let eny--eent~eet 

~otracts teweept--~•--the--eaeant--+n•o+ved--i$--~~•-theft 

•~•888t for building. furnishin9• ~epairingo or other work 

or supplies for the benefit of the district ... -v+-ttlo•t-•+~st 

ad•e~ti$~ng ac&ordlng to the fgllowjng rulei apd prpcedure$i 

lal The board of truitees need not •eet r«QYiceeants 

~l~_\Q__~ti$jng or bjddjog_jf a prQpoied contra&\ 

Uu.__bu_itill~ fyrnj shiog...__cepaj r j ng ..QL_~r__w:or.tr._w: 

~liu_ll-filL-l.JiujbA!L~D.a 

iiLL.-illbe.wuutctbtLil~oo~__r.ontr act cp$ u.JaJ~..m 

~g_ byt more than S3sDDDo tbe bgard of tru$t&es-Ab4ll 

~rgcure ~ least tbrec _infor•al bt~___lf_ __ aasgnablr 

ll.V:~l~JL e,gntractor.L~~Il:.IL.iJL!!oat.ilD..a& 
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~beneyer the ~~~Q contract costs are •or~ 

k!UaOOO the bpard pf trustees shall solicit fprea! bi~ 

~~once each week for at least 2 weeks in a newspaper 

published in each county wherein the area of the district 

lies£ end--w+~"o~~ calling for bids to perfor• such work or 

furnish such supplies. ln-e~+-eeses-where 1f advertising is 

required, the board shall award the contract to the lowest 

responsible bidder·-~oY+dedy-hawewer.--~he~a__Hgwayera the 

board of trustees she~~-hewe ~ the right to reJect any end 

all bids.• 

Section 27. Section 20-15-106t M(A, is a .. nded to 

read: 

•20-15-106. Eap+oy.e~--of--p~sonne•--•nd--ret+re .. nt 

,-,stc- &.tlt.jreMot s·ut••:!o for e•ployees AWLteacbeu. tt-t 

fhe-boerd-of-~r-~ees-sh~~-eppo+~--~he--e~oy .. .--of--~he 

ee.m~+~y--e~~•ge•--def+ne--end--ess+gn--~he+r--pow~s--end 

d•~+esw-and-f+•-~e+r-eoepense~+onw 

fltLll fhe--e~n+~y--ee~~ege--d+s~r+e~--end--~hers 

Teachers of a coeeunity college district she~t--be 4Le 

subject to and ~he--~eee"ers--shet•--be eligible for the 

benefits of the Hpntaoa teachers• retireeent syste.-prov+ded 

by-t"e-~ews-of-Hen~ene. 

L4J._LbL.Jl.oli!xll:tlL...P~OUWll~X-~llcge._l1il.t.tiU-nQJ;. 

di..llill.lL_fOL~r..b~utir.e.eoL_uu.u----ll.aD£11 t s are 

sybiect to agd eligible fpc the bepefit~he Mpotana 
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~~ eeployees• retjre.e~taa&· 

Section 28. Section 20-15-210, M(Ao is amended to 

read: 

•z0-15-210. ~ualification and organization of board of 

trustees. ~ll Newly elected meebers of the board of trustees 

of the community college district shall be qualified by 

taking the oath of office prescribed by the constitution of 

Montana. At the organization meeting called by the board of 

regentso the board of trustees shall be organized by the 

election of a ~res+dent-e"d-w+ee-pres+den~ kbair.man and a 

secretaryt-sa+d-seeP~ary-•ay-be-aP-eey-ne~-be-e--aeeher--e~ 

~fte-beerd. 

LZl The treasurer· of the co••unity college district 

sha•t-be ~ the county treasurer of the county in which the 

co••unity college facll itias are located. lbe duties of the 

coynty tLeasurer are referenced in Z0-9-206o Z0-9=21Zr 

~zz, and 20-9-~· 

Section 29. Section 20-15-22lr M(Ao Is amended to 

read: 

•zo-1~-221. Election of trustees after organization of 

COIIIMun•ty college district. ( 1) After organization, the 

re'}istered electors of the CODIIIIUnity college district 

Qaali!Ltld to votg_~tb~provisions of -'O=l~ shall 

~Lx vote for trustees on the ~~rst-f•esdey-+n-A~r+t• 

r.e~~ool election day pro~fpr in zo 3-304. The 

-30- SB 32 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

b 

7 

B 

q 

10 

11 

12 

13 

l't 

15 

16 

17 

18 

1<) 

2.0 

2.1 

22. 

2.3 

24 

25 

sa oo32;02 

e}~tjon s~~~~ooducted io accordon~•i1n-~-el~ 

~ovjsjoos of thjs title •heneyec such pco~~-dL~--84~ 

QPUiicable to coamynj~~lege djstrjcts. e"d-~ueh ~ 

elections shall be conducted by the co•ponent eleMentary 

school districts Mithin such co••unity college district upon 

the order of the board of trustees of the co .. unity college 

district. Sueh ~ order shall be transmitted to the 

appropriate trustees not less than ~0 days prior to the 

regular school election day. 

(2) Notice of the co•.unity college district trustee 

election shall be given by the board of trustees of the 

community colleqe district by publication in one or .ore 

newspapers of general circulation within each county. not 

less than once a week for 2 consecutive weekso the last 

insertion to be no +o~e# ~ than 1 week prior to the data 

of the election. This notice shall be in addition to the 

election notice to be given by the trustees of the component 

eleaent~ry districts under the school election laws. 

131 Should trustees be elected other than at large 

throughout the entire district, then only those qualified 

voters within the area from which the trustee or trustees 

are to be elected shall cast their ballots for the trustee 

or trustees from that area. At+ IN ADDlilDN TO ~ 

liCIU.tilll.tlfz__fi.llllill:L_&fQlUllD BX -lllU.l.lltL_lJ.l.l.h.__.ALL 

candidates for the office of trustee shall file their 
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declarations of candidacy with the secret~ry of the board of 

trustees of the community college district not less than 30 

days prior to toe date of election. If an electronic voting 

systeM or votinq machines are not used in the co•ponent 

elementary school Oistrict or districts which conduct the 

electiono ~fteft the board of trustees of the co•.unity 

college district shall cause ballots to be printed and 

distributed for the polling places in such COMponent 

districts at the e~pense of the co.-unity college di~trlctw 

but In all other respect5 said elections shall be conducted 

in accordance with the ~chool election laws. All costs 

incident to election of the coa.unity college trustees shall 

be borne by the coeeunity colle9e distrlcto including 

one-half of the co•pensatlon of the judges for the school 

elections~~ provided that if the election of the co••unity 

college district trustees is the only election conducted, 

the co.-unity college district shall coepensate the district 

for the total co~t of the election.• 

Section lO. Section zu-1S-22lo MCAo is a-nded to 

read: 

•zo-1S-ZZ3. Yeeeftey-e~-~r.,~ee-~oe~~~eft yacancje~. Lll 

!_co .. ynit¥ co!leg~tee gositjoo j~ vacant whenever _tb& 

~muw.tl. 

(al diesj 

iru_ull.l;lnli _w:. 
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~l js reaoyed under~prgyjsjons g~ctjon 6). 

!21 A -tLU~pgsjtjgn js ~__vacant whenever an 

elected caogjdate fajls tg gualjfy under the__QLgyjsjgns__g! 

20-l-301. 

Lll Any vacancy of a e?•.tee&~ trustee position shall 

be filled by appointaent by ~itv votB-PL the reaaining 

trustees, and the person appointed shall hold office until 

the next regular school election day• when a trustee shall 

be elected for the reaainder of the unexpired tera.• 

Section 31. Section 20-lS-225, "tAo is ~.ended to 

read: 

•zo-15-225· Powers and duties of trustees. The 

trustees of a coaaunity college district shall, subject to 

supervision oy the board of regentsz 

111 have general control and supervision of the 

coaaunity college; 

121 adopt rules, not inconsistent 

constitution and the laws of the stateo for the 

and adainistration of the coaaunity college; 

with the 

govern-at 

(j) grant certificates and degrees to the graduates of 

the co.-unity college; 

(It) keep a record of +t~ 1h&1L proceedings; 

IS) ft&VCy when not otherwise provided by law, Qave 

control of all bookso record~· buildings, grounds, and other 

property of the coa.unlty college; 
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161 receive froa the state board of 1 and 

coaaissionersy~ other boards, agencieso or persons.~ or the 

govern.ant of the United States all funds, +neeaes ~. 

and other property the coaaunity college aay be entitled to 

receive or accept and use and appropriate the pro~erty for 

the specific purpose of the entltle.ent, grant. or donation; 

171 have general control of all receipts and 

disburseaents of the co•.unity college; 

(8) appoint and disaiss a president and faculty for 

the co~•unity col1eqey~ appoint and dlsaiss any other 

necessar1 officers, agents, and employeesy~ fix their 

coapensation•~ and set the ter•s and conditions of their 

employaent; 

(91 ad•inlster the tuition provision and otherwise 

govern the students of the comaunity college district in 

accordance with the provisions of this chapter; 

(10) call and conduct the elections of the district in 

accordance with the school election chapter of this title; 

(11) participate in the teachers• retire•ent system of 

the state of Kontana in accordance with the provisions of 

the teachers• retireaent systea chapter of this title; and 

Lll~Ql~h e•ployee benefits• oth§r than retireeent 

~~fit•• ~fi&-thelL_liai1~n accordance with 2 18-101 

through 2-18-704; and 

tt~tLil! participate in district boundary change 

-31t- SB 32 



S.B 0032/02 

actions in accordance with the provisions of the district 

2 organization chapter of this title.• 

3 S.ection l2o Section 20-15-302, MCA, is a.anded to 

4 read: 

5 

b 

7 

"20-15-302. Budget 

trustees of a co•~unity 

annual ~~ftere+--fH~d 

The board of 

shall adopt an 

for the genural 

approval. 1ll 

college district 

~eratinw budget 

8 maintenance and operation of the co••unity college district. 

9 The budget shall be sub~itted to the regents of the state of 

LO ~ontana for their approvaly-w+th-or-•+t~t-edjast.e~. The 

11 budget approved by the regents shall be the budget of the 

12 community college district sub•itted to the s~ budget 

13 o~f+eer--ef--t~e-stete glL~tor jo accprdaa,a_witb Title lla 

14 k!la~Ll· 

15 121 In tb~~e_pf ao eme~nc¥ pugget as ~~_in 

lb ~ectjpos 121 through 12.1--lli 20-9-!bh-Jb.e CAIIIIYDjU 

17 college district must receiye dO a00royed ~l--AaK~ 

18 f.uua_.t.!JJ._tu:uu.Q_gf__[e~IU.L.-irl a •allllilr and _on_~ 

19 ~~Q_by the boarg of reggots.• 

S.ection 33. Codification instructions. 20 

21 com~issioner shall codify sections 1 through 

22 chapter 15 of Title 20. 

-End-
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SENATE Bill MOe 32 

INTRODUCED BY MATHERS 

BY REQUEST OF THE INTERIM SUBCOMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AM ACT FOR THE GENERAL 

REVISION OF THE LAWS RELATING TO THE GOVERNANCE OF COMMUNITY 

tOLLEGE DISTRICTS SO THAT tHAPTER 15 OF TITLE ZOo KCA• Will 

BE THE PRIMARY LAW GOVERNING tOMMUNITY COLLEGE OISTRICTSI 

CLARIFYING THE DEFINITION OF THE WORD DISTRICT AS JT APPLIES 

TO tOMMUNITY COLLEGE DlSTRttTS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 

20-3-205o 2D-9-101o Z0-9-l12o ZG-9-134o 2D-9-161t ZG-9-16lo 

20-9-165, ZD-9-ZOlo ZD-9-20o\o 

20-15-104o ZD-15-106t 20-15-ZlOo 

20-15-225o ANO Z0-15-302o MCA.• 

2D-9-21Zo 

2D-15-2Zh 

ZG-15-103t 

zo-u-221· 

BE IT ENAtTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTa.A: 

NEH SECTION. Section le Purpose. It is the purpose of 

this chapter to establish the governance of c~nlty 

college districts In Montana. The legislature Intends that 

the board of regents and the local boards of trustees of 

co•111unity college districts coordinate their 

responsibilities to 

educational services 

Insure an orderly develop .. nt of 

to the citizens of Montana In 

accordance with this chapter. 

NEW SEtTIQNe Section 2• Precedence of c~nity 
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college chapter. Unless specifically Identified in any other 

sections of the school laws prescribed in this tltleo 

ca.aunity college dlatrlcts are governed by the provision• 

of this chapter. Should there be a conflict bet., .. n other 

requlr .. ents of this title and the provisions of this 

chapter regulating co.-unity college dlstrlctst the 

provisions of this chapter shall govern. 

NEW $ECIIQN 8 Section 3. Candidate qualific.tion and 

-I nation. (IJ Any person who Is qualified to vote in a 

co.-unity college'dlstrlct under the· provisions of ZG-20-301 

is eligible for the office of ca..unity college trust••• 

(2) Any five electors of a co..,nlty college district 

quc~lifled under the provisions of ZD-20-301 -Y not~lnate as 

•any trustee candl~tes as there are trust .. positions 

subject to election at the enauing election. flMt .1. 

IQMIM&IIMG PfJITIQM 'QIIAIMJMC THE SJGMATUBE$ Qf THE FIYJ 

fLECTQRS AND THE na .. of each person ~lnated for candidacy 

_.st be suiMtitted to the election clerk desit)IMtH by the 

board of trust-s no less than H B days before the regular 

school election dar at Mhlch he Is to be a candidate. If 

there are different ter•s to be fllledo the ter• for which 

each candidate Is noainated eust also be Indicated. 

NEM SE,IIQNe Section 4. Trustee election ballot after 

or9anizatlon of co..unlty college district. (1) The trustee 

election ballot .ust be substantially in the following for•t 

-z- T H I R D R E A D I N 6 Sl!l 32 
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Instructions to Voters 

SB 0032/02 

Make an •x• or siellar .. rk In the vacant square before 

the na .. of the candidate for M~ you wish to vote. 

ter•• 

tore. 

Vote for (Indicate nu8ber to be elected) for a 3-year 

•••••••••••••••• List the n ... s of the candidates 

for the J-year tere with a vacant 

square in front of each naee. 

Vote for (Indicate nu~r to be elected) for a 2-year 

•••••••••••••••• List the na .. s of the candidates 

for the ,2-year tor• with a vacant 

square In front of each n .... 

Vote for (Indicate nu8ber to be eJected) for a 1-year 

tore. 

•••••••••••••••• List the na .. s of the candidates 

for the 1-year ter• with a wecent 

square In front of each n .... 

(2) In preparing the ~llotse only those portions of 

the prescribed ballot that are applicable to the election to 

be conducted need be used. THE IALLQI ftUSI ALSQ te PBEP4IfD 

~LANK LINES AND YAtANT SQUARES IN FIOMJ QF IHf LINeS IN 

A SUffltlfNT NUMBER TQ ALLQM MBIIf=IM YQTING FQB fAtH 
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TBUSJet PQSIIIQN JHAI IS SUfJftl JQ ELftiiDNe 

NEW SfCJIQN. Section 5. Qualification and oath after 

organization of c ... unity college district. {1) No per~on 

who receives a certificate of election as a coemunity 

college trustee eay assuee the trustee position until he has 

qualified by taking an oath of office prescribed by the 

constitution of Montana at the next regularly scheduled 

..etlng of the board of trustees after receipt of the 

certificate of election. 

(2) If the elected person does not qualify in 

accordance Mlth this require .. nto another person eust be 

appointed In a eanner provided by 20-15-223 and shall serve 

until the next regular election. 

(3) After a person has qualified for a trustee 

pOsltlon. he tha11 hold such position for the tere of the 

position and until his successor has been elected or 

appointed and has been qualified. 

NfM SECJION, Section 6. Trustee reaova1 procedure. 

(1) Any person •ay seek the reeoval of a co-.unlty college 

trustee by filing a coeplalnt with the board of county 

coeeissionerso containing charges based on one or more of 

the grounds cited In {section l]. 

(l) If upon receiving such a coeplalnt it appear~ that 

there is probable causa for re•ova1. the board of county 

co .. issioners shall suspend such trustee fro• his trustee 

-It- S& 32 
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poiitlon until charges can be heard fn the appropriate 

district court. The board of county ca.•lssloners shall then 

trans•it the co•plaint• together with a state .. nt of 

suspension. to the district court. 

NEW SECTIQN. Section 7. &rounds for r..aval. (1) A 

co .. unity college trustee •ay be r .. oved whenever he: 

(a) •oves his residence fro. the applicable c~nity 

college district; 

{b) is no longer a registered elector of the c~nlty 

college district under the provisions of 20-2G-301; 

(c) is absent fro• the district 60 consecutive days; 

(d) fails to attend three consecutive ... tings of the 

trustees without reasonable cause; 

(e) fails to perfor• responsibilities in accordance 

with [section 9]; or 

(f) ceases to have the capacity to hold office. 

H~ECIION. Section a. Organization and officers 

after organization of co..unlty college district. (1) The 

trustees of each co..unlty college district shall annually 

organize as a governing board of the co.-unity college 

district at the next regularly scheduled .. eting after the 

regular election day and after the issuance of the election 

certificate to the newly elected trustees. 

(21 In order to organize, the trustees of the 

co .. unity college district shall be given notice by the 
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cocwdinator of the ti.. and place where the organization 

... tlng will be held. and at such ... ting they shall choose 

- of their .. ..,ers as chair-n end as secretary. In 

addition• the trustees -Y eeploy or appoint a co.petent 

person who is not a .. llber of the trustees as the clerk of 

the co.-unity college district. 

(3) The chal r-n and secretary of the trustees of the 

co.-unity college district shall serve until the next 

organization ... ttng. The chair~ shall preside at all 

eeetlngs of the' trust•• In .c:cordence wlttl the cus~ry 

rules of order. He shall perfora the duties prescribed by 

thl s title and any other duties that nor•11 y pertain to 

such office. 

IEM SECIIQNa Section 9• Peraon•1 liability of 

trust .. s. (1) The trustees of each co.-unity college 

district are responsible for the proper. adalnlstratlon and 

utilization of all aoney of the district. Failure or 

refusal to do so constitutes grounds for r-v•l fro

office. 

(2J Trustees consenting to Illegal use of aoney are 

joint1y and lndlvidua1ty liable to the distric~ for any 

losses sustained by the district. The county attorney shall 

prosecute any proceedings arising pursuant to this section. 

or a party seeking such action eay retain private counsel. 

The party co .. encing the action is liable for the costs if 
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the ~tlon fails. 

NEM SECIIQN. Section to. Trust .. s• power over 

property. Cll The trustees of a coa.unity college district 

shall hold in trust all real and personal property of the 

district for the benefit of the college end students. 

NEM 5ECTIQ1. Section 11. Intrastate, Interstate. and 

international agree .. nts. The trustees of a co-unity 

colle~ district -Y ~er Into agr-nts with the Western 

Interstate to .. ission for Higher Educatlont or sl•llar 

intrastate, interstate, or International agree .. ntst for the 

benefit of the district and students. 

!EM 5KTIIW. Section 12. lfhen c-ity college 

district subj.ct to other school district provisions. (1) 

When the ter• •school district~ appears in the following 

sections outside of Title ZOw the ter• Includes c-..nlty 

college districts. and the provisions of those sections 

applicable to school districts apply to co.-unity college 

dlstrlctsa 2-9-101, 2-9-111• 2-9-316• 2-16-114o 2-16-602• 

2-16-614t 2-18-703t 7-3-1101, T-6-2604t l-6-!80lt T-7-12!• 

7-8-2214• T-8-2Z15t T-8-2216, l-11-103t T-12-4106t l-13-110, 

7-U-ZlOt 

15-1tt-101t 

l!i-JG-22h 

l-U-4206, 

15-16-f>Olt 

15-55-106, 

1G-1-l03t 

15-18-108, 

15-TG-lOh 

15-1-10h 

15-24-502. 

15-lG-:Ult 

1s-6-20 .... 

1~24-'!M)S, 

17-5-10h 

11-s-2o2, tT-6-103, 17-6-204, 17-6-213• 11-1-201, 18-1-102. 

18-1-105, 18-1-112• 18-1-201, 18-2-101• 18-Z-103, 18-2-113, 
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18-2-114• 18-Z-115, 18-2--.o.,., 18-2-408, 18-5-205, 

19-1-602t 19-1-811• 

33-20-1104o 39-3-104o 

l9-71-1l6o 39-71-117, 

22-t-3o9, 25-1-.,.02• 

39--.-107o 39-31-103, 

39-71-2106o 39-71-2206t 

40-8-124o .,.o-8-125, 40-8-128• -.t-S-912• .,.9-3-101, 

53-ZG-30"'• 77-3-321• 8Z-1G-201o 82-1G-202e 

$8 0032/02 

19-1-102. 

27-18-... 06, 

39-31-304o 

.,.0-6-237o 

49-3-102• 

82-1G-203t 

85-7-2158, and 9G-6-208o MtA• and Rules 40{21191 and 15(c)o 

M.R.tlv.P., .. a .. nded• 

(21 Mhen the ter• •school district• appears in a 

section outside of Title 20 but the section is not listed in 

subsection Clt• the achool district provision does not apply 

to a co.-unity college district. 

NEV SECTJQN. Section 13• Additional provisions apply. 

Unless the context clearly Indicates otherwise, the trustees 

ef a coeeunlty college district shallt 

(l) adhere to the teachers• retlre .. nt provisions of 

Title 19• chapter "'• as a .. nded; 

(2) adhere to the provisions of 20-1-201, 2G-l-205t 

20-l-Z11• and 20-1-212• as aeended; 

{3) adhere to the school property provisions of 

20-6-605t 20-6-621• 20-6-622• 20-6-ft24o 2G-6-631o and 

zo-6-633 through 20-6-636• as a .. nded; 

(4t adhere to the adult education 

20-1-101 through 20-7-712o as a .. nded; 

(5) adhere to the ad•lni strati on 
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provisions of Z0-9-llSt Z0-9-134t subsections (Zit 131• (41• 

and (5) of 20-9-161• 2G-9-163t 2G-9-165t ZG-9-207 through 

20-9-210, zo-9-215, and 20-9-221 throu~h ZG-9-221tt as 

aMnded; 

(6) adhere to the school bond provisions of ZG-9-401 

through 2G-9-It1Zt 2G-9-421 through 2G-9-446t 2G-9-451 

through 20-9-ltS6t and 20-9-it6l throu~h 2o-9-lt65t as ... ndedJ 

(7) adhere to the special purpose funds provisions of 

20-9-501 through 20-9-S03t 2o-9-50lt 2G-9-S08t 8Rd ZG-9-511t 

as a~~ended; 

(8) adhere to the educational cooperative .gr .... nts 

provisions of zo-9-701 through 20-9-TMt as -ndedl 

(9) adhere to the school elections provisions of Title 

20, chapter 20, as a .. nded; 

(10) adhere to the students• rl~hts provisions of 

20-25-511 through Z0-25-516t as ... ndedl and 

Ill) adhere to the health provisions of 50-1-206. 

SECTION 14. THEBE 1$ A NEM !C. A IKIIIIt JHAI IEAQS I 

Audit of co .. unity college districts. A ca..unity 

college district is subject to audit by the legislative 

auditor in the sa .. .anner as a state agency. A coe.unity 

college district .ay contract for ~ audit with a private 

accounting fir•• subject. to approwal of the le~islat.lve 

auditor. 

Section 15. Section 20-3-205, MCAo Is a .. nded to read: 

-9- SB 3l 

• " 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

• 
9 

10 

u 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

1T 

18 

19 

20 

21 

2l 

Z3 

24 

25 

... .. ~ • • • "r ... .. 

SB OOlZ/OZ 

•20-3-205. Powers and duties. The county 

superintendent has ~eral supervision of the schoOls of the 

county within the llaltatlons prescribed by this title and 

shall perfora the following duties or ectsa 

(1) deter•ine• establish, and r .. stablish trust .. 

noalnatlng districts and fill additional trustee position 

vacancies In accordance with the provf•lons of ZG-3-352• 

20-3-353• and 2G-l-354; 

(Z) adalnlster .ad file ~ oaths of 11811ber• of t:he 

boards of trustees of the districts tn his county In 

ac~ordan~e with the provisions of 20-3-307; 

(l) fill by appolnt .. nt any trustee position vacancies 

when required under the provisions of Z0-3-309; 

(~) re~lster the teacher certificate or e .. rgency 

authorization of eeploy .. nt of any person eaployed In the 

c-nty as a teecherw principal, or district superintendent 

in accordance with the provisions of 20-4-202; 

(S) act on each tuition application subaitted to hia 

In accOf'dance wl th the provh lons of zo-s-:sot. ZG-5-:soz, 

20-5-304• and 20-5-311 end trans•lt the tuition lnforaatlon 

required by 20-5-312; 

(6) file a copy of the audit report for a district in 

accordance with the provisions of 2G-9-203i 

(7) classify districts in accordance with the 

provisions of 2G-6-201 and 20-6-301; 

-lo- sa 32 
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(8) keep a transcript and reconcile the district 

boundaries of the county in accordance with the provisions 

of 2o-6-103; 

(9) fulfill all responsibilities assigned to hi• under 

the provisions of this title regulating the organizationw 

alteration. or abandon.ent of dlstrictsl 

(10) act on any unification proposition and• if 

approvedo establish additional trustee no.lnating districts 

in accordance with 20-6-312 and Z0-6-3131 

(11) estleate the average nu~r belonging (ANBJ of an 

openlttg school In accordance vi th the provhions of 

20-6-5\lZ• zo-6-501• zo-6-504• or ZG-6-506J 

I 12) process ando when requi red• ect on school 

isoletion applications in accordaoce with the provisions of 

zo-... "SOZ; 

C 13) coeplete the budget so coepvte the budgeted 

revenues ..wl tax lev lea. gIve notl ces of the budget 

eeetingso file final and e .. rgency budgetso and fulfill such 

other responsibilities assigned to hie under the provisions 

of this title regulating school budgeting syst .. s; 

(1~) subeit an annual financial report to the 

superintendent of public instruction in accordance with the 

provisions of zo-9-211; 

(15) quarterly, unless otherwise provided by lavo order 

the county treasurer to apportion state eene,_ aaoa¥• county 
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school ~ m.Da¥• and any other school .. .....,. ~ 

subject to apportlon .. nt in accordance with the provisions 

of 20-9-212o 20-9-33~, Z0-9-34lo 20-9-351o 2G-10-145o or 

20-10-146; 

(16) ect on any request to transfer average nueber 

belonging (ANB) In accordance with the provisions of 

20-9-313(3); 

{17) calculate the estleated budgeted general fund 

sources of revenue in accordance with the provisions of 

20-9-348 and the other general fund revenue provisions of 

the general fund part of this title; 

(18) coepute the revenues and the district and county 

levy requi r-nts for each fund included eft .iJJ each 

distrlct•s final budget and report such co•putations to the 

~ard of county ca.eissioners in accordance with the 

provisions of the general fundo transportation, bonds, and 

other school funds parts of this title; 

(19) file and forward bus driver certifications, 

transportation contractso and state transportation 

rei•burse .. nt clales in accordance with the provisions of 

20-lG-103• 2D-10-1~3o or zo-10-1~5; 

(ZO) for districts which do not eeploy a district 

superintendent or principal• reco ... nd library book and 

textbook selections in accordance with the provisions of 

zo-7-204 or 2G-7-602; 
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(21) notify the superintendent of public Instruction of 

a textbook dealer's activities when required under the 

provisions of 20-7-605 and otherwise co.ply with the 

textbook dealer provisions of this title; 

122) act on district requests to allocate federal 

__ ., &Jl&.l! for indigent children for school foocl services 

in accordance with the provisions of zo-to-~; 

{23) perfor• any other duty prescribed froa tl.. to 

tlee by this title, any other act of the leglsl.turew the 

policies of the board of public aducatlono the policies Qf 

the bporg Qf regents rald1Q8 tA c;Q..,Qitr college 

districts• or the rules of the superintendent of publ;c 

instruction; 

(24) adeinister the oath of office to trustees without 

the r.ceipt of pay for adainistering the oath; 

(25) keep a record of his official acts• preserve all 

reports subeitted to hie under the provisions of this title, 

preserve all books and instructional equlpaent or supplies, 

keep all docuaents applicable to the adelnistratlon of the 

office, and surrender such recordso books, supplies. and 

equip~nt to his successor; 

(26) within ~0 days after the close of the school 

f I seal yearo publish an annual report In the county 

newspaper stating the following financial lnforeation for 

the school fiscal year just ended for each district of the 
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county I 

ta) the total of the cash balances of all funds 

.. lntalned by the district at the beginning of the y-ra 

(b) the total receipts UMt were realized In each fund 

.. intalned by the dlstrictl 

(c) the total expandlt~ares that -r• •ada fr- each 

fund aalntalnad by the distrlctl ~ 

t d) the total of the cash balances of all funds 

.. intalned by the district at the end of the school fiscal 

year; and 

(ZlJ hold ... tings for the .-.bers of the trustees fro• 

tiea to u .. at which -ttars for the good o~ ttte districts 

s~11"be discussed.• 

Section 16. Section Z0-9-101, MCA• is ... ndad to read: 

•Z0-9-101. Appl icatlon of-~ W!e.!!. f.o.r_d_htrlcu. 

The school budgeting procedure and provisions of this title 

apply to ele.entary• .nd high school districts• and .a. 

whenever apectftada tA co.-unity collage districts and to 

all funds requiring the adoption of a budgets Each district 

shall separately propose and adopt a budget in accordance 

with the requlre .. nts of this title.• 

Section 11. Section 20-9-112• MCA• is a .. nded to read: 

•20-9-112. Notice of prell•lnary budget -tlng. 

Du~ing the •onth of Kay, the county superintendent shall 

publish a notice at least one tlea in the official newspaper 

-14- SB 32 



1 

z 
3 

It 

5 

6 

7 

a 

9 

10 

11 

lZ 

13 

lit 

u 
16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

Zl 

22 

23 

Zit 

z, 

SB 0032/02 

of the countys stating that the trustees of each district. in 

the county and the trust .. , of the cpwwyoitr cpllege 

dlitrict will aeet. 1eparateJr in regular session on the 

fourth Monday in 4une to prepare and adopt a preli•lnary 

budget for the next ensuing school fiscal year and that any 

taxpayer In the district .. y attend such .. etlng and be 

heard on such prelielnary bu6get.• 

Section 18. Section Z0-9-131t• MCA• Is aeended to read: 

•zo-9-134. C~pletlon• filing, and delivery of final 

bud~ets. After the final budget of the ele.,ntar¥£_-hlgb 

~ts_ or caaeuaitW cqllege district has bean adopted by 

the trustees• the county SUJ»erlntendeftt shall c011plete all 

the re .. inlng portions of the budget for•• and shall: 

(1) send the fiiWil budget lftfor-uon to the 

superintendent of public lnstructiQAs on the forn provided 

by the super intendant. Oft or before Septftlber 1; eftd 

C2l In tbe case gf the cqwwupltr cgllege diltrlctlw 

5egd tba figal bydg«t lnfgreetiAO \9 tbe bgard pf regental 

go \he forB$ prpyidad bJ \he CQWWUD!tJ COllege COQCdioatprl 

go or before Septaab!tr 11 110d 

tetUJ. deliver a copy of the final budget for the 

district to the county treasurer on or before Sept..Oer 1.• 

Section 19. section 20-9-161• MCA• is aeended to read: 

•zo-9-161. Definition of eeergency for budgeting 

purposes. As used in this title, unless the context clearly 
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Indicates otherwise• the tere •eeergency• for the purpose of 

school budgeting shall be: 

(lt an Increase In the enrolleent of e 40--elementarr 

or high schpol district over the iaaediately preceding 

school fiscal year which Is beyond what could reasonably 

have been anticipated at the tiee of the adoption of the 

budget for the then-current school fiscal year end--t~et 

wbanay•r• because of such enroll-at increase. the 

dlstrict•s budget for any or all of the regularly budgeted 

funds does not provide sufficient financing to properly 

.. intain and support· the district for the entire current 

achool fiscal year1 

(2) the destruction or iepalr .. nt of any school 

property necessary to the eaintenance of the school. by 

fire• flood• stor•• riot• insurrection• or any act of Gods 

to such an extent as to render such school property unfit 

for it& present school use' 

(l) a judg .. nt for da .. ges against the district 

rendered by a court. after the adoption of the budget for the 

current. year; 

(~) an enacteent of legislation after the adoption of 

the budget for the current year that leposes an additional 

financial obligation on the district; or 

(St any other reason of siailar consequences that bas 

been approved by the superintendent of public instruction 
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upon petition by the trust .. s of the district pr by the 

bgard pf regents ypqp petition by &be trustee• pf • 

~ity cpll•G• district•• 

Section 20. Section 20-9-163• NtA• Is ... nded to readl 

•20-9-163· Resolution fo~ ... rgancy ~~ -- petltloa 

of \Q superintendent of public instruction or to the hperd 

gf regents• (1) Whenever the trust .. s of any district aha++ 

eeee ~ that an e .. rgency exists, they .. Y adopt a 

resolution proclal•lng such e .. rgency by a unenl.o.a vote of 

all ee•bers present at any .. eting for which each trustee 

has been given reasonable notice of tha tl.. end place of 

holding such ... tlng. The e .. rgency resolution shall also 

state the facts constituting the ... rgencyt the esti .. ted 

a.aunt of •oney required to ... t the e .. rgency. the funds 

affected by the ... rgency, end the tl .. end place When the 

board will ... t for the purpose of considering end adopting 

an eaergency budget for such funds for the current school 

fiscal year. 

(2} lf the trustees ...._.._ ____ dKJJIII that an 

e .. rgency exists for any reason other than the conditions 

specified in subsections (1}• CZ)t (3)• or (It) of ZG-9-16lt 

they shall petition the superintendent of public Instruction 

ora jn the case pf a CQWIUDI\J cpllege dlatriC\• the bgard 

gf regents for per•lsslon to adopt a resolution of 

e•ergency. Such petition shall set forth in writing the 
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reasons for the request, the district funds effected by the 

... ,gene,, the esti-ted e.ount of -y required to ..at 

such -rgency f'or -ch af'fectecl fund• the ~lcipaecl 

sources of f'inenctng for the ... rgency expenditures• end 

auch other lnfor-tion as .. , be required by Ute 

superintendent of public Instruction or the bpprd gf 

r•aeot•• The petition s~ll be signed by each trust ... 

f3) The superintendent of public Instruction 9£A-lD 

t,M ,.,. gf • GP ppi&y college dlat;rict• Uw ltMrd · gf 

regents shall pro•ptly approve or dlsappr0¥8 the petition 

requesting approval to adopt • resolution of e-rgency. If 

the petition h approved, the trust-• _, then adopt • 

resolution of ... rgency and .. , subaequently take •11 other 

steps required for the adoption of an •-rgency budget. 

...,,. ... ., or ..... petition by the ..,.rtntendent of p4.1blic 

Instruction pr \ba bMrd Qf reaeot.a Shall .. rely autherlze 

the board of trustees to initiate a .. rgency budget 

proceedings by resolution and shell not roll-• the tr-tees 

of the -cesslty of Cotlplying with the require..nts of' the 

school ... rgency budgetin9 la"'s. Approval of the petition 

shall not be construed as approval of any ~ubsequent 

application for Increased state aid on account of such 

... rgency.• 

Section 21. Section 20-9-165, MCAt Is a .. nded to read: 

•zo-9-165. e .. rgency budget llaitatlont preparation. 
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and adoption procedures. ClJ The .-.tlng of the truat .. a to 

consider and adopt an e .. rgency budget shall be open to the 

public• and any taxpayer In the district shall have the 

right to 

aajority 

-rgency 

appear and be heard. If at such a ... tlng a 

of the trustees present shall find that an 

.. ists. the trust .. s aay .ake and adopt a 

preli•inary eaergency budgeta on the regular budget forM£ 

setting forth fully the facts constituting the e .. rgency. In 

adopting the prellainary •-rgency ~dget• the tr•stees aay 

buoget for any fund Mhich was included on the final budget 

~f t.he district for the current school fl seal year. The 

budget shall .,. lt-izect to shoN the aiiOUftt _,roprlned for 

each Ita• as required on the budget for•• 

(2) When the ... rgency Is ~ue to any Increase of 

enronaent. the aa•••• eeount of the -r.-ey budget for 

all funds shall be deteralned in the following •anners 

laJ Oeterwlne the total a.aunt In the final budget for 

the current school fiscal year of all funds affected by the 

... rgency. less any awounts appropriated as capital outlay 

and any •-nt appropriated for addltl- to the cash 

reserve. 

{b) Divide the a.au~t deter•lned in subsection 12)(aJ 

by the nu~er of pupils originally enrolled in such district 

during the i ... diate1y preceding school fiscal year. The 

resulting cost per pupil shall constitute the •axiwu• 
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per•lssible per-pupil expenditure in the e .. rgency budget. 

tc) Oeter•lne the enroll .. nt Increase of the current 

school fiscal year by subtracting the nuwber of pupils 

originally enrolled during the i .. ediately preceding school 

fiscal year frow the nu~er of pupils enrolled for the 

current school year. The result shall be the enroll .. nt 

increase for the current school fiscal year. 

(d) llultiply 

subsection (2)(~) 

subsection (l)(c). 

the cost per pupil deter•ined in 

by the enroll .. nt increase deter•ined in 

Tne result shall be the ~aximum 

ll•ltatlon on an e .. rgency budget for eaergencies due to an 

Increase of enrollaent. 

t•t In tbe case pf a CQRIMnitJ college district, bJ 

bydget IW9Dd81ot in acCQrdaoca Wjtb 20-15-302. 

1.1) In the event of any other type of e .. rgency. the 

budget shall be ll•lted by those expenditures dee•ed by the 

trustees to be reasonable and necessary to finance the 

stated conditions of the e .. rgency and the pre1ielnary 

••ergancy budget shall be accoepanled with the details of 

the proposed expenditures. 

(ft) Whenever the trustees adopt a preli•inary 

e .. rgency budget for the transportation fund. the trustees 

shall attach to such budget a copy of each transportation 

contract which Is connected with the e•ergency and which has 

been prepared and executed in accordance with the school 
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transportation contract laws. 

(5) After the trust .. s heve edopted the e .. rgency 

budget by a •ajorlty vote of the trustees, It shall be 

signed by the chairean of the trustees and the clerk of the 

district and copies shall .,. sent to the county 

superintendent, the county treasurer, and the superintendent 

of public instruction. In the,.,. of a cqwwynlty cqlleg• 

district• 'aples qf tba •81rgap,y budget &ball be aept &9 

thg cgyotr syperintepdent• thl countw tr•••vr•r• and the 

board of regen&•·• 

Section 22. Section 20-9-ZOlo MCA, Is ... nded to read: 

•zo-9-201. Definitions and application. (1) As used In 

this titleo unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, 

•tund• means a separate detailed account of receipts and 

expenditures for a specific purpo~ as authortz., by law. 

Funds are classified as follows: 

(a) A •budgeted fund• .. ans any fund for which a 

budget 1111st be adopted In order to expend any __.,. 11911aJ 

froM such fund. The general fund• transportation fund• bus 

depreciation reserve fund• ele-ntary tuition fund• 

retire•ent fund 1 debt service fund, leased facilities fundo 

building reserve fundo adult education fund, nonoperating 

fundo postsecondary vocational-technical center fundo and 

any other funds so designated by the legislature shall be 

budgeted funds. 
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(b) A •nonbudgeted f~.md• .. .,s •Y fund for which a 

budget Is not requIred In order to expend any __.,. 119011¥ 

on deposIt In such fund. The school feocl serwl ces funch 

•lsce11-ous federal progr_. fvnclt bUilding fund• housing 

and dor•ltory fundt traffic edtlc:nlon fundt lnterlocal 

cooperative fund• and any other funds so designated by the 

legislature shall be nonbudgeted funds. 

(Z) The school fin.aclal adelalstratton provisions of 

this title apply to all .... ,. ...._ of a., ele .. ~ery or 

high school dlstr,ct er--eRY- ea ... wlty eel1ege -....~ 

except the extracurrlcoler eeneye 8DDaJ r .. ll~ed froe pupil 

activities. The superfnt&ftdent. ef publtc lnstroc:tion has 

general supervisory authority over the school ·financial 

adafnlstratlon provisions• as they relate to ele .. ntary and 

high school districts• as prescribed by law .ad shall 

establish such rules as are necessary to secure coeplfance 

with the law.• 

Section Z3. Section Z0-9-Z04o IICAt fs -ncled to r .. d: 

•zo-CJ-204. Pecuniary lnt:erestso letting contracts, and 

calling for bids. (1) It Is unlawful for any trustee tot 

(a) have any pecuniary Interest. either directly or 

Indirectly, In any contract for the erection of any school 

building or for war•tng, ventilating, furnishing, or 

repairing the saae; 

(b) be in any aanner connected with the furnishing of 
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supplies for ~he •aln~enance and opera~ion of ~he schools; 

or 

(c) be e•ployed in any capacity by ~he school dls~rlct 

of which he is trus~ee. 

(2) Whenever the estl .. ted cost of any building. 

furnishing, repairing, or other work for U.. benefit of the 

dis~rlct or purchasing of $Upplles for the district exceeds 

the sUII of M,ooo, the work done or the purchase Mde shall 

be by contract. Each such cont:ract ••t be let to the lowest 

res~onslble bidder after advertlse .. nt for bids. Such 

advertis-nt shall be published In the -•paper which will 

give notice to the largest nu.ber of people of the district 

as de~er•lned by the trust .. s. Such aclvwtis-nt shall be 

_., oace e.ctt -k for 2 conaec•i w weeks& alld Ute second 

publication shall be ude not. less than 5 days or 110re than 

12 days before consideration of bids. A contract not let 

pursuant to this section shall be void. 

(3) Whenever bidding Is required, the trustees shall 

award the contract to the lowest responsible bidder. except 

that the trustees ••Y reject any or all bids. 

t'\t--tftt:" • ., ...... e-t:renlftt fer--•11 •• - ... p ...... 

t:he--lteeflf--ef--t:·•~-~--·-ft+ey-ee++ ... -lt+Hrift-et'e 

~~t:-H U 1:8(1'w• 

Section 24. Section 20-9-212o MCA• Is ... nded ~o read: 

•20-9-212. Duties of county treasurer. The county 
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treasurer of each county shalll 

[1) receive and hold all school ~ aDQaX subject 

to apportion.ant and keep a separate accounting of ~he~~ ~ 

apportlon .. nt to the several districts which are entitled to 

a portion of such _.,. IIQD8X according to the 

apportion .. nts ordered by ~he county superintendent. A 

separate accounting shall be •alntained for each coun~y fund 

supported by a countywide levy for a specific• authorized 

purpose• inclucUnga 

(a) the basic county ~ax in suppor~ of ~he e1e•entary 

foundation progra•sa 

(b) the basic special tax for high schools in suppor~ 

of the high school foundation progra•s; 

[c) the county ~ax in support of ~he county•s high 

sehoo~tren.,ortatlon obligation; 

[d) ~he county ~ax in support of the high school 

obligations to the retire .. nt sys~e•s of the s~a~e of 

Montana; 

(e) any additional county ~ax required by law to 

provide for defi cienc:y financing of the ele .. ntary 

founda~ion progra.s; 

(f) any additional county ~ax required by law to 

provide for deficiency financing of the high school 

foundation progra•s; 

(g) the coun~y tax for a pos~secondary 
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vocational-technical center when levied by the board of 

county c~issloners; and 

(h) any other county tax for schools• iQLlydlpg the 

cggynlt.y (,011•1)8•• which HY be authof'IZed by 1- and 

levied by the county co.alssloners; 

(Z) ~henever requested• notify the county 

superintendent and the superintendent of public Instruction 

of the a110unt of county school .. ...,. -... on deposit in 

each of the funds em.-erated in IIUbsec:tl on (ll of this 

section and the a•ount of any other school ~ 8QDa¥ 

subject to apportion .. nt and apportion such county and other 

school 80fteJ' aQD8X to the districts In accordance with the 

apportion~nt ordered by the county superintendent; 

{3) keep a separate accounting of the expenditures for 

each budgeted fund Included - 1a tile final· bUdget of each 

·district; 

t"'J keep 

expenditures, and 

included en in 

a separate accounting of the receipts, 

cash balances for each budgeted fund 

the final budget of each district and for 

each nonbudgeted fund established by each district; 

(S) except as otherwise lielted by law, pay all 

warrants properly drawn on the county or district school 

eeneys ~ and properly endorsed by their holders; 

{6) receive all revenue collected by and for each 

district and deposit these receipts In the fund designated 
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by law or by the district If no fund Is designated by law. 

Interest and 

credited to 

penalties on delln~t school taxes shall be 

the sa.. fund and district for which the 

ori9lnal taxes -re levied. 

CT) send all revenues received for a joint district, 

part of 111hlch is sltua~ed in his c-tye to ~he c-ty 

~reasurer designated as the custodian of such r __ s, no 

later than Oeceeber 1'5 of each year -d -ry 3 eonths 

thereaRer until the end of the scr-1 fiscal pori 

Cit register district warran~s dr- on • bucf9eted 

fund In accordance with l-6-260-\ wh- ~re - ll 

Insufficient .....,. ~ availal»le In tM s- of ..-ye 

...._. in all funds of the district to Hke ,..,..nt ·of such 

warrant. Rede.ption of registered warrants shall be ••de In 

eccord..ac:e with 1-6-2116• 7-6-2_,. end 7-... 2606,• 

(9t Invest the .....,. .a&~¥ of any district as 

directed by the trustees of the district: and 

(10) give to ~he trustees of each dlstf'lct, at least 

quarterly• an lte•lzed report for each fund -lntafned by 

the district~ showing the paid warrants• outstanding 

warrants• registered warrants• ~ •emmta and types of 

revenue received, and the cash balance.• 

Section 25. Section ZG-15-103, MCAw Is a .. nded to 

readz 

•zo-15-lOJ. Supervision aQd cggrdinatlon by board of 

-26- san 
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regents. Co.-unity college districts aha11 be under the 

supervision and cpgrdlnat!on of the regents. The regents 

shall: 

{ 1} ii.Upervi se coaiM.mi t y college district' in 

accordance Mlth the provisions of this section and 

20-lS-105; 

{2.J appoint a coordinator of co.-unity college 

districts and ~ast--+.,._te~+Ye--eDDraori~+oftS--*or--~ 

·~--·--
...... -eH+ce prescribe tbl duties of tbe 

~dlnator; 

•l) for~l~e end put into effect .n+fora general 

pollcles ----- ............. --raear ..... +llty--efttf-~tNiaftto 

eeeo•n~ for t.bl •yl)9rvhion Mel CQQrdlft4t.lqo gf cowynitJ 

'pllag• dl•tcj'\51 

ttot e....-1felt •In! ... -antranee- re~ir .. e8te end 

eppr-e-e•rr+ett~or-~ortftp~o..-....-e-n+t-y-eof....,. 

t5t-~+reet.--aaelt- ea ... nit-y--eo~..,_--e+st.r+et.-t.o-..ek 

eeeredtt.et.+on-fr .. -e-reeogn+ead-aeera4it•n•-.. •oe+~+on~ 

L4J after consultation with the cowaun•tr college 

t.ru•tu•• Mqlop •Qd INtl•Mot. poliCies t;bet dht,lngylab 

th• r«Qtot•• autbQrl&x to syperyiaa •ad coordinate end the 

tru•t•··· •uthprlty to adwlnl•t•r end con&rol cgwavnltr 

coJJqss; •ad 

t6tL11 call an election. det.eraine the results of the 

election. and order and lepleeent the organization of a 
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coeeunity college district In accordance with this chapter.• 

Section 26. Section 2G-15-10~• "~Ao Is a.ended to 

read: 

•20-lS-104. Pecuniary Interest and letting contracts. 

(1) It. shall be unlawful for any co.-unity college district. 

trustee to have any pecuniary interest• either directly or 

indirectly, in t.he erection of any co••unlty college 

building in his district or for in furnishing or repairing 

the sa .. or be in any •anner connected with the furnishing 

of supplies for the .. intenance of the college or to receive 

or to accept any co•pensation or reward for services 

rendered as trust••• except as herein provided. 

(Z) He~ board of trustees shall let eny--eent.ree~ 

contracts teweept--tf--~he--e~--tn.~ed--~~--+e~~-~hen 

ee. ... t for buildlngo furnishing• repairing• or other work 

or supplies for the benefit of the district..-w~~oet.-~t~st. 

d rocadyre§j to th• following rules an P edyart+s~ftg according lLA~ 

(•J The bQard gf tru•taai n eed not •eet regy 

calotlng to adyert,lsing or bidding If a prqpgsed cgntract 

LPL__bu!ldipge furnl&blng. repairing or otbe[_ wgrk or 

iuQPlies Is tor Jess than sJ.ODQa 

jbJ Mhsnsxer tbe gropossd contract costs are less t,bao 

SlQaQQA byt epre th•p '3•0DQ• the bgard of trustees shall 

orocur• at least three _inforaal bjds, if reasogablf 

oya!Jablew trge cgotractors lic•n&ed In "ontanaa 

-28- SB 32 

I' '" ... • .. ,>· 
,.. 



1 

2 

3 

It 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

lit 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

Z3 

2't 

25 

'• ... .. • 

SB 0032/02 

fcl Wheoayar \hi propo .. d CQO\ract CQI\1 are apra theA 

ilDaOOO tbe bpard pf trusta•• lball sglicit fgr .. J bid5 apd 

adx&ctL&a once each week for at least 2 weeks in a newspaper 

published in each county wherein the area of the district 

lies£ end--w+~ calling for bids to perfor• such work or 

furnish such supplies. fn-e++-e .. ae-~ lf advertising Is 

required, the board shall award the contract to the lowest 

responsible bidderr-providedy-hewewe~.--~t. HgMeyar, the 

board of trustees ehe••-hev. ba& the right to rejett .ay end 

all bids.• 

Section 21. Section 2Q-15-106r MCA, il a .. ndad ~ 

read: 

"20-15-106. t:llp+oy-lft of pen-•--emt-~..-M 

S'fH- f&t.j reMot: SUtUi for a.ployees apd taa(,baC$,e f+t 

fM-ttoere-ef-.rwne..-etlri+-•••fM· e.• ••••1•1, 1f· ~ 

eo .. un+ty--~ .. ,..--eef+fte--end--eeelan the+r- ~t••••• •nd 

dat+esv-ene-f+w-...e+~-c..,.aeetlenw 

ti!tLll fhe--e-n+ty-eef..,._.llhtriet- llftd teee~ 

I•acnars of a co..unlty college district •hell ~· A£8 

subject to and the--teee~.--~•--be eligible for the 

benefits of the Mgntao• teachers• retireeent systee-prow+4e4 

tty-the-•ewe-of-Montane. 

121 the e~ploree• gf • CQIIVDI\J college district ngt 

&ligibla for tea(,har&' retlr ... nt syate• benefits are 

subject to and eljgible for the b@neflti g( tba Montana 
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publiC eeplQ¥19•• retire.,nt •rite•·• 

Section za. Section 20-15-210• MCA, ls a .. nded to 

read: 

•zo-15-210. Qualification and organization of board of 

trust•••• J,1J. Newly elected --.rs of the boerd of trust-• 

of the co.-unity college district shall be qualified by 

taking Ule oeth of office prescribed by the constitution of 

Montana. At the org.nlzatlon ... ting called by the board of 

r.,._., tiM IHMrd of trus~ IMll be or~l zed by the 

election of a Pr-e+~ 8Rd wiee pre•i~eRt cbalr .. n and a 

secretary•-•-+6-..eret.r,-.e•·be or ... not~•--.aeber--of 

ttle-llloer11. 

tz1 The treasurer of the c.--unity college·distrlct 

ehe••-ee l5 the county treasurer of the county In which the 

coeeunity college fecU ttl" ere located. Ttw M••• pf t.M 

county tr••&Qrwr are referenced In 2Q-t-ZQ6e ZQ=!=ZlZe 

2D-9=22Zo and 2Q-9-22t.• 

Section 29e Section 2Q-15-ZZh MeAt Is a..nded to 

reed: 

•zo-15-221. Election of trustees after organization of 

coew;uolty college district. (1) After organization• the 

registered electors of the co.eunlty college district 

QUilifjtd t.O vote yoder the prpylsipos pf 2Q-ZA=JQ1 shell 

anouall¥ vote for trustees on the ~t-~ .. ,d.,-+ft-•pr++. 

reyylar schggl election diJ prpyld&d (pr ip 20-3-3Q+• Ibe 

-lo- 58 32 
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elacUgn shaH be condyc;l,ttd In accprdaQC• wlt,b t:Jw alediM 

proyisiQQI of thl$ til,la whenever sych prgy!afgoa are .. de 

a0glic4ble to coa-unit.¥ -'g}lege districtse end-seeb ~ 

election• shall be conducted by the co.poneot ele .. ntary 

school districts within such coa.unity college district upon 

the order of the board of trustees of the cu..uolty college 

district. 5aen !be order shall be transaltted to the 

appropriate trustees not lass than ..0 days prior to the 

regular school election day. 

[2) Notice of the co.-unity college district trustee 

election shall be given by the board of tr .. t .. s of the 

c~nltJ college dhtr let by publication In - or 110re 

newspapers of general circulation within each county• not 

t.ss ""-' -~ a -k for Z _C:OCINC~ttlwe . .....,., . the last 

insertion to be no..._,.. -.t.a than 1 week prior to·the •te 

of the election. This notice shall be in addition to the 

election notice to be given by the trustees of the c-p~t 

ele•ntary districts under the school election 1•-· 
(3) Should trustees be elected other then at large 

throughout the entire district. then only thoae qualified 

voters within the aree fr- which the trustee or trust .. s 

are to be elected shall cast their ballots for the trustee 

or trustees fr- that area. A+4 IN ADDITIQM TQ TN£ 

MDftiNliiNG PETITIQN BEQUIBEQ DX ($ECTIQN 3(2']• ALL 

candidates for the office of trustee shall file their 

-31- sa 12 
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declar.tions of candidacy with the secretary of the board of 

trustees of the co.-unity college district not less than 30 

days prior to the date of election. If an electronic voting 

syste~ or voting ••chines are not used in the coMponent 

eleaentary school district or districts which conduct the 

election• ~heft the board of trustees of the comaunity 

college district shall cause ballots to be printed and 

distributed for the polling places in such ca.ponent 

districts at the expense of the co.-unity college district• 

but In all other respects said elections shall be conducted 

in accordance ~lth the school election laMs. All costs 

incident to election of the co•.unity college trustees shall 

be borne by the co.-unity college dlstricto Including 

one-half of the c-pensatton of the judges for the school 

electl-••.1 provided that if the election of the c-•unity 

college district trustees is the only election conducted• 

the co.-unity college district shall co•pensate the district 

for the total cost of the election.• 

Section 30. Section 20-15-223• MtAo Is a .. nded to 

read: 

•20-1,-221. Veeeney-ef~~--~ee-pee~en vacaocjes. ~ 

A cgwayo+tr College trustee pgtjtlga Is yacant wheD@yec the 

j DCU'Ib9Qt; 

ral diu; 

lbl raslgna: OJ 
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let is reepyad under lbl prgylaiQQI pf (••ctlpo 6)• 

f 2 l A t;ruat,M PO' I\ j AD i a al sq VKAnt; !CbeMv•r AQ 

elected candjd•t• fajl& to gyalify yoder the prqyj•ion• gf 

20-3-301 • 

Lll Any vacancy of a .,..n .. &s tru•t.M position shall 

be filled by appointeent by wajprlt¥ vot• pf the r..ainlng 

trustees, and the person appointed shall hold office until 

the next regular school elactlon day~ when a trustee shall 

be elected for the re-lnder of t.he .,_plred t.eree• 

Section 31. Section Z0-15-225, MCA, is aeended to 

read: 

•zo-15-225. Powers and duties of trust .. •• The 

trustees of a coeeunity college district shall• subject to 

supervision by the board of regeAts: 

llJ have general control and supervision of the 

coeeunity college; 

12t adopt rules. not inconsistent with the 

constitution and the laws of the state. for the govera.ent 

and adeinlstration of the co.-unity college; 

(3) grant certificates end degrees to the graduates of 

the coeeunity co11ege; 

{it) keep a record of +H ~ proceedings; 

{ 5) heHT when not otherwise provIded by lw• bAU 

control of all bookso records• buildings. grounds• and other 

property of the coeeunity college; 
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(6) receive fr- the a tate board of land 

ca..lsaloner••l other boards, agencies• or personsyl or the 

govern-at of the united States all funclh IRC ... a ~· 
and other property the c-nlty college .., be entitled to 

receive or accept and use and appropriate the property for 

the specific purpose of the entltle .. nt• grante or donation; 

ITt have general control of a11 recef pts and 

dlsburs ... nts of the c~nlty college; 

(8) appoint and dl .. lsa • presldeftt __, faculty for 

the coe.unlty col1@9891 appoint and dis•••• any other 

necessary officers. agents, and eeployees.~ fix their 

coepensatlon~l end set the teres lAd conditions of their 

eeploy .. ntl 

(9) adalnlater the tMition ,rovlslon and otherwise 

govern the students of the c-nlty coll ... district In 

accordance with the provisions of this chapterl 

(10) call and conduct thl elections of the district In 

accordance ~ith the school election chapter of this title; 

(llt participate In the teachers• retlr-nt syst- of 

the state of Montana In accordance ~fth the provisions of 

the teachers• retire .. nt syste• chapter of this title; end 

1121 ••tablish eeplgy,. benefltl• Ptber than retlr ... nt 

blgeflt•• IQd fiX tbelr Jlaltl lg •£cprdag£• with 2-11-101 

thrgygh 2-10-10"; and 

t-l~tllll partIcipate in distr let boundary change 

-34- Sll 32 
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1 actions In accordance with the provisions of the district 

2 organization chapter of this title.• 

3 Section 32e Section ZG-15-302. "~A. Is a .. nded to 

~ read: 

5 •zo-15-302. Budget -- approval. ~ The board of 

6 trust .. s of a c~nlty college district shall adopt an 

1 annual ~ene~~--f~ aperatlng budget for the general 

8 -lntena~Ke .net operetlon of the c~nlty college district• 

9 TtHt budget shall be siiiMiitted to the _regents of the state of 

10 Montana for their approvalr-wH:h-or-w+t~-Hjil•t-Me The 

11 bUdCJt't approved by the regents shan be the budget of the 

12 c-r~it)' college district subllltted to the sata bUdget 

n eff+-..--of-~-.t:ne director In as;cocdaoc.• •lth Title n, 

1~ s;nepter le 

l! 'Z' to Ute c•u ot • eer• :1 .....,. •• ""''ned •• 
16 Mbaac;t;jont (21 t;brAUib C§a gf lR-9-ltle t;be cewaglt;.J 

17 'gllega di&trict wu•t ,., •••• an approved bydg•t ... ndpegt 

18 frg• t;h• bMrd pf re8"Pt' lp a •oo•r Md go forea 

19 pceas;rlb«d bJ the bo&Cd gf regents.• 

20 Section 3Je todlflcetlon Instructions. The code 

21 co .. lssloner shall codify sections 1 through t~ li in 

22 chapter 15 of Title 20. 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NOo 32 

INTRODUCED BY MATHERS 

BY REQUEST OF THE INTERIM SUSCOMM!TTEE ON EDUCATION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT FOR THE GENERAL 

R~VISION OF THE LAWS RELATING T~ THE GOVERNANCE OF COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE DISTRICTS SO THAT CHAPTER 15 OF TITLE 20, HCA• WILL 

BE THE PRIMARY LAW GOVERNING COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICTS; 

CLARIFYING THE DEFINITION OF THE WORD DISTRICT AS IT APPLIES 

TO COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICTS; AND AMENOfNG 

20-3-205, Z0-9-lOlt Z0-9-112• 20-9-134o 20-9-lblo 

20-9-165, 20-9-20t. 20-9-204o 

20-15-104• 20-15-106o 20-15-ZlOo 

20-15-225, AND 20-l5-30Zo MCA.• 

20-9-Zll• 

20-15-221. 

SECTIONS 

2D-9-l63o 

20-15-103, 

20-15-223, 

BE IT ~~ACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONT~~A: 

~EH-il~~ Section lo Purpose. It is the purpose of 

this chapter to establish the governance of community 

colleqe districts in Montana. The legislatur~ intends that 

the board of regents and the local boards of trustees of 

community college districts coordinate their 

responsibilities to insure an orderly development of 

educational services to the citizens 

accordance with this chapter. 

~EH-S~llO~ Section 2. Precedence 
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college ch~pter. Unless specifically identified in any other 

sections of the schoOl laws prescribed in this title, 

com•unity college districts are governed by the provisions 

of this chapter. Should there be a conflict bet~een other 

requlr-nts of this title and the provisions of tflls 

chapter regulating co-unitt college districts, the 

provisions of this chapter shall govern. 

NEM SECIIQN. Section 3. Candidate qualification and 

no•ination. {1) Any person who is qualified to vote in a 

co .. unity college district under the provisions of 20-20-301 

is eligible for the office of co•eunity college trustee. 

(2) Any f iv'e electors of a coiiiM.Ini ty coll eqe district 

qualified under the provisions of 2o-Zo-3ol .ay no•lnate as 

many trustee candidates as there are trustee positions 

subject to election at the en5ulng election. f~ A 

fiDISINAilftG __ !fUllDN tDttlUNUIG lHE SIG!'JATWES Of JW- FIYE 

tL~lQ~-&~n_ItiE na111e of each person noMinated for candidacy 

.ust be sub•ltted to the election clerk designated by the 

board of trustees no less than i& J2 1ays before the regular 

school election day at which he Is to be a candidate. If 

there are different t~r~s to be filled, the tar• for Mhich 

each canoidate is noainated Must also be indicated. 

~~'llUlia Section 4. Trustee election ballot after 

oryanization of community colleyP. district. Ill The trustee 

el~ctio~ ballot aust be substantially in the following for•: 
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Official tla11ot 

Co.-unity College Trustee flection 

Instructions to Voters 

S8 OOlZ/01 

Make an •x• or slellar .. rk In the vacant square before 

the na- of the cand I ct.t.e for 111hoe you "'ish to vote. 

t.er•• 

tera. 

t.ere. 

Vote for (indicate nu8ber to be elected) for a J-year 

•••••••••••••••• List tne naees of the candidates 

for the l-year tere ~o~lth a vacant 

square in front of each na.e. 

Vote for (indicate nu~r te be elected) for a 2-year 

•••••••••••••••• list the na.es of the candidates 

for the 2-year ter• 111ith a vacant 

squ.re in front of each naae. 

Vote for (indicate nueber to be elected) for a 1-year 

•••••••••••••••• List the na•es of the candidates 

for ttte t-r-r Ur• 111ft.ft a vacant 

square in front of each naae. 

(2) In preparing the ballotst only those portions of 

the prescribed ballot that are applicable to the election to 

be conducted need be used. IHE DALLOT_!UiJ_!LSO BE _PREPARED 

WITH BLANK LIMES ANQ Y6tA~~QUA!E$ IN FRONI Cf_~H£~ 

4--SYfFICIENI NUftSEB TO ALLOW WRITE-IU__tall~_EDB-fALH 
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IRUSTE~ PQ$1IIQM THAI IS SUDJECI IQ ELECTION. 

~~llaMa Section s. Oua1iflcatlon and oath after 

ur~anization of co .. unity college district. (lj No person 

who receives a certificate of election as a ca.munity 

coJlege trustee eay assuee the trustee position until he ha~ 

qualified by taking an oath of office prescribed oy the 

constitution of Montana at the next regularly schedule~ 

eeetlng of the board of trustees after receipt of the 

certificate of election. 

{2) If the elected person does not qualify in 

accordance IIIith this requireeent• another person must be 

appointed in a eanner provided by 2P-l5-223 and shall serve 

until the next regular election. 

(J) After • person has qualified for a trustee 

position• he shall hold such position for the tere of the 

position and until his successor has been elected or 

appointed and ~s been qualified. 

~tw-iEtllCti& Section 6. Trustee rPmoval procedure. 

(lJ Any person .. , seek the reeoval of a co .. unity colleQ~ 

trustee by filing a coeplaint ~ith the ~oard of county 

co .. issionerso containing charges based on one or ~ore of 

the ~rounds cited in [section 7]• 

(2t lf upon receiving such a complaint it appears that 

there is probable cause for reeovalo the board of county 

coeeissioners shall suspend such trustee from his trustee 

-It- 58 3? 
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position until charges can be heard in the appropriate 

~·strict court. Tha board of county commissioners shall then 

trans•it the complaint, together with a state.ant of 

suspension, to the district court• 

ti.ElLir;t.Illltl.a Set: t I on 1. Ground$ for r-oval • C 1 ~ A 

co,no•unity college trustee ,.ay be re11oved whenever he: 

(a) R'loves his residence froa the applicable co•~nity 

college district; 

(b) is no longer a registered elector of the ca..unity 

college district under the provisions of 20-20-301; 

(cl is absent fro• the district 60 consecutive days; 

(dl fails to attend three consecutive •eatings of the 

trustees without reasonable cause; 

(e) fails to perfore responsibilities in accordance 

with [section 9); or 

(f) ceases to have the capacity to hold office. 

~fW-SECTION. Section 8. Organization and offlc~rs 

after or9anization of ca..unity college district. 11) The 

trustees of each coR'Ieunity colle~e district shall annu~lly 

organize as a governing bOard of the co .. unlty college 

district at tt'1e next regularly scheduled eeetin-~ after th<' 

re~ular election day and. after the Issuance of the election 

certificate to the newly elected trustees. 

121 In order to organize. the trustees of the 

community college district shall be given notice by the 
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COOf"dinator of the tlee and place -~,.,.~ the org.,ni zation 

ae•ting will be heldt and at such aeeting they shall choose 

one of their aeabers "s chairman and as secretary. In 

addition, the trustees aay e~loy or appoint • ca.petent 

person who Is not. a -~r of the trustees as the clark of 

the co .. unity colleqe district. 

(3) fhe chalrean and secretary of the trustees of the 

coaMunity coll~~e district shall serve until the next 

organization .. etlng. The chalraan shall preside et all 

eeetings of the trustees in accordance with the custoeary 

rules of order. He shall perfor• the duties prescribed by 

this title and ·any other duties that nor.ally pertain to 

such office. 

fWL.str.IlWi& Section 9. Personal 1 iabil ity of 

trust-s. (1) The trust"s of each c~nity college 

district are responsible for the proper adainistration and 

util iZdtion of all money of the district. Failure or 

refusal to dO so constitutes grounds for r..aval froa 

office. 

(2) Trust~es consentin~ to. illegal use of aoney are 

jointly and inJividually li~ble to the district for any 

losses sustained by the district. The county attorney shall 

prosecute any proceedings arising pursuant to this section, 

or a party seeking suct'1 action may rQtain private counsel. 

The party coaaencing the action Is liable for t~e costs if 

-6- SB 32 
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the .ction fails. 

~~~tllaU. Section 10. Trustees• power over 

property. Cl) Th~ trustees of a <o•munity college district 

shall hold in trust all r~al and per~onat property of th~ 

district for the benefit of the college and students. 

~iitila!a Section 11. Intrastate• interstate. and 

interndtional agree .. nts. The trustees of a co•munity 

college district •ay enter into agree .. nts with the Nestern 

Interstate co .. ission for Higher fdu,ationo or si~i1ar 

lntrasteteo interstate, or international agree .. nts• for the 

benefit of the district and students. 

NEW SEtiiQN• Section 12. When coe•unity college 

district subject to other school district provisions. (1) 

When the ter• •school district~ appears in the followlnq 

sections outside of Title zo, the tere includes co .. unlty 

college d•strlctso and the provisions of thosP SPCtions 

applicable to school districts apply to co.-unity college 

districts: 2-9-101, 2-9-11lo Z-9-31~. 2-16-114, ?-16-602, 

2-16-614• Z-11-703o T-3-1101• T-6-2604• T-6-l80lo T-T-123• 

7-8-2214o l-8-221So l-8-2216o T-11-103, 7-12-4106, 7-13-110o 

l-13-210o 7-1S-~206w 1D-l-l03• 15-1-10lo 15-6-20,., 

15-lo-10lo 1S-1o-o01o 15-18-108, 15-24-502, 15-2~-505, 

15-30-221. 15-55-106. 15-TQ-301, 15-lO-lll• tl-5-101o 

17-s-zoz, 17-6-103, ll-6-20~. 17-6-213, 1~-~-101, 18-1-102, 

1B-1-105o 18-1-112t 1S-l-Z01o 18-2-lOlo 18-2-103, 18-2-113o 
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18-2-&l•• 18-2-115, 11-2-~,., 18-2-~oa, 18-5-205, 19-1-102, 

19-1-602o 19-1-811o l2-1-l09o 25-1-,.oz, 27-18-~06, 

3l-2G-110~o 39-3-10,., 

39-T1-116o 39-71-117• 

39-4-107. 39-31-103, 39-31-304, 

39-71-2106o 39-71-2206, 40-6-231, 

40-8-12'• ~0-8-125o ,.0-8-128t 41-5-91lo 49-l-101, 

51-20-30,, 77-l-321, a2-1o-zot, 82-1o-zo2. 

49-3-102. 

82-10-203. 

85-7-2158, and 90-o-zoa, ~CAo and Rules 40(2)[J) and l~[c)• 

N.a.clv.P., as ••ended • 

(2) When ~he ter• •school district• appears in a 

section outside of Title 20 but the section is not listed in 

subsection (1)• the school dostrict provision does not ~ppty 

to a co .. unity college district. 

KEW SEtTIQN& Section 13• Additional provisions apply. 

Unless the conteKt clearly indicates otherwiseo the trustees 

of a coeeunity college district shall: 

(l) adhere to tne teachers' retirement provisions of 

Title 19o chapter ,., es aeended; 

1'1 a~'ere to the provi~ions of 20-1-201, 20-l-20So 

zo-1-Zll• and 20-1-212, as a.ended; 

(3) adhere to 

20-6-605o 2D-6-621t 

the school 

20-6-622, 

property 

Z0-6-624• 

20-6-633 through Z0-6-636o as aMended; 

(~) adhere to the adult educ~tion 

20-7-701 through 20-7-l12o a$ aaended: 

I,) adhere to the ad11inistration 

-8-
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provisions of l0-9-115• 20-9-134, subsections (2)• (3)t (4), 

and (5) of 20-9-161o 20-9-163, Z0-9-165t 20-9-207 through 

2CJ-9-210o 20-9-215t and 20-9-221 through Z0-9-224, as 

am .. nded; 

(6) adhere to the school bond provisions of Z0-9-~01 

through 20-9-412t 20-9-421 through 20-9-446o 20-9-451 

through 20-9-456• and 20-9-461 through ?0-9-465, as a•ended; 

{7) adhere to the special purpose funds provisions of 

20-9-501 through 20-9-503, 20-9-507, 20-9-508, and 20-q-511, 

as amended; 

(8) adhere to the educational cooperative agree .. nts 

provisions of 20-9-701 through 20-9-704o as amended; 

(9) adhere to the school elections provisions of Title 

20, chapter 20, as amended; 

{101 adhere to the students• ri~hts provisions of 

'D-25-511 through 20-25-516o as a~nded; and 

(11) adhere to the health provisions of SD-l-206. 

~ECTIQti Iti&T REAP~; S~IIQN 1;. ~~~BE IS A NEW eCA 

Audit of comMunity college districts. A community 

college district is subject to audit by the legislative 

dUditor in th~ same manner as a state ayency. ~ community 

coll .. g~ 4istrict may contract for an audit with a private 

accounting firmr subject to approval of the legisl~tive 

auditor. 

Section 15. Section 20-3-205r ~CAo is amended to read: 

-9- s~ 32 
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"20-3-lu~. Powers and duties. T"e county 

superintendent ~s general supervision of the schools of the 

county ~ithin the liaitations prescribed by this title and 

shall perfora the followin~ duties or acts: 

(1) deteraine, establlsho and r .. st~lish tr1111t" 

no•inating districts and fill addition•t trustee position 

vacancies in accordance with the provisions of Z0-3-152, 

20-3-35lo and 20-J-35,..; 

121 adalnister and file the oaths of aeabers of the 

boards of trustees of the districts in his county in 

.ccordance with the provisions of 20-3-307; 

C3) fill by ·appoint~nt any trustee position vacancies 

when required unde~ the provisions of 20-3-309; 

(4) register the teacher certificate or e~rgency 

authorization of eaployaent of any persOR eaployed in the 

county as a tPacher, principal, or district superintendent 

in accordance with the provisions of 2u-.. -zo~; 

(S) act on each tuition application sub~itted to hia 

in accordance with the provisions of 20-5-301, 20-5-J02o 

20-5-304, and 20-~-311 and transai~ the tuition inforaation 

required by 20-5-112; 

(6) file a copy of the audit report for a district in 

accordance with the provisions of 20-9-203; 

(71 classify districts in accordance with thf' 

vrovisions of 20-b-201 and 20-b-301; 

-10- $8 31 
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18• keep a transcript and reconcile the district 

boundaries of the county in accordance with the provisions 

of Z0-6-103; 

(91 fulfill all responsibilities assiqn~d to hi~ under 

the provisions of this title regulating the organization. 

alteration, or abandon .. nt of districts: 

1101 act on any unification propositoon ando if 

apvrovedo establish aOditional trustee noeinating districts 

in accordance Mith Z0-6-Jl2 and 20-6-313' 

1111 estleate the average nueber belonging (A~BI of an 

opening .chool In accordance .with the provisions of 

20-6-502, 20-6-503• 20-6-50~, or ZG-6-506; 

(12) process and, when required, act on school 

isolation applications in accordance with the provisions of 

Z0-9-302; 

1111 co.phte 

revenues and tax 

the burfgets. 

lev i es • g I ve 

CO'IIpute 

notices 

til<> tou J')et<>n 

of the oudget 

~eutin~s, file final and emergency bud~etso dnd fulfoll ~uch 

other responsibilities assigned to hi• under the provisions 

of this title re~ulating school budgeting syst .. sf 

(lltl submit an annual financial rcoort to th~ 

superintendent of public instruction in accorddnce with thP 

provisions of 20-9-211; 

(l~l 4uarterl~, unles~ otherwise provided hy law. order 

the county treasurer to apportion state ~"~T~ m~~· county 
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r;chool •eners ellllU• and any other school _,.,,. IISlfleX 

subject to apportio~nt In accordance ~ith the provisions 

of 20-9-212• Z0-9-134• l0-9-3~7. 20-9-351• Z0-10-14~• or 

Z0-10-lCtb; 

(16) act on any request to transf.,r awerage nuw:t>er 

belonging (ANBI in accordance ~ith t~ provision~; of 

zo-9-Jtl!ll; 

(ll) calculate the estimated budqeted general fund 

source~; of revenue in accordance with th~ provisions of 

20-9-34~ and the other general fund revenue provisions of 

the general fund part of this title; 

Ill!) ca.pute the revenues and the district and county 

levy requireeents for each fund included en ia each 

dir;trict•s final budget and report such computations to the 

bOard of county co.eissioners in accordance with the 

provisions of the general fund, transportation, bonds, ~nd 

other school funds parts of this title; 

( l'l) f il<' and for .. ar<1 bu,. driver certific"1tion'5., 

t r amoportat ion contract so and state transportation 

rei~bursement claims in accordance with the provision~ of 

20-1U-103t Z0-10-143o or 20-10-145; 

(20) for districts which do not em~loy a district 

su~erintendent or principal, reco-.end library book and 

textoook ~;elections in accordance with the provisions of 

20-7-204 or Z0-7-602; 
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(21) notify the superintendent of public instruction of 

a textbook dealer's activities ~hen required under the 

pro11isions of 20-7-605 and otherwise co~ply with the 

te~tbook dealer provisions of this title; 

(22) act on district requests to allocate federal 

mon~TS mQD~¥ for indigent children for school food services 

in accordance with the provisions of 20-10-?0~; 

(23) perform any other duty prescribed from time to 

time by this titlet any other act of the leglslaturr.. the 

policies of the board of public education, tn£ __ QQ!l~i~-g! 

t.hL_b.2!iUI ___ Q! ___ ugeots relat-ing to co-unit¥ cone~ 

~~Li~~~ or the rules of the superintendent of public 

in~truction; 

(24) administer the oath of office to trustees without 

the receipt of pay for administering the oath; 

(25) keep a record of his official acts• preserve all 

reports submitted to him under the provisions of this title, 

preserve all book~ and instructional equip•ent. or supplies, 

keep all documents applicable to the ~dministra~ion of the 

office. and surrender such records• books, supplies. and 

~quip~ent to his successor; 

[26) within 90 days after the close of the school 

fi~cdl year, publish an annual report in the county 

newspa.,er stating the following financial inforMation for 

the school fiscal year just ended for each district of t~e 
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county: 

(at the total of the cash balances of all funds 

Maintained by the district at the beginning of the yea~; 

lbl the total receipts that •ere realized in Pach fund 

.. intained by the district; 

(c) t~e total expenditur~s that we~e made from each 

fund •aintalned bt the district; And 

ldl the total of the ca~h balance$ of all funds 

.aintained by the district at the end of the school fiscal 

rear; and 

(2Tt nold ..etings for the •eebers of the trustees fro• 

tiee to tiMe at which •atters for the good of the districts 

shall be dis~usse~." 

Section lbo Section 20-9-10lo HCA, is a•ended to read: 

•zo-9-101. Application of budget syste• for districts. 

The school budgeting procedure and provisions of this title 

apply to elementary• 11~ high school l1i~il:.1.:0., and.a. 

ldi!UIUU-~ill.l!l1.1.--l.Q co11111unity colle9'! districts and to 

all funds requiring the adoption of a bud')et. Each district 

shall separately propo~P and ~dopt a budget in accordance 

with the requirements of this title.• 

Section 11. Section 2~-q-112, ~CA. is amended to re~d• 

"20-Q-112. ~otice of prel ieinary budget meeting. 

Durinq tht •onth of Hay• the county superintendent shall 

pu~l ish a noti~e at least one ti~e in the official newspaper 

-14- SB 32 
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of the count~& a~•ting th~t th~ tr~stees of each district in 

the county llQII t.be trYstMI Q.(_:tJH:_(.QU~LDi.tX-~~ 

~Li~ will aeet ~~lx in rc~ular session on the 

fourth Monday in June to prepare and adopt a prelleinary 

budget for the next ensuing school fiscal year and that any 

taxpayer in the diitrict aay attend such ceeting and be 

hear~ on such prelieinary budqet.• 

Section 18. S~tlea l0-9-ll'oo Mt~o is amended to r~ad: 

•l0-9-lJ4. t~letiono flllnqe and delivery of final 

budgets. Af~ the final budget of the cla8tn1iL¥£--blgb 

lCbQolo Q( 'peeyg4ty 'gllega di~trict has been adopted by 

the trust~S• the county superintendent shall co•plete ~11 

the re•aining portions of t~ budget for•s and shallt 

(1) send the final bud~et infor•ation to the 

superintendent of public inatructiOfl& on the for•s provided 

oy the superintendent. on or b~fore ~P~terbcr 1; ~"~ 

LZl i a t.ha use g{ t.he c98ftni t.x~gc_lliut.i.G.U.a 

~ll~linal.~w.,et. jnfor•atjon t,o ~!UuL-iiL-L~~.U 

on &be tor• 8'"'.., •v stw 'A"M"i\J ,qll•at s;QQCdiHtot• 

ga_gL_b&iALg Sgpte•be, lj llDII 

tftili deliver a copy of the final budget for the 

district to the county treasurer on or before Septeeber t.
Sectlon 19. Section l0-9-l6lo MCAo is aMended to read: 

•zo-9-161. Definition of emergency for bud<jetinq 

purposes. As used in this totleo unless the conte~t clearly 
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indic~tes other~iseo the tar• •emerqency• for the purpose of 

school budgeting shall bez 

Ill an increase in the enrollment of 8 llfi--~l~D14LX 

QL __ biijb __ ~ dostrict over the i.-ediat~ly preceding 

school fiscal year ~hich is beyond what could reasonably 

have been anticipated at the tifte of the adoption of the 

budget for the then-current 

~~· becausa of 

school fiscal 

such. enroll..,.nt 

year ,..n<l--th"t 

i ncreaseo the 

aistrict's budget for any or all of t~ regularly budqeted 

funds does not provide sufficient financinq to properly 

aaintain and iupport the district for the entire current 

schOol fiscal year; 

(Z) the destruction or iapair .. nt of any school 

property neceisary to the maintenance of the schoolo by 

fire, flood, stor•• rtoto insurrection, or any act of God~ 

to such an extent as to render such scMool propPrty unfit 

for its present school use; 

(3) a jud~ment for damaqes against the district 

rendered by • court after the adoption of the budget for the 

current year; 

1 .. 1 an enact•ent of legislation after the adoption of 

the budget for the current year that i•poses an additional 

financial obligation on the district; or 

(S) any other reason of si•ilar consequences that h~s 

been approved Dy the superintendent of public instruction 

•16- sa 3<' 
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upon petition by the trustees of the di~trict 2~-_Q¥-_t~ 

hg~~a __ of __ ~~~cts __ uggn __ ~~a__~_tb§ _ _tey~~-af-_a 

~m~uni1x-~all~~-ai~Llkt·· 

Section 20. Section 20-9-lb3t MtAt is amended to read: 

•zo-9-163. Resolution for e.argency budg.t -- petition 

of ~g superintendent of public instruction ~_t~~g 

gf __ Le~aat~· {1) Whenever the trustees of any district '"•++ 

d@e~ ~~~~~ that an emergency exists, they may adopt d 

resolution proclaiming such .. ergancy by a unani~us vote of 

all members present at any •eeting for which each trustee 

has been given reasonable notice of the ti•e and place of 

holding such meeting. The emergency resolution shall also 

state the facts constituting the e.argencyw the estimated 

amount of money required to meet the e•ergency. the funds 

affected by the emergencyo and the tiee and place when tne 

bodrd will meet for the purpose of considering and adontin~ 

dn emerqency budget for such funds for the current school 

fiscal year. 

{ 2) If thf' trustees ~he~+--de~ ae~de that an 

emergency eKists for any reason other than the conditions 

specified in subsections {l)• (2)• (3)t or 141 of 20-9-161, 

they shall petition the superintend~n~ of public instruction 

g~1-lD-~he-~~e_Qf_~~muoity co~e djstri~~L--1~-~a~~ 

gf. _ _L.~gllO.t.~ for permission to adopt a resolution of 

emer~ency. Such petition shall set forth in writin~ th~ 
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rP~sons for tho• request, the district funds affected by the 

e~ergency, the esti•ated aeount of Money required to •eet 

~uch emer9ency for each affected fund, the anticipaterl 

sour~es of financing for the e .. rgency expenditures. and 

such other .. .., be 

superintendent 

inforutlon 

of publ oc instruction 

required by the 

At the bgard __gf 

[agent,. The petltinn shall be signed by each trustee• 

{3) rhe sup~rontendent of public instruction QL1_iQ 

tba caae AL-4- ,p .. ynit¥ cDllaQ& diatrjcta tha bgard pf 

£&Qa~ shall pro•ptly approve or disapprove the petition 

requesting approval to adopt a resolution of ••erqency. lf 

the petition Is approved, the trustees •ay then adopt ~ 

r~solution of a .. igency and may subsequently take all other 

steps reQuired for the adoption of an eaergency budget. 

Approval of~ d petition by the superintendent of public 

instruction aL-_tb~oard_gf._r~~ shall .erely authorize 

the board uf trustees to initiate eMergency budget 

proceedings by resolution and shall not relieve the trustees 

of the necessity of complying with the require .. nts of the 

school emergency ~udgeting laws. Approval of the petition 

shall not b~ construed as approval of any subsequent 

application for increased state aid on account of such 

emergency.• 

Section 21. Section 20-~-16~. ~CAo is ~~ended to rea1: 

•zo-9-165. Emerqency budget limitation, preparation. 

-16- '5!! 32 
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and adoption procedures. (l) The eeeting of the trustees to 

consider and adopt an eaerqency bu~qet shall be open to the 

publico and any ta~payer In the di~trict shall h~ve the 

right to appear and be heard. lf at such a meeting a 

.ajority of the trustees present shall find that an 

••er9ency existso the trustees •ay ~ake ~nd adopt a 

preli•inary e•er~ncy budget~ on the regular budget form~ 

setting forth fully the facts constituting the ~•ergency. ln 

adopting the preli•inary e .. rgency budget• the trustees .. , 

oudget for any fund which was included on the final budget 

of the district for the curre•t school fiscal year. The 

budget shall be ite•ized to show the &aOUnt appropriated for 

each itee as required on the budget for•• 

{2} When the e .. rgency is due to any increase of 

enrollaento the eaxl.u• a.ount of the eeergency budget for 

all fund~ ~hdll be deter•ined in tne following mannPr: 

(a) Oeter•ine the total a.aunt In the final budget for 

the current school fiscal year of all funds affected by thP 

e .. rgencyo less any aeounts appropriated as capital outlay 

and any a-aunt appropriated for addition to the c~s~ 

reserve. 

(b) Oivide the aaount det~reined in subsPction (2)(a) 

by the nuaber of pupils originally enroll~d in such district 

during the i~mediat?ly preceding school fiscal year. Th~ 

resulting cost per pupil shall constitute the ~axinus 
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~eraissible per-pupil e~nditure in the e~~gency huryget. 

(c) Deter•ine the enroll .. nt increase of the current 

!I.C~tool fiscal year by subtracting the nulaher of pupils 

originally enrolled durong the ia.ediately preceding school 

fiscal year fro• the nuaber of pupils enrolled for the 

current school year. Tbe result shall be the enrollment 

increJse for the current school fiscal year. 

14) Kultoply the cost per pupil determined in 

subsection (2){b) by the enroll .. nt increase determined in 

subsection (ZI(C)o The result shall be the maximum 

lieitation on an e .. rgency budget for eaergencies due to an 

oncrease of enroll .. nt. 

illl- lo t.lut~ase o( a CQlllawl~~l.ltulL--li.UU~t.s. __ ~ 

~ auocteaot. jo~cgrdaoce witb-ZJl=l~Za 

(3) In the event of any other type of e~ergency, the 

budget shall be lieited by those expenditures deemed by the 

trustees to be re•sonable and necessary to finance the 

~tated conditions of the emergency and the preliminary 

e•ergency budget shall be accoapanled with the details of 

the proposed expenditures. 

(4) Whenever the trustees adopt a preliminary 

eaergency budget for the transportation fund, the trustees 

shall attach to such budget a copy of each trdnsrortrltion 

contract which is connected with the emergency an~ which has 

been pr~pared and executed in accordance with the school 
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,-ansportation contract laws. 

[5) After the trustees have adopted the e•ergency 

oudqet by a ~ajority vote of the trusteeso it shall be 

~igned by the chair•an of the trustees and the clerk of the 

district and copies shall be sent to the county 

superintendent, th~ county treasurer, and th~ superintendent 

of public instruction. lD-~be-,as• gf a cQDDUDi1¥--'allAoB 

ltiU.Li,t.t.--'-IUli~L-OL-tlJJ:_~KJ:.~hlold~~~llt.-Ul 

tb~-~~X_5~inteodeo~ count¥ traasyrera on¢ tbe 

til)OILJL!lf-L!Uliml.~a" 

Section 22. Section 20-9-20lo MtAo is a .. nded to read: 

"20-9-201. Definitions and application. (1) As used in 

this title, unless the conteKt clearly indicates otherwise, 

"fund" means a separate detailed account of receipts and 

expenditures for a specific purpose as authorized by law. 

Funds are classified as follows: 

(a) A "budgeted fund" .. ans any fund for which a 

budqet aust b~ adopted in order to expend any eoneys aon~x 

fro:ll such fund. The general fundo transportation fund, bus 

depreciation res-erve fun do ele111entar )' tuition fundo 

retirement fund, debt service fundo leased' facilities fund, 

buildinq reserve fund, adult education fund, nonoperatinq 

fund, postsecondary vocational-technical center fund, and 

any othar funds so designated by the legi sl ,,ture shall t><• 

budgeted funds. 
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(o) A Mnonoudqeted fund• ~ans any fund for which a 

budget is not required in order to expend any .Oftey~ moo~ 

on deposit in such fund. The school food services fund, 

•isce$1aneous federal prograes fund, buildinq fundo housing 

and dor•ltory fundo traffic e~atlon fund• tn&erlocel 

coop~rdtlve fundt dnd any other funds ~o ~esignated by the 

legislature shall be nonbudgeted funds. 

(l) The school financial aJ~inistration provi~ion~ of 

thh ti~le apply to all --rs UQU of any eleMntary or 

high school district ep--eny--ee~~-ee•~e--d+~r+e~. 

except the extracurricular aeneys aQQRX realized froa pupil 

activities. The superintendent of public instruction has 

general supervlso'ry authority over the school financial 

ad•inistration provisions, a~ they relate to ele .. ntary and 

high ~hool districts, as prescribed by la• and shall 

establ i5h such rules as are necessary to secur~ compliance 

-..i th ltiP. law." 

Section 23. Section 20-9-204• HtA, is a-.nded to read: 

•zo-9-204. Pecuniary interests, letting contracts. and 

callin~ for bids. (1) It is unlawf~l for any trustee to: 

(d) have any pecuniary interest, either directly or 

indirectly, in any contract for the erection of any school 

Ouildinq or for war•ing, ventilating, furnishing, or 

r~pa•rln~ the ~a~i 

(b) be in dny aanner connected with the furnishing of 
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supplies for the .. intenance and operation of the schools; 

or 

(cl be eaplored in any capacity by th~ school district 

of ~hich he is trusteP. 

(Z) Whenever the esti•ated cost of any buildin9o 

furnishing. repairing, or oth¥r wurk for the benefit of the 

district or purchasing of supplies for the district exceeds 

the su. of S4oOOO. the work done or the purchase ea~ shall 

be by contract. Each such contratt ~st be let to the lowest 

responsible bidder after adverti se111ent for bi ·js. Such 

advertf.-.. nt shall be published in the newspaper which will 

give notice to the largest nu.tHtr ·or people of the district 

as detereined br the trustees. Such advertise•ent shall be 

.ade once each week for 2 consecu~ive weekss and the second 

publication shall be •ade not less than S days or .ore then 

lZ oats before consideration of bids. l contr~ct not let 

pursuant to this section shall be void. 

(31 Whenever biddinq is required. th@ truste~s shall 

award the contract to the lowest responsible biddero except 

that the trust~s eay reject any or all bids. 

t~t--w~~h-~e9ePd-~e-eOft~ree~~n9-fe~-.e~k--o~--~~p+ .. •Y 
~e--~~e--~--t~••~•-o+-a-e...aft+ty-eo•~d+•t~+et-•~• 

sebjee~-te-l&-t§-t&~•· 

~· 
.. 

Section 2~. ~ection zn-9-Zl2• MCAo is dmended to re~d: 

•20-9-212. Duties of county treasurer. The county 
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treasurer uf each county $hall; 

(1) receive and hold all school .eneTS aQQ&1 subject 

to apporLionment and keep a separate accounting of thP~~ ~ 

apportion .. nt to the several districts which are Pntitled to 

a portion of such .. neys 8QDC¥ according to the 

apportionaents ordered by the county superintendent. A 

separate ~counting shall be maintained for each county funM 

supported by a <ounty~ide levy for a specifico authorized 

purposeo including: 

{at the basic county tax in support of the elementary 

foundation progr .. s; 

(b) the basic special tax for high schools in support 

of the high school foundation progra•s: 

(c) the county tax in support of the county•s high 

sc~t tTansport~ion oblf9ation; 

(d) the county tax in support of the high school 

obligations to the retirement syste•s of the state of 

Montana; 

(et any additional county tax required by law to 

provide for deficiency 

foundation pro~ra.s; 

(f) any additional 

provide for deficiency 

foundation orograms; 

(g) the county 

-24-
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vocational-technical center when leviea Dy the bo~rd of 

county commi~s,oners; dnd 

(h) any ot.her county tax for schools~_in~ludjng _t~ 

~m~UDL1X-~~~~ which may be authorized by law and 

levied by the county co .. issioners; 

(2 J whenever requested, notify the county 

superintendent and the superintendent of public instruction 

of the amount of county school ~fteY~ •~ on deposit in 

each of the funds enumerated in subsection (1) of this 

section and the amount of any other school Money~ MQQ&¥ 

subject to apportionaent and apportion such county and other 

school money~ mRDa~ to the districts in accord~nce with the 

~pportion~ent ordered by the county superintendent; 

(3) Keep a ~eparate accounting of the expenditures for 

each budgeted fund included en in the final bud~et of each 

Jistrict; 

(~l keep a separate accounting of the receipts, 

ex~endituresr and cash balances for each budgeted fund 

include~ on 10 the final bud;et of each district and for 

each nonbudgeted fund established by each district; 

(5) except as otherwise limited by l~w, pay all 

warra~t~ properly drawn on the county or district school 

moneys m~nax and properly endorsed by their holders; 

{o) receive all revenue collected by ~nd for each 

di~trict and deposit these receipts in the fund designated 

-15- Sf3 3? 

" v 

1 

z 

J 

~ 

s 

b 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

lit 

15 

lb 

11 

18 

19 

lO 

.<.1 

22 

lJ 

24 

25 

-~ .. .• ., .. " • .. .L ,. 
' 'r 

SB 0032/03 

by law or by the district if no fund is designated by l~w. 

Interest and penalties on delinqu~nt school taxes shall be 

credited to tne sa.e fund and district for ~ich the 

original taxes were levied. 

11• send all revenues received for a joint dJs~rict• 

part of which is ~·tuated in his county, to the county 

treasurer designated as the custodian of such revenueso no 

later than Dece~ber 1~ of e~ch year and every 3 mon~hs 

thereafter until the end of the school fiscal yearJ 

18) register district warrants drawn on a budgeted 

fund in accordance with 7-6-260~ when there e~e u 
insufficient •e~ys mg~ available in the su• of .ofteys . 
~X in all fund~ of the district to make payM~nt of such 

warrant. Rede•ption of registered warrants shall be .ade in 

~cordance with 7-&-2ll6t 7-6-2605o and 7-6-2606. 

[9) invest the Moneys ~~ of any district as 

directed by th•> trustees of the district; and 

110) give to the trustees of each districto at least 

quarterly, an itemized report for each fund •aintained by 

the district.a showiny the paid warrants, 

•arrantst registered warrants• e•o~nt ~mQU01~ and 

revenue received, and the ca~h balance.• 

Section 25. Section 20-15-103, MCAr Is 

read: 

outstanding 

tyoes of 

a~~ended to 

"~0-15-lQ}. Supervision 4nQ~gg~D41lgQ by bo~rd of 
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regent•• t~nity college districts shall be under the 

.upervision aad-~cdlnatiaa of the reyents. The reqents 

shall: 

( 1 J supervise 

accord~• with the 

20-lS-1 !}!) ; 

co-.unity 

provisions 

college 

of this 

districts 

section 

in 

and 

l2) appoint a coordinator of co~~unity college 

district• and ~ .. --•-.+•• .. •.e--8ppr0pr•.t..._--fer--the 

.,er~+en---of--~s--•••~e praac.rjb« tb« _du1~_at_~ 

'IMlLIUO.U~; 

(J) for-late .mt put into, effect aftife,.. general 

policies .. ---.. - •••'•t9ft .. --reeer~e.pin9Y--ond--ste~ 
aeeeent~ for ttw ..,.nhj oo and c.oocdlo•UAILgLc.QS8Wllu 

QQilage Qiit(i'''; 

t.. estee++.---.+ft+ .. .---~enee---re~e•reee~s---e~ 

~pr .. .-earr~cater-eff~•"9•-•or-•••-e..-eAity-cotte~st 

f§t--e+reet--eeeh--e..-a~~T--cette~e--d+str+et-to-s~ 

acered+tet+on-+roa-e-ree~n+~ee-eceredit+ng-e~soe+ot+&ftt-on~ 

u.L after ~sultat.jon _!LUb__~c,a~_c.Qll.ag& 

UWll.US.&--dutilQ0 _ _4Qd__18Ql.e-.at_llQlli!JILthAt dis t.io~hb 

~~· Autbor~o $uper~ise and ~djnate -4D~-lb£ 

UU.UU!-.utba~to adei a i stu AOL_c.QOU.Ql~Di.U 

~llii~.Lilnd 

t6tL}l call an election• determine th~ results of the 

election, and order and iMple~nt the organization of a 
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'~unity college dis~rict in accordance ~ith this chapter.• 

Section 26· Section 20-IS-104. ~CA. is aeended to 

read: 

•zo-1S-l04. ,ecuniary interest and letting contracts. 

tl) Jt shall be unlawful for any co~nity college district 

trustee to have any pecuniary intP.rest. either directly or 

indirectly, in the erection of any COMMunity college 

bUilding on hls distric~ or •er iD furnishing or repairing 

tbe sa .. or be in any .. nner connected with the furnishino 

of supplies for the .aintenance of the college or to receive 

or tie ACcept Any co.pens<Jtion or reward for services 

rendered as trusteeo except as herein provided. 

(2) No !be board of trustees shall let any--eontroc+ 

'cotracti tewe.~--~f--the--a.sent--~nvotved--•~--~es~-t~~" 

•?veeat for buildi~ furnishing• repairing, or other work 

or supolies for the benefit of the districtv-w+~ho~+-fir~+ 

advert~'~"~ ~c~ing_tg_tbe_fgllo~ing rul~anU-ULQ~~L~~ 

L.t--Ib« Dp~ra_o!_t~~~_oeea_ogt __ m~~--L~~iLemeot~ 

Le1Dting to •d¥ectlsjog or bidding if a oropo~c.DDtL~C.1 

for_ _Wl..Udi~-fMLD I sbiogo -L~tJWiLiog__QL-'lt.bi!L-loiQLL __ QL. 

~li~!.oLluL.J;b4a ih.IU 1llWHt& 

Ull~ t,be proposed qmt,r~~U._ilfil_lU!t.~D 

llisg!i 1l~~a2 u~_-moL~-tb~o ~1iii 11~QQQ~-1b~~~~a_2f 

ttuueu_:.tlilll-l2~11..t.&-4l--li:a.U tbr ee ioUlLm.aL _ILUI:;u __ if 

Ua!t.Poat!.U_tllt&i.LJIUfb...!LQlLr.a.D\Lolr.tw:~~ll!t.JI.lj-iiL!1QJl!.~iU 
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1U--hlliW.~Y ;.a:_t~g rggos.ed s:..QQluu~U-ULaao.u:J.b~D 

~dx~~~ !Z2~~ ~ll~_UQdLd_gf try5tees~~jcjt fg~mal 

Ul~--ao~a~~~Ltis.~ once each week for at least 2 ~eeks in a 

ne«spaper published in each county ~herein the area of the 

district lies~ end-•+~h.-~ calling for bids to perfor• such 

work or furnish such supplies. tn--e+t--ee~~~--wh~~@ 11 

advertisin~ is required, the board shall award the contract 

to the lowest responsible biddery-pre•+~@dy--hew@T@ry--~het£ 

tlQ~~~~ the board of trustees she++-heve bas. the right to 

reJeCt any and all bids.• 

Section 27. Section 20-15-106o "tAo is a.ended to 

n'dd! 

"20-15-106. EMp+ey.en~--ef--p@r~onne+--end--re~r~rnent 

sys~ern ll.UiL!U!!!UlLS.¥~ for e•ploye"s anJ:l_t~~~lli:U• ttt 

fh@--~eerd--~--~ra~tees--she++-eppo+ftt-the-ernp+oyees-ef-the 

eernrnHn+~y--ee++@gey--def+ne--and--oss+qn--th@+r--pew@rs--ond 

dH~+e~y-ond-f+x-the+~-eo•pensat+en~ 

t~t~ fhe--eo~n+ty--eo++a,e--d+str+et--and-t@eehe~s 

iegS:..beLS. of a community colleg~ dist.rict ~he++--~e ~L~ 

subject to and the--teaehe~s--•hn++--be eligible for the 

bene f i t.s of the ~llt.lDA teachers • ret i r!'ment syste•n-p~&Ti- .. e<'l 

~y-the-+ows-of-Montona. 

1Zl--llle-empl~e~_gf~ammunitx~le~-dii!.Lis:..t _ _aot 

~li~iDl~ ___ fQL __ L£~~s.!-_L~iremeat ~xs.~em__~~a~fits.__~Lc 

s.ubj~Lt.o_sw!L~~bl.L.fw:__tbe benef.lu__qf_~lle-2loot.ana 
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!WtllUo..t:IIRlllUU!-tetiuR~~:t.S.~ • 

Section 28. Sect I on 20-1 '5-210, ~tA, is a.ended to 

redd! 

•zo-lS-210. ~uatification and organization of board of 

trustees. !11 Newly elected .a.O.rs of the board of trustees 

of th~ c.o~~unoty college district shdll be qu~lified by 

takinQ the oath of office prescribed by the constitution of 

Montand• At the organization eeeting called by the boar~ of 

regents. the board of trustees shall be organized by the 

election of d pre~~dent-end-Y+ee-president ~Lm40 and ~ 

secretary~--se+d--see~eta~y-•ey-be-er-.ey-not-be-e-a..ee~-of 

the-board. 

ill The treasurer of the coe•unity colleqe district 

~ho~~--be i~ the county treasurer of the county in which the 

co.-unity colle99 facilities are located. Ihe dytj•$ gf tha 

~~~~~~~L--~Le--te~ce~dl-in __ zg~~6L--ZC=!=ZlZ~ 

LD=1=lZZ~-~oU-'Q=2=Z~.· 

Section zq. Section ZU-15-22lo ~CA, is a~nded to 

r .. att: 

•zo-15-221. El~ction of tru$~ee~ after organization of 

community c.olleyP district. (l) After organizdtiono the 

registered electors of th~ co~unity college district 

gvglitieg __ tg--1ote __ ynder_1b~-DL~s.ions._cf_Z2=zn:JQ1 shall 

~DYai1:t. vote for tru~t~es on the fi-~~t--fa@~dey--~"--Apr~t.,. 

UWYL1L- sc,boo 1 el~Uign __ d.U-IU.~~UlL-.iu-ZC=l::..lllh..l..bil 

_,0- ss 32 
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lllu.lloo $holll be cggdyct.ed Ia occocdaou !i!Ltb-tbc __ ea,t.lQD 

~~~_gf_ this titlc_wbeneyer~_p~QvisLan~a~~-ma~ 

~~able-~O-~eaunLtJ_~ag~ ~iit.Ci,ts. ft08--sach iu'b 

e1ectivns shall be conducted by the co•ponent elementary 

school districts within such co.-unity colleqe district upon 

the order of the board of trustees of lhe co•munity colle~e 

district. S•eft rn. order shall be transMitted to the 

approprlete trustees not less than .. o dAys prior to the 

re~lar school election day. 

Cl) ~otice of the co••unity colle1e district trusteP 

election shall be 9iven by the boArd of trustees of the 

co-unity college district. by publ !cation in one or •ore 

newspapers of ~eneral circulation within each county, not 

less th4n once a week for 2 c~nsecutive weekso the last 

insertion to be no left9e~ 8QL& than l week prior to the date 

of the election. This notice shall be in addition to the 

election notice to be 9iven by th9 trustees of the co•ponent 

elementary districts under the school ~~~ction l~ws. 

t3) ShOUld trustees be elected other than at large 

throu~hout the entire dlstricto then only those qualifie~ 

voters within the area fro• which the t~ustee or trustees 

are to be elected shall cast their h311nts for the trustee 

or trustees fro,. that area. ol+t l.!L_!QillllllfL_!Q__!t!E 

~llllo'-.-eulllOtL-RllolU.iUQ _ _M __ Lllill!lfL __ J.!il~--ALL 

candidates for tn~ office of tru~tee shall filP their 
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declarations of candidacy with the secretary of the board of 

trustees of the co•eunity college district not less than 30 

days prior to the date of election. If an electronic voting 

syst~• or voting •achlnes are not used in the component 

eleaentary school district or districts which conduct the 

election, then the board of trustees of the community 

co11ege district shall cause ballots to be printed 30'1 

distributed for the polling places in such compon'!nt 

districts at the expense of the co .. unity college ~!strict. 

out in all other respects said elections shall be conducted 

in accordance with the school election laws. All costs 

incident to election of the co•.unity college trustees shall 

be borne by the co.-unity colle9e district, including 

one-half of the co•pensation of the judges for the school 

elections•& provided that if the election of the community 

college district trustees is the only ~lection conducted, 

the co .. unity colle99 district shall compensate the district 

for the total cost of the election.• 

Section 30. Section 20-15-ZZl• MtA. is amended to 

read: 

"20-15-223. Yeeeney-e~-t~~~tee-~osft+on ~~,~~~· ill 

L-"i•••mit¥~~£.Y&.t.a&-S)QSjtjon is va~ 

llWllltlmt.l 

ial __ Qi~.i 

.Ul.L-LesigDii Q£ 
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1~1--i~~m~~~-UO~eL-tn~_QLQXi~i~~-af_t~~~tian-~l~ 

Lz.l __ !.-U.u~t.ee-JMailiQD--i.L also :us;a.J& __ w.blllli:ltU_Jlo 

el~~ug __ ~an01!1at.e--14ilL11L..t11iali.U_wu1e.L~-llt.Qlti.llCilL~ 

i.ll.=l=l!U~ 

Lll Any vacancy of a ~es~eAs trustee position shall 

be filled by appointment by •a~orjty vgte oL thP. remJinin~ 

trustees, and the person appointed shall hold office until 

the next regular school election day~ when a trustee shall 

be elected for the re.ainder of the unexpired ter••• 

Section 31. Sect ion 20-1S-22So i'lCAo is amended to 

read: 

"20-15-225. Po~ers and duties of trustees. The 

trustees of a com~unity college district shall, subjP.ct to 

supervision by the board of regents: 

{1} have general control and supervision nf th~ 

com~unity college; 

(2) adopt rules, not inconsistent with th" 

constitution dnO the la~s of the state, for t~P ~ov•rnm~nt 

dnd administration of the co•munity colleg•,; 

(3) grant certificates and degrees to the graduate~ of 

th~ co~munity coll~9e; 

141 keep a record of +~ tbeiL proceedings; 

(S) heYey when not otherwise provided by la~. n~¥e 

control of all bookso records, huildin3so grounds, and other 

property of the comMunity college; 
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(b) receive fro• the state board of land 

co .. issioners•~ other boardS• Jqencies. or persons•~ or th~ 

govern-ant of the united States all funds. ineoees i~• 

and other property the co .. unity colle9e •ay be entitled to 

receive or accept and use and appropriate the pru,.rty for 

th~ sp~cifoc pur~ose of the entitle~~t. grant, or donation; 

(71 nave general control of <tll receipts and 

aisburse.ants of the community co11eqe; 

18) appoint and dis•iss a president and faculty for 

the co••unity colleqcy~ appoint and dismiss any other 

necessarr officers, agents. and e.ployees,.~ fix their 

co•pensationy~ and set the ter•s and conditions of their 

eWiploy•ent; 

(9) adainister the tuition provision and other~ise 

~overn the students of the co•munity college district in 

dCCordance ~ith the provisions of this chapter; 

( 10) C.Jll und conrtuct the elccti on!i of the district in 

~ccord.Jnce with thP school election chdoter of this title; 

(11) participate in the teachers• retire~nt syste• of 

the stdte of ~~ntana in accordance with the provisions of 

the ~e.lchers.' rP.tin~lll<>nt sy~t•·m ct•apter of this titl<>; end 

L!Zl-~~~b~~-empl~xee_b~Lit~s_Q~neL_tuaD_cetirezeat 

be.oe.llU~-ilWl-LiL1balt_llJDiU_io_;K(.Qt.d~-lt.iUL._l::U::liU 

LhL~~~D-Z=lB=lQ~L-~Dd 

tt~t!lll partici~ate in district boundary change 
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actions in accordance with the provisions of the district 

2 organization chapter of this title.• 

3 Section 32. ~ect ion 20-15-302, '!CA. is amend.ed to 

4 n•ad: 

S "20-15-302. Budget -- approval. L1l The board of 

6 trustees of a co.-unity college district shall ~dopt an 

1 annual teneret--faftd QQCLA1iQa budget for the ge~eral 

8 •aintenance and operation of tn. co.-unity college district. 

9 The budget shall be subeitted to the regents of the state of 

10 Hootana for their approvaly-with-8r-w+th&at-ed;a~t~ftto The 

11 budget approved by the reqents ~a•l be the budget of the 

12 coaaunity college district su~itted to the ~budget 

13 off+cer-of-t-.-stete djrectgr jn accgr4ance witb--litla-_11& 

1~ c.h41tt.•r lo 

lS LZJ lp t,tw ~~·wrgeacr !>ydQttt. u df!fjged in 

&6 ~~~~Ll.l--1tJLQU-n--Ul--aL-l12.:.~1U.L--1lltit---"ll.ll•uoiu 

lT 'allaQt-_distr;ct. ayst. ~eceive ag agprov•d bUdget. awea~cot 

18 teo• tbe baard a!__~~_ia__d aagoer__acQ__QO__lgLa~ 

19 gres,cj~sd b¥ t.ho hgard gf regegt,s.• 

20 

Zl 

22 

Section Jl. Codification instruc.tions. The cod., 

coe~issioner shall codify sections 

chapter 15 of Title ZOo 

-End-
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January 11, 1979 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

That Senate Bill No. 32 be amended as follows: 

1. Page 2, line 15 . 
Following: " " 
Strike: "The" 
Insert: "A nominating petition containing the signatures of such 

five electors and the" 

2. Page 2, line 18. 
Following: "than" 
strike : II 2 0 II 

Insert: "30" 

3. Page 3, line 22. 
Following: "." 
Insert: "The ballot also must be prepared with blank lines and 
vacant squares in front of the lines in a sufficient number to 
allow write-in voting for each trustee position that is subject 
to election." 

4. Page 9. 
Following: line 13 
Insert: "Section 14. Audit of community college districts. A 

community college district is subject to audit by the legislative 
auditor in the same manner as a state agency. A community college 
district may contract for an audit with a private accounting firm, 
subject to approval of the legislative auditor." 

Renumber: all subsequent sections 

5. Page 25, line 25. 
Strike: "are" 
Insert: "is" 

6. Page 31, line 12. 
Following: "." 
Strike: "All" 
Insert: "In addition to the nominating petition required by [Section 

3 (2)], all" 

7. Page 35, line 9. 
Following: "through" 
Strike: "13" 
Insert: "14" 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
MARCH 7, 1979 

Education Committee amendments to Senate Bill 32, third reading 
copy, as follows: 

1. Page 28, line 21. 
Following: "than" 
Strike: "$3, ~ 
Insert: "$5,000" 

2. Page 28, line 23. 
Following: line 22 
Strike: "$10,000" 
Insert: "~25,000 
Following: "than" 
Strike:' "$3,()'()"1)" 
Insert: "$5,000" 

3. Page 29, line 2. 
Following: line 1 
Strike: "$10~000" 
Insert: "$25,000" 

AND AS AMENDED I 
BE CONCURRED IN 


